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The Duke of WHARTON's Speech ! the 
| Biſhop of RocHESTER's vill. 


0 M E 8 which have fallen from als Duke of 
reverend Prelate, who ſpoke laſt, have made „ 
it, in ſome meaſure, neceſſary for me to trouble int the 
your Lordſhips with the reaſons that induced me 3 
to differ with him in opinion, and to give my bil. 
negative to the bill now depending before us. 
If I do not miſ-underſtand his Lordſhip, he was 

leaſed to ſay, That perſons without doors would 
3 apt ito caſt different refleftions on the particular 
behaviour of every Lord this day; that thoſe who 
were for the paſſing of this bill, would be accuſed 
of malice and partiality; and thoſe who were of 
contrary ſentiments, would be branded with dif- 
affection to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment. For 
my part, I am far from thinking, that conſide- 
rations of this nature will have the leaſt weight 
with any of your Lordſhips; and am very cer- 
tain, that every one, who gives his vote on this 
important occaſion, has attended, with the great- 
eſt care, to the evidence that has been given at 
your bar, which is the foundation of this day's 
debate. The proofs that have been brought: to 
ſupport the charge, and the We > 's defence, 
are to be thoroughly conſidered ; and hen your 


* 


Lordſhips proceed according to the rules of ju- 


ſtice, you will not fear, nor value, any conſe- 


YE which may attend the n of 
OL, IX, B your 


PARLIAMENTAAY A. 123. 
© your duty. So far I will venture to affirm, that 


© the beſt way to ſhew our zeal to his Majeſty, | 


and the. preſent government, is, to act, in all 


© caſes, both in our judicial and legiſlative capa- | 


© cities, with that honour and impartiality, as 


R a A a aA _ A 


« difcourſes on bills of this nature in general. 

I ſhall not trouble this houſe with any argu- 
ments againſt attainders. Many Lords, of great- 
er weight and abilities than myſelf, have already 
| © ſpoke fully to this point in the preceding de- 
'< bates. I ſhall only ſo far agree with the reve- 
rend Prelate, who ſpoke before me, that it is 


proper, that ſuch a power of. puniſhing by bill, | 
« ſhould be veſted in the legiſlature, to be exer- | 
© ciſed on extraordinary emergencies : But then 1 


* muſt add, if ever that power is abuſed, if ever 
it is imployed to deſtroy innocent perſons, it is 

evident, that the lives, liberties, and fortunes of 

every ſubject in Britain, are in the utmoſt dan- 

ger, and liable to be ſacrificed to the fury of a 

party. It has been admitted, that every bill of 

pains and penalties is to ſtand upon its own bot- 

tom; and that the paſſing of one act of this na- 
ture, is not to be brought as a precedent for the 

ſupporting of another, unleſs there be convincing 

evidence to inforce each caſe. And therefore 

the proper conſideration now before us, is, whe- 
ther the evidence offered againſt the unfortunate 
Prelate is ſufficient to induce Wan to 
8 believe 
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ought to flouriſh in this great council of the na- 
tion, I could have wiſhed the noble Lords who 
have given their reaſons for the paſſing this ex- 
traordinary law, would have entered into the par- 
ticular circumſtances of this caſe, and conſidered 
it ſingly on its own merits; but inſtead of ſpeak- | 
ing on that head, I cannot but take notice, that 
they have wandered from that (which ought to 
© have been their only conſideration) into learned 
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© believe him guilty of the heavy crimes of which 
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he ſtands accuſed? My Lords, I ſhall take the 
liberty of conſidering the whole proofs, that 
have been brought on this occaſion, both by 
way of charge, defence, reply, and rejoinder ; 
and though I own myſelf very unequal to this 
taſk, yet, ſince no other Lord, who could do 
it much better, has undertaken it, I think it 
my duty as a Peer, and as an Engliſhman, to lay 
it before your Lordſhips in the beſt manner I 
am able. The method I ſhall obſerve for the 
more clear ſtating of the caſe, ſhall be to lay 
every particular branch of evidence before you, 
and to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral parts of the accu- 
ſation, and conſider them ſeparately, to avoid 
confuſion, and to be the more exact in what I 
have to offer. I muſt deſire your Lordſhips will 
pom me, if I repeat ſeveral atguments that 
ve been uſed by the Counſel at the bar; and 
if I even mention ſome things which fell from 
me in the debate on Mr. Kelly's bill, whoſe caſe 
is very much interwoven with the preſent; ſo 
that it js almoſt impoſſible to avoid it. 
Before I go any farther, I cannot but ſay, 
that were thoſe crimes plainly proved againſt the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter, his ſacred function and ſta- 
tion in the church would be aggravations of his 
guilt: But, as this is certain on the one hand, 
ſo, on the other, your Lordſhips will require 
very clear demonſtration, before you can think 
it poſſible for a Biſhop of the proteſtant church 
(who has ſignalized himſelf in defence of the 


« reformation, and the only one of that bench 
where he had lately the honour of fitting, that 
ever wrote in favour of Martin Luther) to en- 
gage in a conſpiracy for introducing popery 
and. arbitrary power among us. The counſel for 
the bill opened the charge with acquainting the 

B 2 houſe, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723. 
© houſe, that it was only to be ſupported by pro- 
ducing of decyphered letters, full of fictitious 
names, and cant words; they were ſo very fair 
as to confeſs, they had not one living witneſs that 
could charge the Biſhop with any thing, nor even 
ſo much as a letter under his own hand; there- 
fore, on the firſt view, this matter of condemn- 
ing, on ſuch kind of evidence, ought to require 
© our utmoſt caution, leſt we ſhould eſtabliſh a 
* method, which our enemies may hereafter take 
to deſtroy the greateſt and moſt innocent ſubject 
in the kingdom. 

Mr. Wearg cited two caſes, which he would 
© have us receive as precedents to juſtify the ad- 
< mitting of circumſtantial evidence : The one was, 
© the caſe of Aſton, who was condemned on cir- 
* cumſtances only; but, my Lords, this was be- 
fore the treaſon - act was paſſed, which requires 
two poſitive witneſſes, and nothing could induce 
the legiſlature to paſs that law, but a thorough 
© conviction of the danger that might attend the 
admitting of any proots, which were not poſitive 
or certain, The 5 cond caſe he cited, was that 
of Harriſon, for the murder of Dr. Clinch, and 
the learned Gentleman tells you, that it was the 
* pulling out of a handkerchief that led to the diſ- 
* covery of that murder. It is very certain, cir- 
* cumſtances may lead to the diſcovery of evi- 
* dence; but muſt be well ſupported before they 
can be converted into convincing proofs. The 
« firſt piece of evidence that was offered at the bar, 
* was the extracts of letters from abroad, which 
© this houſe ſeems, in ſome meaſure, to have de- 
* clared to be immaterial, when they did not ſo 
© much as deſire to ſee copies of the whole letters, 
nor the originals, and even admitted one to be 
read which was anonymous: But it will not be 
5 improper to obſerve, that, through this whole 

correſpondence, 
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correſpondence, the Biſhop of Rochefter is not 
named. And therefore I cannot ſee why they 
took up our time with reading papers quite fo- 
rejgn from this caſe z eſpecially ſince every body 
allows there has been a conſpiracy, which is the 
only fact to be gathered from 99 9 
dence. The next point which was attempted t 

be proved, was, that Captain Halſtead went t 

« fetch the late duke of Ormond, and was at the 
* deanary with the Biſhop before he imbarked ; 
there are alſo two letters found in the Biſhop's 
* cloſe-ſtool from this Gentleman to his Lordſhip, 
* which were read, and are only appointments for 
* viſits, but mention nothing of this deſign ; and, 
* I think, there was a coachman, that proved Hal- 
* ſtead was an hour with him ſome days before 
he left London. This was opened as a matter of 
great importance; but your Lordſhips muſt re- 
member, that the ſuppoſed deſign of Halſtead's 
bringing the late Dake of Ormond into England, 
* is only proved by hearſay. One of the crew 
belonging to the ſhip in which he went, has de- 
© Poſed, that it was the common report at Billoa, 
* that Halſtead came there on that errand. How 
far common fame is to prevail, I ſubmit : But 
* if this hearſay were true, is every perſon, who 
* was an hour with this Gentleman before his de- 
< parture, ſuppoſed to be privy to this project? 
And what a ſtrained conſtruction is it to inſi- 
* nuate, the Biſhop of Rocheſter knew of his in- 
© tention, becauſe he received a viſit from Hal- 
© ſtead, who was a tenant under his biſhopric ? 
And this is the more extraordinary, ſince it has 
© not been ſo much as pretended, that any cor- 
reſpondence has paſſed between the reverend Pre- 


( 


late and the late Duke. They then produced 


letters directed to one Dumvill, which were de- 
F cyphered. And Mr. Wills was examined to 
| ö B 3 © prove, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1723, 
rove, that they. were rightly and juſtly ex- 
plained. It very well deſerves your Lordſhips 
conſideration, how far this kind of evidence is to 
be admitted: Ithas appeared by the Oath of 
Mr. Wills himſelf, that it is an art which de- 
pends upon conjecture; for this Gentleman has 
confeſſed, that every man 1s liable to a miſtake 
in this, as well as in other ſciences ; he tells 
you, that he and his brother decypherer varied 
in one or two inſtances; he allows, that the 
Chaſms, which they were forced to leave in thoſe 
letters, might alter the ſenſe of them. And 
therefore, I cannot but think, that an accuſation 
grounded pn ſuch proofs, is uncertain and pre- 
carious, The perſon who is the deCypherer, is 
not to be confuted, and what he ſays muſt be 
taken for granted, becauſe the key, cannot be 
produced with ſafety to the public; and conſe- 
quently (if his conjectures be admitted to be evi- 
dence) our liyes and fortunes muſt depend on the 
{kill and honeſty of decypherers, who may with 
ſafety impoſe on the legiflature, when there are 
not means of contradicting them for want of ſee- 
ing their key. My Lords, in the caſe of Cole- 


man, the key was printed, as has been well ob- 


ſerved by the Counſel at the bar, and I am 
very much ſurprized, that Gentlemen of ſuch 
abilities and integrity, as the members of the 
ſecret Committee in another place (who were 
ſo exact as to print the French originals to the 
tranſlated letters, that the world might ſee how 


juſt and candid the proſecutors of the plot were) 


did not, for the ſatisfaction of the public, per- 
mit us to ſee the key in print, on the truth of 
which depends ſuch a chain of conſequences. I 


own myſelf intirely ignorant of this art; but, as 


I ſhould be very far from condemning a man on 


my own conjecture, I ſhould much leſs do it on 


the 
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the conjectures of others. The greateſt certain- 


4 
6 
c 
c 


ty human reaſon knows, is, a mathematical de- 
monſtration, and were I brought to your Lord- 
ſhips bar to be tried upon a propoſition - of Sir 
Iſaac Newton's, which he upon oath ſhould 


«+ ſwear to be true ; I would appeal to your Lord- 
« ſhips, whether I ſhould not be unjuſtly condemn- 
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ed, unleſs he produced his demonſtration, that 
I might have the liberty of inquiring into the 
truth of it, from men of equal ſkill? I cannot 
think any man will allow evidence of this nature 
to be good; but if in this caſe relating to the 
decyphered letters to Dumvill, your Lordſhips 
ſhould admit it, there is nothing mentioned in 
them that can affect the Biſhop, neither is he at 
all named in them, but they are only brought to 
prove the conſpiracy in general. . 

The examinations of Mr. Neynoe are the next 
points that are laid before your Lordſhips ; and, 
I muſt do the Gentlemen at the bar the juſtice 
of ſaying, that they forbore mentioning any 
thing of them, when they opened the charge. 
They were ſo ſenſible that ſuch proofs could 
not have the leaſt weight to affect the Bi- 
ſhop, that though in the caſe of Mr. Kelly they 
were produced againſt him as very material ta 
ſupport that bill, yet they did not think proper 
to name them againſt the Biſhop 3 which I am 
thoroughly perſuaded, is owing to what appear- 
ed at your bar by the examination of Mr. Bing- 
ley, and the univerſal opinion which every per- 
ſon ſeemed to have of the villainy of Mr. Ney- 
noe's tranſactions. Theſe examinations were ne- 
ver ſigned by the perſon, neither was he ever 
examined to them upon oath; ſo that, were they 
of conſequence, and he a perſon of credit, they 
could not be admitted to affect any perſon what- 
ſover, in any court of juſtice or equity, I do 
| B 4 not 
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not mean, that they could not be read according 


© to the ſtrict rules of Wiſtminſter- hall; which is 


admitted on all ſides they could not; but I dare 
« affirm, that no credit can be given to them on 
any account whatſoever. The perſon was cloſe- 
* ly confined, and conſequently in the hands of 
the government, ſo that he was at that time un- 
« der the greateſt apprehenſions, which might, i in 
© ſome meaſure, prevent him from ſpeaking truth, 
< with that ſincerity and candour of which every 
< perſon ought to be maſter, when he is examined 
< on matters of ſuch a nice nature. Though theſe 
< papers were intirely given up by the Counſel for 
the bill, yet the extract of them was read, and 
< they are the viſible foundation of this charge; 6 
- © and if they are inſignificant, the whole accuſa- 
< tion falls to the ground: For the whole proof 
of the Biſhop's dictating to Mr. Kelly, depends 
„on Mr. Neynoe's bare affirmation. The whole 
© of what Neynoe ſays, or is ſuppoſed to ſay, is, 
that Mr. Kelly told him he wrote the Biſhop's 
© letters for him; Mr. Kelly denies it, and Mr. 
© Neynoe was ſo conſcious that he had been guilty 
of many crimes, that he endeavoured to with- 
draw from juſtice, and the providence of God, 
it is ſaid, intercepted him. My Lords, if you 
will conſider the improbabilities of this evidence, 
although it were upon oath, and ſigned by him, 
it cannot be ſupported. He tells you, that he 
was intruſted to draw up memorials to the Re- 
gent; yet none of thoſe have been produced, 
and yer it is apparent the copies of them might, 
with eaſe, have been obtained, if he had been 
as thoroughly preſſed to deliver them, as he was 
© to declare he wrote them. Theſe memorials, he 
< ſaid, were wrote by the order of Mr. Henry Wat- 
s /on, whom he takes to be the late Earl Marſbal: 
And I am certain your Lordſhips did not think 
3 that fact material, ben you came to a reſolution, 


that 
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« that the Biſhop of Rocheſter ſhould not be at li- 
« berty to aſk, 1 was made of the ſaid 


« Neynoe, or if 


gave any ſatisfaction to the 


Lords of Council, touching that important fact 
of Watſon's, whom he took to be Earl Marſhal, 
lying with him ſeveral nights. It was very well 
© obſerved by a learned Gentleman at the bar, 
that no body can believe the late Earl Marſhal 
would have repoſed ſo great a confidence in a 
« perſon, who. was intirely a ſtranger to him, and 
of ſuch little note; and the Facobite party muſt 
© be in a low condition, when they make uſe of 
« ſuch a creature to write papers of that importance. 
* There is ſo much improbability in this and other 
points, and ſo much contradiction in ſeveral 
parts of his examinations, that they appear to 
me, and muſt to all reaſonable men, as the dic- 
tates of fear, and got agreeable to truth. He 
mentions, that the reverend Prelate had ſome 
favours offered him by the court ; but that can- 
not be truch and muſt be added to the reſt of 


theſe abſurdities. 


E 


But, what in my opinion clears up all theſe 


matters, and makes it impoſſible for me to give 
the leaſt credit to this, or any other part of the 
charge, are, the ſeveral teſtimonies of Bingley, 
Skeen, and Stewart. I muſt obſerve, that the 
two firſt perſons, Bingley and Skeey, are actually 
now in ſeparate cuſtodies; and conſequently, 
could have no communication one with another. 
The third is at liberty; but his teſtimony is ſo 
thoroughly ſupported by Mr. Gordon and Mr. 
Kynaſton, that no doubt can ariſe as to the vera- 
city of it. Theſe Gentlemen, who are in the 
hands of the government, are under hopes and 
fears, and therefore, it is certain, when they 
ſpeak a language, which, perhaps, may be diſ- 
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greeable to thoſe on whom they at preſent 
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that prevails. Mr. Bingley was before us in the 


caſe of Kelly, and was alſo examined at the bar of 
the houſe of Commons, tho? | 


upon oath ; and 
tho? he has been more ſeverely treated, as he told 
your Lordſhips, and more ſtrictly confined ſince 
his firſt examination, yet he has perſiſted in his ſto- 
ry; and tho? he was ſo long at your bar, and ſo ma- 


ny queſtions put to him, yet he never varied in any 


one circumſtance, but appeared conſiſtent through 
the whole courſe of his behaviour. I ſhall not de- 
tain your Lordſhips with recapitulating his whole 
evidence; but your Lordſhips will remember, 
he told you, Neynoe abounded in money, which 
Neynoe ſaid (after he was apprehended at Deal) 
an honourable perſon (and on this occaſion, I hope, 
I may name him) Mr. Walpole, gave him: And 
more particularly, he mentions 50 J. which 
Neynoe ſaid he received the night before he 
went to France. Bingley told your Lordſhips, 
That Neynoe bad aſſured bim, he uſed to meet 


ſea ; and, the errand on which he was going to 
France, was, to diſcover ſome ſecrets relating to 
cyphers, which he would have ingaged Bingley 
to have done for him; and particularly, to get 
them, if poſſible, out of Mr. Kelly; V bich, he ſaid, 
could be obtain, would be of great advantage to him. 
That Neynoe had declared to him, He would be 
even with Mr. Kelly, before be was aware of it, or 
words to that effect; and that Mr. Kelly always 
ſeemed averſe to any acquaintance with Mr. 
Neynoe, of whom he entertained a mean opinion. 
That Neynoe's father refuſed him money, which 
makes it highly probable that his poverty was 
the occaſion of his villainy ; and that when he was 
taken at Deal, he had declared to him, Mr. Wal- 
pole expet?ed to find the plot about him; and ſince 
Mr. Walpole could not, he muſt make one for him. 


Neynoe 


this bonourable perſon in the ſtable yard at Chel- 
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Neynoe told Wingley, That this honourable perſon 
b 1 vowed deſtruction to the Biſbop of Rocheſter, 

by ſaying, He would pull down Ne Pride of this 
: : Prelate ; which is ſufficient to convince 

« your, Lordſhips, how little regard ought to 
be had to the hearſay evidence of ſo falſe a 
s wretch. 

Mr. Bingley ſays, that part of this account he had 
given to the Lords of the council: And I could 
have wiſhed, that this examination (as well as 
« ſome others to the ſame purpoſe,) had been laid 
« before the Parliament, 

Mr. Skeene, who is alſo in cuſtody, has depoſed 
that he lay in the ſame houſe with Neynoe, an 
had ſome converſations with him. That Neynoe 
* had told him, What he had ſaid of the Biſhop of 
* Rocheſter, was intirely falſe. And, that Mr. Wal- 
pole had offered bim a conſiderable annuity to turn 
evidence; and had given bim inſtructions before he 
was called in to the Lords, what queſtions would be 
acked him, and what anſwers he ſhould mate; and 
threatened him withNewgate if be wald not comply. 
« Skeene ſays farther, That Neynoe ſwore, (and I 
hope the Reverend Bench will, in ſuch caſe, per- 
mit me to repeat the words) by God, there were 
two plots, one of Mr. Walpole's, againſt the pro- 
tefting Lords, and one of his to bite Mr. Walpole 
* of money; and this ſeems to be the only tune, 
that ever Mr. Neynoe averred any thing upon oath. 
To convince the world, what a creature this Neynoe 
© was, he tells Skeene farther, That once at Lord 
* Townſhend's office, he had a great inclination to 
* have ſtabbed the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He 
tells you, that Neynoe had wrote a paper to declare, 
* That all he had ſaid of Lord Orrery was falſe. 

The next witneſs was Mr. Stewart, who was 
© unfortunately in cuſtody when Neynoe was brought 
c to town from Deal. Stewart lays, That he 1 

* the 
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the ſecond night with Neyoe. Phat Neynoe had 
told him what he had ſaid of the Biſhop, was falſe ; 
and that Mr Walpole had offered him a great ſum 
of money, if he would ſwear to what be ſaid, and 
turn evidence, which he declared he could not do. 
That Mr.Walpole had taken him into another room 
Before he was examined, and told him what queſtions 
© be would probably be asked, and what anſwers he 
* ſhould give. He ſays, That Neynoe told him alſo, 
Dat he had like to have killed Mr.Walpole, and ſo 
© put an end to the plot: And that Mr.Walpole had 
* given him a paper of directions, which he was to 
« anſwer, in order to be a witneſs again the protest- 
* ing Lords, As a confirmation of his teſtimony, 
Stewart ſays, He told this to Mr. Gordon before 
- * Mr. Neynoe was drowned, and to Mr. Kynaſton 
before the meeting of the Parliament. ; 
Mr. Gordon confirms this part of his evidence, 
and aſſures your Lordſhips, that he had heard it 
| from Stewart before the death of Neynoe. And 
i Mr. Kynaſton, a gentleman of an undoubted cha- 
| < racter, lately a member of Parliament for Shrew/- 
© bury, has aſſured your Lordſhips, that he was ac- 
< quainted with Stewart's account of Neynoe before 
© the meeting of the Parliament ;,and adds this cir- 
< cumſtance, that when in the Appendix he ſaw thoſe 
«* ſix queſtions printed, he ſhewed them to Stewart, 
< who ſeemed rejoiced, and ſaid, you ſee, Sir, what I 
© told you is true, Such concurring teſtimonies from 
« perſons kept ſo ſeparate, and who are ſpeaking 
« againſt their own private intereſt, muſt have the 
« greateſt weight, and muſt at leaſt prevent any 
rational and impartial perſon from giving the leaſt 

creditto the bare — of this Philip Neynoe. 
If any doubt could remain, as to the validity of 
this teſtimony, it is ſufficiently confirmed by the 
perſons brought to diſprove it. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer himſelf, does not pretend to de- 
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ny that Neynoe told theſe things, but only adds 
other circumſtances to convince you of Neynoe's 
villainy; and aſſures you, that at the time he was 
receiving favours from him, he was thoroughly 
convinced he intended to cheat him, which was 
the occaſion of his being apprehended. He owned 
the tranſactions between them before Neynoe went 
to France, and particularly the money mentioned 
by Bingley, which are proots that Neynoe muſt have 
diſcloſed theſe ſecrets, fince they could not come 
from Mr. Walpole, and he and Neynoe only were 
privy to it. Mr. Walpole has ſhewn your Lord- 
ſhips the foul draught of the queſtions mentioned 
by Stewart ; and when he denies that part of 
Neynoe's declaration relating to the inſtructions 
given him before the examinations, he owns, he 
was twice alone with him; once the firſt night of 
his being brought to town, and the ſecond time, 
when he gave him the paper of directions, which 
might be foundation enough for Neynoe to frame 
ſo notorious a falſehood. | 

The witneſſes brought by the counſel for the 
bill, to the character of Mr. Bingley, ſeem'd rather 
to confirm it than otherwiſe ; and all agree, they 
never heard any thing againſt his morality. — 
They indeed have faid, he bore the character of 
a Facobite; and ſuffered for having diſperſed a 
libel : But Mr. Baron Gilbert, who was his Judge 
when that puniſhment was inflicted on him, has 
told your Lordſhips, that his private life was not 
vilified at his trial, and that neither perjury or 
forgery was ever laid to his door. Tho? the pu- 
niſhment he ſuffered was the pillory, yet it is the 
crime, and not the puniſhment, that makes the 
ignominy, and for this I can appeal to the learned 
Judges. In order to deſtroy the evidence of Mr. 
Skeene, they produced one Pancier, who tells you, 
that Skeene had revealed many ſecrets to him re- 


* lating to the plot; and particularly of a military 


« cheſk, 


13 


c 
c 
c 
6 
p 


c 
c 
0 
Cc 
c 
c 
c 
6 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
0 
6 
6 
c 
C 
c 
0 
0 
C 
0 
0 


c 
c 
o 
< 
© 
* 
= 


ParntiaMtntTarRyY 4.123. 


che 4 which was collected to carry on theſe ſup- 


poſed deſigns, and ſupport the Facobites.— But! 
preſume every body who heard the two perſons at 
the bar, could not but remark the ſteadineſs with 
which Mr. Skeene denied theſe aſſeverations, and 
the confuſion with which the other affirmed them. 
Mr. Pancier ſeemed to drop ſomething which in- 
tirely deſtroys any credit that could be given to 
him, by ſaying, that he had owned to Mr. Skeene, | 
that he was a friend to this adminiſtration 3 and 
yet has ſworn, that after ſuch a declaration, Skeene | 
had till perſiſted in his ſtory, and revealed ſome | 
part of this intelligence to him. How far this is 
probable, your Lordſhips are the beſt Judges. 
Mr. Pancier goes farther, and tells you, that part 
of this converſation happened in St. James's park, 
in the preſence of one Dufour. This Dufour was 
in the hands of the government, and I can't con- 
ceive why we have never ſeen him or his depo- 
ſitions, when it would have been ſo eaſy to have 
brought this corroborating witneſs to Mr. Pan- 
cier's teſtimony. I can't but think, that the not 
producing this man's evidence, is a ftrong cir- 
cumſtance to convince your Lordſhips he did not 
agree in the ſame ſtory with Mr. Pancier. They 
alſo produced Skeene's attainder for the Preſton 
rebellion : But there have been many acts of grace 
ſince, ſo that he is capable of being an evidence; 
and there has nothing appeared to traduce his 
character as a man of morals. 

In order to ſhew your Lordſhips, that Neynoe 
could not poſlibly make theſe. confeſſions to Mr. 
Skeene and Mr. Stewart, the counſel for the bill, 
maintain, that they will prove Neynoe and the 


Priſoners were not together after the firſt night. 


This would be very material, but I think it ap- 
pears, by the proofs brought to ſupport this aſſer- 
tion, that they frequently have converſed one with 
another. The firſt witneſs they called, was Mr. 


* Crawford 
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< Crawford the Meſſenger, in whoſe houſe the pri- 
© ſoners were in cuſtody ; and, I can't but fay, it 
« ſeems very odd, they ſhould bring a man to ſwear 
© he had done his duty: He has told your Lord- 
* ſhips, that Lord Townſhend had given him orders, 
that Neynoe ſhould be cloſe confined; and if, after 
that, it ſhould appear, that he had neglected ſuch 
directions, there is no queſtion but that he inſtant- 
© ly, and deſervedly, would have been removed out 
© of his imployment. This Meſſenger, in this ſi- 
tuation, tells you, that after the firſt night, they 
never converſed, to the beſt of his knowledge. 
That Mr. Skeene called Neynoe a rogue of an in- 
former; and ſpoke in very hard terms of him; 
* which I, indeed, think it appears the fellow well 
* deſerved. Crawford ſays, that Mr. Neynoe had 
* ſome paper, two ſheets of which he found miſſing. 
* He likewiſe ſwears, that Mr. Stewart lay upon the 
* ſtairs; and owns, he had at that time two ſervant- 
* maids. Mrs. Crawford, his mother, ſwears, 
© that the priſoners were never together: That ſhe 
kept the keys of the rooms herſelf, but uſed to 
« ſend up the maid, Hannah Wright, with the din- 
© ner.— Your Lordſhips will obſerve, that both this 
< woman and her ſon, ſwear to the beſt of their 
knowledge only, and are far from poſitive wit- 
neſſes. Hannah Wright, when ſhe was firſt called, 
* ſpoke in the ſame language with them, tho? ſhe 
* afterwards recollected herſelf better. When the 
* Biſhop came to rejoin, Francis Wood, Thomas 
* Hood, and Mr. Ruſſel ſeverally ſay, that this 
* HannabVright had declared to them, that ſhe uſed 
to let the priſoners converſe together whenever ſhe 
had an opportunity, which was when Mr. Craw- 
ford and his Mother were out of the way; and that 
© ſhe uſed to ſtand upon the ſtairs, and give notice 
* when any _ came, that they might retire 
into their ſeveral rooms. And the other maid, 
* whoſe name is Chriſtian, has depoſed, that Hannah 
| gave 
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gave the key of Neynoe's room to Stewart, and 
ſeveral times deſired Stewart to go up to him, and 
that they were together an hour or more. And when 
Hannah was called a ſecond time, ſhe owned ſhe 
was turned away for ſuſpicion of having helped 
Neynoe in his eſcape ; that ſhe has left Skeene's door 
open, who lay near Neynoe ; and that there was 


a large hole in Neynoe*s door through which they | 


might converſe. She ſaid, that Neynoe gave her 
a paper, which ſhe wasto convey for him, but that 
it was taken out of her boſom, and burnt by one 
of the priſoners, When Mr. Stewart ſaid, that 
he ſat upon Neynoe's bed the ſecond night, and 
lay in the garret where there was a partition, bat 
a communication between them, Hannah ſaid, ſhe 
could not be poſitive to that, but believes it true. 
Mr. Crawford, when he was called to that point, 
according to his uſual cuſtom, ' denies it to the 
beſt of his knowledge. Your Lordſhips will now 
judge, whether the greateſt credit 1s to. be given 
to the belief of a Meſſenger and his mother, who 
are ſwearing that they did their duty; or, to the 
poſitive oaths of Skeene, Stewart, Gordon, Kynaſton, 
Francis Wood, Thomas Wood, Ruſſel and Chriſtian, 
confirmed by the confeſſion of Hannah Wright, 
when ſhe came to be croſsexamined and confront- 
ed. This concludes what has appeared at the 
bar, relating to Mr. Neynoe and his tranſactions, 
and I am pretty certain, every impartial body 
mult agree with me, that ſo far from giving the 
leaſt credit to what he ſays, there have appeared 
ſuch circumſtances in the tranſactions which are 
now come to light, that muſt make the greateſt 
caution neceſſary, before we believe any other 
part of the charge. Your Lordſhips will take no- 
tice, that Mr, Crawford:confeſles Mr. Neynoe had 
the uſe of paper, and found two ſheets miſſing; 
and Hannah Wright owns ſhe had a paper from 
him, which was burnt by one of the — 
4 15 
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This, my Lords, undoubtedly was the paper re- 
* lating to Lord Orrery, mentioned by Skeene in 
his Evidence. | 91 5 

] am now coming to the great and only foun- 
« dation remaining to ſupport this bill: If Neynoe's 
« hearſay, is not to be believed, which is the proof 
« that was offered to ſhew, that Mr. Kelly was the 
« Biſhop's Secretary, and uſed to write for him; and 
particularly, that the Biſhop directed three letters, 
« which were wrote in Kelly's hand, and tranſmitted 
to France under cover to Monſieur Gordon le Fils. 


Every body muſt agree, that unleſs the dictating 


of theſe letters be clearly proved, the Biſhop ought 
to be acquitted; and when, hereafter, this great 
« affair comes. to be canvaſſed by poſterity, it will 
« ſtand or fall as this fact ſhall be ſtrongly made ap- 
« pear. They firſt read Pluntet's cypher, and Mr. 
© Panradick atteſts it to be his hand- writing. When 
< this piece of evidence was offered, people were at 
© a joſh to know what they intended to make of it, 
and little thought, that they ſhould be drove to 
make uſe of Fack/on, ſtanding for the Pretender in 
that cypher, to ſkew that the letter directed to 
* Fackſon(oneof the three before- mention'd affirmed 
to be dictated by the Biſhop of Rocheſter to Mr. 
* Kelly) was to the Pretender ; I ſhall take notice of 
* this extraordinary proceeding when I come to con- 
* ſider thoſe letters. I ſhall only ſay now, that were 
Mr. Plunket*s correſpondence to be regarded, the 
plot is of a very deep nature, for he has had the 
* 1mpudence to inſinuate the moſt ridiculous aſper- 
* ſions againſt the greateſt men among us. Three 
of his letters were read out of cypher, in two of 
* which Mr. Fohn/on is named; that is Mr. Kelly ; 
but neither Mr. Kelly, or the Biſhop of Rocheſter 
* are allowed places in his cypher, and conſequent- 
ly were not in an aſſociation with him. Jobnſon 
is only ſpoke of by Plunket, when he is mention- 
* ing domeſtic news, and in no other manner than 
Vor. IX, 8 might 
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< might be in every news letter that went by the 
< general-poſt. In order to ſhew that the three let- 
ters ſent under cover to Mr. Gordon le Fils, were 
s Mr. Kellys hand-writing, which they very juſtly 
thought was neceſſary to be made appear before 
they proved thattheBiſhop was concerned in them; 
they produced a letter of the 20th of Auguſt, 
* which a Clerk of the Poſt- office ſwears was =: 
at the general Poſt- office. To convince us this 
© letter is Mr. Kelly's writing, Hutchins the Meſſen- 
ger ſays, to the beſt of his knowledge, it is Mr. 
« Kelly's hand; and at the ſame time owns, he never 
© ſaw him write till after his commitment, and then 


he ſtood by him while he wrote two letters, one to 


Lord Townſhend, the other to Mr. Delafaye ; thoſe 
letters were produced at the bar, and therefore eve- 
ry Lord in the houſe is as good a Judge of the ſi- 
* militude as the Meſſenger, who has lately been re- 
© ſtored into favour, on what account I cannot tell. 
* If Mr. Kelly, during his confinement, counterfeit- 
ed and diſguiſed his hand, then the Meſſenger's 
© evidence can't be of any weight; and if he wrote 
< as uſual, then every pores is equally capable of 
* framing an opinion of it who ſees the three letters. 
* Thenextwitneſs is Malone, who ſwears, he has ſeen 
him direct letters, but can't tell how long ſince he 
* ſaw him write, nor how often. The perſons who 
* contradict this evidence are ſo poſitive, ſo clear, 
* and ſoconcurring in their teſtimony, that no doubt 
can riſe upon it. Mr. Bingley, when he was ſhewn 
this letter, ſwears it is not like his hand-writing. 
Mr. Brown, a peruke-maker, well acquainted 
with his writing, when he was ſhewn the letter of 
the 2oth of Auguſt, and the date of it hid, by the 
< counſel for the bill (ſo that he could not know 
What paper it was before him) ſwears it is not his 
* hand-writing : When the letter to Delafaye was 
produced, he declared, that was his W 
i - | x en 


- 4 „ R WK A 8 R -8 RM M K mmm a Aa e G r 1 n 10 Leo. oo ann a M.. * 


A723; DEBATES, 


When another paper was ſhewn, (I think it was 
the marriage articles) he ſaid, that was more like 
* his hand- writing than that of the 2oth of Auguſt, 
but he did not believe it was wrote by him; and 
< when they queſtioned him upon the letter to Lord 
* Townſhend, he ſwore it was Mr. Kelly's hand-wri- 
ting. Mr. Pickering, who had occaſion to know 
Mr. Kelly's hand, having lent him ſome money, 
© and received ſeveral notes and letters from him 
during that tranſaction, does agree with Mr. Brown 
in every particular, and moſt minute circumſtance 
* which is a clear and evident proof, that this letter 
of the 2oth of Auguſt, was not wrote by Mr. Kelly. 
The difference, which they tell your Lordſhips, 
they obſerve between the cut of the letters in that 
of the 2oth of Augyſt and the others, is, that one 
is longer and ſtraiter, the other wider and ſhorter, 
which is obvious to any body that will look on 
both, and is a confirmation of their veracity. The 
$ proſecutors of the plot might have proved this 
better, and not have been driven to the teſtimony 
of a Meſſenger to ſupport this great foundation of 
their charge, It is notorious what ſearch they 
have made for evidence of all kinds; and as Mr, 
Kelly was educated in a College, they might eaſily 
have found credible witneſſes to that point, if thoſe 
letters had been wrote by him. In the caſe of 
+ ſimilityude of hands, when it has been the moft 
clearly and poſitively proved, as on the trial of 
Colonel Sidney, it has been eſteemed to be crue} 
that a man ſhould be convicted on ſuch kind of 
evidence; and the attainder of that unfortunate 
© gentleman was reverſed for that reaſon. In Sidney's 
* trial, his bankers ſwore, they uſed to pay bills 
* drawn by him in the hand-writing they were 
* ſhewn, and no perſons could contradict them; 
* and yet the ſentence againſt him was a great ble- 
* miſh to that reign. The great Lord Chief Juſtice 
oy "2x". Holl, 
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Holt, in the caſe of Crosby, refuſed to admit it ; 
and the Lord Chief Baron Bury, on Francia's 
trial, followed that example. At preſent, there 
is no evidence that it is Mr. Kz/ly*s hand, and there 
is poſitive proof that it is not. Therefore, we who 
live under ſo equitable, juſt, and happy a govern- 
© ment, can never cenvict a man, in theſe days of 
© liberty, on ſuch inſufficient conjectures. 
They next produced the three letters, which, 
they would inſinuate, were wrote by Kelly, and 


r 


* 


the Clerks of the Poſt- office, to have been ſtopt 
going to France. The Biſhop deſired to examine 
them relating to theſe letters being detained, and 
would fain have known who took them out of 
the mail; this he thought was proper for him to 
demand, ſince he ſeemed to inſinuate, that he 
© queſtioned their ever having been in the Poſt- office. 


La) 


© to be made on this head, and voted it inconſiſtent 
< with the public ſafety, and unneceſſary for the defence 


© of the priſoner, io permit any farther queſtions to be 


* asked in relation to this important affair. Theſe 


* honeſt gentlemen, the Clerks of the Poſt-office, | 


have depoſed farther, that the papers produced, 
< are true copies of the originals detained by them ; 


© tho*at the ſame time, they confeſs, they never ex- 


amined them after they had copied them. They 


© poſitively ſwore farther, that the originals were 


of the ſame hand with the letter ofthe 2oth of Auguſt, 
< tho? they affirm this barely upon memory, never 
having mark'd any letter in order to know it again; 
and one of them declared upon oath, that he did 
not believe there could be ſuch an imitation of 
< Kelly's hand as could deceive him, tho? the whole 


© houſe agrees, that hands may be counterfeited ſo 


as to deceive the men that wrote them. They 
* own, they never compared two original letters be- 
* * tween 


dictated by the Biſhop, and which were {worn by | 
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tween the 24th of Auguſt and 2oth of April, tho? 
they might have ſtopt a letter one poſt, without 
prejudice to the government, in order to be more 
certain in their evidence. Thus, ſhould this bill 
paſs, this great man mult fall by the dependence 
this Houſe muſt have on the memory of theſe 
Clerks. Mr. Lewis, who has long ſerved in the 
Secretary's office, tells us, that frequently letters 
and ſeals uſed to be counterfeited; and in a more 
particular manner, by one Broctet, who excelled 
ſo much in this art, that he has cheated many per- 
ſons, and has ſo far deceived them, that they have 
not known his copy from their own originals, 


When theſe letters, thus atteſted, came to be 
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read, they are in cypher, ſa that it muſt again de- 
pend on the honeſty of a decypherer, before they 
can poſſibly be made treaſonable. Mr. Wills de- 
clares, they were truly decyphered according to 
the beſt of his judgment and {kill ; and that the 
number 1378, which is ſubſcribed to the third 
letter directed to Fackſon, ſtands for the letter R. 


But when ſome Lords aſked him a queſtion, which 


perhaps, had he anſwered, might have proved 
him to be under a miſtake ; he refuſes to give an 
anſwer, either in the affirmative or negative, for 
fear of revealing his art. Your Lordſhips thought 
proper to prevent any farther croſs-examination of 
this gentleman, by a reſolution. Mr. Wills ſays, 
He ewes theſe letters decyphered to my Lord 
Townſhend before he communicated them to Mr. 
Corbiere, who is a Clerk in the Secretary's office, 
and then he ſays, that Mr. Corbiere and he agreed. 


Before theſe letters can yet prejudice the Biſhop, 


the cant names in them muſt be explained, ac- 
cording to the key which the proſecutors of the 
plot have made; and in order to it, we muſt be- 
lieve, that Fackſon ſtands for the Pretender, becauſe 
Mr. Plunket gave him that title in his cypher. 


Can there be a greater abſurdity-than to imagine a 


C 3 « perſon 
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« perſon of the Biſhop of Rocheſter's capacity, ſhould 
8 9 a name of that conſequence, from ſo inſig- 
« nificant a wretch as Plunket, who it does not ap- 
< pear ever ſaw him? Indeed, the counſel for the 
< bill did not read theſe letters againſt the Biſhop, 
* ſince they had no proof of his dictating of them, and 
they were only read on account of the general con- 
* ſpiracy. I muſt obſerve, it was a great artifice of 
< theſelearned gentlemen, whenever there was a piece 
of evidence to which the Biſhop objected, they con- 
« ſtantly pretended, they produced it to the plot in 
general; for they knew it could not be admitted 
* againſt the reverend Prelate; but yet when they 
came to ſum up, they applied them to this particu- 
lar caſe ; which is not agreeable to that candour 
that is neceſſary on fuch occaſions. If your Lord- 
* ſhips ſhould be of opinion, that Kelly wrote them; 
that they were ſtopped at the Poſt-office that they 
* were duly copied; that they were truly decyphered, 
and the cant names explained; yet {till this cannot 
affect the Biſhop, unleſs it be fixed upon him that 
* hedictated them: Two of them were ſigned Jones 
and Illington, and to induce your Lordſhips to be- 
© lieve the Biſhop was guilty, as they affirmed, they 
© endeavour to prove thoſe names muſt denote him. 
* And, in order to it, they read fome letters, affirm- 


eld in the ſame manner by the Clerks of the Poſt- 


office, to be his hand- writing; but firit they read 
a cypher taken upon Mr. Dennis Kelly, and ſworn 
by the Meſſenger Hutchins to be wrote by George | 
* Kelly. I can obferve nothing upon this cypher, but 
that the Biſhop of Rocheſter is not mentioned in it, 
« which ſeems very extraordinary, and is not a proof 
of the reverend Prelate's being ingaged in a con- 
* ſpiracy. The letters they read of Mr. Kelly, are of 
© no moment, and are only calculated to fix the name 
of Foxes and Illington upon the Biſhop. They give 
© an account of his Lady's death, the Biſnop's own ill- 
* nefs, his going to and from Bromley z and in ſome of 

| | them, 
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them, the dog Harlequin is mentioned. It ſeems 


* repugnant to reaſon, that in a treaſonable correſ- 
© pondence of this importance, a gentleman ſhould 


« yenture his life to give an account of the ſtate of ' 


one perſon's private affair, and entertain his friends 
abroad with no other buſineſs in ſuch a tract of 
time. In the letters directed to Mr. Andrews at 
the dog and duck, which are proved to have been 
© received by Mr. Kelly, Janes and Illington are not 
© named, and thoſe in which we find them, were 
« ſuch as paſſed through the Poſt-office, and were 
© atteſted like thoſe under cover to Gordon le Fils. 
© It is not likely, that in a tranſaction of ſo ſecret a 
nature, Mr. Kelly ſhould take ſuch pains to give 
* ſuch a deſcription as might give the leaſt room for 
© a ſuſpicion that the Biſhop was concerned; much 
© leſs to have mentioned ſo many particulars, as it 
may be ſuggeſted he has done, if there could be 
any poſlibility of wreſting the meaning of Jones 
and Ilington, and interpreting of them to mean 
* theBiſhop. William Wood, the Biſhop's coachman, 
is brought to prove the particular times of the Bi- 
* ſhop's being in or out of town, in order to ſhew, 
that they agree with the times mentioned of Jones 
and Illington in the intercepted correſpondence; 
and he refreſhes his memory by a book of memo- 
* randums, which might have been deſtroyed, if it 
had been apprehended by the Biſhop's friends, 


that ſuch evidence could affect him. What they 


next attempt, was to ſhew that the dog brought o- 
ver by Mr. Kelly from France, and which Mrs. 
© Barnes ſwears, that he once told her was for the 
« Biſhop of Rocheſter, was a ftrong circumſtance to 
fix the name of 7//;ngton on the Biſhop. Mrs. Barnes, 
* who is under the cuſtody of a meſſenger, is the on- 
ly witneſs to this point, and what ſhe ſays, is only 


© hearſay from Kelly : She owns that Kelly never told 


her ſo but once, and that was when ſhe thought to 
© have kept it for herſelf : And, indeed, it might be 
T 2 barely 


23 


24 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1723. 


barely an excuſe to prevent his parting with it, 


for he had promiſed to bring her ſuch a preſent 
< before he went to France. She owns, that to her 
© knowledge, the Biſhop never ſaw the dog, nor 
« ſent any meſſage about it, which ſeems to be very 
© extraordinary, that if this preſent was of ſuch great 
* conſequence, he ſhould not have had curioſity e- 
© nough, atleaſt, to ſee it: An affidavit was read 
from Bermingham, a ſurgeon in Paris, which ſays, 
© that he gave this dog to Mr. Kelly, for Mrs. Barnes. 
It is proper to obſerve another great improbabi- 
© lity, which is, in a letter wrote a few days after 
the death of theBiſhop's lady, it is ſaid, Mr. Iling- 
© ton was in great tribulation for the loſs of poor 
Harlequin; and can it be ſuppoſed, that at a time 
< when the Biſhop was in affliction for the death of 
© his wife, he ſhould indecently diſcoyer ſo much 
« orief for ſuch a trifle? I think this is ſufficient to 
* convince any Ow whatſoever, that this correſ- 
* pondence is of a very extraordinary nature. Mrs. 
Barnes has told your Lordſhips, that Mr. Kelly 
came from France the 11th of April. 

© I am now come to the only piece of evidence 
that ſeems particularly levelled at the Biſhop : 
Which is, the proof that has been given of the 
« dictating thoſe letters; and unleſs this be clearly 
and plainly made appear, I cannot conceive that 
© any thing can be laid to this prelate's charge. Un- 
* leſs it is evident, that the Biſhop did dictate as al- 


ledged, I cannot think any of your Lordſhips can 


vote him guilty according to the rules of juſtice ; 
© for no man 1s ſafe either in his life, liberty, or for- 
© tune, if he may be deprived of either, on account 
© of a correſpondence, in which it does not appear 
he was concerned. Tho? your Lordſhips ſhould ſo 
far credit the precarious evidence, at your bar, as 
to believe that Jones and Ilington ſtood for the Bi- 
* ſhop of Rocheſter; yet, unleſs it is plain, that it 
was with his privity, it is certainly impoſſible 0 
| bil 
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pill ſhould paſs; and if it ſhould, it will hereafter 
© be in the power of any two Men, one at home, 
and one abroad, to ruin the moſt innocent perſon, 
by entering, without his knowledge, into a cor. 
© reſpondence of this nature. If the being named 
in treaſonable letters, be a crime, though it does 
not appear it was with the privity of ſuch per- 
« ſons, I will ſubmit to your Lordſhips, how far 
men of the greateſt zeal to the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, are to be affected by Mr. Plunket's infinu- 
* ations. No man ought to ſuffer for the ſuggeſ- 
tions of another perſon, unleſs it, appears he has 
given great foundation for them. And in this 
© caſe, would it not be moſt extraordinary and moſt 
* unjuſt, to puniſh this reverend prelate, for a 
crime which there is no proof he ever commit- 
* ted? I mean, the dictating of theſe letters. And 
© if, on the other hand, the unfortunate circum- 
© ſtances of his affairs has furniſhed him with 
© means of ſhewing, beyond contradiction, that he 
could not be concerned in the letters of the 2oth 
© of April, that for a conſiderable time before, he 
could not ſee Mr. Kelly; and. that there never 
© was an intimacy between them; then my Lords, 
© I hope, every man who gives his vote for the re- 
jecting this bill, has the ſtrongeſt evidence of his 
* ſide to ſupport his opinion; and need not be 
© afraid or aſhamed to own it here, or any where 
© elſe. | 
This part of the evidence being of great con- 
* ſequence, I muſt beg your Lordſhips attention 
* whillt I recapitulate the heads of it as clearly and 
* diſtinctly, as poſſibly I can. The firſt witneſs 
they called, was Flower, a chairman, who ſwears, 
© that he carried Kelly twice or thrice to the dean- 
© ary ; but that the Biſhop was never at home, and 
* conſequently did not fee him. His partner ſwore, 
© he carried him, with Flower, one of thoſe times. 
The next perſon produced, was a porter, one 
* Vanklear, 
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Vanlear, who depoſed, that he went about Christ. 
mas was twelve month, twice, with meſſages 
from Kelly to the Biſhop ; the laſt of which 
times, he carried ſome Beaver ſtockings ; that the 
Biſhop ſent for him up ſtairs, gave his ſervice to 
Mr. Jobnſon, and thanked him for his preſent. 
Mrs. Kilburn, at whoſe houſe Mr. Kelly lodged, 
ſays, that once a ſervant came from the Biſhop, 
to know how Mr. Jobnſon did, and was {war 5 
could not have his company at dinner. William 
Mood the Biſhop's coachman, ſays, he once ſtop- 
ped in Bury-ſftreet, but does not know for what; 
and that the Biſhop ſent a ſervant ſomewhere, 
who preſently returned. And, Lloyd, who keeps 
the Star and Garter in Palace-Yard has told us, 
that Neynoe once came to his houſe, and told him, 
he ſtaid for an ingenious Gentleman, who was 
gone to the Biſhop of Rocheſter's houſe, This is 
all the proof they offered of this intimacy, from 
which they would infer, that the Biſhop dictated 
theſe letters, and 1s conſequently guilty of the 
crimes laid to his charge. 

If your Lordſhips conſider what was produc- 
ed on the other ſide, I am ſure you muſt agree 
there is no foundation for this aſſertion. Mrs. 
Kilburn denies, to the beſt of her knowledge, 
that the Biſhop ever came to her houſe, or that 
his coach ever ſtopp:d there, or ever was ſent 
for Kelly. That Kelly did not go out of town, 


from the time he came from France, till he was 


taken up, the 19th of May, and never lay out 
of her houſe one night. This was confirmed 
by her maid Anne Ellis. Mrs. Barnes ſays, ſhe 
never heard of any meſſage from the Biſhop to 
Kelly, nor ever had any converſation with him 
about the Biſhop. William Wood the coachman, 
who lived with the Biſhop four years, has de- 
clared, that the Biſhop of Rocheſter never ſent 


him with his coach to Bury: ſtreet to fetch any 


perſon 
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perſon from thence ; that there was no ſtranger 
at Bromley for a fortnight before his lady died, 
which was the 26th of April; that no-body could 
come in a coach, or on horſe-back, but he muſt 
know eit; that he never ſaw ſuch a perſon as 
Mr. Kelly, *till he was ſhewed him at the Tower ; 
and, that the Biſhop went ill of the gout to 
Bromley the 12th of April, and did not return 
to London, *till the 7th of May. Malone, Mrs. 
Barnes's ſervant, ſays, that ſhe never ſaw the 
Biſhop, or any of his ſervants, with Mr. Kel/y. 
Thomas Grant, who has been the Biſhop's ſervant 
nine years, has declared, that the Biſhop went 
to Bromley the 12th of April very ill of the 

out, and that no ſtranger could come to him, 
rom the time he went to Bromley, *till after his 
wife's death; that one or other of the ſervants 
always fat up with him; and that no perſon 
could viſit him, but they muſt know it; for 
they were either in the ſame room, or the next 
room to him; and that no ſtranger, except Dr. 
Aldridge and the apothecary, came near him. 
Grant ſays, that he was forced to go to town to 
attend at the Yeſtminſter election of ſcholars of 
the 21ſt of April, but left Beaucamp there, who 
came down for that purpoſe on the _—_ Beau- 
camp and Steen, who were the two ſervants that 
attended with Grant, fwear the ſame thing. Su- 
ſannab Harvey, Sarah Jones, Thomas Farnden, 
Elizabeth Higginſon, and all the ſervants agree, 
that they never heard of any perſon by the name 
of Kelly or Fohnſon being with the Biſhop. And 
Mrs. Ingliſb, who took the names of the Biſhop's 
viſiters for many years, does not remember, 
that ſhe ever heard of ſuch a perſon as Kelly or 
Johnſon. And I doubt not, but that every 
Lord muſt allow, that it is not poſſible to have 
a more clear, a more ſtrong, or legal proof to a 
negative, than this is. I muſt obſerve, that — 
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of theſe ſervants have been in ſtrict cuſtody, 
and ſeverely uſed, particularly Farnden, and yet 
your Lordſhips ſee how unanimous they are in 
their Evidence; and their teſtimony is ſo poſitive, 
that I cannot conceive any perſon can ſuggeſt 
there was the leaſt intimacy between this reve- 
rend prelate and Mr. Rely ; and much leſs, that 
he could be with him to write the letters that are 
dated the 19th of April. Mr. Reeves did, in- 
deed, ſo far agree, as to be of opinion, that they 
might have been wrote the 11th of April, which 
was the day Kelly came from France : But, my 
Lords, Mrs. Barnes has depoſed, he went to bed 
the minute he came home, and lay there for a 
conſiderable time; beſides, it is improbable, that 
letters wrote the 11th, ſhould not be ſent *till 
the 19th. - But if any farther argument was ne- 
ceſſary to confute this abſurd ſuppoſition, the 
Earl of Sunderland's death is mentioned in the 
letter to Chivers, and that noble Lord died the 
19th, at which time it has been proved, Mr. 
Kelly was not with the Biſhop. 

The Biſhop of St. Aſaph did, at firſt, per- 
emptorily contradi& one part of Mr. Grant's 
evidence, by ſaying, he had received a letter 


from the Biſhop of Rocheſter, at the time which 


Grant has ſworn he was ſo ill of the gout that 
he could not write. His Lordſhip poſitively 
affirmed, that he received this letter on Saturday 
the 21ſt of April in the morning, and ſaw Grant 
in London between twelve and two : But when it 
was proved that Grant did not leave Bromley 
*till the evening of that day, and that another 
perſon officiatgd for him as butler in the deanary, 
by reaſon of his abſence, then the Biſhop ſeem- 
ed to think himſelf under a miſtake, and allow- 
ed it might have been ſome time before. His 
Lordſhip owned he never received a letter from 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter before nor ſince, and 


therefore 
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therefore was a ſtranger to his hand. I could 
have wiſhed this reverend Prelate had recolle&- 
ed himſelf more fully, before he had given his 
teſtimony in a matter of this great importance to 
one of his brethren. 

There was another witneſs examined, which 
was Crofton the ſhoemaker, to prove that Talbot 
(who was faid to have received the three letters 
directed to Gordon le Fils) was at that time in 
London when he was ſuppoſed to have been in 
Bologn. Crofton ſwears he ſaw him in town the 
29th of April, and proved it by his book. There 
was another perſon call'd whoſe name was Don- 
ner, that depoſed, Gordon owned to him the re- 
cciving of this packet; but an affidavit was pro- 


duced from Gordon in which he denies it. Don- 


ner's evidence is only hearſay, the other is poſi- 
tive. The counſel for the bill, produced ſome 
papers, which were taken in the Biſhop's cuſtody 
when he was apprehended, and endeavour to 
draw very ill natured and forced conſtructions 
from them. The firſt was a letter from the 
Dutcheſs of Ormond, in which ſhe acquaints him, 
That ſhe had ſomething to ſend him, which ſhe 
could not truſt to a better hand; or words to that 
effect. And this they would pretend to inſi- 
nuate, were ſome treaſonable papers. I appeal to 
all mankind, whether it is not very extraordi- 
nary to ſuppoſe, that the Biſhop ſhould be pre- 
ſumed to convey a traiterous correſpondence 
through that channel. Every body knows the 
friendſhip which was between the reverend pre- 
late and that family, and it is not ſurprizing hat 
this unfortunate lady ſhould think him a proper 
perſon to conſult, and intruſt with her own af- 
fairs. Therefore I cannot think that theſe ge- 
neral expreſſions can at all affect him. The 


next they read, is a paper found or pretended = 
+ be 


© be found, at the deanary, ſubſcribed to Dubois, 
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but without date; in this the perſon who writes 
it, ſays, he received a letter by Mr, Jobnſon, to 
which che returned an anſwer in his hand. The 
ſecret Committee, at firſt, apprehended, that this 
was received by the Biſhop, and thus it paſſed 
til} upon ſeizing a letter wrote in the Tower b 

his Lordſhip, they found a ſimilitude in the ſeals, 
which immediately inlightened them, and then 
it was preſently ſaid to have been wrote by the 
Biſhop. They then wanted to fix this to be the 
Biſhop's own hand-writing, and they could find 
no other way of doing it, but pretending there 
was a ſimilitude between the Fs in this letter, 
and thoſe which the Biſhop generally uſed, I 
believe 1t 1s the firſt time that ever ſuch an ar- 
gument was brought to prove that the whole let- 
ter has been wrote by a perſon ; much leſs was 
it ever pretended to be offered to a court of juſ- 
tice againſt any priſoner whatſoever ; but, I be- 
lieve, there 1s no man acquainted with the Bi- 
ſhop's hand, but ſees it 1s not wrote by him. 
They would alſo affirm, that when in this let- 
ter the Biſhop 1s ſuppoſed to ſay, that he return- 
ed an anſwer in Mr. Johnſon's hand, it muſt be 
underſtood to be his hand writing; which, I muſt 
confeſs, does not at all appear to be a neceſſary 
concluſion ; for he might deliver his anſwer into 


Mr. Jobnſon's hand, which is more natural to 
* ſuppoſe than the other, Your Lordſhips muſt 
judge, how improbable it is, that the Biſhop 
* ſhould keep ſuch a letter by him, which he wrote 
* himſelf ; or that, when ſuch care is taken as the 


< proſecutors of the plot themſelves ſay, for prevent- 
ing any perſons diſcoyering the intimacy between 


Mr. Kelly and him, ſuch a ſecret ſhould be truſted 


in writing, and even without a cypher. The 
two ſeals which gave this turn, are Cicero's heads 


which 
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« which are very common, and are to be found 
every where. They are one broke, the other 
« whole, which muſt make it very difficult to 
judge of them; and it is allowed, that, at beſt, 
© jt is but precarious evidence. If Mr. Neynoe 
« ſpeaks truth when he ſaid, The Biſhop bad notice 
© of the ſtorm that threatened him, I am certain, 
* that this paper, if it could have been apprehended 
* of conſequence, would have been deſtroyed ; but, 
I believe, it was impoſſible for him, or any body 
* elſe, to think it ſhould meet with ſuch an expla- 
* nation. 

© The next letter they produced, which they 
© ſeemed to think material, was that which was ſeiz- 


© ed on his ſervant going to Mr. Morice : In this 


people, could not affect him; but as he does 
© not mention Mr. Kelly, they would have it pre- 
* ſumed, that this is a proof, that Kelly could 
* have ſaid ſomething of him; but, I think, this 
* muſt appear to be a very 'i!-natured aſſertion. 
* Your Lordſhips will conſider, he was then writ- 
ing to his ſon-in-law z and therefore no great 
* accuracy was neceſſary. In another place, he 
* ſays, that if they impeached him, he ſhould re- 
* main in priſon for ſome time; and this they 
* would decypher to be an implication of his guilt. 
hut, in my poor opinion, it is the reverſe 
© he ſeems to ſay, that if the Commons ſhould be 
induced to ſend up an impeachment againſt him, 
© he was ſo ſatisfied of his own innocence, and 
your Lordſhips juſtice, that he thought the con- 
finement *till his trial, would be the only mis- 
fortune that could attend him. The example of 
the Earl of Oxford was recent in his memory 
and might juſtly create in him a fear of under- 
going a long impriſonment. It is objected, that 
he, in this letter, makes no proteſtations of his 

_— F innocence : 


* he ſays, that the evidence of Plunłet, and thoſe . 
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innocenee: But if you will conſider he writes to Mr. 
Morice, I believe every body will agree, That ſuch 
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I cannot conceive why we were troubled with it. 
I have now gone thro? the whole Evidence that 
is brought tojuſtify this extraordinary proceeding, 
and muſt obſerve the ſteps that have been taken to 
procure all the poſſible means to work the deſtruc- 


ſervants confined, who, it does not appear, were 
guilty of the leaſt glimpſe of treaſon. Lawſon, a 

baker of Bromley, who appeared at your bar, has 
been employed to examine the perſons in the 

Biſhop's neighbourhood, in order to find the leaſt 
particular that could amount to the ſhadow of a 
proof, and went ſo far as to offer Hood the Coach- 

man, the wages that were due to him, if he would 

have gone the lengths that were required. Mr. 

Bingley told us in the caſe of Kelly (and as it has not 

been diſproved, it ts to be taken for granted) that 
a warrant was ſhewn by the meſſenger, ſigned by 

a ſecretary of ſtate, to carry him to Newgate,which 

he was told was unavoidable, unleſs he would own 

the letter of the 2oth of Auguſt to be Mr. Kelly's 

| handwriting; but it appeared the next day, to be 
nothing but in order to terrify him. Mr. Kelly 
* himſelf has told your Lordſhips, That Mr. Dela- 
« faye offered him his own terms, if he would have 
turned evidence: And this was done to deſtroy the 
* Biſhop of Rocheſter; or, to ſpeak in the language 
© mentioned at your bar, To pull down the pride of 
this baugbiy Prelate. Your, Lordſhips may remem- 
ber, That Mr, Wearg objects to the Biſhop's ſer- 
< vants, becauſe two of them had employments, as 
5 . by his Lordſhip's own letter; but, when 
< they were examined, they acquainted the houſe, 
that it was upon reading the Report, that they re- 
| _— collected 
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declarations were not neceſſary. Mr. Layer's at- 
tainder was read; but it does not appear, that the 
Biſhop had any correſpondence with him; therefore 


tion of this great man. You have ſeen his very | 
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collected the Biſhop's circumſtances before the 
death of his wife. And if every man, who has a 
place under the Biſhop, is not to be eſteemed a free 
* agent when he is upon oath, I hope it will be al- 
« lowed on the other hand, That thoſe, who have em- 
© ployments under the government, ought not to be 
« admitted ; then all the witneſſes, that have been 
brought to ſupport the bill, from the decypherer 
© to the meſſenger, will be diſcredited, and the 
«* whole proſecution muſt fall to the ground. 

My Lords, It has been as great a hardſhip as has 
attended the Biſhop, that he has been forced to 
© prove a negative; and the difficulty has been the 
« {tronger upon him, that your Lordſhips have not 
permitted Mr. Kelly to be examined, as was moved 
0 by a learned Lord in my eye; and if the gentle- 
man had ſworn what he ſo ſolemnly affirmed at 
your bar, relating to this affair, I cannot conceive 
ve could have had the leaſt debate. The noble 


| © Lords, who appear the moſt zealous in this proſe- 


* cution, were thoſe who oppoſed the examination 
* of Mr. Kelly, which in my poor opinion, is a ſtrong 
argument, that if he had been brought before us, 
© he would have perſiſted in his declarations of the 
* Biſhop's innocence. The reverend Prelate has de- 
* fired of any Lord in the adminiſtration, and even 
the honourable perſon who appeared at your bar, 
to declare, Whether any one ſingle perſon had 
« charged him (on their own knowledge) of being 
* guilty of any treaſonable practice. And it has ap; 
* peared to the contrary ; therefore this whole charge 
is founded upon the ſlight eircumſtances and im- 
* probable Innuendo's before mentioned. Another 
* objeftion, which was raiſed, is, That Mr. Kelly 
made reſiſtance when he was ſeized, till he had 
* burnt ſome of his papers; but I dor t ſee any rea- 
* ſon to lay this to the charge of the Biſhop. Kelly 
is to anſwer for his own actions, and is unfortu- 
* nately like to ſuffer for em; a perſon of his age 

Vor. IX. D * might 
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might have many letters in his cuſtody, which he 


did not care ſhould be ſeen, and yet of a different 


nature from a trayterous correſpondence, 


After this evidence is conſidered, I cannot think | 


your Lordſhips will eſtabliſh ſuch a precedent, 


< which hereafter may be employed to ruin the grea- 
© telt among you; and if ever hereafter pains and 
« penalties are unjuſtly inflicted on any perſon, poſte- | 
© rity will derive the original of ſuch bills, from the 
proceedings of this parliament; and what opinion | 


will be framed of us, ſhould this be paſſed into a 
law, I ſubmit to every impartial perſon. It muſt be 
left to your Lordſhips conſideration, which will be 


of moſt fatal conſequence to the public, the leaving 


this precedent (of condemning on ſuch kind of e- 
« vidence) like a ſword which your enemies may 
take up when they pleaſe, or the baniſhing the Bi- 


« ſhop of Rocheſter, in the evening of his days, who | 


© alone could do, in his ſingle perſon, no prejudice 
to the conſtitution : If he were inclined to overturn 
it, as his enemies ſuggeſt, he is in a better ſituation 
abroad, than at home, to execute that deſign, and 


direct the counſels of the diſaffected. The ruin of 


one man will not heal the wound, that the paſſing 
of this bill ſeems to make, in the government of 


this kingdom. It has been ſaid in the debate, That 


the Biſhop ought to have made proteſtations of his 
© zeal for his Majeſty and his family; but, I think 
he took the moſt ready way of performing his du- 


© ty, when heſhewed himſelf innocent of the crimes * 


laid to his charge. If he had made ule of any ex- 
« preſlions, which thoſe Lords blame him for omit- 
ting, the ſame good nature would have called it 
* Hypocriſy 3 and thoſe, who. are diſpleaſed with his 
« filence, would have accuſed him of iaſincerity. 
My Lords, This bill ſeems as irregular in the pu- 
« niſhments it inflicts, as it is in its foundation, and 
© carries with it an unnatural degree of hardſhip. Ir 
sis felony for his children to correſpond with 1 : 
+ he & An 
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And in this circumſtance, it is different from the 
only bill that carries with it the leaſt reſemblance 


© of this: I mean, that for the baniſhment of the Earl 


© of Clarendon. The Earl had fled from the proſe- 
* caution, and retired beyond ſea. The charges a- 


gainſt him were, principally, For adviſing a ſtand- 


* ing army; and another article exhibited was, That 

he had adviſed and procured divers of his Majeſty's 

fubj ects tobe impriſoned againſt law, in remote iſlands, 

* garriſons, and other places, thereby to prevent themof 
* the benefit of the law, and to produce precedents for 

* the impriſoning any other of his Majeſty's ſubjefts in 
* like manner. The 7th article againſt him, was, 

* That he had, in a ſyort time, gained to himſelf a 

greater eſtate than can be imagined to be gained law- 
fully in ſo ſhort a time; and contrary to his oath, he 

had procured ſeveral grants under the great ſeal from 
* bis Majeſty, for himſelf, and his relations, of ſeveral 
* of his Majeſty's lands, hereditaments and leaſes, to 
* the diſprofit of his Majeſty. There need not have 
© been any witneſſes of theſe crimes, for they were 
apparent; and every body knew that he was prime 
* Miniſter, yet Sir Francis Goodier, upon that de- 

* bate in the houſe of Commons, declared the ſenti- 

ments which I expreſſed at the beginning, That he 
* was not againſt proceeding, but unſatisfied to do it 
* without witneſs, it being like ſwearing in verba ma- 
* giſtri, Another great man, upon the ſame queſtion, 
* and an anceſtor to a noble Lord near me, ſaid; 
* That if the Parliament ſet aſide law in this caſe, we 
* ſhould be happy to ſee law declaring the power of 
* Parliaments. The puniſhment for correſponding 
* with the Earl, was high-treaſon, and then two po- 
* ſitive witneſſes were neceſſary to convict z but in 
this caſe, one corrupt, terrified, and perjured per- 
* fon may take away the life of the molt innocent 
* man. There is another great misfortune which 
* this bill brings upon the Biſhop, which is, That he 
is incapable of receiving his Majeſty's 1 
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This is an entrenchment upon the prerogative: 
And what muſt make it the more — in this 
« caſe, is, That his Majeſty's inclinations to mer 
«* (which are the diſtinguiſhing characters of his life) 
© are ſtopped by this law, which the unfortunate 
« prelate might have hopes of receiving, when he 
© had merited it, by a dutiful behaviour to the coun- 
© try that had fent him to wander abroad in exile, 
and by his future conduct have confirmed, if poſ- 
« ſible, the evidence he has given of his innocence. 
In the caſe of the Earl of Danby, your Lordſhips 
© haye declared, that his baniſhment ſhould be no 
« precedent, nor draw into example for the time to 
© come, and have ſo entered it in your journals. It 
© has been proved, that this reverend Prelate was at 
the time that he was ſuſpected to be acting in trea- 
. « ſon, engaged in ſtudies of the moſt high nature, 
© which is a circumſtance that ought to have ſome 
weight. If this bill pafs into a law, ſuch eviden 
js eſtabliſhed, and ſuch a method of vroceedii, 
introduced, as muſt effectually render all that is 
« dear to us precarious; and if ever, hereafter, we 
ſhould ſee a wicked adminiſtration, ſupported by | 
a a corrupt majority in Parliament, this Nep. taken 
in theſe times of liberty, will be a ſufficient prece- 
dent, to give a colour of juſtice to the actions of 
« thoſe who ſhould be wanton in tyranny. 
© The reverend Prelate, who fpoke before me, 
* mentions fome caſes relating to bills of attainder, 
« which, in my poor opinion, differ very much from | 
© our preſent queſtion. The attainder of Sir Jobn 
« Fenwick was only to ſupply the want of a witneſs, 
© who had depoſed againſt him upon oath before the 
F grand jury, and who was ſpirited away by the pri- 
0 « ſoner*s friends: But, at 12 your Lordſhips are 
ö 5 to ſupply the defect of evidence, by condemning 
on improbable conjecture. There was a noble Lord 
in this houſe the other day, Idon't ſee him now, 
* who made the greateſt figure in oppolition to = 
2 — « bull: 
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< bill: Iwiſh we could have his aſſiſtance on this oc- 
© cafion. My Lords, ſince that reverend Prelate has 


quoted ſome caſes, he will permit me to remind 
him what has been formerly ſaid upon acts of at- 


© tainder ; that ſuch bills, like $;/phus's ſtone, have 


frequently rolled back upon thoſe that were the 
chief promoters of them. This prudential argu- 
ment ſhould reſtrain us from being too forward with 
them at this time of day. The act for the attainder 
of the Earl of March, paſſed, becauſe he had been 
* inſtrumental in procuring the attainder of another 
Lord, under pretence of a letter, which the record 
© ſays, was no evidence. The Lord Cromwell is an- 
© other known inſtance of this obſervation: He was 
* the firſt who adviſed this violent proceeding in 
* Henry the 8th's time; and it is remarkable, 


* that the advice he gaye to the ruin of others, 


proved, not long after, fatal to himſelf, | - 


I have now given your Lordſhips the reaſons 


* why I am againſt the bill. I fear I have tired your 


$ patience, and ſhall therefore conclude with the 


words of the great man I before mentioned; I 
mean, Sir Heneage Finch, in the caſe of the Earl 
of Clarendon, — We have an accuſation upon 


* hearſay, and if it is not made good, The blackeſt 


66 ſcandal hell can invent, lies at our doors. 
My Lords, 


CY 


37 


g His debate has been already carried to that Lond. Ce, 


6 length, and is by all agreed to be of ſuch 
importance, that I am ſure your Lordſhips will 
permit me to enter into it without any apology. 


and dignity of the crown, the dignity and autho- 
© rity of this houſe, and the credit and reputation 
of the houſe of Commons, concerned in the event 
of it. My Lords, The proceedings of that houſe 

2 D 3 | * have 


. 

Biſhop 

+ ak 
IJ am, my Lords, againſt this bill, not only be- 

« cauſe I think nothing has been offered ſufficient for 

the ſupport of it; but becauſe I think the honour 


of 
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© have been, in this caſe, very remarkable and un- 


common: They voted the Biſhop guilty of high- 
« treaſon the very firſt thing they did; and it was 
« reaſonable to expect, that the conſequence of that 
vote would have been an order for an impeach- 
ment in Parliament, or a proſecution in the ordina- 
ry courſe of law. But, my Lords, we ſee they have 
taken another method, and that without weighing 
vhat the conſequences might be. They have ta- 
ken a method, whereby they have made themſelves 
both judges and accuſers. They could not, as 
judges, decently proceed againſt the Biſhop, with- 
out hearing him, and therefore they gave him a 
© day for that purpoſe, and thereby they diſcovered 
the dilemma into which they had run themſelves. 
They found themſelves obliged to hear him, and 
yet they could not acquit him, becauſe they had 
already prejudged him. It is not therefore to be 
< wondered that they have paſſed this bill; though, 
I believe, they would be very well pleaſed your 
< Lordſhips ſhould reject it, that the knowlegge of 
their having taken ſo wrong a ſtep, might the 
© ſooner be forgotten. 8 

MM Lords, A great deal has been ſaid, and ſurely 


td too much cannot be ſaid, to fhew that this bill is 
Lan infringement upon the authority of this houſe. 


It becomes your Lordſhips to ſupport your dignity, 
and to ſhew a ſuitable reſentment, when the leaſt 
of your privileges is. invaded.” Your Lordſhips, 
upon this occaſion, would do well to follow the 
< example even of this very houſe of Commons : 


Ho contempiuouſly did they throw out a bill lately 


* ſent: them, becauſe they thought it looked like a 
money bill? And will your Lordſhips ſuffer them 
< to. ſhare your authority, to become judges equal 


with your felves, when there is no neceſſity for it? 
In this caſe, it is manifeſt, there can be no neceſſi- 


ty, becauſe the Biſhop is ameſnable to juſtice : He 


« ly 
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* ly guarded; and, no doubt, the zeal of the go- 
« yernor will prevent his running away. But, my 
Lords, if it could be ſuppoſed that this bill did not 
affect your Lordſhips authority; yet if it affects 
the honour of the crown, I am ſure it will raiſe a 
becoming indignation in us all againſt it. This 
« bill, if your Lordſhips paſs it, will put his Majeſty 
under the unavoidable neceſſity of refuſingthe royal 
« affent to it, or of condemning one of his ſubjects, 
a Lord of Parliament, and a Biſhop of that church 
© of which his Majeſty is guardian and protector, in 
+ a caſe at leaſt doubtful; and that without hearing 
one word either of the charge, or of the defence. 
My Lords, It hath been often ſaid, (I wifh it were 
« ſaid without grounds) that we have a diſaffected 
party among us. I am perſuaded, it is far from 
the intention of any Lord here, to adviſe his Ma- 
jeſty to do any thing that might poſſibly increaſe 
that diſaffection: But whether the paffing of ſuch 
va bill againſt a Biſhop of the chat of England, 
* unheard, may not give a handle to the clamorous, 
to raiſe an odium againſt his Majeſty*s adminiftra- 
tion, is ſubmitted to your Lordſhips. His Maje- 
 ſty's great clemency and mercy are known to all 
the world; and he has been in nothing more con- 
* ſpicuous, than in the exerciſe of thoſe royal yir- 
* tues: Suppoſing, then, your Lordſhips ſhould paſs 
* this bill, how can you ever hope for the royal aſ- 
* ſentto it? Theſe objections, that concerptheKin 
appear to me unanſwerable, not only with regar 
©to this bill, but to all bills of attainder in general. 
I think they ought never to be allowed, but when 
* the offender flies from juſtice, or is in open rebel- 
lion; and then, perhaps the notoriety of the fact 
may be ſame excuſe for the extraordinarineſs of 
the proceeding. TTL. 
M Lords, I expected to have heard from that 
« reverend bench many arguments of another kind 
| againſt this bill, which are properly within their 
| Da © *« ſphere, 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 123. 


« ſphere, and which I am ſure they are perfect ma- 
0 frm of. The old champions of our.church uſed to 


argue very learnedly, That to make or to de- 


grade Biſhops was not the buſineſs of the ſtate; that 
« there is a ſpiritual relation between a Biſhop and 
« his flock, derived from the church, with which 
<« theſtate has nothing to do :” But this bill deprives 
the Biſhop of that ſpiritual relation, without the 
* concurrence of the 3 The Parliament alone 
< does it; and it muſt be owned, that if the Parlia- 
© ment can do it, they can as well make a new 
< one in his room; and a clauſe for that purpoſe, 
added to this bill, would as eſtectually do the one 
< as the other. What the thoughts of our reverend 
< prelates are upon theſe points, does not yet fully 
appear; ſomething of their ęonduct intimates, as if 
© our old divines were mi n: But, be that as it 
vill, as the judgment of our prelates will carry great 
veight, and as the reaſons for ſuch their judgment 
< muſt needs be convincing, Ido not doubt but they 
vill give your Lordſhips full ſatisfaction before this 
< debate comes to a period. In the mean time, I 
< ſpeak my concern, that if acts of Parliament are 
made to interfere with church: affairs; if Biſhopsare 
© to be put in or turned out at pleaſure; and all this 
to be done without the concurrence of the church, 
< the world abroad may, tho? unjuſtly, look upon 
gur Church as a creature only of the ſtate, and treat 
our Biſhops, as if they were no more than ſtate- of- 
© ficers. - 1 hope, however, from the courage, zeal, 
and conduct of our preſent reverend Prelates, what- 
© ſoever becomes of this bill, that they will be able to 
« wipe off any ſuch ſcandal: They certainly have 
the honour, the dignity, and authority of our 
* church always at heart; and every thing tending 
to her intereſt, they will moſt zealouſſy promote. 
Zut whether the paſſing of this bill will promote 
4 her intereſt, or be of any ſervice to her, they beſt 
know: For my part, I cannot even gueſs at any 
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« advantage ſhe poſſibly can receive by it, unleſs it be 
this, That it will make the biſhopric of Rocheſter, 
and the deanery of Weſtminſter, to become vacant. 
My Lords, This bill carries in the frame of it 
an inyincible objection to it; for the preamble and 
the enaCting part, the crime and the puniſhment, 
bear no proportion to each other. The preamble 
contains a = of high-treaſon againſt the Bi- 
© ſhop; and, pray, my Lords, why ſhould he not 
be puniſhed accordingly ? Is it becaule he is a Bi- 


| © ſhop of the church of England, or a Lord of Par- 


* liament, or in high favour with the King or his 
* miniſters? I have not heard that the Biſhop hath 
© been at court of late? but be it either of theſe, it 


1 © would be ſo far from being a reaſon for mitigating 


his puniſhment, that it ought, if poſſible, to in- 
* creaſe it. My Lords, our laws have wiſely taught 
* us to have a juſt abhorrence of high-treaſon, and 


have ordained for it the ſevereſt puniſhment that 


* Engliſh clemency will admit of; and ſhall he, who 
has been vored the principal contriver and director 
* of this moſt horrid and deteſtable treaſon, eſcape 
with a puniſhment leſs than his crimes deſerve, 
and that too in full Parliament? Methinks, if it 
* were neceſſary that the legiſlature ſhould inter poſe 
in this caſe, the heinouſneſs of the offence ſhould 
* fire their reſentment ; and inſtead of abating the 
* puniſhment, ſhould put them upon heightening it 
* with all the circumſtances of ſeverity that their 


| © wiſdom could contrive. As in the caſe of the late 
Socuth-dea directors: No one will ſay, but that they 


* might have been puniſhed as cheats, without the 
help of an act of Parliament; but as the puniſh- 
* ment ordained by our laws for ſuch offences came 
not up to the aggravating circumſtances of their 
guilt, a law was made to puniſh them on _ 
and they were very juſtly ſtripped of their eſtates, 
© who had before ſo notoriouſly cheated, bubbled, 
* and beggared the whole nation. What _ 

5 * then, 
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then, can be given why the Biſhop ſhould not be 
be at leaſt equal with others, in caſes of 

igh-treaſon ? Why, truly, the want of legal evi. 
dence, is the only reaſon pretended: A reafon! in 
my apprehenſion, ſo very mean and trifling, that 
it ought not'to have been heard in the fupreme ju- 
dicature of a nation, without the ſevereſt cenſure, 
and ſuch as would well become your Lordſhips to 
treat with the utmoſt indignation and contempt. 
For, my Lords, is it come to this at laſt, that 
after ſo much grimace, ſo much noiſe and tir, after 
committing the Biſhop for high-treaſon, after vo- 
ting him a traitor, and treating him as ſuch, mutt 
it at length come out, that there is no legal evi- 
dence againſt him ! To palliate the matter a little, 
a diſtinction is endeavoured to be made between 
legal evidence and real evidence, or between ſuch 
evidence as our law requires, and ſuch as in natural 


« jultice and equity ought to be admitted. But, my 
Lords, this is a diſt inction intirely without a dif- 
« ference ; for what is evidence of a fact before any 
judicature whatſoever, but ſuch teſtimony as the 


8 
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nature of the caſe requires, to induce a moral cer- 
tainty of the truth of the thing teftified : The 
greater or leſs conſequence the caſe is of, the more 


or leſs proof is required to induce ſuch certainty. 
Thus, in ordinary matters, barely to prove a hand- 
Vvriting is held ſufficient evidence; becauſe, in ſuch 
* caſes, it is not to be ſuppoſed the hand- writing 
© ſhould be counterfeited: In other caſes, ſeeing the 
party write, is neceſſary to be proved; and ſtill as 
the weight of the caſe increaſes, ſtronger proof is 
required. Ever fince the reverſal of the attainder 
of Colonel Agernoon Sidney, the proving of treaſon 
by the proving of hand-writing, hath been, with 
great juſtice, condemned; and why, I pray? But 


becaufe there can be no hand- writing but what will 


admit of a counterfeit; and nothing that is 8. K 
ble of being counterfeited, carries with it ſuch a 


degree 
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de degree of certainty, as is neceſſary where a man's 
life and fortune is concerned. My Lords, legal 
evidence is nothing elſe but ſuch real and certain 
proof, as ought, in natural juſtice and equity to 
be received; and therefore the oath of one credi- 
ble witneſs, being certain and ſufficient to induce 
© a belief of the thing he ſwears, is legal evidence; 


to and yet ſo tender is our law, ſo great a degree of 


certainty doth it require, that, as it now ſtands, 


at too poſitive witneſſes are required to convict a man 
er of high-treaſon, This, however, hath been pre- 
o- © poſterouſly enough urged, to ſhew a difference be- 
it tween legal and real evidence; and Sir Fobn Fen- 
i. I witk's caſe hath been cited for the ſame purpoſe. 
e, But this, with ſubmiſſion, ſhews no difference at all 
en for will any one ſay, that one credible witneſs is 
ch not legal evidence? Can any Court in the kingdom, 
-11 upon a trial of high-treaſon, refuſe to hear ſuch 
ay evidence? And is not ſuch evidence ſufficient too 
fin all caſes, where ſome poſitive law, for the greater 


ny certainty, doth not require more ? 
he One of the learned gentlemen at the bar, (I ſup- 


-r- poſe, out of pure zeal for this bill, and not with 
he 2 N to miſguide his audience) did roundly af- 
re firm before your Lordſhips, that no evidence, 
ty. ſtrictly ſpeaking, was legal, but what was Ma- 
d- F THEMATICAL., I am confident, that gentleman 
ch would not have given this as his opinion under 
ng his hand at his chamber, becauſe he knows it is 
he directly contrary to truth: He knows very well, 
as that no offender, that puts himſelf upon his trial, 
* is can be convicted, but upon the oath of one or 
ler more witneſſes; he dares not deny, but that ſuch 


on conviction is founded upon legal evidence, ſtrictly 
ith ſo ſpeaking; and no one will pretend to ſay, that 
zut any evidence of witneſſes can be called mathema- 
vill fical. But the gentleman goes on, and fays, That 
* * the evidence for this bill is legal, in the general 


a ſenſe of the word: On the contrary, I beg leave to 
rec « affirm, 
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affirm, that it is not legal in any ſenſe whatſoever, 


No act of Parliament hath made it legal, nor can 
„it, in natural jnſtice and equity, be called ſo, for 
* want of ſufficient certainty ; and, indeed, it hath 
© been admitted throughout this debate, and even by 
*-the counſel who ſpoke firſt for this bill, That it is 


not ſupported by legal evidence. But this gentle. 


* man was pleaſed to go ſtill farther; for he affirm. 
ed before your Lordſhips, that depoſitions taken 
in writing, were not evidence in any court of law. 
My Lords, it is pity-that in ſo fire a ſpeech, there 
* ſhould be ſo much falſe doctrine: It is very true, 
that the law doth require the beſt evidence that the 
* nature of the caſe will admit of; and therefore 
* will not ſuffer the depoſitions of a witneſs in wri- 
ting to be read, where ſuch witneſs can be examin- 
ed vida voce: But that gentleman could not but 


* know, that where ſuch living witneſs is not to be] 


had, his depoſitions in writing are neyer refuſed, 
5 'nor any other evidence that, in natural juſtice and 
© equity, can tend to difcover the truth of the fact 
in queſtion with certainty. | | 

* My Lords, the wiſdom and goodneſs of our 


* law appear in nothing more remarkably, than in 


the perſpicuity, certainty, and clearneſs of the evi 


_ © dence it requires to fix a crime upon any man, 
' * whereby his life, his liberty, or his property may 


be concerned: Herein we glory and pride our 
* felves, and are juſtly the envy of all our neigh- 
* bour nations. Our law, in ſuch caſes, requires 


evidence ſo clear and convincing, that every by- | 


« ftander, the inſtant he hears it, muſt be fully ſa- 
« tisfied of the truth of it: It admits of no ſurmiſes, 
* innuendoes, forced conſequences, or harſh conſtruc- 
tions, nor any thing elſe to be offered as evidence, 
but what is real and ſubſtantial, according to the 
rules of natural juſtice and equity. 
FTheſe are the rules the judges go by, nor have 
* they any other in determining what is, or what is 
A | not 


—— 


evidence, it is not rea 


him whatſoever. 
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not to be admitted as evidence before them; and 


therefore to ſay, that the law refuſes ſuck evidence 
«as is real, and ought in natural juſtice and equity 
© to be admitted, is to caſt an imputation upon the 
law, which is not only unjuſt, bur intirely ground- 


3 «© leſs. My Lords, I think ſufficient hath been ſaid, 


to ſhew the miſtake of thoſe noble Eords who 
gave endeavoured to diſtinguiſh between legal and 
«© real evidence. The diſtinctions that have been 
© made, and the inſtances that have been produced, 
* ſhew only what legal evidence is ſufficient for con- 
© yiction, and what not; and if that were the queſ- 
tion now before your Lordſhips, it would deſerve 
© another conſideration. 

FThe preſent queſtion is, whether any evidence 


* at al has been offered to your Lordſhips, to fix 
2 © treaſon upon the Biſhop of Rocheſter; and for my 


© part, my Lords, I am clearly of opinion, that you 
© have had no ſuch evidence: It is on all hands a- 
« oreed, that no legal evidence of treaſon has been 
offered againſt him; and I hope J have ſufficiently 
* ſatisfied your Lordſhips, that if it be not legal 

Fevidente or ſuch as in na- 
* tural juſtice and equity ought to be admitted, and 
* conſequently noEvipence aT ALL, My Lords, 
* the counſel for thebill have not attempted to prove 
* politively againſt the Biſhop any one ſingle crimi- 
nal act: The circumſtances that they have offered, 
*are, in my opinion, ſo far from affecting him, 


| © that they carry in them no appearance of guilt in 
If indeed there had been any 


done poſitive witneſs againſt him, your Lordſhips, 
perhaps, (as was done in Sir John Fenwick*s caſe) 
* might, with ſome appearance of reaſon, have ad- 
* mitted circumſtances in ſupport of ſuch witnefs, 
* rather than a man of the Biſhop's rank and cha- 
racter ſhould go unpuniſhed; and, indeed, Ithink, 
no man's cunning ought to be a protection for 
* his villainy z and I hope, and do not doubt, but all 

< traitors 
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< traitors will, one time or other, meet with their | 
« juſt rewards. But, my Lords, in the caſe before | 
you, the whole charge is built upon circumſtances, | 
and theſe are ſaid to be ſupported by other cir- | 
cumſtances; but all of them are ſo remote, ſo ge- 
neral, and, I may ſay, ſo innoffenſive, that they 
. might ſuit any Lord here, as well as the Biſhop; for 
there is not one ſingle circumſtance of them all,fach 
as in its naturewould be admitted as evidence of any 
crime againſt any man in any court in the kingdom. 
Jo come, my Lords, to particulars. The trea- 
ſon charged upon the Biſhop is, that he directed 
Kelly to write the three letters dated the 20th of Þ 
April 1722, ſigned Jones, Ilington, and 1378. 
And in maintenance of this charge, tis ſaid, that F 
thoſe three letters were of the ſame hand-writing Þ 
with another letter produced beforeyourLordſhips, 
and dated the 20th of Auguſt following. That from 
the 2othof April to the 20th of Auguſt, letters were 
continually 3 abroad in the ſame hand-writing 
thattheſeletterscontaineda treaſonable correſpon- 
dence ; that they are the hand-writing of Kelly; 
that Kelly had been with the Biſhop two or three 
times within theſe two or three years paſt ; that 
there are circumſtances in the caſe of Jones in this 
correſpondence, that ſuit with the caſe of 7/ling- 
ton; and circumſtances in the caſe of both that 
ſuit with the Biſhop. Theſe are the facts that are 
the main foundation upon which theBiſhop's heavy 
charge is built; and ſurely it well behoves your 
Lordſhips to conſider ſeriouſly how they are prov- 
ed, and in what manner and with what degree oſ 
certainty they affect him. 1 
The three letters taken ſimply carry no treaſon 
in them; they have not yet been deciphered into 
treaſon, and were it not for a name in the direction 
of one ot them, which is ſaid to be a cant name 
of the Pretender's, they probably might have paſ- 
ſed as harmleſs undeſigning letters; will your 


« Lordſhips 
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Lordſhips therefore ſuppoſe that the writer direct- 
ed his letter to the Pretender by the cant name of 


5, Fackſon, when yet it does not appear that he ever 
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knew the Pretender had ſuch a cant name? Ought 
we not rather to ſuppoſe in favour of innocence, 
that the letter was not intended for the Pretender, 
but for one whoſe real name it bears? Theſe cant 
names-and the art of the decipherers, have been 
the means made ule of to make this correſpondence 
reaſonable 3 but will it not be thought hard that 
a man muſt be conjured into treaſon by a magic 
art that none of us underſtand, and by a parcel of 
names that the wileſt of us are not yet able to diſ- 


cover, whether they were deſigned for cant names 


or for real ones? To make the matter clearer, the 
clerks of the poſt- office are called, and they prove 


that the ſeveral letters, 2 before your Lord- 
original letters, ſent abroad 


ſhips are true copies o 
as directed; which originals, according to the 
beſt of their judgment and belief, are the ſame 
hand- writing with the letter of the 20th of Huguſt 
above mentioned. This judgment and belief of 
theirs is founded without comparing any two ot 
theſe originals together, or without pretending to 
ſay whole hand- writing they are, or to whom they 
belong. My Lords, I have already obſerved that 
the proving of a hand- writing is at beſt hut èvi- 
dence too precarious and uncertain to make good 


a charge of ſo weighty a nature as this in judgment 


before you; but I cannot help taking notice, that 
the proof of theſe letters, ſo as to make them 
3 ſtill more precarious, more uncertain 
and ſlippery, than any thing of the kind I ever 
met with. The uſual way to prove a hand-wri- 
ting, ſo as to fix a charge upon the writer, is, for 
the witneſs to ſwear that he hath frequently ſeen the 
party write, or that he hath correſponded with 
him, and received ſeveral letters from him, and 
thereſore is very well acquainted with his uſual - 
© ractcr 
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racter and way of writing; and then the writing 


itſelf is produced, the witneſs ſwears to it, and the 


import of it is diſcovered by every by- ſtander. 
But here theſe poſt- office clerks are forced to call 


in aid, a meſſenger and a ſervant, to fix the hand- 
writing of the letters they produce; the letters 
themſelves are unintelligible, and therefore the 


aſſiſtance of the decipherers, and ſome cant names 

uſt be added, before they can wire- draw treaſon 
out of them ! My Lords, theſe decipherers refuſe 
to give your Lordſhips any reaſon for the conſtruc. 


tion they have made ; they ſhelter themſelves by 


ſaying, that to give you a reaſon, would be to diſ- 


cover their art; happy art, indeed, that ſhall ena. 


ble the artiſt to ſweara man into high-treaſon, and 
yet it ſhall not be in the power of the accuſed per- 
ſon to diſprove him! I do not find that theſe gen- 
tlemen pretend to act by unerring rules; they 
themſelves own they may be miſtaken; and there- 
fore until your Lord 2 are let farther into their ſe- 
cret, youwilljudiciallylookupon the art ofdecipher- 
ing to be no more than the art of gueſſing, and eſ- 
teem him that gueſſes beſt, to be the beſt decipherer. 


The meſſenger and ſervant that have been called 


= 
8 


to finiſh the doubtful evidence of this hand- writ- 
ing, and to fix it upon Kelly, are far from giving 
yourLordſhips ſuch an account of it, as can induce 
you to believe they are ſufficiently acquainted with 
it; they do not pretend to ſay that they have been 
frequently accuſtomed to ſee or obſerve himwrite, 


or that they ever received any Letters from him, or 


ever were privy to any of his correſpondencies; 
theſe things, one would have thought, might eaſily 
have been proved againſt a man of Kelly's great 
dealing and acquaintance, in as full and clear a 
manner, as the nature of the thing would admit of. 
Your Lordſhips then are pleaſed to obſerve, that 


© the evidence offered to prove thishand-writing, ſo 


4 


as to make it criminal, conſiſts of three diſtinct 


A | branches, 


7 


— ver wer ay W” m way ] . ̃¼— On Ob rn 


., a A wm _#t Rand PR 27 id. IA: weed wales tos 


A. 1723 DEBATES. 
« branches, ſupported by three different ſets of wit- 
« nefſes 3 and that each of theſe three ſeveral ſets 
have given a very lame, doubtful and obſcure evi- 
« dence; but if their evidence had been ever ſo full 
and poſitive, yet I muſt beg leave to inſiſt, that it 
is ſuch as is in its nature dubious and uncertain, and 
« therefore in a caſe of this conſequence ought not 
to be relied on. This will appear ſtill the plainer 
« from the different opinions obſervable among the 
different witneſſes, inſomuch that I may well ven- 
ture to ſay, your Lordſhips are as yet at a loſs by 
| < whom theſe letters were wrote; but if you will 
have any regard to numbers, and to the nature and 
« circumſtances of the teſtimony given by thoſe num- 
« bers, the evidence is much ſtronger, and more clear 
and convincing, that they were not wrote by Kelly, 
than that they were; and if they were not wrote 
by him, it will become your Lordſhips to conſider 
« carefully what you are a doing ; for then the 
foundation of this bill will be ſapped, and of courſe 
© the whole fabric muſt fall to the ground. 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſing theſe letters were real- 
ly the hand-writing of Kelly, that they were of 
chat treaſonable ſignification that the decipherers 
* contend for, and that the names mentioned in them 
did not belong to real perſons, but were cant 
* names, to denote the Pretender and his agents ; I 
* ſay, my Lords, ſuppoſing all this true of Kelly, 
how will it affect the Biſhop ? Might not Kelly 
* write theſe letters, and carry on this correſpondence 
without the Biſhop's direction? Muſt the Biſhop 
„ anſwer for Kelly's crimes, becauſe Kelly happens to 
be a nonjuror? Or becauſe he was employ d to buy 
* gloves and ſtockings for the Biſhop, muſt your 
* Lordſhips therefore infer that he was employ*d to 
* write treaſon for him? Suppoſe Kelly had actually 
lived in the Biſhop's family as his ſecretary; have 
vue not ſeen, not many years ſince, even a Jeſuit a 


* Biſhop's domeſtic without offence? Give me leave, 
Vor. IX. E my 
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my Lords, to carry this point a little farther : Has 


any thing been offered to induce your Lordſhips | 
© to believe that Kelly ſaw the Biſhop, or heard from | 


© him for ſeveral months before this correſpondence 


began? Has any one word been ſaid, or hint given, 
either from cant names or deciphered letters, or | 
any otherwiſe howſoever, tending to that purpoſe? 


* Nay, my Lords, have you not had as much evi- 


« dence as the nature of the thing is capable of, that 


the Biſhop could not dictate, nor Kelly write, thoſe 
letters, at any time near the time of their date? 
And if they were dictated by the Biſhop, it muſt 
© be about that time, becauſe the circumſtances men- 


« tioned in the letter would not ſuit him at any other 


time. And here my Lords, it is proper to obſerve, 
that the managers for the bill, when they were to 
apply the circumſtances of Jones and Ilington, in 
© the letters, to the Biſhop's caſe, they built the whole 
of their arguments upon the date of thoſe letters; 
but when they ſaw that the Biſhop had fully proved 
that it was impoſſible he could dictate them at that 
time, why then truly they vary their charge, and 
© ſay, that it was not H dictating the letters at that 
time, but his dictating the letters of that date that 
they contended for; and they tax the Biſhop with 
© a partial and fallacious defence, for applying it to 
the time, and not to the fact. But, I think, with 
great ſubmiſſion, that the Biſhop has made a very 
Jjuſt defence, I think he could not have made a 
© better; and under the diſadvantage of proving a 


negative, I think it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould | 


© have made one ſo good. For your Lordſhips wel! 
* remember, he was charged as the author of the 
© letters ſigned Janes and Ilington, becauſe he was 
© under the circumſtances of Jones and Ilington, at 
the time of the date of thoſe letters: But the Bi- 
* ſhop hath fully proved, that he could not be the 
© author of them at that time; and if he were not 
at that time, he could not be ſo at any other 2 

ran ** 
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for take away the date of thoſe letters, and the re- 
* lation between Jones and Illington and the Biſhop, 
vou muſt of courſe take away likewiſe. But then, 
* as your Lordſhips are as yet at a loſs when or by 
* whom theſe letters were either dictated or wrote, 
* ſhall the tallying of a few circumſtances in them 
* with the Biſhops caſe, ſuppoſing them to be wrote 
* about the time of their date, make him guilty of 
* high-treaſon ; eſpecially when his counſel have 
ſhewed us, from the letters themſelves, as many 
inſtances wherein they differed | Muſt Mrs. Tones 
and the Biſhop's lady ſignify the ſame perſon becauſe 
they died about the fame time? Or muſt Mrs. Jones 
© and Mrs. Ilington ſignify the ſame perſon, becauſe 
by a letter wrote, no one knows by whom, or 
* when, mention is made of the death of one Mrs. 
* Fones, another letter condoles the death of one 
* Mrs. [/lington ? Or is the Biſhop guilty of high- 
* treaſon, becauſe he is ſuppoſed to be meant by 
* Jones or Nlington; when yet, through the whole 
* correſpondence, there is notreaſon committedeither 
by Fones or Illington? But admitting that all the 
* circumſtances that have been produced againſt the 
* Biſhop, hit him ſo exactly, that it was morally im- 
* poſſible they could mean any body elſe; yer ſtill, 
* my Lords, what has the Biſhop to do with it ? 
* Might he not be thus deſcribed, and thus ſpoke 
* of, and yet know nothing at all of the matter ? 
* and if he is thus to ſuffer for what another man 
may have ſaid of him, Iam ſure he is the firſt, and 
I hope he will be the laſt, that ever will be diſtin- 
* guiſhed in ſo extraordinary a manner. The tum 
* then of all the circumſtances that have been offer- 
* ed as evidence againſt theBiſhop,amounts to this : 
* Here have been a parcel of cant names produced 
and made uſe of againſt him, which, for ought 
* appears, he never heard of. Here have been letters 
* produced and read againſt him wrote in cyphers, 
and of a hand-writing not pretended to be the Bi- 
9 l E 2 ſhop's 
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ſhop's, and of which your Lordſhips have as yet 


cumſtances, hit the Biſhop, and in ſeveral others, 


frit to laſt; nor doth it appear, that he ever was 
oy to it, or ſo-much as heard of it, till it was 

nown toall the world, And yet, my Lords, theſe, 
and ſuch as theſe, are the circumſtances whereby 
the Biſhop is to be gueſſed into high-treaſon ; but I 
—— Lordſhips will be very cautious how you 
make precedents of — tched gusſo- work. The 
celebrated letter of Dubbis, now before you, is a 
notable proof of the neceſſity of ſuch caution; for 
we ſee the grand promoters of this bill, cannot agree 
in their conſtruction, or they have at leaſt changed 
their opinions about that famous letter. 

The uncertainty of this way of gueſſing, puts me 
in mind of ſome remarkable circumſtances relating 
tothe renowned Mr. Næynoe, which had like to have 


the misfortune of being ſlighted here, do yet in the 
report of the committee of the houſe of Commons, 
make a very conſiderable figure. Thoſe circum- 
ſtances of Neynoe in that report, appear to be not 
only the Foundation of tlie charge againſt Reih and 
the Biſhop, but even the foundation of the plot it 
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e © ſelf; and the art and management with which they 
Aa are there dreſſed up, do well deſerve your Lord- | 


© ſhips attention. It ſeems, my Lords, this worthy 
man had been examined four ſeveral times; his ex- 
* aminations were taken in writing, and contained an 
© hiſtorical account of the carrying on of this con- 
q = The learned committee, at the ſame time 
that they would repreſent him as a vile and infa- 
* mous fellow, and would be thought to look upon 


his examinations as inſufficient, do yet open their 


« {cence 


had no manner of certainty. A conſtruction hath 
been put upon theſe letters, which, in ſeveral cir- | 


miſs him: But among all theſe circumſtances, | 


there is not the leaſt hint of any word ſaid, or act 
done by him, relating to this conſpiracy, from | 


forgotten, and which, tho? they ſeem to be under 
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« ſcene with this very account, and build intirely up- 
on it. But would any one believe that Neynoe was 
never ſworn to, or ſo much as ſigned, any one of 
« theſe examinations? Can any body think that he 
was not required to do one or both? Does not e- 
very — — that they would otherwiſe be of 
no uſe? May we not therefore reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that he refuſed to do either the one or the other? 
And can any reaſon be given for ſuch refuſal, but 
that they were not true? 

My Lords, the committee were well aware, that 
great objections would be made to this kind of e- 


* < yidence, and therefore they have added to it ſome 


« circumſtantial hearſays, which they call the corro- 


. borating and concurrent proofs of Næynoe's teſtimo- 
ny. But pray, my Lords, what are theſe corrobo- 


rating and concurrent proofs? Why they are of 
* this kind, one man heard another man ſay, that a 
* third man was concerned in this conſpiracy. Be- 
hold then the ſum of the argument: Neynoe's ex- 
* amination is admitted of it ſelf to ſignify nothing; 
the ſame likewiſe cannot be denied of Pancier's 


{ © hearſay: But, however, both theſe nothings make 


up ſomething to prove the plot, becauſe they are 
the corroborating and concurrent proofs of each o- 
ther. And thus the learned committee have ſo con- 
« trived it, that they have made theſe examinations 
of Neynoe to be of more uſe, and to ſerve their pur- 
© poſe better, than if Neynoe himſelf had been now 


living, and produced before your — * and 


therefore it looks as if it were prophetically known, 
that the man intended to hurl himſelf out of the 
* world with a winding ſheet. But however that be, 
it is matter of ſurpriſe, that theſe examinations, 
* whichthe committee treated ſo reſpectſully, ſhould 
now by the counſel be ſo lighted, that they have 
« ſcarce mentioned them, but as if they were aſhamed 
* of them; and yet they are as good evidence as any 
that have been offered in favour of the hill now 
before your Lordſhips. + But, 


f 
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But, my Lords, in the courſe of this debate, it 
< hath been warmly urged, that though there be not 
legal evidence ind the Biſhop, yet that all the 
< circumſtances that have been offered againſt him 
are ſufficient to convince any man in his private 
judgment that the Biſhop is guilty. Nay, it hath 
© been ſaid, that theſe circumſtances put together, are 
* ſtronger and more convincing, than any poſitive 


© evidence whatſoever and therefore that no one can 


doubt of the Biſhop's guilt, though ſome, out of 
© compaſſion or good nature, might be induced to 
© vote in his favour. How ſtrong and convincing, 
or rather how impertinent and triflingtheſe circum- 
© ſtancesare, I have already obſerved to your Lord- 
* ſhips; and I muſt fay, it was not without a good 
deal of concern, that I heard That urged as the re- 
© ſult of judgment, which could have no other foun- 
* dation than in opinion only. But, my Lords, this 
is not the firſt inſtance wherein I have obſerved 
judgment and opinion to be confounded, and miſta- 
ken the one for the other, and that too in a very 
* groſs and dangerous manner. My Lords, men's 
opinions, generally ſpeaking, are nothing elſe but 
their fancies or imaginations, and are uſually 
grounded upon perſonal pique or party prejudice. 
* Theſe are weak and flender foundations, and have 
nothing to do, and I hope in England never will 
have any thing to do, where a man's life, his liber- 
* ty, or his property is concerned. But, my Lords, 
* a man forms his judgment according to the evi- 
* dence that is offered him, that alone is his rule; 
* andas the perſpicuity oruncertainty ofthagappears, 


. * juſtice requires a determination accordingly. The 


* compliment therefore upon the noble Lords that 
have appeared againſt this bill (if it was intended 
* as a compliment) carries a very ſevere ſting in the 
* tail of it, as it ſuppoſes thoſe noble Lords to be 
* poſlibly capable of giving an unjuſt judgment. My 
Lords, the Earl of $trafford loſt his head for accu- 
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mulative treaſon. A great many facts were laid to 
his charge, and tho? it was agreed on all hands, that 
not one of them ſingly amounted to treaſon, yet it 
was inſiſted on, that all of them put together, 
* ſhewed an intention in him to ſubvert the govern- 
ment, and therefore that he was a traytor. The 
* torrent of thoſe times taught men to argue, that 
though the charge againſt the Earl did not contain 
legal treaſon, yet it was morally impoſſible that he 
could commit the erimes contained in that charge, 
and not intend the deſtruction of the ſtate; that 
the facts by him done, ſhewed him more a traytor 
than any poſitive act of treaſon could do; and 
that if men were ſatisfied in their private opinions 
* that the Earl was, in the main, guilty of treaſon, 
he ought to ſuffer accordingly. My Lords, this 
was the reaſoning of thoſe 255 a reaſoningl which 
I hope your Lordſhips will neither imitate nor en- 
courage, becauſe it was the foundation of thoſe 
proceedings againſt that great Earl, which were 
* ſoon after in full Parliament ſo juſtly branded; and 
« if future Parliaments ſhould not be able to diſcover 
* any difference between the inconveniencies ariſing 
from accumulative evidence and accumulative trea - 
* ſon, may they not with great juſtice cenſure us, by 
* condemning the one equally with the other? That 
£ which was then called accumulative treaſon, was af- 
* terwards adjudged to be no treaſon, and I hope 
your Lordſhips will yet adjudge this accumulative 
evidence to be no evidence: I am ſure you will 
* not puniſh a man in the ſevereſt manner, until you 
© have had ſome reaſon given you, why you ſhould 
* puniſh him at all. You will not firſt believe a man 
a criminal without proof, and then admit a crimi- 
* nal conſtruction to be forced upon every innocent 
action, only to ſupport ſuch belief, You will not 


| * adjudge a man guilty of the higheſt crime againſt 


the law, when his proſecutors themſelves own, they 
4 cannot 
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© conſider that ſuch pains ſhould be taken from a | 
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cannot make good any one branch of their charge 
according to law. | WJ 
* TheBiſhop's caſe muſt be owned to be very hard, 
and the evidence againſt him very weak, when his 
own letter to his ſon, and the letter to Dubois are 
put to the torture to help out the charge againſt F 
him, As for the letter to Dubois, it is amazing to | 


ſimilitude of a broken impreſſion on wax with a 
whole one, and a ſimilitude of two little Z's, to fix 
it upon the Biſhop ; which, when fixed, can ſerve 
no purpoſe at all againſt him; for that letter hath 
neither date, ſubſcription, cypher, nor cant name 
in it; and for ought appears, may have been 
wrote before the man was born whom they would 
mean by Fohn/on, therein named. Nothing trea- 
ſonable is pretended to be gueſſed out of it, nor, for 
ought appears, was it ever ſeen by any one beſides 
the writer; and yet becauſe it is there ſaid that the 


writer wrote ſomething (no one knows what, or | © 


when, or to whom) in the hand of one Mr. Fobn- 
fon, your Lordſhips are perſuaded to infer, in op- 
poſition to the poſitive evidence of all the Biſhop's 


family, that Kelly was an intimate of the Biſhop's, 


6 
; 
and employed to write his treaſons. The uſe that | * 
is made of the Biſhop's letter taken from his ſervant, 7 
is ſtill more extraordinary. I have indeed too often e 
obſerved doubtful actions, by the help of bold in- : 
nuendoes, conſtrued criminally ; but to give That 
in evidence which was neither ſaid nor done, to IR © 
inuendo ſilence it ſelf into high-treaſon, is our a © 
new, and the learned counſel deſerve the glory o / 
the diſcovery. But the Biſhop's cafe will ſtill ap- 
pear the harder, when it is conſidered, that ſuch s 
ſtreſs hath been laid upon ſuch remote and diſtant : 
circumſtances in favour of this bill, and at the ſame f 
time your Lordſhips were not pleaſed to receive F 
on theBiſhop's behalf legal evidence, real evidence 5 
® | „ 4 and ; 
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and ſuch as in natural juſtice and equity ought to 
have been admitted. | 

The bill that hath lately paſſed both houſes a- 
* oainſt Kelly, doth not hinder him from being ſtill a 


c witneſs, for it hath not yet had the royal aſſent, 


and perhaps never may; but if it had, there is, as 
« I apprehend, nothing in that bill, that will take a- 
* way his teſtimony in any court in the kingdom. 
But be that as it will, I muſt beg leave to inſiſt that 
* he is at preſent a good witneſs, and as every body 


| © is ſatisfied that it way in his power to clear up this 


* whole affair, who knows what the awe of an oath 
might have extorted from him? He appears to be 
© a man under the influence of conſcience, for his re- 
* fuſing the oaths to the government, and thereby 
* ſuffering his ſubſiſtence to be taken from him, is a 
* manifeſt proof of it. If therefore your Lordſhips 


had permitted Kelly to be produced when the Bi- 


* ſhop called for him, ſomething probably might 
© have been diſcovered to have aſcertained either the 
* Biſhop's guilt or his innocence. But as his caſe now 
* ſtands, the evidence of his guilt appears very dark, 


{ © and, for ought I can obſerve, is like to continue ſo. 


* My Lords, I have now done; and if upon this oc- 
5 caſion, I have tired your patience, or diſcovered a 
* warmth unbecoming me, your Lordſhips will im- 
pute it to the concern I am under, left, if this bill 

* ſhould pals, t ſhould become a dangerous precedent 
for after ages. My zeal, as an Engliſhman, for the 
good of my country, obliges me to ſet my face a- 


© © gainſt oppreſſion in everyſhape; and where-ever I 


think I meet with it (it matters not whether one 
+ man or five hundred be the oppreſſors) I ſhall be 
* ſure to oppoſe it with all my might: For vain will 
be the boaſt of the excellency of our conſtitution ; 
* in vain ſhall we talk of our liberty and property 
* ſecured to us by laws, if a precedent ſhall be eſta- 
* bliſhed toſtripus of both, where both law and evi- 
* dence are conteſſedly wanting. My Lords, _— 

| | the 
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the whole matter, I take this bill to be derogatory 


© to the dignity of the Parliament in general, to the 
< dignity of this houſe in particular: I take the pain; 


© and penalties in it to be much greater, or much leſs 


than the Biſhop deſerves; I take every individual F 
branch of the charge . againſt him to be unſup- 

ported by any evidence whatſoever. I think there 
are no grounds for any private opinion of the Bi- 


, * ſhop's guilt, but what ariſe from private preju- 


Debates on 
the bill to 
tax Roman 
Carbolics. 


dice only; I think private prejudice has nothing 


© to do with judicial proceedings, I am therefore 
for throwing out this bill. | | 
* 


On the 20th of May, the Lords read the ſecond 
time, a bill from the Commons, intitled, An Au 
for granting an aid to his Majeſty by laying a tax up- 


on Papiſts, and for making ſuch other perſons, as, up- 
on due ſummons, ſhall refuſe or neglef to take the oaths 


therein mentioned, to contribute towards the ſaid tax, 
for reimburſing to the public part of the great expences 


occaſioned by the late conſpiracies, and for diſcharging 


the eſtates. of Papiſts from the two third parts of the 
rents and profits thereof for one year, and all arrears F 
of the ſame, and from ſuch forfeitures as are therein 


more particularly deſcribed: And a motion being 
made, That the ſaid bill be commited, it occaſion- 
ed a long debate, but the queſtion being put there- 
upon, it was carried in the affirmative, by a majo- 
rity only of fifteen voices, viz. 57 againſt 42; 
nine of which laſt entered their diſſent, viz. The 


Earls of Scarſdale, Litchfield, Strafford and Pomfret, | 


and the Lords Bingley, Foley, Uxbridge, Gower, and 
Aſhburnham, ; * | 


The next day, the Lords went into a committee 
upon the ſaid bill, and the oppoſite Peers offered a 
rider to be added to it, for making the Scotch Roman 


Catholics, and Nonjurors to contribute towards the 


faid tax ;-But the ſame was rejected, 


On 
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On Wedneſday, the 22d of May, the bill was read 
the third time, and a motion being made that it 
ſhould paſs, the ſame was ſtrongly oppoſed : 


Thoſe who ſpoke for and againſt it were as fol- 
= lows. ; 


59 


For the bill. | Apainſt the bill, 
Lord Viſc. Townſhend | Earl of Strafford 
Lord Carteret Lord Trevor 
© Earl Cadogan Earl Cowper 
Lord Biſhop of Hereford | Lord Bathurf | 
Lord Chancellor Lord Bingley. Os 
Farl of Lay 
nd Duke of Newcaſtle. | 


d 


/p- © Oneof the oppoſers repreſented, that this bill was 
p- © downright perſecution; another called it a fourth bill 
th: to inflit pains and penalties, in an unprecedented 
ax, manner: But they were anſwered by the Court- 
cet, Lords, That the Papiſts had incurred far greater 
ing penalties, ſo that this bill was rather an indulgence 
the than a perſecution, They were replied to, by the 
ars Farl Cowper, who, among other reaſons, ſuggeſted, 
ein That whatever gloſs was put upon this law, it ror Cow 
ing © would always be looked upon as perſecution, by '* freck 
on- © thoſe, at leaſt, who were to be affected by it, and bill to tax 
ere- [© © be puniſhed for other people's crimes ; and what Xn" C. 
o- © hardſhips the Proteſtants abroad might ſuffer,  * 
42 ; © © when we perſecuted the Roman Catholics at home, 
The he left to their Lordſhips conſideration. That he 
ret, © was informed, that the King of Spain and the 
and Regent of France had uſed their good offices, 
in behalf of thoſe of their own religion among 
| * us, and as on the other hand, thoſe two power- 
ttee ful princes had given undoubted proofs of their 
eda firm friendſhip tohis Majeſty, in the diſcovery 
man * and quaſhing of the late conſpiracy, ſo they could 
the * not but think themſelves but indifferently requi- 
ted for it, if this bill ſhould paſs into a law. Mis 
On Lor d- 
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Lordſnip added, that no ſtate ever got any thing Þ 
by perſecuting its ſubjects, of which he gave ſeve- 
« ral inſtances, and in particular ſhewed the ill effects 
of perſecution in France, which had drove away the 
« wealthieſt of their merchants and moſt induſtrious Þ 
« artificers 3 urging, that this bill might in like man- 
ner, force the Engliſh Roman Catholics to leave the 
kingdom, and carry eight or nine hundred thou- 
« ſand pounds into foreign countries.“ For all theſe Þ 
reaſons his Lordſhip was for rejecting the bill; but 


the queſtion being put upon the motion for paſſing 
the = it was reſolved in the affirmative, by 48 


voices and 21 proxies, in all 69, againſt 37 voices 
and 18 proxies, in all 55 : Upon which ſeveral Þ 


Lords entered their diſſent, v7z. 


- Uxbridge, Scarſdale, Cowper, 

Bingley, Mont joy, Weſton, 

Gower, Pomfret, Coventry, 
Foley, Hay, Bathurſt, 


Aßburnbam, Fran. Ceſtriens. Tadcaſter. 
Lechmere, Willougb de Br. 
' * Ertchfield, Strafford, 


On the 27th of May, his Majeſty, after having Þ 
given the royal aſſent to the bills for inflicting pains 
and penalties on the Biſhop of Rochefter, Mr. Kelly, 


And Mr, Plunket, with ſeveral other public and pri- 


vate bills, was pleaſed to tell both houſes, that he 
had ordered the Lord Chancellor to declare to them 
in his Majeſty's name and words, the reaſon of his 
coming that day to Parliament: Whereupon the 
Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty's ſpeech to both 
houſes, as followeth, viz, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Y E.. perſuaded, notwithſtanding the unuſual 


1 length of this ſeſſion, you will not think your 
time has been miſemployed, in conſulting the neceſ- 


ſary means forpreſerving the peace and quiet of the 


+ king- 
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« kingdom, and bringing to juſtice ſome of the chief 
« promoters of that contuſion which lately threaten- 
ed the nation. 

The prudent meaſures you have taken for our 
common ſecurity, and your enabling me to de- 
« fend my kingdoms againſt any deſigns or attempts 


2 © of our enemies, are the moſt convincing teſtimo- 
* © nies of your fidelity and affection to me, and of 
your concern for the liberties of my people. Be 
2 © aſſured, the confidence you have repoſed in me, 
7 © ſhall never be made uſe of, but for their ſafety 


© and defence. | 
The papers which have been laid before you, for 
your information, and have ſince been publiſhed 


f for the ſatisfaction of the world, evidently fhew 


2 © that the conſpirators had brought their wicked arts 


and practices to ſuch a perfection, that they confi- 
2 < dently carried on their trayterous projects in defi- 
Vance of the zw, from an aſſurance of their being 


able toeludeIt; the reſpect and reverence due to the 
law had been loſt, and the tranquillity of my people 
* endangered, had not you interpoſed. This made 


it neceſſary for the legiſlature to exert itſelf in pu- 
2 © niſhing ſuch offenders, whoſe guilr is too certain to 


© leave the leaſt room for doubt, and whoſe crimes 

* are too heinous to admit of any aggravation. 
And yet it is with pleaſure I reflect, that the 

* juſtice of Parliament has been ſo tempered with 


: © mercy, that even thoſe, who are reſolved to be diſ- 


* ſatisfied, muſt acknowledge the lenity of your pro- 


# © ceedings, and will be at a loſs for any pretence to 


* complain, ſo few examples having been made, and 
the penalties, inflicted by bill, falling ſo much ſhort 
* of the puniſhments due for the fame crimes by the 
common courſe of law. 

© The firmneſs you have ſhewn, muſt convince all 
the world, how much they were miſtaken, whofe 
© chief hopes were founded on the diſſaffection of my 
© people, It gave me great ſatisſaction to ſee as ge- 


© neral 
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« neral a concurrence in full Parliament upon this 
< occaſion, as has been ever known on any former; 
and it is to be hoped, our enemies will ceaſe to 
« flatter themſelves with the vain imagination of be- 


ing able to ſubvert our religion and preſent e- 
« ſtabliſhment. h 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I muſt acknowledge, in a particular manner, the 
great readineſs you have ſhewn in raiſing the ne. J. 
© ceſlary ſupplies for the enſuing year: It is an un- 
expected felicity, that you have been able ſo far 
to diſappoint the hopes of our enemies, as to avoid 
laying any new burthen upon my people, and that, 
© ſo ſoon after that great ſhock and convulſion in all 
the public funds, and in the midſt of inteſtine a- 
« larms and difturbances, the credit of the nation he 
< ſhould ſo far revive and flouriſh, that not only the © 
« ſupplies of the year ſhould be raiſed at a much low - 1 
© er intereſt, than was ever known inthe moſt quiet m 
times, but part of the national debt ſhould be re- be 
duced from an intereſt of five to three ger Cen. 
and put in a courſe of being ſoon disch god 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


* I return you my moſt ſincere thanks for the in- 
« defatigable pains you have taken in the ſervice of 
the public: I earneſtly recommend it to you, in 
your ſeveral ſtations and countries, to perſevere in 
0 pour endeavours for preſerving the peace of the 
kingdom; by juſtice and reſolution, to ſubdue the 
« reſtleſs ſpirit of faction and ſedition; and by pru- 
« dence and temper to reconcile the miſled, 

Some extraordinary affairs calling me abroad this 
© ſummer, I doubt not but that the wiſdom and vi- 
* gllance of my good ſubjects will prevent our ene- 
mies from taking any advantage of my abſence. 
Lo gain the hearts and affections of my people ſhal! 
always be my firſt and principal care; on their ry 

* an 
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« and loyalty I will entirely depend : They may 
« as ſurely depend on my protection in the full 
© enjoyment of their religion, liberty, and pro- 
« perty. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving farther The Pula- 


ment pro- 


directions from his Majeſty, prorogued the Par- rogues. 


| liament to Tueſday the ſecond day of Fuly following. 


| The fecond ſeſſion of the ſecond Septennial 


Parliament. 


N Thurſday, the ninth of January, the Par- The ne 
liament of Great-Britain being met, accord- mers. 


| ing to the laſt prorogation, the King went to the 7% 9: 
{ houſe of Peers with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, 


and the Commons being ſent for up and attend- 
ing, the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, read his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech to 
both houſes, as follows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I Cannot open this ſeſſion, without congratulat- The King's 
6 ing you upon the ſucceſs of your endeayours, — == 
* laſt year, for the ſafety, intereſt, and honour of 
the kingdom: The riſe of public credit, the 
«* flouriſhing condition of our trade and manufac- 
* tures, and the general tranquillity of my people, 
are the happy conſequences of your prudent re- 
* ſolutions. It is to be hoped, that the few ex- 
* amples, which were made of ſome notorious of- 
* fenders, will be ſufficient to deter the moſt diſ- 
affected from engaging in the like deſperate and 
* wicked practices. The augmentation you thought 
* fit to make to our national forces, by ſea and 
* land, has not only ſecured the general quiet of 
the kingdom, againſt any ſudden attempts, or 
inſurrections, but has alſo given me ſuch onde 
"VF IE an 
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and credit in all foreign negociations, as greatly 
© contribute towards the preſervation of the peace 
of Europe. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
< I will order the proper Officers to lay before 


< you the eſtimates for the ſervice of the current 

year. I deſire ſuch ſupplies only, as you ſhall . 1 
< find abſolutely neceſſary tor preſerving the peace . ; 
of the kingdom, and for the ſecurity of my peo- . 
< ple; and thoſe, I hope, may be raiſed without . : 


laying any additional charge or burthen on my WM, 
ſubjects. x 
I muſt in a particular manner, recommend 
to your care the public debts of the kingdom, 
as the moſt national concern you can poſlibly 
take into your conſideration, I am perſuaded it. 
muſt be a very great ſatisfaction to all my faith- J 
ful ſubjects, to ſee the ſinking fund improved 
and augmented, and the debt of the nation 
thereby put into a method of being ſo much the 
ſooner gradually reduced and paid off: It would 
be a work truly worthy of a Britiſb Parliament, 
to begin this commendable undertaking, and to 
make ſuch a progreſs therein, as, with a ſtrict 
regard to public faith and private property, 
may pave the way to this great and deſirable 
/ end. 


) e © OO © 2 $ $6 


In the preſent happy ſituation of our affairs, 
I have nothing more to recommend to you, than 
that you would make uſe of the opportunity, 
which your own good conduct has put into your 
hands, in conſidering of ſuch farther laws, as 
may be wanting for the eaſe and encouragement WW. , 
of trade and navigation, for the employment of f 
the poor, and for the exciting and encouraging MM ; 
a ſpirit of induſtry in the nation. * jy 
bs Am | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 
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y I am fully ſatisfied, that the trade and wealth 
of my people are the happy effects of the liber- 

« ties they enjoy, and that the grandeur of the 

crown conſiſts in their proſperity; and I am as 
re fully perſuaded, that all, who wiſh well to their 
country, muſt agree with me, that it is the vain- 
1 « eſt of all deluſions to imagine, that the religion, 
; laws, and liberties of this kingdom, can ever be 
! ſecured, but by ſupporting the preſent eſtabliſh- 
= * ment, and maintaining the ſucceſſion in the pro- 


* teſtant line. Let us therefore heartily join in 
every thing, that may tend to promote our mu- 
tual happineſs, and to extinguiſh the hopes of 


d thoſe, who long have been, and ſtill are reſtleſs 
* in their endeavours to ſubject this nation to the 
whole train of miſeries, that are inſeparable from 
. popery and arbitrary power. 

" The King being withdrawn, the Lords reſolved 


he 0 preſent an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, 
ry which being drawn up, and agreed to, was, the 
next day, preſented by the houſe to his Majeſty, 
as follows : 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 
. 1 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal The Lord. 
le Wc } V ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal - rt 


in Parliament aſſembled, humbly return your 
* Majefty the thanks of this houſe, for your Ma- 
« jeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
and fer your gracious acceptance of our ſincere 
* endeavours for your ſervice during the laſt ſeſ: 
Y ſion. We cannot, in juſtice, but acknowledge, . 
that the proſperous and flouriſhing condition, 
* and the preſent tranquillity of the kingdom, are 
"of the natural effects of your Majeſty's wiſe and 
A ſteady government. Your Majeſty's powerful 
NDS influence on all your foreign negotiations, to- 


* wards the preſervation of the genera] peace, 
me Vor. IX, . F gives 
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gives us Very great ſatisfaction. We beſeech 
your Majeſty to believe nothing can be dearer 
to us, than your honour; and that we cannot 
think any thing of greater importance, than the 
enabling your Majeſty to maintain the tranquil- 
© lity of Europe. 

We humbly beg leave, with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude, to qcknowJledge your Ma- 
« jeſty*s paternal care and tenderneſs, in deſiring 
the eaſe of your people from all unneceſſary bur- 
« thens, and your inexpreſſible goodneſs, in de- 
« claring from the throne your full ſatisfaction, 
that the trade and wealth of your people are the 
happy effects of the liberties they enjoy; and 
that the grandeur of your crown conſiſts in the 
« proſperity of your ſubjects. We beg your Ma- 


a © «x 


jeſty to believe, that nothing ſhall be ever want- 
ing on our part, that can tend to the increaſe 
of your Majeſty's happineſs and glory; and that 
we are firmly and unanimouſly reſolved, with 
our lives and fortunes, to maintain our preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment, as the only ſolid founda- 
tion, upon which we can hope for the quiet en- 
Joyment of our religion, laws, and liberties. 


His MajzsTvY's Anſwer, was as follows: 


My Lords, 
[7 Give you my hearty thanks for this dutiſul and 
loyal addreſs. Your affettionate concern for my 
honour and happineſs is very acceplable to me. Bt 
aſſured it ſhall be my conſtant care to preſerve the 
rights and liberties of my people. 


Having preſented this addreſs, the Lords ad- 
journed till Wedneſday the 15th of January. 


The Commons being, the day before, returned 


to their houſe, and their Speaker having reported 
| | to 
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to them his Majeſty's ſpeech from the throne, the | 
Lord Finch moved, and being ſeconded, it was re- 
ſolved nemine contradicente, That an humble ad- 
1e « dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to congratu- 
|. late his fate and happy return, and to return his 
« Majeſty the moſt humble thanks of this houſe, 
of for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, &:. 


a- A Committee being immediately appointed to 
ng draw up the ſaid addreſs, of which the Lord Finch 
ir- was choſen Chairman, his Lordſhip, the next 


je- day, reported the ſaid addreſs, which was unani- 
n, mouſly agreed to, and on Saturday the 11th pre- 
he ſented, by the whole houſe, to his Majeſty, as 
nd follows: 


the 
la- Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
nt - OUR Majesty's moſt dutiful and loyal The Com- 
ale 8 © ſubjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in arcs. 
hat Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to congratulate 
ith your Majeſty upon your ſafe and happy return 
ent © into thefe kingdoms ; and moſt humbly defire 
da- your Majeſty to accept the unfeigned thanks of 
en- © this houſe, for your Majeſty's moſt gracious 
* ſpeech from the throne, As your Majeſty is 
* pleaſed to found the grandeur of your crown in 
* the ſecurity of the etc of your people, and 
your glory in promoting their proſperity; ſo 
* they, in return, mult be excited, by all the ties 
and of duty and gratitude, to build their happineſs 
ny upon the firm and unſhaken principles of loyalty 
Be © and affection to your Majeſty's moſt ſacred per- 
te © fon and government. 


* It is the greateſt ſatis faction to your Majeſty's 
faithful Commons, to find that the loyalty -of 
their reſolutions, and the juſtice of their pro- 
ceedings, in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, have 
been attended, with all the happy conſequences - 
they expected from them; and now have been 


* rewarded with your Majeſty's royal approbation. 
to F 2 « We 


\ 
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We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we 
« ſhall readily and chearfully raiſe all ſuch ſupplies 
as ſhall be neceſſary to ſupport the honour of 
« your Majeſty's government, and ſecure the tran- 
« quility of theſe kingdoms, 
We are highly ſenſible of your Majeſty 7 
goodneſs to all your people, in recommending 
particularly at this time to our conſideration the P. 
< public debts of the kingdom; which are ſo {| ſe 
© heavy a load and ſo much a national concern, fa 
that we ſhould be wanting to our ſelves, if we Þ . 
did not aſſure your Majeſty, that we will ufe our / 
utmoſt endeavours to improve and augment the 2 
fink ing fund, and thereby put the national debt 7h 
= 


into a method of being gradually reduced, and 
paid without any violation of public faith, or 
infringement of private property: And as th 
your Majeſty is pleaſed to encourage our at- 10 
tempting ſo great and noble a deſign; ſo we g. 
are fully perſuaded, that the wiſdom and ſteadi- an 
neſs of your Majeſty's government will enable or 
us to perfect this great undertaking. ol 
« We aſſure your Majeſty, that we know of no 
other ſafety,” under God, for our trade and 
wealth, liberty and property, religious and civil 
rights, but the ſecurity of your Majeſty's. moſt 
ſacred perſon and government, and the ſucceſ- 
ſion in your royal houſe z which we will always 
ſupport and maintain againſt any traiterous at- 
tempt whatſoever : being truly ſenſible of the 
bleſſings we enjoy under your Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious and happy government, which has hitherto 
6 E us from all thoſe miſeries, experience 
© has taught us, are inſeparable from popery and 
© arbitrary power. 1 | 
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es To which addreſs his Majeſty returned the follow- 
of ing moſt gracious anſwer. 
N- 
Gentlemen, 
„ J Return you my hearty thanks for this dutiful and The King's 
ng loyal addreſs, the wiſdom and reſolution of this _—_ 


he Parliament, have principally contributed to our pre- 
ſo ſent happy fituation 3) and the perſeverance of my 
n, faithful Commons, with the ſame zeal and unanimi- 
we . ty, in the diſpatch of the public buſineſs, will be the 
"ur WW /ureſt means of improving this favourable opportunity, 
the 70 the beſt advantage, for the honour and intereſt of 
bt the kingdom. 


or The only remarkable debate which happened Debate on 
as this ſeſſion, was in the houſe of Lords, on the - ne 
at- 16th of March, when their Lordſhips being in a 
we grand Committee, on the bill for puniſhing mutiny 
di- and deſertion, there aroſe a very warm debate, up- 
ble on amotion made by the Lord Trevor, for leaving 
out of the number of the land forces to be conti- 
no nued, the four thouſand additional men raiſed the 
and year before. His Lordſhip repreſented, © That The Lora 
vii © the conſpiracy mentioned in his Majeſty's ſpeech a. 
10ſt | at the opening the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
cel- which was the occaſion of this augmentation of 
ays the land- forces, being now happily extinguiſhed, 
at- and thereby the caule of raiſing that additional 
the MW © number being perfectly removed, there was not 
gra- the leaſt reaſon or pretence for continuing that 
erto number. That the keeping on foot a greater 
nce  * army, in time of peace, than was abſolutely ne- 
and © ceffary for the ſecurity of the King's perſon and 
government, was very dangerous to our happy 
* conſtitution: And, conſidering the great tran- 
* quillity we enjoyed, both at home and abroad, 
* he could not but apprehend the number of re- 
To * gular forces, * this bill, to be much 


3 greater 


? 
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greater, than was neceſſary for that end. That 
if ſo great an army was allowed to be continu- 
ed, in our preſent happy circumſtances, a ſtand- 
ing army would thereby become an eſſential part 
of our conſtitution, ſince the reaſons for keeping 
it up in perpetuity would grow ſtronger every 
year, and in every ſucceeding reign: For on the 
one hand, it cannot, with any probability, be fore- 
ſeen or expected, that in any future time, there 
will be leſs reaſon to be given, than at preſent, 
for juſtifying the neceſſity of keeping up ſo great 
an army, there being now as little danger, to our 
preſent: happy eſtabliſhment, to be feared either 
from inſurrections at home, or by any diſturbance 
or invaſions from abroad, as the nature and inſta- 
bility of humane affairs will allow of. And on 
the other hand, if ſo numerous an army be at 
preſent allowed of in Parliament, no argument 
can hereafter be urged, for the reducing the num- 


ber in any future reign, but what will ſeem to 


carry. with it too great a diſtruſt of the Prince 


then on the throne, and will be conſtrued to im- 


ply, that the ſame confidence is not to be re- 
poſed in him, as in his predeceſſors. His Lord- 
ſhip added, *twas not out of any diſtruſt he en- 
tertained either of his Majeſty or his miniſters, 
that he was for reducing part of the army: 


That, on the contrary, he was fully convinced 


his Majeſty will never make an ill uſe of his 


power, of which they had a ſure earneſt in the 


equity and moderation with which his Majeſty 
had governed hitherto; but as they could not 
promiſe themſelves and exptet, that ſe 

and ſo juſt a King ſhould always fill the throne, 
it was prudence early to prevent the inconveni- 


encies and dangers to which our excellent conſti- 


tution and liberties ſhould be expoſed, in caſe, in 
any ſucceeding reign, an ambitious Prince, and 
: | 2 5.4 qv} SWOLN eee . ill 
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ill miniſters, ſhould have fo great a number of 
troops at their diſpoſal. That it was notorious 
that all the ſtates of Europe, that have loſt their 
liberties, have been enſlaved by their own armies, 
whoſe officers and commanders growing every 
day in power, do, at laſt, turn it againſt thoſe 
from whom they had at firſt their commiſſions z 
of which we had a fatal example, in England, 
{till freſh in our memories, in the perſon of Oli- 
ver Cromwel. That beſides the — thouſand 
additional men, the regular forces were double 
the number of thoſe kept on foot, after the 
peace of Ry/wick, in the reign of King William 
of glorious memory; and more numerous, by 
one third, than in the late Queen's reign, after 
the peace of Uirecht ; that therefore they are 
more than ſufficient to ſecure the government, 
againſt any ſudden inteſtine commotion 3 which 
is the leſs to be apprehended, by reaſon of the ge- 
neral affection which the people had lately ſhewn 
in taking the oaths, though many of them that 
took them were not required to do it, by the 
act paſt the laſt ſeſſion; and, he was confident, 
that except a few perſons of deſperate principles 
and fortunes, who might hope to fiſh in troubled 


waters, there was no body in England, that had 
any thing to loſe, that wiſhed for a revolution. 


That if we looked abroad, it appeared, that by the 
happy influence of his Majeſty's wiſe counſels, 
and the good alliances that had been entered in- 
to and cemented, all Europe enjoyed a profound 

eace, which, in all probability would be laſt- 
ing ; But that in caſe of a rupture, with any 
neighbouring Prince, our fleet, which was cer- 
tainly the moſt numerous, and the beſt in all 
chriſtendom, would defend us againſt any fo- 
reign invaſion or inſult. That the pay of 
the four thouſand additional men, amounted to 


* a good ſum of money. That, indeed, at ano- 
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© ther juncture, that expence might be eaſily born; 
* but that, in the preſent circumſtances, when the 
© nation is involved in ſo great a debt, and groans 
© under the load of heavy taxes, this additional 
« charge is very conſiderable. That his Majeſty, 
in his gracious ſpeech, at the opening of this 
« ſeſſion of Parliament, having, in a particular 
© manner, recommended to the houſe of Com- 
© mons, the putting the national debt in a method 
of being gradually reduced and paid: It was, 
«* with the greateſt ſatisfaction he took notice, that 
a progreſs had already been made in that great 
and important undertaking ; and that, in order 
to improve that good beginning, not only the 
© pay of theſe additional forces, but alſo all other 


© needleſs expenccs, ought in his opinion, to be 


The Lord 
Viſcount 


applied to the increaſe of the ſinking fund. His 
< Lordſhip concluded as he had begun, with moſt 
« earneſt profeſſions of his ſincere and intire affec- 
tion for his Majeſty's ſacred perſon and govern- 
ment, and for his royal family, on whoſe proſ- 
« perity, under Gp, abſolutely depend both. our 
c ere felicity, and the 8 of our laws, 
« liberties, properties, and holy religion. 

The Lord Viſcount Teumſbend, principal Se- 
cretary of ſtate, anſwered the Lord Trevor, and, 
among other things, ſaid, That he agreed with 
that noble Lord, in ſame parts of his ſpeech, 
© but was ſorry he differed from him in others. 
That he was thoroughly perſuaded of his intire 
« affection to his Majeſty's perſon and the preſent 
happy ſettlement, nor did he, in the leaſt, doubt 
but he ſaw with pleaſure, the progreſs that had 
already been made towards reducing the national 
debt: But that, at the ſame time, they ought 
to conſider, that as the happy tranquillity we 
at preſent enjoy, is, in ſome meaſure, owing to 
the ſtrength of the government, ſo it was pru- 
* dence not to wecken that ſtrength, a. the 
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« ſame might affect public credit, which being 
founded on the ſecurity of the government, if 
that ſecurity was rendred precarious, they would 
ſoon ſee the funds and ſtocks fall ten or twelve 
per cent. which would render the reduction of 
the national debt altogether impracticable, ſince 
it was impoſlible to reduce that debt, otherwiſe 
than by public credit. That it was notorious, 
that before the laſt augmentation of regular for- 
* ces, the 8 could not form and march 
© a body of three or four thouſand men, againſt 
* any ſudden attempt, either at home, or from 
* abroad, without leaving the King's perſon, the 
royal family, the capital of the kingdom, and 
the fortified places expoſed ; and therefore the 
* ſaid augmentation was become abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary to prevent theſe dangers and inconveniencies. 
* That the number of the troops now on foot was 
not ſo great as to afford any juſt ground of jea- 
louſy, ſince the preſent forces are much inferior 
to thoſe the crown had formerly, That by the 
ancient and Gothic conſtitution of the govern- 
ment, the King had at his diſpoſal the militia of 
the realm, which chiefly conſiſted in archers, 
who were kept in conſtant diſcipline and exer-- 
ciſe, the memory of which is ſtill preſerved, 
there being Umoit in every village a place called, 
But-Lane, Tt the invention of fire-arms had 
made a great alteration in the ancient conſtitu- 
tion, and, inſtead of archers, the crown raiſed 
as many regulir troops as were thought neceſ- 
* ſary, upon any emergency. That Queen Eliza- 
* beth, who had many enemies both at home and 
abroad, conſtantly kept a conſiderable body of 
troops in the Netherlands, without any contra- 
* diction from her Parliaments, and thereby main- 
* tained herſelf on the throne, and overcame all 
her enemies. That if King Charles I. had ſteer- 
ed the ſame courſe, he might, in all . 
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he loſt both, only for want of a ſufficient force 
to ſuppreſs faction, which was the principa 
ſource of all the calamities, and enormities in 
which the nation was afterwards involved. That 
upon the reſtoration of King Charles II. they 
who, at that time, had the management of at. 
fairs, did not think it proper to keep up a great 
number of regular troops, and therefore choſe 
to reſtore to the crown its ancient power over 
the militia of the kingdom ; but that there was 
a SECRET in that. That King James II. not 
truſting to the militia, had an army of 20000 
men, which would have ſecured him the crown, 
had he not given a general diſguſt to his people, 
by violating the fundamental laws, and endes. 


and ſtate. That in the reign of King Willian, 
of glorious memory, when ſome leading men 
in the Parliament thought fit to diſband the ar- 
my after the peace of Ky/wick, they fell upon a 


project to ſecure the government, which was to 


raiſe and diſcipline the militia ; but that they 
ſoon after perceived the unprofitableneſs of that 


ſcheme, the militia proving a great burthen to 
the people, and of no ſervice to the government, 
That the reduction of the army had then a 


double ill effect, for on the one hand, it obliged 
King William and his miniſters to enter into 
a treaty of partition, and, on the other hand, 
it, very probably, encouraged France to break 


that treaty,” which occaſioned a ſecond war, and 
was the ſource of two thirds of that heavy debt 
under which the nation labours at this day. 


That the diſbanding of the army had almoſt 


the ſame ill effect in the reign of the late Queen, 


having encouraged Lewis XIV. to furniſh the 
Pretender with a land-force and a fleet to invade 
theſe kingdoms. That if at preſent they weak- 
ened the hands of the government, we ſhould 
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be expoſed to the like inſults and attempts. That 
if our enemies may be credited, in an affair, in 
which it 1s their intereſt to ſpeak truth, they 
ſeemed confidently aſſured of ſucceſs, in their 
« deſign of overturning the government, provid- 
* ed they had only an aſſiſtance of three or four 
« thouſand men from abroad; and that conſidering 
the method now practiſed in imbarkations, how- 
ever good and ſtrong our fleet may be, it was 
impoſſible to hinder a foreign Prince, who ſhould 
have a-mind to undertake it, to throw ſuch a 
number of men upon England. Concluding, that 
the conſtant tenor of his Majeſty's adminiſtra- 
tion, ſince his happy acceſſion to the throne, 
ought to convince every body, that by the con- 
* tinuing the number of regular forces now on 
foot, his Majeſty and his miniſters have nothing 
© in view but the public ſafety and ſecurity, and 
thereby to give the people an opportunity to im- 
prove trade, and incourage induſtry, as the only 
means to retrieve their former loſſes.” 

The Duke of Wharton, who replied to the Duke ot 
Lord Townſhend, ſaid in ſubſtance, That tho? 2 aj 
he was ſenſible whatever he could offer, would 
have but lil weigh nevertheleſs, as the mat- 
ter under debate; -was of the laſt importance, 
and highly concerned the fundamental conſtitu- 
tion, he thought ic incumbent upon him, as a 
member of that auguſt aſſembly, to deliver his 
* opinion ; hoping that any miſtake he ſhould 
* commit, would be excuſed upon account of his 
* want of experience, That he wondered the no- 
ble Peer, who ſpoke laſt, ſhould ſuggeſt, that 
* without the additional troops raiſed laſt year, a 
* body of 3000 men could not be drawn together ; 
that he might eaſily be contradicted, ſince, be- 

* fore the raiſing of thoſe troops, we had ſeen 
* near the capital of the kingdom, a camp of be- 
* tween three and four thouſand men, ur 
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only of the King's guards, which was ſufficient 
to ſecure the government againſt any ſudden at- 
tempt. That he thought it no leſs ſtrange, 
that in an affair of ſo great importance, and in 
the ſupreme council of the realm, any mention 
ſhould be made of the opinion of enemies; that 
by this, he ſuppoſed, were meant the abſtracts 
of ſome intercepted letters, and anonymous in- 
telligence, that were printed laſt year ; on which 
* he thought, no ſtreſs ought to be laid; but ra- 
ther be looked upon, as the empty imaginations MW + 
of diſaffected perſons, who, through the natural 
* propenſity of al}-men, to believe what they wiſh WW * 
for, eaſily deceive themſelves, and fondly enter- 

* tain with vain hopes, thoſe they endeavour to 
engage in their cauſe. That conſidering the 

*. preſent great tranquillity at home, and the hap- 

* Py fituation of affairs abroad, there ſeemed to be 

* no occaſion for keeping up ſo great a number 
of forces. That by his Majeſty's counſels, and 
powerful influence, a general peace was eſtabliſh- 

< ed\in Europe, which, in all appearance, would 

* laſt many years. That ſome accidents which, 
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cared, might have diſturbed it, had had 
contrary effects: That the death of the regent © 
had made no alteration in France, for things did 
run there in the ſame- channel, and the Duke I © 
of Bourbon, who had fucceeded the late Duke 
of Orleans in the adminiſtration of affairs, ſeem- IM *© 
ed reſolved to cultivate the friendſhip and good 
intelligence his predeceſſor had eſtabliſhed be- 
tween the two crowns. That; in relation to 
pain, King Philip's abdication would prove ad- 
* vantageous to the peace of Europe, becauſe the 
Ttalian faction, and miniſtry, which eſpouſed the 
Pretender's cauſe, were thereby laid afide. W © 

” 


And as for the Emperor, he hoped they had 


* nothing to fear from him, unleſs he would quar- 
* rel with us, for our kindneſs and PEE to 
him, 
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bim, in ſuffering his eſtabliſhing an Eaſt- India 
company at Oſtend, to the prejudice of our own 
company. But nevertheleſs, he hoped a good 


| « correſpondence would ſtill be maintained between 


the two courts. That thus there was. nothing 
« to be feared from abroad, and yet much lefs at 
home; that the noble Lord who ſpoke before 
him, had run over a great part of our Engliſh 
hiſtory, and had endeavoured to ſhew the diifer- 
ence between the ancient Gothic government, 
and our modern conſtitution ; that he would 
not follow him cloſe through his long account 
of bows, archers, and fire- arms; but would con- 
tent himſelf with taking notice, that, according 
to that noble Peer, the power of the militia was 
anciently, and ſtill remained in the crown; but 
that it was obſervable that in ſome former reigns, 
regular troops, ſupplied the place of the militia ; 


and in others, funds were provided to diſcipline 


ſupply the wants of regular troops : But that at 
this time, when the crown is poſſeſſed of as much 
power over the militia as ever, if ſo great a num- 
ber of regular forces be allowed to be kept up, 
the fundamental conſtitution will be intirel 
changed and overturned, ſince thereby an add1- 
tional ſtrength is given to the crown, without 
any equivalent to ſecure the rights and liberties 
of the ſubjects. Thar our anceftors having ever 
Judged the militia ſufficient to ſecure the govern- 
ment, we ought not to deviate from that wiſe 
inſtitution without evident neccfſity ; that what- 

ever might be ſuggeſted, the militia are not ſo 
© ufeleſs, nor ſo much to be deſpiſed, as ſome 
* would pretend, ſince they did notable ſervice, 
during the laſt rebellion, even in ſome countries 
the moſt diſaffected to the preſent ſettlement 
* and, if care was taken to diſcipline them well, 
© he did not doubt but they might be made m_ 
« uſe 
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ing the militia might, indeed, be greater than 


And, as in future generations, an ambitiou; 
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uſeful. That the expence of raiſing and exerciſ. 


the maintaining regular forces, but that as the 
danger to our liberties, would be much leſs from 
the militia, ſo would the grievance of that ex. 
pence, be more eaſily born by the people. That, 
in juſtice to the commanders and officers of the 
army, he would readily acknowledge, that many 
of them had appeared zealous detenders of the 
liberties of their country, and had laid the foun- 
dation of our preſent happineſs, by refuſing to 
oncurr in the deſigns of the late King Fame; 
II. But that he had heard wiſe men ſay, that 
if that Prince had turned out the old officers he 
could not truſt, and made new ones from among 
the common ſoldiers, King William, of glorious 
memory, would. not eaſily have brought about 
his enterprize, at leaſt, there would have been 
more blood ſhed. That, after all, ſtanding ar- 
mies are enconſiſtent with a free- government: 


Prince, and ill deſigning miniſters might make 
uſe of them to invade our Liberties, ſo it was 
prudence to prevent that danger betimes. That 
the ſingle inſtance of Oliver Cromwell, who 
came to the houſe of Commons, and turned out 
with open force the very men from whom he had 
his authority, was a dreadful example, which 
they ought ever to have before their eyes. That 
he was thoroughly perſuaded, they had nothing 
of that nature to fear under his Majeſty's auſpi- 
cious reign, or from the illuſtrious Princes of 
his royal family : But that it can not be expected 
that the throne ſhall ever be filled by ſo good 
and ſq wiſe Princes. That beſides, we are not 
ſo happy as to have always the King among us; 
that at leaſt once every two years his Majeſty 
croſſes the ſea to go over to his dominions a- 


* broad; that for his part, he was ſo far from find- 


ing 
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ing fault with it, that he rather thought it to be 
for our advantage, becauſe he could from thence 
© have a nearer proſpect of the affairs of Europe, 
« and watch for our ſecurity : But that, on the 
© other hand, if it ſhould happen, that during his 
« Majeſty's abſence, the ABSOLUTE COMMAND 
of the army ſhould be DELEGATED TO ONE 
SINGLE PERSON, in ſuch a caſe, our liberties, 
and properties might be in very great danger, 
« becauſe ſuch a perſon would thereby be veſted 
« with an authority equal to that of a Stad?- Hol- 
der in Holland. That he was both ſurprized and 
© ſorry to ſee that a Lord, who had ſo great a 
© ſhare in the adminiſtration, ſhould in fo ſolemn 
and important a debate, fetch arguments from 
« Exchange-Alley, and thereby put our excellent 
© conſtitution, and moſt eſſential concerns, in com- 
« petition with thoſe of a few ſtock-jobbers. That 
on the other hand, nothing, in his opinion, 
could more effectually keep up and advance pub- 
lic credit, than the confidence his Majeſty and 
his miniſters would ſeem to repoſe in the affec- 
* tions of the people, by diſbanding part of the 
army; and that the ſame would have the like 
good effect with foreign Princes: Whereas if 
* the court ſeemed to think fo great a number of 


troops, neceſſary in time of peace, it viſibly im- 


« plyed a diſtruſt of the affections of the people; 
* which on the one hand, might increaſe the diſ- 


* affe&tion at home, and leſſen his Majeſty's credit 


© and intereſt abroad.” 


The Lord Bathurſt ſpoke next on the ſame fide, Lori B. 
and, in particular, endeavoured to ſhew the weak- —. 


neſs of the arguments urged for keeping up the ad- 
ditional forces, drawn from the opinion of the ene- 


mies of the government, and the public funds. He 


added, That what diftinguiſhes moſt a good and 
* juſt prince from a tyrant, is, that the latter never 


thinks 
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thinks himſelf ſafe, without a great number of . 
guards and troops, whereas the firſt intirely con-. 
« fides in the affections of his ſubjects. That this . * 
« was the courſe which that wiſe Princeſs Queen IM © © 
Elizabeth ſteered, for tho? ſhe had many enemies, . 
both at home and abroad, yet ſhe never kept. N 
ſtanding forces in England, but defeated all the at-. . 
< tempts made againſt her perſon and government, . 
< with her militia, and her fleet, as her predeceſſors a 0 
had done before her. That upon King Cbarles M © 
the Second's reſtoration, that Prince had a very 
< plauſible pretence to have an army; but his chief 
< miniſters the Earls of Southampton and Clarendon, 
© who were at the ſame time, great patriots, as well 
as great politicians, conſidering the calamities an 
army had brought upon the nation under Crom. 
well, wiſely judged that ſtanding forces are in- 
conſiſtent with the liberties of England; and that 
the power of the militia, with the addition of 
| horſe and foot guards, were ſufficient to ſecure 
the King's perſon and government. That, indeed, 
they had been told, by a noble Lord of the other 
< ſide, That there was a Secret in it. That for his 
* own part he could not gueſs what that Secret might 
© be: But wiſhed, there may be no ſecret, at preſent, 
in the keeping up ſo great a number of forces. 
That it appeared from an eminent hiſtorian, who 
has given us the detail and circumſtances of the 
late revolution, that it was miraculouſly brought 
© about,conſidering the great number of forces King 
* Fames II. had on foot; but as miracles do not hap- 
pen every day, neither is it prudence to expect 
* them, but rather to endeavour, by a wiſe forecaſt, 
to prevent ſuch like dangers, as would infallibly 
* have come to paſs, had not providence viſibly 
« interpoſed. That he had a very good opinion of 
many officers in the army, and had an eſteem for 
them, not only as brave and gallant ſoldiers, but 
* alſo as good Engliſhmen that would not enſlave their 
country: 
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country: But yet, he would not truſt his liberty 
and property in the hands of men that might take 
* them away, if they pleaſed; for he knew no great 
difference between a man's being a ſlave, and being 
© in the power of them that can make him one. 
© That of all men, ſoldiers are known to be ambi- 
* tious of advancing, and exerciſing their authority; 
and that the example of CromwelPs army, who 
* turned out the Parliament that raiſed them, ought 
to be a conſtant warning againſt regular troops.” 


The Lord Carteret,one of his Majeſty's principal Lord Carre 
Secretaries of State, who ſpoke after the Lord Ba. en 
thurſt, made it his buſineſs to confute the argument | 
urged by the Lord Trevor and Duke of Wharton, 
for the diſbanding of the additional troops, viz. the I 
public tranquillity : He ſaid, This tranquillitymain- 
ly proceeded from the ſecurity of the government, 

* and as this ſecurity was in ſome meaſure, owing 
to the additional forces, the latter were, in a man- 
* ner, become neceſſary to preſerve that happy tran- 
* quillity. His Lordſhip, afterwards, ſhewed the 
* oreFt benefits and advantages that flow from the 
* ſecurity of the government; ſuch as, the regard of 
foreign Princes and States for the crown of 
Great Britain; the weight of his Majeſty's coun- 
ſels in negotiations abroad, which had procured, 
and eſtabliſhed a general peace in Europe; and in 
* the laſt place, the reſtoration of credit ar home, 
* which had furniſhed the means of putting the pub- 
lic debts in a method of being gradually reduced 
but if that ſecurity was removed, it would imme- 
* diately affect public credit, and thereby the op- 
* portunity would be loſt, of eaſing the nation of 
that immenſe load of debts it labours under. That 


he did not deny what a noble Peer had advanced, 


that before the laſt additional forces were raiſed, 
there had been a camp of three or four thouſand 
men jn Hyde- Park; but that theſe were troops ne- 
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« neceſſary for the King's guard, and the defence of 
© the city of London, and therefore could not be 
« ſpared to march either againſt an enemy that ſhould 
« invade us; or to ſuppreſs any ſudden inſurrection 


at home, without expoſing his Majeſty's perſon, 
the royal family, and the capital of the kingdom. 


The preſent happy ſituation of affairs in Europ: 


«* ſeemed, indeed, to promiſe a laſting peace: But 


that human things are ſubject to ſo unexpected vi. 
ciſſitudes, that the greateſt calms are often diſturb. 
ed on a ſudden by violent ſtorms. That in caſe 
of a rupture, it would be an eaſy. matter for an 
© enemy to throw in a body of troops upon us, in or- 
der to raiſe a newrebellion in favour of the Preten- 
© (ler, whoſe friends and adherents, it is to be fear: 


dae, are ſtill but too numerous, and tho? quiet at 


* preſent, by reaſon of their late diſappointments, 
© yet are ever ready to throw off the maſk, aſſoon 


das they ſhall ſee themſelves ſupported by a foreign 


Prince. That whatever force we may be ſuppoſed 
© to have at ſea, it is hardly poſlible to prevent i 
* ſudden invaſion of which his Lordſhip gave three 


© inſtances, ill freſh in our memories: Firft, Tho 


King James II. had a numerous fleet, at the mouth 


of the Thames, yet the Prince of Orange, (after. 


© wards King William of glorious memory,) paſſed 
by undiſturbed, and then landed his army at Tor- 
© bay. 24dly, when, in the year 1708. Lewis XIV, 


© undertook to ſet the Pretender on the Britiſo throne, 


his fleet, notwithſtanding all the efforts we could 
make, carried their main deſign, which was to reach 
* Scotland, where they might have landed, and al 
* our fleet could do, was only to take a ſtraggling 


* ſhip., And 3dly, When Cardinal Alberoni, in the 


* year 1719, formed the project of an invaſion upon 


* Great-Britain, he landed ſome of his men without 


* oppoſition in Scotland; and had it not been for the 
* contrary winds that detained his main fleet on the 


* coalts of Spain, he would, in all probability, have 


landed 
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© landed a much greater force in England. His 
+ Lordſhip own'd, that the additional troops were 
not, indeed, ſufficient to oppoſe any conſiderable 
force that ſhould be ſent againſt us by a powerful 
« neighbour; but that, however, they were ſuffici- 
« ent to defeat any unavowed attempt, and to make 
« a ſtand, againſt any ſudden invaſion or inſurrecti- 
on, and thereby give time for reinforcing the ar- 
* my. He urged, that as the continuing theſe addi- 
tional troops would ſhew the confidence the nation 
* repoſed in his Majeſty, and the good opinion the 
people had of the preſent government, ſo the diſ- 
* banding of them would have the contrary effect; 
and therefore, ſince our tranquillity, ſecurity, and 
« happineſs depended, in a great meaſure, upon 
them, he was for keeping them up. 


The Earl of Strafford anſwer'd the Lord Carteret, The Far of 


and in ſubſtance, ſaid, They were obliged to that 
noble Peer for delivering his meaning ſo plainly 
and ſo fully, that it was impoſſible to miſtake it. 
+ That, according to him, the preſent number of 
forces was eſſential to our Security, and therefore 
might be ſaid to be efſential to our Conſtitution : 
Hereupon the Lord Carteret having explain'd him- 
ſelf, and ſaid, That in our preſent circumſtances, 
he thought the number 18000 men abſolutely ne- 
* ceſſary : My Lord Straſford reſuming his argu- 
ment, ſaid, That he being abſolutely neceſſary, 
vas much the ſame with being eſſential: That ſince 
the forces now on foot were made the cauſe of our 
* tranquillity, and it was inferred from that poſition, 
that they were ahſolutely neceſſary, to ſecure the 
| preſent tranquillity, it is plain they are thereby 
* made an eſſential part of our conſtitution. For as 


| © it was owned, by the other, ſide, that we had 
nothing to fear at preſent, either at home or from 
* abroad, his Lordſhip could not foreſee that at any 


time hereafter, any argument could be urged for 
G 2 


reducing 


Strafford's 
ſpeech, 
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reducing the preſent number of forces; but it was 
rather to be apprehended, that plauſible pretences 
might be found for increaſing their number, upon 
the leaſt appearance of real or feigned danger. 
He urged, that in caſe either of an inſurrection at 
home, or an invaſion from abroad, the army might 
eaſily be augmented, as was done in 1715, with 
wonderful expedition and ſucceſs: And that to the 

+ praiſe of a miniſter, who is now with his fathers, 
(meaning the late Earl of Sunderland) it muſt be 
owned, that aſſoon as the occaſion, for which thoſe 
additional troops were raiſed, was over, he cauſed 
them to be diſbanded. That in that rebellion the 
militia perform*d notable ſervice, even in a county 
which was thought to be generally diſaffected. And 
upon the whole matter, that by diſbanding the ad- 
ditional troops that occaſioned this debate, and 
thereby eaſing the nation of part of the heayy 
burden it labours under, the King would gain the 
hearts and affections of all his people, which would 
be a greater ſecurity to the government at home, 
and procure his Majeſty more regard abroad, than 

the inconſiderable reinforcement of 4000 men, the 
continuing of which would be a ſhrewd indication 
of the unſettledneſs of the government, and, at 
leaſt, of a jealouſy of the people's diſſaffection. 


on WE. OR. I. To oo voy Wy ay ad WP Way mm qc a a ea ae a a 2 


The Puke The Duke of Argyle replied to the Earl of Straf- 
— ford, and among other things, faid, That this 
debate having taken up much of their Lordſhips 

time, he would contract within a narrow compaſs 
what he had to ſay upon this ſubject. That the 
chief argument to ſupport the motion for diſband- 
ing the additional troops, was the danger of a ftand- 
ing army to a free government. That he did allow 
there was indeed, ſome danger, but not ſo great as 
to over-balance the good, which this ſmall number 
of troops may do, in the preſent fituation — af- 
| + fairs. 


_ @ -N a 6-9-4 


EW A N •ů l é a WW Re EE Bo RE = TS BY © an oc -* AS t oo: SY ET Ld wet è̃œ HE: ]²— 6 


| + ſettlemeat, an 


Azad DEBATES. 


fairs. That there is a vaſt difference between an 
* army eſtabliſhed in perpetuity, aud a temporary 
army. That if the preſent number of ſtanding 
troops were voted to be perpetual, there might, 
indeed, be great danger to our happy conftitution 
© but as they are only continued from year to year 
by the Parliament, there's little or nothing to be 
* apprehended. That it is not many years ſince we 
© have ſeen an Engliſh army refuſe to concur in the 
© overthrow of the fundamental laws of their coun- 


try, and it is to be hoped they never will. That, 
{ © however, it requires ſome time to model an army, 


* and to gain the officers : And if, in that interval, 
it ſhould be percieved that ſiniſter deſigns were 
carrying on againſt liberty and property, by means 
© of the army, the Parliament may, in ſuch a caſe 
apply a ſpeedy remedy by reducing it; and then 
© he would be the firſt man that ſhould give his vote 
for it. That the expence of maintaining the ad- 
* ditional forces, which was urged as a reaſon for 
reducing them, was inconſiderable, and much leſs 
* than the charge would be, in caſe of necefliry, of 
* ſending for troops either from Holland or Ireland. 
* That foreign auxiliarics are always, not only more 
* expenſive, but likewiſe more dangerous or grie- 
* yous to the people, becauſe they cannot be kept in 
* ſo ſtrict diſcipline, as in their country. That the 


© diſbanding ſo great a number of troops after the 


peace of Utrecht, and the not having a ſufficient 
force to ſecure the government, upon his Majeſty's 
happy acceſſion, had been che principal cauſe of 
* the rebellion in the year 1715, the friends of the 
Pretender having been thereby encouraged to ſhew 
* themſelves. Thar if he ſaw the nation unanimous 
in opinion, that our Laws, liberties, properties, and 
holy religion, igtirely depend on the preſent happy 
4 on the proteſtant ſucceſſion in his 

Majeſty's royal family, he would readily give his 
vote for reducing the army: But he was very much 
G 3 afraid, 
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_ © afraid, ſome people ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on the 
; diſbanding of the additional troops, with no other 
« deſign than to weaken the government, and there. 
© by have an opportunity of involving their native 
country in new troubles: And therefore thoſe noble 
Lords who had ſpoke for the reduction of the 
* army, would do well, when they went down into 
© their ſeveral countries to aſſure the people, with 
8 whom, no doubt their reaſons would not fail hay. 
ing great weight, that their liberties and proper- 
© ties were intirely fafe, under his Majeſty's auſpi- 
* cious government. 

The Earl of Strafford, who thought himſelf glan- 
ced at, hereupon declared, That he utterly ab. 
* horred and deteſted the very thought of a civil 
* war, which let it end which way it will, 1s always 


fatal to one's country in general, and to all de 

vate perſons. After this the queſtion was called n 

put, and carried in the affirmative. 5 

| The ſame day, ſeveral Lords entered the follow- tl 

ing proteſt, Ir 

Ir 

Die Lune: 16 Martii 1723. P 

Hodie tertia vice lecta eft Billa, intitled, an act for p 
puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better 

payment of the army and their quarters. 

The queſtion was put whether this bill ſhall 5 

It was reſolved i in the affirmative. t 

Content 77. e 

Not Content 22. » | 

Diſſentient. | I 

I. D Ecauſe the keeping on foot a greater army, 

in time of peace, tho* by conſent of Parlia- WW * 


ment, than is abſolutely neceſſary for the apts 


vil 
ays 
ori- 


W- 
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his Majeſty's perſon and government, is, we think, 
very dangerous to our happy conſtitution, and we 
cannot but apprehend, the number of men allowed 
by this bill, to be much greater than is neceſſary 
for that end. 


IT. Becauſe the conſpiracy mentioned in his Ma- 


| jeſty's ſpeech, at the opening the laſt ſeſſion of Par- 


liament, which was the occaſion of an addition of 
about 4000 men, 1s now at end, and therefore the 
cauſe of raiſing that additional number being per- 
fectly removed, there does not appear to us the leaſt 
colour of reaſon for continuing that number.. 


III. Becauſe as we conceive the continuing too 

eat a number of men this year, will be a prece- 
— of too great weight for continuing the ſame 
number of troops in perpetuity, for we cannot, 
with any probability, foreſee or expect that in any 
future time, there will be leſs reaſon to be given, 
than at yore, for juſtifying the neceſſity of keep- 
ing up ſo great an army. There being at this time, 
in our opinion, as little danger to our preſent hap- 
py eſtabliſhment to be feared, either from inſur- 
rections at home, or by any diſturbance or invaſions 
from abroad, as the nature and inſtability of human 
affairs will well allow of. : 


IV. Andwe cannot think the fears of remote or 
imaginary dangers, a ſufficient argument for ſo great 
a preſent milchief as ſuch an army muſt bring upon 
the kingdom, not only from the great, charge and 
expence,of maintaining them, when we are involyed 
in ſo great a debt, but alſo from the jcalouſies which 
may from thence ariſe in the minds of many of his 


| Majeſty's good ſubjects, of their liberties being there- 


by in danger; and we cannot but be apprehenſive 
that if ſo numerous an army be agreed to in Parlia- 
ment-for ſome time longer, no argument can here- 

ye G 4 after 


88 


The King's 
ſprech to 
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after be urged for reducing the number in any fy. 
ture reign, but what will ſeem: to carry with it too 
great a diſtruſt of the Prince then in poſſeſſion of 
the throne, and will be thought to imply, that the 
ſame truſt and confidence is not to be repoſed in him 
as in his predeceſſors: And this may diſcourage 
ſome perſons hereafter from giving their advice to 
the crow upon this moſt important ſubject, with 
that perfect freedom, which ought ever to maintain 


and exert itſelf in the debates and reſolutions of 
this great council. 


V. Ebor. Gower, Boyle (E. of Or- 


F. Ceſtrienſis. Compton. rer.) 
Scarſdale. North and Grey. Weſton. 

Trevor. Montjoy. Uxbridge. 
Foley. Wharton. Aylesford. 
Briſtol. Guilford. Bingley. 


Litchfield. Bathurſt. 


April 24. About two of the clock in the after- 
noon, the King came to the houſe of Peers, and be- 
ing in his royal robes ſeated on the Throne, with 
the uſual ſolemnity, Sir William Sanderfon, Gentle- 
man-Uſher of the zlack-rod, was ſent with a meſ- 
ſage from his Majeſty to the houſe of Commons, 
commanding their attendance in the houſe of Peers; 
the Commons being come thither accordingly, his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to 11 
public, and 14 private bills. 


After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to \make 


the following molt gracious ſpeech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IHE unanimity, chearfulneſs, and diſpatch 
with which you have now finiſhed every 

thing I recommended to you at the opening this 

ſeſſion, are freſh inſtances of your affection to my 


« perſon 
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perſon and government, and cannot fail of contri- 
« buting, with the bleſſing of God on our endeavours, 
towards the eſtabliſhment of that happy tranquil- 
« lity we now enjoy both at home and abroad. 

© Your continuing the like national force by ſea 
and land this year, as was judged neceſſary by 
Parliament for the ſervice of the laſt, gives me 
great ſatisfaction : You have hereby wifely pro- 
« vided againſt the miſchiefs from any ſudden 
* ſhocks to public credit z you have provided for 


© the ſafety of the kingdom, and have enabled this 


nation to hold among the powers of Europe, the 
rank and figure due to her honour and dignity. 
Nothing could have been more acceptable to me, 
* than your having been able to make that provi- 
ſion without laying any new or additional bur- 
* thens on my people. | 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

© I return you my thanks for the care and pains 
you have taken towards augmenting the ſinking 
fund, and „ e, the public revenues by put- 
ting them under a ſtricter management. I make 
no doubt but that the happy beginning you have 
made will be attended with ſuch immediate good 
conſequences, as will encourage you to purſue the 
way you have now opened for a gradual reduction 
of the debt, and for putting the trade and navi- 
gation of Great Britain on ſuch a foot, as may 
not only in ſofne meaſure diſcourage the unjuſti- 
fiable' encroachments they labour under from 
lome of our neighbours, but, at the ſame time, 
extend her exportations beyond what has been 
* known in former ages. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
* As the early receſs, which your diligence and 
* unan'mity has proured you, affords you the op- 
* Portunity of a longer retirement into the country, 
than 


© liament; and that you will make it your buſineſ 


Parliament 


of Great- 


Britain 
meets. 


© with you thither, the ſame zeal for the public 
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than the buſineſs of former ſeſſions has uſually al. 
« lowed of; I aſſure myſelf, that you will carry 


0 2 with which you have been animated in Par. 


to diſcountenance any remains there may be yet 
left of ſedition or diſaffection, and to promote that 
perfect harmony and confidence between me and 
my people, which I muſt earneſtly deſire, and on 
* which our mutual happineſs intirely depends.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor by his Majeſty's 
command, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


; is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that this 
preſent Parliament be prorogued to Thurſday 1h: 
4th day of June next, to be then here held; and this 


Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thurſday the 
4th day of June next. 


The third ſeſſion of the ſecond ſepten nial Par- 


hament. 


ON Thurſday the 12th day of November, the King 
being come to the houſe of Peers, with the uſual ſtate 
and ſolemnity, and the Commons ſent for up, and 


attending, the Lord Chancellor by his Majeſty's 


command, read his Majcſty*s ſpeech to both houſes, 
as follows, . 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


l 11 perſuaded you ſhare with me in the ſatiſ- 
1 faction I feel at the proſperous ſituation of at- 
fairs. Peace with all powers abroad; at home per- 


fect tranquillity, plenty, and an uninterrupted en- 


joyment of all civil and religious rights, are moſt 
« diftin- 
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« diſtinguiſhing marks of the favour and protection 


« of divine providence. And theſe, with all their 


happy conſequences, will, I doubt not, by the 
« bleſſing of God upon our joint endeavours, be 
© long continued to my people. 1 
The ſame proviſion by ſea and land, for the 
defence and ſafety of the nation, will continue to 
make us reſpected abroad, and conſequently ſe- 
eure at home. The ſame attention to the im- 
provement of the public revenues, and to the eaſe 
« and encouragement of trade and navigation, will 
eſtabliſn credit upon the ſtrongeſt baſis, and raiſe 


| ſuch a ſpirit of induſtry, as will not only enable 


© us gradually to diſcharge the national debt; but 
© will likewiſe greatly increaſe the wealth, power, 
and influence of this kingdom. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 


© I have ordered the proper officers to prepare and 


© lay before you eſtimates of the expences for the 
© ſervice of the enſuing year: And, as they do not 
© exceed what has been found by experience to be 
© abſolutely neceſſary for the ſecurity of the king- 
dom, I make no queſtion but I ſhall have your 
© ready concurrence in raiſing the ſupplies, in ſuch 
© manner as ſhall be moſt eaſy to my people. 
There is one thing that I cannot but mention 
* to you, as deſerving your particular conſideration, 
© It is too manifeſt, that the funds, eſtabliſhed for 
* the finiſhing the works at Greenwich Hoſpital, 
*and providing for a competent number of ſea- 
men there, cannot in time of peace be ſufficient 
* to anſwer the expences of this great and neceſſary 
work. It is therefore very much to be wiſhed, 
© that ſome method could be found out to make a 


* farther proviſion for a comfortable ſupport to 


our ſeamen, worn out in the ſervice of their 
* country, and labouring under old age and infir- 
© mities. | 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 6 ( 

© You muſt all be ſenſible how much our * « | 

© happineſs is owing to your union and ſteady con- Net 

% duct. It is therefore wholly unneceſſary to re.. 
commend to you unanimity and diſpatch in all Net 
your deliberations. The zeal and abilities you ern 
have on all occaſions ſhewn in ſupporting the in- N t 

* tereſt of your country, even under the greateſt f 

« difficulties, leave me no room to doubt of my iſ « \ 

; © having your intire and effectual concurrence in N t 
every thing, that can tend to the ſervice of the f 
public, and to the good of my people.% f 

« li 


As ſoon as the King was withdrawn, from the 
houſe of Peers, the Lordſhips immediately agreed 1 
upon an addreſs to his Majeſty, which they pre- low 
ſented in a body, the next day, as follows : 


| Maſt gracious Sovereign, | 
— 7 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ] 
King, ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal Mjyr- 


c 
cin Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your On 
© Majeſty our moſt humble and hearty thanks, fot ; 
* your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the inc 
Throne. Peace with all powers abroad, perfect eig 
© tranquillity and plenty at home, and an uninter 
rupted enjoyment of all our rights and liberties, 
are ſuch ineſtimable bleflings to us, as leave us noi 
* room to wiſh for any thing more to compleat ou 
* happineſs, but for your Majeſty's long life and 
* happy reign over a molt faithful and obedienWani 
* people. We think ourſelves in duty bound to 
acknowledge this proſperous ſituation of affair 
© to be wholly owing to the bleſſing of God or 
the wiſe meaſures your Majeſty has purſued to 
c 


the true intereſt of this kingdom. 
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© Your Majeſty's tender and compaſſionate con- 
« cern and care for the ſeamen, who have, by their 
ent I © bravery, eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
on- © the ſervice of their country, in all parts of the 
re- world, cannot but encourage all your ſubjects to 
| all the ſtricteſt performance of their duty; and we 
you © © moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty to believe, 
in- that we ſhall at all times exert — 0 the 
teſt WW © ſame zeal which has hitherto animated your 
my iſ * Myeſty's ſervice, for the defence and ſafety of 
e in the nation, and that our chearful concurrence 
the , ſhall never be wanting, whenever it lies in our 
wer, to advance the true intereſt of the pub- 

fe, and promote your Majeſty's glory. 


the 
reed i His Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer was at fol- 
pre-: lows, 


My Lords, 


You may depend on my ſteady purſuit of ſuch mea- 
ures only, as, by the bleſſmg of God upon my endea- 


all my people; and that I ſhall at all times eſteem the 
increaſe of their happineſs, as the greateſt glory of my 


eign. 


The Commons being, (the day before) returned 
to their houſe, and Mr. Speaker having reported his 


t out Majeſty's Speech, Mr. Thompſon moved for an ad- 

and dreſs ww thanks and congratulation, which being un- 

dicnWnimouſly reſolved, a Committee was 1 to 

1d raw it up. The next day (Nov. 13th) Tbomp- 
2 reported the ſaid addreſs, which was agreed to, 

xd ohemine contradicente, and on Saturday, the 14th, 


d foffpreſented to his Majeſty by the whole houſe as fol- 
OWS ; 


You Meſt 


vours, will moſt effettually ſecure the true intereſt of 


93 


12. you for this very a and dutiful 4 The King 
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Meoft gracious Sovereign, 


Y UR Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub. 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par. 
liament aſſembled, return your Majeſty the thanks 
of this houſe for your Majeſty's moſt gracious 
ſpeech from the Throne; and as your Majeſty' 
fatherly tenderneſs for your people, and the un- 
ſpeakable comforts of an eaſy government, de. 
mand the ſincereſt tribute of duty; your Majeſty; 
faithful Commons do now offer to your Majeſty 
the moſt unfeigned aſſurances of gratitude and 
loyalty, with that becoming zeal and affection 
that is particularly requiſite at this time, 

We beg leave to congratulate with your Majeſty 
on the proſperous ſituation of affairs at home and 
abroad; a ſubject not only of content but of joy: 
And we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves, and in- 
ſenſible of our own proſperity, if we did not 
feel the ſame ſatisfaction in reaping the fruits of 
your Majeſty's great wiſdom, that your Majeſty 
hath in imploying it to direct and guide us to 


our own happineſs. | 


Peace with all powers abroad, plenty and tran- 


' quillity at home, with a full and quiet enjoyment 


of every thing that 1s dear and valuable to us, 


are 1 marks of your Majeſty*s government; 
wh 


h that they may be for ever remembered, 


this houſe will uſe their utmoſt endeavours, by 
the divine affiſtance, to tranſmit the happy con- 
ſequences of theſe bleſſings to the lateſt poſte. 


rity, as monuments to futurity of the glories of 


your Majeſty's reign. | 


To ſupport the intereſt and credit of our coun- 


« 
6 
0 
5 
« 


try is to pay the moſt acceptable obedience to your 


Majeſty, and therefore this houſe will proceed with 
all chearfulneſs and diſpatch, in raiſing ſuch ſup- 
plies as ſhall be neceſſary for the honour and ſate- 
ty of the nation: We will labour to diſcharge 

gradually 


— 
7 
f 


bs 
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« gradually the national debt, by the improvement 
« of the public revenues; to increaſe our wealth, 


b. © by the advancement of our trade; and to eſta- 
ar. W © bliſh our ſtrength, by the encouragement of our 
navigation; and are ready heartily to aſſiſt your 
x; © Majeſty in every thing that ſhall tend to the ſe- 


« curity and grandeur of your Majeſty and your 
un- 1 kingdoms.” | 


70 To this addreſs his Majeſty returned the moſt 
{ty I gracious anſwer following, viz. 


und 
10n "IRONY 

Return you my hearty thanks for your loyal addreſs; The King's 
{ty I never made any doubt, but that whenever the bo- e. 


and nur and intereſt of the kingdom called upon you, I 
oy: Huld meet with the ſame return of duty and fidelity, 
in- and the ſame affettion and zeal for my, ſervice, as I 
not | have hitherto experienced on all occaſions. 


eſty On Monday the 2 3d of November ſeveral petitions 
to about controverted elections, were read and referred 

do the Committee; after which, in a Committee of 
-1n. the whole houſe, the Commons conſidered farther of 
\ent the ſupply. The ſeveral eſtimates of the charge of 
us, guards, garriſons, and land-forces, of the forces in 
ent; ¶ the Plantations, Minorca, and Gibraltar, of thebut- 
red, I penſioners of Chelſaa hoſpital, for the year 1723, and 
by of extraordinary expences not provided for by Par- 
-on- liament, having been referred to the ſaid Committee, 
)ſte. Wl the honourable Mr. Pelham, Secretary at war, open- 
s of ¶ ed the matter, ſpoke on thoſe ſeveral heads, ſhewed 


the neceſſity of keeping y the ſame number of 
o 


dun- guards, garriſons, and land- forces, and in concluſion, 
your iſ moved for making the ſame proviſion for them, for 
with the year 1925, as was made for this year. This mo- 
ſup- ¶ tion was immediately ſeconded by ſeveral members, 
ſate- ¶ but was oppoſed by Mr. Plummer and others, which 
arge ¶ occaſioned a warm debate that laſted till about four 
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of the clock in the afternoon; and in which thoſe 


that ſpoke for and againſt the motion * fol. ap, 
lows, viz. 15 ww 
= Por the motion. Againſt the motion. i - 
The Hon. Mr. Pelham. | Mr, Plummer. os 
Mr. Treby. Mr. Freeman. «ſt 
Sir Edmund Bacon. Sir William Barker. 5 
Major General Wade. The Rt. Hon. Lord gsf 
Mr. Tonge. Morpeth. An 
Sir Foſeph Fekyll. | and 
Mr. Cornwall. * 
Mr. Hungerford, litt 

| Mr. Shippen ö 
— 5 8 ture 
© al 


Debate = We will not pretend to give our readers all the 
bout the particulars of this debate, but only a few material 
paſſages. In the firſt place it muſt be obſerved, tha 
the gentlemen who oppoſed Mr. Pelbam's motion, 
were not all of the ſame opinion, as to the number 
of troops, ſome being for reducing the army to ſe- 
ven or eight thouſand men, as was done after the 
concluſion of the treaties of Ryſwicł and Utrecht, and 
others inſiſting only on the diſbanding of the four 
thouſand men raiſed upon the account of the late 
Kc. S. Conſpiracy. A gentleman, to ſhew the danger of a 
fanfling army in a free country, brought in two in- 
ſtances: One of an inſult given by dragoons encamp- 
ed in the weſt, to ſome country · men that were merry. 
making; the other of an officer quartered at GC oceſter, . 
who upon a rejoycing day, would not permit the city N. 
drums to beat, pretending that none but the King's 
drums had a right to beat in the garriſon. To the 
frſt of theſe complaints it was anſwered, That by 
ſeveral affidavits taken before the magiſtrates in the 
neighbourhood, it appeared, That a rude mobb of. 
diſcontented people had given the firſt inſult and We | 
provocation to the King's troops, by calling them Wc | 
Roung-heads, and other abuſive names, and ſinging . 
| ol 


fe 
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or playing the tune of, The King ſhall enjoy bis own 
again, &c. To the other it was ſaid, That the of- 
ficer who was guilty of that piece of indiſcretion, was 
ſo far from being countenanced, that, on the contra- 
ry, upon the firſt notice given of it to the ſecretary 
at war, he was ordered to be diſmiſſed from his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, which puniſhment he would have un- 
dergone, had not the magiſtrates of Gloceſter been ſa- 
tified with his ſubmiſſion, and interceded for him. 
An eminent Lawyer, famous withal for his jocoſe 
and witty turns, Wein endeavoured to ſhew the 
danger of regular troops to a free nation, and what 
little occaſion there was for them at this happy junc- 
ture, concluded, He could not imagine what uſe 
* an army could be put to, unleſs it were to extin- 
© ouiſh the flame that had been kindled in Ireland 
by the new braſs half-pence ; and to force that peo- 
ple to ſwallow them, Sc.“ But the moſt mate- 
rial objections, were urged by Mr. Sbippen, who ha- 
vingſhewn, © that the neighbouring nations whohad 
© loft their liberties, were all inſlaved by regular 
troops, added, he could not fee what occaſion 
© there might be for an army, in the preſent ſitua- 
© tion of affairs, when they were aſſured by his Ma- 
jeſty from the throne, they were in peace with all 
powers abroad, and in perfect tranquillity at home : 


That no circumſtance of time could poſſibly be ex- 


pected or imagined more proper than the preſent, 
to diſtand part of the army, and therefore, in- 
ſtead of leaving to poſterity a dangerous precedent, 
by keeping up ſo great a number of troops, which 
ein che hands of a prince and miniſters leſs wiſe, and 
* more ambitious than they who govern at preſent, 
might be fatal to our excellent conſtitution, they 
* ought rãther in prudence to imitate the conduct of 
* former parliaments, whoafter the concluſion of the 
* treaties of peace at Ryſtwict, and Utrecht, reduced 
the army to ſeven or eight thouſand men: Adding, 
that notwithſtanding this laſt reduction, and the 

Vor. IX. H great 
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great party which was ſuppoſed to be in the na- 


tion for the Pretender, his Majeſty King George, 2 
came peaceably to the throne.* Mr, Yonge retort- an 
ed theſe arguments with great vivacity and addreſs, Gi 


He ſaid, among other things, He was obliged to 
the Gentleman that ſpoke on the other ſide, for MW ſio 
« furniſhing him with reaſons for keeping up the 65 
« preſent number of troops: That the proſperous f. f 
tuation of affairs, the peace with all powers abroad, 34 
and the perfect tranquillity at home, being, in a great 
© meaſure, owing to the good poſture we were in, 
both by ſea and land, which made us reſpected a. 
* broad, and ſecure at home, it were imprudence not R; 
to continue thoſe forces onthe ſame foot. That the 4 
Parliament had indeed, obliged King William, of 
* glorious memory, to reduce his army to ſeven MW At 
* thouſand men. But what was the conſequence of fra 
it? Whytruly, the French King was thereby encou- ine 
« raged to acknowledge and proclaim the Preten- T. 
« der, as King of England, and to ſeize on the mo- we 
* narchy of Spain, which was the occaſion of a long, 
bloody, and expenſive war. That as to the re- 
* duction of the army after the peace of Utrecht, it 
vas well known, that it was principally owing to 
* thoſe who were for having an army of another 
* ſtamp. That this reduction would have proved 
fatal to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, had ſome people 
had time to ripen their deſigns. That at leaſt it en. 
* couraged a great rebellion ſoon after his Majeſty's 
happy, and almoſt miraculous acceſſion to the 
* crown: And as the ſpirit and diſcontents which rai- 
ſed that rebellion were not yet wholly extinguiſh- 
ed and ſubdued, they would ſoon ſee inſurrections 
at home, and the peace of Europe diſturbed abroad, 
if they parted with the army.“ This ſpeech 
was gene applauded by the majority of the aſ- 
ſembly, — the queſtion being put upon Mr. Pe 

ham*s motion, it was carried in the affirmative by WW iz 
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and garriſons in Great-Britain, and for Ferſey and 
Guernſey, for one? wat 1725. be (including 1815 in- 
valids) 18264 men; commiſſion and non-commiſ- 
ſion officers included. 2dly, That the ſum of 


8 6544881. 175. 8 d. be granted for the charge of the 


ſaid 18264 effective Men, for the year 1725.' 
2dly,. That the ſum of 152637 J. 165. 5 d. be 
granted for maintaining his Majeſty's forces and 
garriſons in the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, 
and for proviſions for the garriſons of Annapolis 
Royal, Placentia and Gibraltar, for the year 1725, 
4thly, The ſum of 12000. upon account for out- 
penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, for the year 1725, 
And, 5thly,The ſum of 568417. 85. 64. for the de- 
fraying ſeveral extraordinary expences and ſervices, 
incurred, and not provided for by the Parliament. 


Theſe reſolutions being, the next day, reported, xe. 24th, 


were agreed to by the houſe. 


February 9th. Mr. Controller acquainted the 
houſe, that 4 

this houſe ſigned by his Majeſty ; and farther ac- 
quainted the houſe, that he was commanded by his 
Majeſty to lay before this houſe copies of ſeveral re- 
ports, and other papers relating to the maſters in 


Chancery, and he delivered his Majeſty's meſſage to 


Mr. Speaker, and delivered the ſaid copies and other 
reports in at the table. His Majeſty's meſſage was 
read by Mr. Speaker, and is as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


I Majeſty having reaſon to apprehend, that the "The 


e had a meſſage from his Majeſty to 


99 
206 voices againſt 69 ; and reſolved, 1/, That the Farther re- 
number of effective men to be provided for guards the upp 


ly. 


ſuitors of the court of Chancery were in danger — 


| of leſing a tonfiderable ſum of money from the inſuſſi — 


ciency of ſome of the maſters, rg os himſelf obliged the — 


in Juſtice and Compaſſion 10 the ſaid ſuitors, to take mon. 


the moſt ſpeedy and proper method, the law would allow, 
| H 2 for 
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for inquiring into the ſtate of the maſters accounts, 


and ſecuring their effetts for the benefit of the ſuitors : 
And his Majeſty having had ſeveral reports laid be- 
fore him in purſuance of the directions be had given, 
has ordered the ſaid reports to be communicated 10 
this houſe, that this houſe may have as full and as per- 
feft a view of this important affair, as the ſhortneſs 
of the time, and the circumſtances and nature of the 
proceedings would admit of. | 


And the ſaid reports, together with ſome of the 


papers referred to in them, were read and ordered 


to be taken into farther conſideration upon the Fri- 
day morning next following. : 


Fehruary 12th. The houſe took into conſideration 
the ſeveral Reports and papers referred to in his Ma- 
1eſty's moſt gracious meſſage to this houſe, the gth 
inſtant; after the reading part of the ſaid papers, Sir 
George Oxendon, Bart. member for the port of Sand- 
wich,roſe up, and among other things, ſaid, * That it 
© manifeſtly appeared, by theſe reports, which after 
© the ſtricteſt inquiry, and upon the matureſt delibe- 
ration had been drawn up by perſons of the great- 
© eſt weight and authority, for their abilities, expe- 
© rience, high ſtations, and integrity, That enor- 
* mous abuſes, had crept into the high court of Chan- 
© cery, chiefly occaſioned by the magiſtrate, who 
* wasat the head of that court, and whoſe duty con- 
« ſequently, it was, to prevent the ſame. That the 
* crimes and miſdemeanors of the late Lord Chan- 
* cellor were many, and of various natures, but 
might be reduced to theſe three heads: I,, That 
© he had taken into his own hands the eſtates and ef- 
* fects of many widows, orphans, and lunatics, and 
either had diſpoſed of part of them arbitrarily to his 
© own profit, or connived at the officers under him 


making advantage of the ſame. 24ly, That he had 


© raiſed toan exorbitant price the offices and places of 


tte maſters of Chancery, and in ordef to enable 


© them 


” , mn a 1 a 2 _ 1 6 = - 


Ka „ „„ „„ a 6 An my oo, © (iO Hu = *% fond 


A. 172 5. DEBATES. 


« them to pay to him thoſe high prices, and gratuities 
for theiradmiſſion, had truſted in their hands large 
ſums of money belonging to ſuitors in Chancery. 
« 2dly, That, in ſeveral caſes, he had made divers 
« irregular orders. So that in his opinion, that firſt 
© magiſtrate in the kingdom, was fallen from the 
© height of the dignity and honours to which he had 
been raiſed by the King's royal bounty and favour, 


'* tothe depth of infamy and diſgrace: And therefore 


© he moved that Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be im- 
* peached of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 


This motion was ſeconded by William Strickland, 
Eſq; and thirded by the honourable George Dodding- 
ton, one of the Lords of his Majeſty's treaſury, who 
failed not aggravating the miſdemeanors of the late 
Lord Chancellor, which, they ſaid, were of the 
greateſt and moſt dangerous conſequence, ſince moſt 
of the eſtates in England, once in thirty years, paſs 
thro? the court of Chancery. The Right Honourable 
William Pulteney, who ſtood up next, ſaid in ſub- 
ſtance, * That it was far from his thoughts to endea- 
* your to abate the juſt reſentment which the Gen- 
* tlemen who ſpoke laſt ſhewedagainſt the great abu- 
« ſes that had been committed in the court of Chance- 
: But that in his opinion they went a little too 
« faſt in ſo weighty and importantan affair, by which 
© means they might loſe the very end they aimed at, 
« viz. The effectual puniſhing the perſon by whoſe 


neglect, at leaſt, thoſe abuſes had been committed; 


That whatever deference they ought to pay, on 
© this occaſion, to the capacity, experience, integri · 
ty, and authority of the perſons who had drawn up 
the reports, that had been laid before them, yet it 
little became the dignity, and, was even derogato- 
ry to the prerogative of that houſe, which is the 
grand inqueſt of the nation, to found an impeach- 
ment upon thoſe reports, without a previous inqui- 
{ ry, and examination into the proofs that were to 


H 3 * ſupport 
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« ſupport it; and therefore, he was now of the ſame 
opinion he was of three days before, and moved, 
< that this affair might be referred to the conſide- 
ration of a ſele& committee.“ He was backed by 
ſeveral members, particularly by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, Bart. who among other arguments, urged, 
< That by proceeding by way of impeachment upon 
reports laid before them from above, the Com- 
* mons would make a dangerous precedent, and ſeem 
to give up the moſt valuable of their privileges, 
vi. the inqueſt after ſtate criminals.” Theſe rea- 
ſons had a great weight with ſeveral members, par- 
ticularly on Sir Wilfred Lawſon, and Sir Thomas Pen- 
gell, who ſupported Mr. Pultency's motion. Mr. 
Yonge, one of the Lords of the treaſury, and Sir Cle- 
ment Wearg, ſolicitor general, anſwered thoſe objec- 
tions, whereu 2 the previous queſtion was put, Whe- 
ther the queſtion be now put upon Sir George Oxen- 
den' Motion? Which after ſome farther debate was 
carried in the affirmative, by a majority of 273 voi- 
ces againſt 164. Then the main queſtion being put, 
it was reſolved, by the ſame majority, that Thomas 
Earl of Macclesfield be impeached of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors ; and ordered that Sir GeorgeOxenden 
do go up to theLords, and at their bar, in the name 
of the houſe of Commons, and of all the Commons 
The Earl of of Great-Britain, impeach Thomas Earl of Maccles- 
mige field of high crimes and miſdemeanors, and acquaiar 
of high them, that this houſe would, in due time, exhibit par- 
cinoan. ticular articles againſt him, and make good the ſame. 
ors. Then a committee was appointed to draw up arti- 
cles of impeachment againſt Thomas Earl of Mac- 
clesfield ; to which committee the ſeveral reports 
referred to in his Majeſty's meſſage, were referred. 
After this, upon a motion made by Mr. Weſt, and 
ſeconded by Mr, Thon pſon, a bill was ordered to be 
brought in, to indemnify the maſters of Chancery 
from the penalties of the act of the 51h and btb years 


of King Edward the fixth (againſt buying and ſelli ” 
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of offices) upon their diſcovering that confideration, 
price,or gratuity they paid,or agreed topay, for the pur- 
chaſe of, or for their admiſſion io their reſpective offices. 


The next day, Sir George Oxenden reported, That F. th. 
he had been with the Lords, and in the name of this 
houſe, and of all the Commons of Great-Britain, 
had impeached Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ut high 
crimes and miſdemeanors, and acquainted the Lords, 
That the Commons would, in due time, exhibit par- 
ticular articles againſt him, and make good the ſame. 
After this, Mr. Weſt pr. ſented to the houſe a bill for Bill to in. 
indemnifying the maſters ii Chancery from the Þ& ge in 
{ nalties of the act of the gch and 6th years of King c 
Edward the VIth. (againſt buying and ſelling of and ordered 
« offices) upon their diſcovering what conſideration, , ingol- 
price, or gratuity they paid or agreed to pay for 
the purchaſe of, or for their admiſſion to their re- 
ſpective offices.” Which bill was immediately read 
the firſt, and ſecond time, and, without going thro? 
a committee, ordered to be ingroſſed. 


On Monday the 15th the ſaid ingroſſed bill was Paſſed and 
read the 3d time, paſſed and ſent up to the Lords, — 
after which the Commons proceeded to the hearing 
of the counſel for the bill for the regulating elec- 
tions within the city of London, &c. 


This bill occafioned a great ferment among the Order af the 
citizens : For, on Monday the 22d of March, was council of 
held a court of Aldermen, and Commons of the t*city ot 


a-, 


city of London, in common council affembled ; bout the bill 


- ine : for regulating 
when the court came to the following reſolutions : Al. 


DZ. 


* This court being ſenfible of the great obli- 
© gations the city has to Francis Child, Eſq; one 
« of the Aldermen of this city, Richard Lockwood, 
* Eſqz and Fohn Barnard, Eſq; (three of their 
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repreſentatives in Parliament) for their great pains 
and application, and for their brave, ſtrenuous 
and very honourable behaviour, in relation to 
the bill lately depending in the honourable houſe 
of Commons, bearing the title of a bill for regu. 
lating elections within the city of London, and for 
preſerving the peace, good order, and government 
of the ſaid city; and to the end ſuch ſignal ſervice, 
may not paſs without an acknowledgment : It is 
ordered, that the thanks of this court, on behalf 
of themſelves and all their fellow citizens, be given 
to the ſaid three worthy gentlemen, for their en- 
deavours to defend the ancient rights, franchiſes, 
and liberties of this great corporation. And the 
committee this day appointed to prepare a peti. 
tion againſt the ſaid bill, and to oppoſe the ſame 
in the houſe of Lords, are deſired to attend the 
ſaid three gentlemen with the reſolution and or- 
der of this court, and to deliver them a copy 
thereof, which 1s to be ſigned by Mr. Town 
Clerk for that purpoſe.” | 
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And the committee conſiſting of four Aldermen 
and eight Commoners waited upon the ſaid three 
worthy members purſuant to the ſaid order. 


This affair having raiſed no ſmall ferment in the 
city, ſome evil diſpoſed perſons took that occaſion to 
foment and heighten the diſcontents; for which 

purpoſe they, and their emiſſaries, induſtriouſly hand- 
Intended tu- ed about and diſperſed, on Wedneſday the 24th 
— te. in the evening, and the next morning, a print- 
vented, ed ſummons inviting the citizens to aſſemble at 
: Guild-hall, on Thurſdoy the 25th, at five o'clock 
in the Afternoon, to conſider of the Bil now de- 
pending for regulating elections, &c. Hereupon the 
Lord Mayor, and his brethren the Aldermen, jultly p 
reſenting this audacious attempt upon theirauthority, |M # 
with great prudence, ordered the gates of GE] i, 
8 | ee ki 
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ing to be ſhut up, aſſoon as the buſineſs of the common 
ous MW council (which was then called) ſhould be finiſhed ; 
to And having acquainted the government with what 
Muſe had paſſed, the guards were thereupon doubled at 
g. St. James's palace, Leiceſter houſe, and Somerſet 
for houſe. By theſe wiſe precautions all things were 
rent kept quiet, and to give farther ſatisfaction to the 
ice; citizens, the following printed paper was diſper- 
tis ſed; viz. 


half | 

ven London, Thurſday, March 25, 1723. 

en- Hereas a printed ſummons was laſt night 

ſes, i © and this morning induſtriouſly handed a- . 
the bout, for a general meeting of the citizens at Guild- | 
ti. Hall, this afternoon, at five o'clock, to conſider | 


ume MW © of the bill relating to the city of London. This 
the WW © unheard of proceeding is juſtly ſuppoſed to be 
or- calculated to draw the citizens together, to pre- 
py I © clpitate them into ſome act, to countenance the 
wn MW late diſorders at elections, and the preſent unſet- 
tled ſtate of things in the city, for the remedy 
© whereof the ſaid bill does wiſely provide; and it 
nen is hoped that ſuch as are for the welfare of the 
ree city, and can be preſent at the hall at this hour's 
notice, will bear their teſtimony againſt ſuch dif- 

* orderly proceedings. 


wy —-— ate —Aõ — ˙• —— —0 128 — 


the 
to VN. B. The laſt Petition of a majority of the com- 
lich © mon council, was voted without ſo much as publicly 


nd- MW © reading the ſaid bill, as it paſſed in the houſe of 
4th © Commons, but as the ſaid bill is printed, it's hoped 
in- © ihe citixens of. London will read it, which will 
> at WM © /ufficiently guard them againſt the unjuſt miſrepre- 
ock MW © ſentations that are made againſt it by deſigning men.“ 


the According to the hint, or notice, given in this Ab 


{tly paper, there was publiſhed an abſtract of the ſaid — 2 
ity, MY vill, as follou s. 8 
ball | 4 { 
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F * E bill now depending in Parliament for 7. Th 
gulating elections within the city of London, ſk: 

and for preſerving the peace, good order, and govern. line 
ment of the ſaid city, ſeems to be ſo wiſely calculated Wuſton 
for effecting the good purpoſes expreſſed in the Neerſor 
title of it, that one would wonder it ſhould be op- 
poſed by any honeſt citizen of London, eſpecially 
conſidering the time and pains ſpent in it by the Nomn 
honourable houſe of Commons, and their great in. Nor or 
dulgence and patience in hearing and debating the 
objections made to the feveral parts of it. Surely 
it muſt be for want of knowing what the bill is, 
that ſome people join in the clamour raiſed by de. 
ſigning perſons againſt it. And ſince extraordina. 
ry endeavours have been uſed to get citizens, &. 
to ſign a petition againſt they know not what, 
(englice, the bill) it ſeems very ſeaſonable to pub. 
liſh the following abſtract, which for the eate of 
the reader, is diſtinguiſhed under theſe heads. 


I. The preamble. 

II. Ot clerks of the polls, and oaths of eleQors, 
III. Of proceedings on polls and ſcrutinies. 
IV. Of the right of voting for aldermen and com- 

mon council men. 
V. Of appeals upon grievances in aſſeſſments. 
VI. Of the diſqualifications of voters. 
VII. Of making acts and orders in common- 


council. . * me 
VIII. Of freemen's making their wills. be 
IX. Of the alterations in a freeman's oath. of 


X. Of the diſtribution and recovery of forteitures, en 
I. 0c 


| The bill recites, that many controverſies have I i 
' ariſen in the city at elections, and that many per- h 

ſons have preſumed to vote at ſuch elections who 
have no right. | c 


That 


'2 $, 
76. 
on, 


ON» 


res, 


ave 
er- 


ho 


hat 


That ſeveral wealthy perſons not free of the city 
ry on trade and employment therein, and de- 
line becoming free of the ſame, by reaſon of a 
uſtom reſtraining the freemen from diſpoſing their 
xerſonal eſtate by their laſt will. 

The bill farther recites, that great diſſentions 
have ariſen between aldermen and commons of the 
ommon- council, concerning the making of acts 
or ordinances in common- council. 


II. 


Now to the intent that ſuitable remedies may 
provided, the bill enacts. | 


| That after the firſt of June 1725, upon every 


election by the liverymen, and upon every election 
of aldermen and common-council men, the pre- 
ſiding officers, ſhall, if a poll be demanded, ap- 
point clerks who ſhall be ſworn truly and indiffe- 
rently to take the ſame. 

Every perſon before he polls at any election by 
the liverymen, ſhall ſwear, or being a Quaker, ſhall 
affirm, That be is a freeman of London, and a li- 
veryman of the company of —— and hath been ſo for 
the ſpace of 12 calendar months, and that the place 
of bis abode is at — in „ and that be bath 
not polled at that eleftion. 

At elections of aldermen and common- council 
men, every perſon before he polls ſhall ſwear, or 
being a Quaker, ſhall affirm, That he is a freeman 
of London, and a houſholder in the ward of ——, 
and hath not polled at the eleftion. | 

And if any perſon refuſe or neglect to take the 
oath, or affirmation, his vote ſhall be void. 

The bill farther enacts, that at all elections by the 
liverymen, or at the wardmotes, every perſon, before 
he is admitted to vote, ſhall, if required, take the 
oaths, or being a Quaker, affirm the effect of the 
oaths appointed to be taken 1 Georgii, and if any 

FE 2; perſon 


ö 
ö 
f 
| 
} 


108 


AY 


begin within ten days after the delivery of the copie 
of the poll, and ſhall be proceeded on daily (Sunday: 
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perſon refuſes or neglects ſo to do, his vote ſhall: 
IR Fra 

Power is given to the preſiding officers and ſwon 
clerks to adminiſter the above oaths; and any o 
them neglecting or refuſing ſo to do, or otheryif 
offending in the Premiſes, ſhall forfeit 60 /. 

If any perſon falſly or corruptly takes any of th 
faid oaths or affirmations, or if any perſon ſubom 
any other to do, and he accordingly does the ſam 
every ſuch offender ſhall ſuffer ſuch penalties x 
rſons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury 
ble to. 


lars 
he 1 
lt 
miſc 
The bill farther enacts, that if a poll is demanded ¶peſic 
it ſhall begin the ſame day, or the next day after, 
and ſhall be daily proceeded on (Sundays excepted 
till finiſhed. 
And the poll by the liverymen is to be finiſpei P 
within ſeven days, and at the wardmotes withinMelec 
three days: And the poll-books upon each dy bill 
adjournment to be ſealed up in the preſence, aui on!) 
with the ſeals of the candidates, or perſons deputedMher: 
by them, deſiring the fame ; and ſhall not be open N quit 
ed but at the time and place of adjournment. I 
In two days after the finiſhing of the poll, the val 
books ſhall be publicly opened and caſt up, anlMthe 
two days after that, the numbers ſhall be declared. Wrog 
If a ſcrutiny be demanded, it ſhall be granted, moi 
and the candidates ſhall name ſcrutineers, not e. | 
ceeding fix on each ſide, to whom the preſiding of ſpa 
ficen ſhall within ſix days after, deliver at the re. MW, 
queſt and coſt of the candidates or ſcrutineers, tru aid. 
N of the poll, by him ſigned. the 
The ſcrutinies at the elections by the livery, ſhall 


excepted) and be finiſhed within fifteen days after 


commence- 
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ammencement : And within four days after, the 
reſiding officer ſhall publicly declare who is duly 
lected, with the numbers for each candidate. | 
If a ſcrutiny be demanded at the wardmote elec- 
ions, the candidates or ſcrutineers ſhall within 10 
lays after receiving the copies of the poll, deliver 
o the preſiding officer the names of the perſons a- 
gainſt whoſe votes they object, with their reaſons for 


725 
all h 


Worn 


* 0 
rwik 


f th 


oh objections, copies whereof he ſhall deliver to 
ame he candidates or ſcrutineers at their charge and re- 
es Mgueſt within three days, and ſhall within ten days 
J 3:BWrext following after hearing the parties, publicly de- 


lare which of the candidates is duly elected, with 
he number of legal votes for each candidate. 

If any preſiding officer ſhall offend in the pre- 
miſes, he ſhall forfeit 200 J. with full coſt of ſuit, 
del beſides the penalties inflicted by any other act. 


ptech IV. 


For quieting the diſputes touching the right of 
election of aldermen and common - council men, the 
bill enacts that the right of Election ſhall belong 
only to freemen, being houſholders, paying ſcot as 
utedWherein after mentioned, and bearing lot when re- 
Pen- quired. | 
Provided the houſes of ſuch houſholders be of the 
the g ralue of 10/. a year, and that ſuch houſholders be 
the ſole occupiers of ſuch houſes, and have been in 


ned, Wmonths before the election. 1 
tei Provided alſo, that ſuch houſholder within the 
S 0- WMſpace aforeſaid, ſhall have been rated and paid his 
(cot to all the rates (except annual „ ent 
ads) whereunto the citizens of London inhabiting 
therein, ſhall be liable, or ſhall have paid to the ſaid 
rates, or ſome of them, 3o ſhillings per Ann. 

There is a proviſo, that if any partners carry on a 
day; joint trade in a houſe, and haye been houſholders 


poſſeſſion of a houſe of ſuch value in the ward, 12 


thereof 


log 


110 


thereof by the ſpace atoreſaid, pay':g their icot the“ 
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and bearing their reſpective lots, ſhall have vors 
at ſuch elections, ſo as ſuch houſe be of the yearly Wed fl 
value of as many ten pounds per Annum, as then recei 
are partners. 

It is alſo provided that where two perſons ng 
partners have, by the ſpace aforeſaid, ſeverally in. 
habited in the ſame houſe, paying their ſcot, ang 
bearing their reſpective lots, they thall have vote 
at the elections, ſo as ſuch houſe be of the yearly 
value of 207. and that each of the perſons doth 

y 10 J. per Ann. for his part. 

There is hkewiſe a proviſo, that nothing in thi 
act ſhall extend to oblige any perſons to pay any 
ſcot, or bear any lot, from the doing of which they 
are exempted by act of Parliament, charter, or vrt 
of privilege, but ſuch perſons may vote at ward. 
mote elections as heretofore. 


. 


For obtaining relief in caſe of grievance by any 
aſſeſſment, or any officers miſbehaviour relating 
thereto. 0 

The bill enacts, that any perſon aggrieved by any 
aſſeſſment for the orphans, or the rate for the watch, 
may appeal to the court of aldermen ; and any per. 
ſon aggrieved by any other aſſeſſment, may appeal 
to the perſons to whom ſuch appeal lies by law, and 
the appellees are reſpectively to hear and deter- 
mine the matters complained of. 


VI. 


No perſon 1s to have a right to vote at the elec- 
tions by the livery, who hath nor paid his livery 
fine, or hath received his fine back again, or hath 
had any allowance in reſpect thereof. Nor ſhall any 


perſon have a right to vote at thoſe elections, or at ¶ fte 


the 


ar 


any 
tch, 


per- 


and 
ter- 


lec- 
very 
hath 
any 
Ir at 


the 


A. 172 5. | 
the wardmote elections, who within two years be- 
fore the election, hath at his requeſt been diſcharg- 
ed from paying to the rates aforeſaid, or 
received alms. | 
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who hath 7 


VII. 
| 4 „ 

For putting an end to the diſputes between the 
court of aldermen and the commons of the common- 
council. 8 

The bill enacts, that no act, order, or ordinance 
ſhall be made in common- council, without the aſ- 
ſent of the mayor and aldermen preſent, or the ma- 
jor part of them, nor without the aſſent of the com- 
mons preſent, or the major part of them. 

There is a proviſo, that the election of common- 
ſerjeant, town-clerk, &c. ſhall be made by the 
mayor, aldermen, and commons in common- council 
aſſembled, or the major part of them. | 


VIII. 


For encouraging perſons of wealth to become 
free of the city, the bill enacts, that every perſon 
who ſhall after the firſt of Fune be made free, and 
every unmarried perſon already free, and having 
no children, may will and diſpoſe of, his perſonal 
eſtate as he ſhall think fit, any cuſtom to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 

Provided, that if any ſuch perſon ſhall have a- 
greed by writing made on marriage, or otherwiſe, 
that his perſonal eſtate ſhall be ſubject to the cuſtom 
of the city; or if ſuch perſon ſhall die inteſtate, his 
perſonal eſtate ſhall be ſubject to the cuſtom. 


IX. 


The bill enacts, that there ſhall be left out of the 
Ireeman's oath theſe words, [ 72/hallknow no foreigner 
to 
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to buy or ſell any merchandize with any other foreigner 
within the city, or the franchiſes thereof, but ye ſhall 
warn the cbamberlain thereof, or ſome miniſter of th; 
chamber, ] and alſo theſe words, [ Ye fall implead or 
ſue no freeman out of the city, whilſt ye may have right 
and law within the ſame city ;] and after theſe words, 
[Ye ſhall take no apprentice :] The words immediate. 
ly following ſhall be omitted, viæ. [But if he be fre; 
born, that is to ſay, no bondſman*s ſon, nor the chill 
of any alien :] and tor [ No, ] theſe words, [ For any;] 
ſhall be inſerted. 
X. 

The forfeitures in this act are to be diſtributed one 
third to the King, one third to the chamberlain for 
the uſe of the city, and the remaining third to the 


proſecutors, ſuing within ſix months after the ſame 
ſhall be incurred, to be recovered by action, bill, &c, 


This act is to be deemed a public act. 


March 18. Sir George Oxenden, from the Com- 
mittee appointed to drawup articles of impeachment 
againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, acquainted the 
houſe, that they had drawn up ſeveral articles ac- 
cordingly, which they had directed him to report to 
the houſe; and he farther acquainted the houſe, That 
they had other matters depending before them re- 
lating to their inquiry; and he read the report in 
his place, and afterwards delivered the articles in at 
the table, where they were read by the clerk. Theſe 
articles were one and twenty in number, and the 
two firſt, relating to offences ſaid to be committed 
before the at of indemnity paſſed in the year 1721. 


Fohn Conduit, Eſq; moved that the ſaid articles be 


recommitted. Hereupon Colonel Plomer, one of 
the Committee that had drawn up the articles, ſaid, 
| | | That 


N 
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ver That the crimes, for which the Earl of Macclesfield inp. whe any 
all WW © was impeached, being complicated, and having a — 
tbe relation to, and dependence upon one another, they minugs the 
could not mention one without the other. He was Saint the 
gt anſwered by Sir Philip Yorke, Attorney-General, — ” 
ds, who concluded for the motion for recommitting the 
te. WE articles. To this Sir Thomas Pengelly, (his Majeſty's 
Tre primier Serjeant at Law) with great learning and 
41d ſolidity, replied, That in the caſe before them, Didzrerce 
i © they ought to diſtinguiſh between an ad of obli- Merween an 

vion, and an act of indemnity : That the firſt is be- ven, and an 

* gun in either houſe of Parliament, and being the den. 

act of the three eſtates, or of the whole legiſlature, 

* clears and purges offenders of all crimes therein 
one WF © ſpecified. But that it is otherwiſe with an act of in- 
tor W © demnity, which flows from the meer grace and cle- 
the mency of the Sovereign; is ſent down to the Par- 
me © liament, who are at liberty either to accept or refuſe 
Sc. © it, but not to alter any thing; and regards only 

* crimes committed againſt the King, his predeceſ- 

« ſors, and ſucceſſors : which was not the caſe of the 

Earl of Macclesfield, who ſtood impeached for crimes 
m- © and miſdemeanors committed in high office and 
ent BH © truſt, againſt his fellow ſubjects.” This was an- 
the ſwered by Mr. Yonge, to whom Mr. Jef replied, 
ac- ¶ and to the latter Sir Gilbert Heathcote: But Sir Cle- 
t to ment Wearg, his Majeſty's Solicitor-General, having 
"hat WW ſtrenuouſly ſupported Sir Thomas Pengelly's argu- | 
re- W ment, the oppolite ſide dropped the motion without | 
ten dwiding. Then the report being read paragraph Articles of 
n at by paragraph, the ſeveral articles were agreed to _— 


heſe by the houſe, and ordered to be ingroſſed. It was to and or- 
the alſo ordered, That a clauſe be prepared ſaving li- — 
ited berty to the Commons, to exhibit any farther ar- 
21. ticles againſt the ſaid Thomas Earl of Micclegſield, 

s be and that he might be put 1% anſiver the fi id crimes 

e of and miſdemeanors. After this the call of the houſe 


aid, was farther adjourned to that day three weeks. 


Vor. IX. I 1 The 


4 
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March ih. The next day Sir George Oxenden preſented to the 
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houſe, a clauſe ſaving liberty to the Commons to ex. 
hibit farther articles againſt the earl of Macclesfield, 
Sc. which was agreed to, and ordered to be in- 
groſſed with the articles of impeachment againſt the 
ſaid Earl. After this, an ingrofled bill for regula- 
ting elections within the city of London, &c. was read 
the third time, paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords, 


On Saturday the 20th the ingroſſed articles of im- 
peachment of high crimes and miſdemeanors againſt 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, were read, and ordered 
to be carried to the Lords by Sir George Oxenden ; 
who being returned, reported, that he had been with 
the Lords, and delivered to, and left with the Lords, 
the articles of impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl. 


The Heads of the Articles of impeachment fl 
againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, of Þ q 
high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


P R E AM B L E. 


HERE AS Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, of 

upon his being appointed Lord Chancellor, I th 

his Majeſty did, of his gracious bounty, beſtow upon Þ fre 
him 14000 J. and did allo grant the Lord George 
Parker, his ſon, a yearly penſion of 1200 J. *till a 
Teller's place. in the. Excheguer became vacant, 

which ſoon happened, and during the faid Earl's Þ gi: 

continuing Lord Chancellor, he did not only enjoy 


the lual falaiy, fees, &c. but did alſo continue to * 
receive an annual penſion of 1200 J. granted him 
in 1716, and did likewiſe receive a farther annual 
allowance of 4000 J. But not being ſatisfied there- for 


with, entertained wicked and corrupt deſigns, and f 
did illegally, corruptly and extorſively, take and re- 7 
eeive to his own private uſe the following ſums, viz. 


ARTICLE 
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5 | er © 

: : ARTICLE I. 7 

8 Phat he received 840 /. from Mr. Godfrey, one 

0 of the Maſters of the courts of Chancery, for the 

5 admitting him into the ſaid office, upon the ſurren- 

d der of Sir Thomas Gery, who had 5000 J. in conſi- 
deration thereof. | 

- II. 

lt That he did alſo receive 6000 7. from Mr. Light- 


ed boun for his admiſſion upon the death of Mr. 
„; Srowning. 


III. 
8 That he did likewiſe receive 15751. from Mr. 
| Borret, for the admitting him into the office of one 
„1 of the Maſters of the court of Chancery, upon the 
e 


ſurrender of Mr. Meller, who had 9000 J. in conſi- 
of deration thereof. 


IV. 
That he likewiſe received from Mr. Edward Con- 
way 15001, for his admiſſion into the office of one 
eld, of the Maſters of the ſaid court of Chancery, upon 
lor, the ſurrender of Mr. Fobn Orlebar, who had 6000 J. 
pon from the faid Conway, in conſideration thereof. 


V. 


That Mr. Kynafton paid for his admiſiion into the 
laid office, 1 57 57. upon the ſurrender of Mr. Rogers, 
who had 6000 J. in conſideration thereof. 


kg 


| Thathefarther received 13751 from Mr. Bennet, 
for his admiſſion into the office of one of the Maſters 
| of the court of Chancery, upon the ſurrender of Mr. 
| Hiccocks for. 75001. 


I 2 VII. 
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VII. 


That he received from Mr. Elde five thouſand 
two hundred fifty pounds for his admiſſion upon 
the death of Mr. Fellows. 


VIII. 


That he alſo farther received from Mr. Thurſton 
five thouſand two hundred fifty pound, for his ad- 
miſſion upon the death of Mr. Borret. 


IX. 


That Mr. Thomas Bennet having agreed to ſurren- 
der his office as Clerk of the cuſtodies to Mr. Ha. 
mer ſiey (which was the gift of the crown) the Ear. 
Macclesfield did refuſe to permit him to ſurrender; 
till he had given him one hundred and five pounds, 
which ſaid ſum he took in conſideration of permit- 
ting him, and procuring him a new grant tor Mr. 
Hamerſley, and being then Lord Chancellor, and 
one of the Lords Juſtices, did by his intereſt and 
recommendation obtain the ſaid grant from his Ma- 


zeſty tor the ſaid Mr. Hamerſley. 


X. General Article. 


That he had nominated and appointed divers o- 
ther officers for gift and brocage, whoſe offices touch 
and concern the adminiſtration of juſtice. 


71:7; 

That he admitted ſeveral perſons to be Maſters, 
who were of ſmall ſubſtance and ability at the time 
of their admiſſion, and unfit to be truſted with the 
ſuitors money, tho? publicly (from the bench) he re- 
preſented them to be perſons of great fortunes and 
in every reſpect qualified for that truſt, to the ma- 
nifeſt deceit of the ſuitors, 


XII. 
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XII. 


That while the faid Earl was Lord Chancellor, 
there was an unjuſt and fraudulent method practiſed, 
of perſons purchaſing who were admitted Maſters, 
pay ing for their pry out of the ſuitors money; 
by means whereof great deficiency had happened; 
but the ſaid Earl, to keep up the price of the ſaid 


| offices, did not take any means to prevent the ſame 
by taking ſchedules of their effects, and ſuffered the 
| faid 2 to continue without any controul or 
| chec 


upon them. 


XIII. 
That Fleetwood Dormer having diſpoſed ſuitors 


money to his own uſe, there was a deficiency of 
upwards of twenty four thouſand pounds, notwith- 
ſtanding which, the ſaid Earl neglected to ſecure his 
perſon or effects, tho? he was applied to for that 
purpoſe, after he knew he was abſconded ; and a 
motion being made to transfer ſome of the ſuitors 
effects to another Maſter, the ſaid Earl declared, 


in open court, That he was only gone into the coun- 


try to take the air, and would return again ſoon, and 
all would be well, or to that! effect. 


XIV, 
That Fleetwood Dormer having, towards ſatisfaction 


of the ſuitors, aſſigned a debt of twenty four thou- 


ſand forty ſix pounds to Mr. Edwards, who ſucceed- 
ed him, Earl Macclesfield to conceal Dormer*s defici- 
ency, without regard to the intereſt of the ſuitors, 
eſtabliſhed a precarious compoſition with one Milſon, 
in diſcharge of a debt due to Dormer from him of 
twenty four thouſand forty ſix pounds, and to that 


end, on the report of Mr, Hiccocks,without any exe- 
cution or proceeding in open court, or notice toſuitors, 
ordered Mr. Edwards to accept of compoſition, up- 


on terms of paying one thouſand ſixty three pounds, 
1 and 
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and aſſigning ten thouſand pounds, part of a debt of 


twenty thouſand ſixty pounds of a perſon ſince inſol. 


vent, and little or none of the ten thouſand pounds 
has been received, 


XV, | 

That the ſaid Earl ordered the Maſters to bring in 
their accounts of caſh and ſecurities, not with a deſign 
to examine into them, but to terrify and oblige them 
to contribute towards anſwering the demands upon 
Dormer*s office: Inſinuating if they refuſed ſo to 
do, the money and effects ſnould be taken out of 
their hands, and thereby did perſuade nine of them 
to pay five hundred pounds each, ſeveral of whom 
paid it out of the ſuitors money. 


| XVI. Pp 

That Elizabeth Chitty having obtained an order 
for one thouſand pounds upon Mr. Edwards, part 
of ten thouſand pounds paid to Mr. Dormer, and 
the ſaid Edwards complaining to the ſaid Earl, that 
it was a very great hardſhip to make orders upon 
him, when he had not money to anſwer, the ſaid 
Earl to conceal the deficiency, perſuaded the Ma- 
ſters to contribute that ſum, repreſenting, That if 
there was a diſcovery of deficiency, it might occaſion a 
Parlamentery inquiry, and they might forfeit their 
offices having given money for them, contrary to law; 
and the ſaid Maſters refuſing, ordered his Secretary 
to pay one thouſand pound, and one Mr. Lochman, 
applying for it in behalf of Mrs. Ch:tty, the ſaid 
Earl told him, he had ordered his Secretary to pay 
it, and faid that it was like to be the laſt payment 
ſhe would receive, 


XVII. 

That the ſaid Earl knew there was a great defici- 
ency by failure of Fleetwood Dormer, and that Ed. 
wards, his ſucceſſor, had not ſufficient in his hands 

7 to 


* cular ſuitorsz in obe 
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to pay the whole money to the ſuitors; yet the ſaid 

Earl, to prevent an inquiry that might ariſe from 

the complaints of the ſuitors, did make orders on 

the ſaid Edwards, for 2 of Money to parti- 
ience to which, ſums were 

paid without regard to the proportion the reſt of 


the ſuitors were intitled to, whereby many ſuitors 
| were great looſers, 


XVIII. 
That the occaſion of Dormer's deficiency was by 


| his making uſe of the ſuitors money and effects; 
and there were methods propoſed to the ſaid Earl, 
to prevent the like for the future: But he pro 


ſing to make unlawful gain to himſelf, did not take 


any ſecurity upon their admiſſions, and did encou- 


rage them (to raiſe the price of the offices,) to traffic 
with ſuitors money, by means whereof great defici- 
encies of many thouſand pounds have aroſe in the 


offices of other Maſters. 


XIX, 

That his Majeſty having directed an inquiry into 
the Maſters accounts, the ſaid Earl, to obſtruct the 
ſame, did give order and advice to the Maſters, zo 
aſſiſt one another with money, and make a bold ſtand, 
and make a ſubſcription at the foot of their accounts, 
as if they were able to produce money and effects, 
altho* he knew they were not, nor are yet able ſo to 
do, and did repreſent, that it would be for their 
ſervice, and prevent a Parliamentary inquiry. 


Ew p + i * ES. me 
That the ſaid Earl did borrow money of ſome of 
the Maſters out of the ſuitors caſh, and did make 


ule of the ſame ſo long as he had occaſion. 


I 4 XXI. 
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2 
That Francis Tyſſen, Eſq; deceaſed, deviſed by his 
will an eſtate of three thouſand pounds per annum, 
to the child of his wife Rachel was enceinte with, in 
caſe it was a ſon, and made her guardian ; that the 
ſaid Rachel being left a widow, and having a fon, 


did appoint Rob. Nicholas, Eſq; receiver of the faid 


eſtate, who was approved by Mr. Hollford, one of 
the Maſters of the ſaid court, notwiſtanding which, 
the Lord Chancellor removed him, and in court 
appointed Robert Doyley, Eſq; a creature and confi 


dent of his own, who has fince died infolvent, in- 
debted to the ſaid eſtate two thouſand ſix hundred 


— 


unds, altho' ſhe inſiſted upon it as her right to 
fave a receiver, as being guardian, and it was in- 
ſiſted, that it was a reviving of the court of Wards, 
and there was no precedent for it, in the court of 


Chancery; upon which the ſaid Earl ſaid, hen be 


would make one, 


Heads of the anſwer to the articles of impeach- 
ment exhibited againſt Thomas Earl of Mac- 
clesfield, by the Hon. houſe of Commons, for 

Higb crimes and miſdemeanors, &c. 


RHE nid Earl, ſaving to himſelf all advantage 


of expulſion to the ſaid articles, Ec. And alſo 
all advantage of the act of the King's moſt gracious 
pardon herein after mentioned, and likewiſe al 
rights belonging to him as a Peer, for anſwer faith, 


That he having executed the office of Lord Chief 


Juſtice of the King*s-Bench, his Majeſty, of his grace 


and favour, was pleaſed to advance him to the dig- 


nity of a Peer, and in regard to his circumſtances at 
that time, did grant him a penſion of one thouſand 
two hundred pounds per annum, and did alſo grant 
to his ſon, for life, an office of conſiderable profit, 


and in 1718, appointed him, the ſaid Earl, Lord 


Chancellor, 
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Chancellor, who thereupon enjoyed the uſual ſalary, 
fees, Sc. which are much leſs, as he believes, than 
they are generally eſteemed to be, and his Majeſty 
was likewiſe pleaſed to grant him an allowance of 
| four thouſand pounds per annum, during his conti- 
he nuing Lord Chancellor, which ſaid allowance was 
conſtantly granted to and enjoyed by his predeceſſors: 
And the ſaid Earl likewiſe admits that his Majeſty 
gave him, when appointed Lord Chancellor, four- 
teen thouſand pounds, whereof two thouſand pounds 
was the uſual allowance from the crown, towards 
af. che expences of entering upon the ſaid Office; 
and the reſidue of the ſaid fourteen thouſand pounds 
was his Majeſty's royal munificence to him: And 
the ſaid Earl faith, That he never had any view 
* BS raiſe to himſelf any exorbitant gain, much leſs 
to uſe any unjuſt or oppreſſive method to obtain 
any ſum whatſoever, as 1s ſuggeſted in the ar- 
ticles: And, if proper, the ſaid Earl will lay be- 
fore your Lordſhips, an account of his eſtate and 
fortune, and the conſiderable ſums of money he has 
ch WM diſtributed for the relief of others, by which it will 
aC- appear, that he is not the avaritious man as in the 
for articles he is repreſented, and, by way of general 
anſwer ſays, as followeth. 

That to ſuch articles as relates to preſents from the 
age Maſters, he ſays, the ſame hath been long practiſed 
alſo by his predece ſſors, and that ſuch preſents have been 
ious FW reckoned among the known perquiſites of the 

all great ſeal, and never before looked upon to be cri- 
ith, minal; nor is there any act by which the ſame is 
hief made ſo, and the ſaid Earl thinks himſelf obliged 
race to ſay this, not only in viadication of himſelf, but 
lig: alſo of his predeceſſors, the Chief Juſtices of the 
st King*s-Benchand Common-Pleas, Maſters of the Rolls, 
and and other Judges, who have received preſents upon 
rant MW admiſſion into offices under them, and never thought 
ofit, themſelves guilty of any crime againſt the laws and 
ord IM ſtatutes of the realm. 
lor, IT | To 
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To the firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, ſixth and 
ſeventh articles, the ſaid Earl farther faith, that lon 


before June 1721, he did admit Mr. Godfrey, M 


Ligbiboun, Mr. Borret, and Mr. Conway, to be Ma. 
ſters, and they did freely, as has been done to his 
predeceſſors, ſend him preſents upon their admit. 
tances, which he, the ſaid Earl, accepted; and tha 
after July 1721, he did alſo admit Mr. Mynaſton, 
Mr. Bennet, and Mr. Elde likewiſe ; and faith, that 
they did, in like manner, ſend preſents upon their 
reſpective admittances, and faith, That it being pre. 
tended by the ſaid Kynafton and Bennet, that ſuch 
preſents difable them from anſwering the ſuitors, the 
faid-Earl, before the impeachment, delivered back 
the preſents ſent him by the ſaid Kynafton and Bey. 
net, to be applied for the benefit of the ſuitors, and 
that he retained only one thouſand eight hundred 


and fifty pounds, of the preſent ſent him by Elde. 
To t 


e eighth article he faith, That in 7ely laſt, 
2 Maſter's place became vacant upon the death 0f 
Mr. Borret, upon notice of whoſe death the ſaid 
Earl did defire of Mr. Godfrey and Mr. Benner, to 
inquire into his effects, who after ſome inquiry in 
formed the ſaid Earl, there would be no deficiency, 
and entered a caveat to prevent adminiſtration being 
ted to any perſons, and obtained the ſame for the 
enefit of the ſuitors, to the ſaid Godfrey and Benne!; 
but the ſaid Earl thought it proper to admit anothe 
Maſter to carry on the bufineſs, and demanded the 
effects of the ſuitors from the repreſentative of the 
ſaid Borret, and in Auguſt laſt admitted Mr, Thurſton, 
who did freely and voluntarily ſend a preſent of two 
thouſand pounds, and no more were retained. 
To the ninth article ſaith, That he believes that 
Thomas Bennet was poſſeſſed of the office of Clerk of 
the Cinſtodies, but denies that he did inſiſt upon one 
hundred and five pounds, or any other ſum to accept 
of the reſignation of the ſaid Bennet; and the ſaid 
office, tho* granted by the crown, yet * 
| ooke 
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looked upon as the right of the Lord Chancellor to 
ne recommend to that, and other offices under the great 
Vir. 7, and upon fo doing, have accepted preſents, and 


la. Mlooked upon the ſame as their right. 

his WW In anſwer to the tenth article, being general, 
ait. Naith, That during his time of Lord Chancellor, he 
hat never took any money, preſents, &c. on acconnt 
on, Wof admitting any officer other than before named, 
hat except in the Curſitor's office, where it was done by 
cir Whis predeceſſors, 


pre. To the eleventh article faith, in general, That he 


uch never did admit any perſon a Maſter, but who was 
the Wknown to be of ability, and fit to be truſted, or well 
ack Wrecommended as ſuch, and whenever there have been 
Zen» ¶ ſeveral candidates, he did give preference to him 
and chat he thought would diſcharge the office, and 
red ¶ believes has declared, that the then body of Maſters 
. Were, in every degree, as well qualified as has been 
aſt, Wat any time before, or to that effect. 1 
h of To the twelfth article ſaith, That if there was 
ſaid ¶ ſuch practice of paying for places out of the ſuitors 
effects, he was totally ignorant of it, but admits that 
in. he did not, nor his predeceſſors, as he believes, 
cy, give any particular directions for ſchedules of the 
ing ſuitors money to be delivered over to the ſucceed» 
| ing Maſters. | 
To the thirteenth article ſaith, That after Chrift- 
nas, 1720, he was informed that Fleetwood Dormer 
abſconded, upon which he directed Mr. Hiccocks 
and Mr. Rogers to inquire into his affairs, and what 
was proper to be done; and believes the faid Maſters 
did ſearch ' Dormer's chambers for accounts and ef- 
fects, but found none of value, but prevented the 
that Wtransferring of ſtock in his name in the public com- 
k of {Whanies, ns a propoſal was made that the ſaid Dor- 
one WW ner might have his liberty, upon condition he would 
cept ¶ aſſign all his effects, and adjuſt his accounts, the ſaid 
ſaid WW Earl ſeeing no other way to get any thing for the 
van ſuitors, and being made believe, that if a deficiency 
. happened, 


123 


124 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 172 A. 


happened, the ſame would be made up by othe I part 


Maſters, he did agree he ſhould have his liberty up. doe: 


on the condition of a full diſcovery, andafligninghi; WW pla 


effects for the benefit of the ſuitors, and not other. Ml ſuffi 
wiſez upon which he was informed he ſubmitted, ¶ the 
and that no application was ever made for ſecuring  plie 
the perſon or effects of the ſaid Fleetwood Dormer, Ml Ch: 

To the fourteenth article ſaith, That Mr. Ed. mar 
eards did ſucceed Mr. Dormer in the ſaid office in pre! 
1721; and that a debt of Mr. Wilſon's was aſſigned WM pay 
by the ſaid Dormer to the ſaid Edwards, and when core 


received to be applied as the court ſhould direct, and WM and 


believes Edwards endeavoured to obtain the ſame, mig 
bur finding that Milſon has ſtopt payment and offered I hin 
to compound, not being able to pay the Whole, re. ¶ cou 
port was made that he would aſſign over ten thou W . 
{and pounds, in partof the ſaid debt, and to the (aid W con 
Wilſon, from one Poulter, and upon conſideration of per 
Wilſon's circumſtances, it was his opinion it would be ¶ tim 
for the benefit of the perſons intitled to the ſame, u die 
accept of the ſaid compoſition, and ſums were re- ¶ not 
ceived from the ſaid Powter, he being looked upon 
as a ſubſtantial perſon. 3 5 

Io the fifteenth article ſaith, That he gave orden 
to the ſeveral Maſters to bring in their accounts, d 
caſh, Sc. but denies the ſame was done to terrily 
them, or to make any contribution towards the ſatis 
faction on the demands on Dormer's office, but be- 
lieves what they did contribute was freely out 9 
cheir own money; and farther faith, that his real 
intention was to inform himſelf of the Rate of the 
ſeveral offices, but being convinced how tedious a 
work it would be, and that the buſineſs of the {Who 
court would be much hindered thereby, he was forced fol 
to Jay it aſide, and begs leave to obſerve, That what WW'It 
has been lately done, withreſpe# to the accounts, plainly do 


| fſhews the difficulty of ſuch an undertaking. cot 


To the 16th article faith, That an order was 
made upon Edwards, to pays Mrs. Chitiy ioo, Nef 


part 
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part of the money brought before Dormey, but 
does not remember that Edwards made any com- 
plaint thereof, but believes Edwards not havin 
ſufficient effects of Dormer*s in his hands, refuſed 
the payment thereof, and that Mr. Lochman ap- 
plied ſeveral times to the ſaid Earl to help Mrs. 
Chitty to the faid 10001. the ſaid | Lochman being to 
marry her ſpeedily, and being in great neceſſity, by 
prefling importunity prevailed on the ſaid Earl to 
pay the ſaid 10007. out of his own pocket, and ac- 


cordingly directed his Secretary to pay the fame, 


and upon preſſing for a farther ſum, the ſaid Ear] 
might tell him, t was all that ſhe muſt expect from 
him, and he does nor believe that he had any diſ- 
courſe with the Maſters to pay the 10001. 

To the 17th ſaith, That he never endeavoured to 
conceal. Dormer*s deficiency, but was under a full 
perſuaſion, that all would be made good in due 
time, and did not think it incumbent upon him ex 
cio, to make a declaration of an avaraye, and does 
not know of any order that was made upon Edwards, 
for money that had been lodged with Dormer, except 
the cafe had been made by the court for that pur- 
poſe, and Mr. Edwards, under a firm perſuaſion 
that the deficiency would be made good, paid fums 
ſo ordered, as far as the money in his hands would 
extend. | mens". 

To the 18th ſaith, He never knew how the Ma- 
ſter: kept or diſpoſed of the ſuitors money; that 
propoſals were made, on occaſion of Dormer's defi- 
ciency, that he thought impracticable, inſufficient, 
and inconſiſtent, with that compleat regulation he 
hoped to make, and ſecure the ſuitors from future 
loſs, and admits that he did not demand any ſecu- 
rity of the Maſters on their admittance, becauſe not 
done by his predeceſſors, and faith, he gave no en- 
couragement to traffic with ſuitors money. | 

To the rgth faith, That upon great conſideration 
of Dormer*s ſufficiency, andthe danger of farther in- 


conveniencies 
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ing to the ſuitors for his own private advant 


aſked his Secre 
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conveniencies and diſputes ariſing relating thereto, 
and being a work of too great conſequence for him 
ſingly to attempt, he did beſeech his Majeſty to de. 

te ſome of the Privy-council to conſider of theſe 
matters, which his Majeſty was pleaſed to do, and 
named ſeveral honourable perſons to conſider of the 
ſame, and appeals to ſuch of your Lordſhips who 
were preſent, whether he did not contribute to his 
adds, and is greatly ſurprized to find himſelf 
charged with obſtructing the taking thoſe accounts, 
when he deſired and contributed towards the taking 
them, and that he never thought of preventing a 
Parliamentary inquiry, any otherwiſe than by ma- 
king it unneceſſary, and procuring a redreſs of theſe 
grievances without it : And the ſaid Maſters did 
declare, over and over, that they had ſufficient in 
their hands, and he did believe the ſame to be true, 
and told them it would be their intereſt to appear ſuf. 
ficient, but he never thought of a contrivance to 
have them appear ſo, if really they were not. 
To the 20th article the faid Earl ſaith, That it 
never entered into his thoughts to make uſe of, nor 
did he ever make uſe of any of the money belong- 
age; but 
in December, 1720, having occaſion for 15001. he 
to lend him the ſame, but he 
could not, but he ſaiĩd he would procure it for him, 
and accordingly borrowed it of Mr. Godfrey, and 
the ſaid Earl gave his own note for payment there- 
of, and in February following paid 1000 J. of 


the 1500/. and in the ſame month of February, 
having freſh occaſion, did borrow part of the ſaid 


10004. back again, and a note, or notes were given. 
Some time after the ſaid Earl ordered the whole 
money, with intereſt to be paid, but could not 


prevail upon Godfrey to take the intereſt,” and de- 


clares, that he never borrowed at any other time 


any money whatſoever of any of the Maſters, ex- 
cept as above ſet forth. | 


To 
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To the 21ſt ſaich, That Rachel Tyſſen,. cauſed a 
bill to be exhibited in the name of her ſon and 
daughter, againſt her ſelf and Jabn Tyſſen;. and 
others, to have the truſt in her huſband's will per- 
formed, and the ſame was heard at the Rolls,” and 
ordered, That a receiver ſhould be appointed, with 
the approbation of a Maſter, to whom it was referred; 
and in execution thereof, the Maſter certified he had 
appointed John Nicholas receiver. The ſaid Jabn 
Yen, thinking himſelf aggrieved thereby, filed ex- 
ceptions againſt the ſame, and upon arguing thereof; 
affidavits were read to ſhew John Nich-las an impro- 
per perſon, and that the teſtator in his lite time had 
declared the ſaid Nicholas ſhould have nothing to do 
in the management of his eſtate; and upon a full 
hearing of both parties, the ſaid Earl was of opi- 
nion, that the ſaid Nicholas ought not to be the 
receiver; and upon the ſaid Tyſen's propoſal, or- 
dered Robert Doyley to be receiver, he giving ſe- 
curity to be approved of by the Maſter, which or- 
der was made long ago; yet they did not think fit 
to complain to your Lordſhips by appeal in order 
to be reverſed, tho* now complained of as a crime. 
And the ſaid Earl owns he was well acquainted with 
the ſaid Doyley, and believed him a perſon of great 
honour and integrity, and ſeveral perſons of diſtinc- 
tion, who knew him, had the ſame opinion of him, 
and appointed him receiver, not for his reſpect for 
him, but becauſe he was named by Tyſſen, who was 
uncle to the infant, and appointed guardian in caſe 


Jof the mother's death; and the ſaid Tyſen and Sir 


Cæſar Child, entered into a recognizance with the; 
ſaid Doyley, of 7000 J. for the due performance, and 
no complaint was ever made againſt the faid Doyley 
till his death. But the Earl owns he hath heard 
there is about 2600 J. deficiency, but believes it ſe- 
cured by the recognizance, and that the ſaid Earl 
cannot underſtand, how fixing on a perſon giving 


ficient ſecurity, can be reviving the court of — 
us 
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The King's 
meſlage a- 
bout the 
civil lift, 
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Thus the ſaid Earl Jays his charge before your 
Lordſhips, and for farther anſwer ſays, he is not 
ilty of the matters charged in the ſaid articles, 
and doth farther inſiſt on the benefit of his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious general and free pardom in bar and 
defence againſt the ſaid impeachment, for any 
negligence or offence whatſoever ſuppoſed to be 


July 1721. And humbly inſiſts, that no evidence 
ought to be given againſt him, for any matter by 
the ſaid act pardoned. 


April 8th, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ac- 
uainted the houſe of Commons, that he had a meſ. 
age from his Majeſty to this houſe, ſigned by his 

Majeſty, and he delivered the ſame to Mr. Speaker, 
who read the ſame to the houſe; as follows, viz. 


GroRGE R. 
HE neceſſities of his Majeſty's government hat- 
ing rendered it impratticable for his Majeſty i 
make any conſiderable retrenchments in the expence: 
of his civil lift ; and having engaged his Majeſty in 
ſome extraordinary expences, which he is perſuaded 
bis loyal Commons will believe have been employed, 
not only for the honour and dignity of the crown, 
but for the intereſt and proſperity of bis people, his 
Majeſty hopes, from the known zeal and affection of 
this Parliament io his perſon and government, that 
he may be enabled to make uſe of the funds, lately 
ſettled for the payment of the civil lift annuities, 
ard for re-placing the ſame to his Majeſty, in tht 
moſt advantageous manner, and upon the credit there- 
of, to raiſe a ſum of money ſufficient to redeem thojt 
annuities, and to diſcharge the preſent debts contrat- 
ed in his civil government, | 


Hereupon it was reſolved $6 take his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious meſſage into conſideration, the next 
5 day, 
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r day, in a Committee of the whole houſe; and, in 
ot the mean time, Mr. Scrope, by his Majeſty's com- 
s, mand, ' preſented to the houſe, an account of the 
a- debts upon the civil liſt, at Michaelmas, 1724 3 
and alſo, an account of the payments into the Ex- 
chequer upon the deductions of fix pence per Lib. 
for the year 'ended at Lady-Day 1725. And the 
faid accounts being read, were ſeverally ordered 
to be referred to the conſideration of the ſaid Com- 
mittee of the whole houſe ; the ſubſtance of the 
ſaid accounts was as follows. 


ac- I 4s Account of the Dzn Ts upon his Majeſty's 


-W Civir LIS 1, at Michaelmas, 1724; after 
bi deduction of what remains due, and is to be paid 
er, to his Majeſty to compleat the revenues of the civil 
liſt to the ſaid time. 
To his Majeſty's houſhold — 63726 o © 
17. I To the Treafurer of the chamber —— 28187 18 11 
To the great wardrobe —— —— _ 38604 6 7 
Y 10 To the Maſter of the Robes, three quarters ac- 1866 C 0 
neces cording to the eſtabliſhment 
yin To the r and Surveyor of the works — 47332 10 114 
1de) Fer the gardens, one quarter ——— —— 749 0 0 
For extraordinary expences of the ſtables —— 3476 19 © 
ved, To his Majeſty's Miniſters abroad ——— 70255 2 
n, For fees and ſalaries — 49644 18 10+ 
hi; For penſions and annuities —— ——— 35730 12 8 
p of To Mr. Walter Chetwynd for penſions —— 72148 17 7+ 
* To the French proteſtants for penſionss — 41250 0 0 
that To divers perſons who were in the ſervice of | a 
ately his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales — J 39'9 3 3 
ies, To the Governels of the young Princeſles —— 500 o © 
ſy To the Gentlemen Penſioners, three quarters 4500 © © 
11 To the Secretaries of State, one quarter — 2280 © © 
bere- To the King's privy purſe —— 4500 0 © 
thoſe To the Prince of Wales on his penſion 1 a 
100,000 per ann — — 5 0-0 ; 
ratt- 1 * 
— 5 2 for Plate — 6663 0 o 
To Prince Charles of Denmark, on his penſion 
. ante. , ; 4000 © © 
ſty's a K 
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To contingeneies and extraordinaries of a dif- 
ar 
Jo the funds made uſe of to clear the civi 
lift at Michaelmas, 1724 — 234372 1 1 


Total of debts 


40000 © © 


= 
3 


— 


2279 9 K 
To be DEDUCTED. 


What was in the Exchequer, and in the hands | 
of the teeeivers bf the public revenues at - 80736 19 ; 
Michaelmas 1744 — — 
What remained then due to the hereditary * 
and temporary exciſe, and which has ſince 
been received to make up the revenues of > 101835 16 3; 
his Majeſty's civil liſt of 700,000 J. per 
annum to Michaelmas 1724 
What remains due from the poſt-office to the 
fad time — — 


0 42233 4 4 


** 


In all 3 — 224808 10 0! 
Which being deducted from the ſaid ſum of — 733172 9 4: 
There remains due to the civil liſt at Michae/- 8963 10 

mas 1724 ; ay; 1g Bs 


An Account of the payments into the Exchequer 
upon the DEDUCTIONS of fix pence, per Lib. 
for the year ended at Lady Day 1925. 


At the quarter of Midſummer 15724 — 7435 o 


0 
At Michaetmas 172 — — 7950 0 0 
At"Chriſtmts $34 — — _— 453 16 2 
At Lach. Day 172777 — — 295 12 6 

. ige 31134 8 8 
For the like deduRions in Scotland, the ſame year 1083 0 © 
| | 32217 8 


After the reading of theſe papers, the right ho- 
nourable William Priiteney cofferer to his Majeſty's 
houſhold, took notice, That it was not long 
* fince a fund had been given to diſcharge the 
* debts of the civil liſt; and therefore it was mat- 

4 $0 A n der 


5 A. 1725. DEBATES. | 131 


ter of ſurprize, that ſo many new ones had been 
f contracted, in fo ſhort a time; that if things 
« were carried on at this rate, there would be no 
end of it; that it was incumbent upon them to 
* inquire into the cauſes of this growing evil, and Account ct 
© therefore moved, that an addreſs be preſented Mem 
« to his Majeſty, that he would graciouſly be peng, 
« pleaſed to give directions, that the proper Of- S. e! 
5 IM + ficer or Officers of the Exchequer, Exciſe, Cu- 
« toms, and Poſi-office do lay before this houſe, an 
account of all monies which have been iſſued 
aud paid, out of the ſaid offices to any perſon or 
« perſons on account, for the privy-purſe, ſecret- 
« ſervice, penſions, bounties, or any ſum or ſums 
* of money. to any perſon or perſons whatſoever 
* without account, from the twenty fifth day of 
March 1721, to the twenty fifth day of March 
* 1725:* And being ſeconded and backed by ſe- 
yeral members, the faid addreſs was voted accord- 
ingly. Then the call of the houſe was adjourned call of the 
ter to that day ſevennight. me 
ib. A motion being, the next day, made in the ., 
houſe of Commons, for the Speaker to leave the Bbue n. 
chair, that they might go into a grand Commit- aus fene 
o | tee, to conſider of his Majeſty's moſt gracious civil lf. 
o i meſſage about the debzs of the civil liſt, the Right 
- I Honourable William Pulteney repreſented, © That 
— | © the houſe, having ordered an addreſs to be pre- 
s i © ſented to his Majeſty, for ſeveral papers relating 
do the civil liſt, and other expences, they ought, 
in his opinion, to put off the conſideration of 
his Majeſty's meſſage, till thoſe papers were 
\o. laid before the houſe; it being natural to in- 
ys | © quire into the cauſes of a diſeaſe, before one ap- 
ng il © plies remedies to it.“ Mr, Yonge, the Hon. 
he Mr. Pelham, and Mr. Chancellor of the Exche- 
at-  quer having oppoſed it, Mr. Pulieney replied to 
ter them, and among other things, faid, He won- 
©. INES « dered 
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* dered how ſo great a debt could de contracted 
in three years time, but was not ſurprized ſome 
« perſons were ſo eager to have the deficiencies of 
the civil liſt made good, ſince they, and their 


friends, had ſo great a ſhare in it. And deſired 


© to know whether this was all that was due, or 
* whether they were to expect another reckoning ?? 
To this no direct anſwer was given; but in ge— 
neral, it was ſaid, * That there was, indeed, a 
© heavy debt on the civil lift, and a great many 
* PensioNS; but that moſt of theſe had been 
granted in King William's and Queen Anne's 
< reigns, ſome by King Charles the 2d, and very 
few by his preſent Majeſty, That ſince the civil 
« liſt was firſt ſettled for his Majeſty, an expence 
© of about goooo/. per annum, had happened, 
* which could not then be foreſeen, and therefore 
vas left unprovided; that upon examination of 
© the account given in of the c:v1l-l/iſt-debts, it 
* would appear, that moſt of thoſe expences were 
either for the neceſſary ſupport of the dignity ot 
the crown and government; or for the public 
* good ; that there was, indeed, a penſion of 
* 5000/7. of another nature, viz. upon account of 
the Cafferer's place; but which could not well 
be avoided: For both the Lord Godelphin, who 
* was in that office, and his father, had ſo well 
* deſerved of the government; that they could 
* not handſomely remove him without a gratuity ; 
and therefore they gave him a penſion of five 
thy Gentleman, who now enjoys that poſt,* A 
member having animadverted upon the great num- 
ber of penſions ; another member owned he had 
one, but added, he had deſerved it by his long 
ſervices. But he was told by Mr. Speaker, that 
was not a place for perſons to commend them- 
ſelves. Then the Commons in a grand Com- 
mittee, took his Majeſty's meſſage into conſidera- 

tion, 


thouſand pounds, to make room for the wor- 


A. 1725. DEBATES. 


tion, and a motion was made, That for the re- 
« deeming the annuities of 25000 J. per annum 
charged on the civil liſt revenues, by an act of 
Parliament of the ſeventh year of his Majeſty, 
and for diſcharging the debts and arrears due 
from his Majeſty to his ſervants, tradeſmen, and 
g others, his Majeſty be enabled to raiſe any ſum 
not exceeding one million, by Exchequer bills, 
loans, or otherwiſe, on the credit of the deduc- 
tions of ſix pence per pound, directed by the ſaid 
« aft of the 7th year of his Majeſty's reign, and 
of the ſaid civil liſt revenues, at an intereſt or 
rate not exceeding three pounds per cent. per an- 
num, till repayment of the principal.“ This mo- 


tion occaſioned a farther debate, but at laſt, the on the ſup- 


queſtion being put upon it, it was reſolved in the V 
affirmative by a majority of 20 votes vi. 239 a- 
gainſt 219. This reſolution being the next day re- 
ported, was agreed to by the houſe, and a bill was 
ordered to be brought in thereupon. 


April 20th. The Lord Finch having offered a Meme in 


petition of Henry St. Fohn, late Viſcount Boling- 


broke, to be preſented to the Houſe : Mr. Chancel- Belingbrote, 


lor of the Exchequer acquainted the houſe, that he 
had received his Majeſty's commands to acquaint 
this houſe, that the petitioner had ſeven years ſince 
made his humble application and ſubmiſſion to his 
Majeſty, with aſſurances of Duty, allegiance and 
fidelity, which his Majeſty fo far accepted, as to 
give him encouragement to hope for ſome future 


marks of his Majeſty's grace and goodneſs ; and 


bis Majeſty is ſatisfied that the petitioner's be- 
haviour has been ſuch, as convinces his Majeſty 
that he is an object of his Majeſty's mercy, and 
his Majeſty conſents that this petition be preſent- 
ed to this houſe. 


After which, the ſaid petition was brought up His petition 
and read, ſetting forth, that the petitioner is truly ma 


concerned for his offence, in not having ſurrendered 
| | K 3 himſelf 
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himſelf purſuant to the directions of an act of the 
firſt year of his Majeſty's reign, (whereby the pe- 
titioner was attainted of high treaſon, and forfcit. 
ed all his real and perſonal eſtate) and by reaſon 
thereof hath ſuffered very great loſſes; that upon 
the petitioner's Marriage in 1700, Sir Walter St, 
Fohn, Bart. and the Right Honourable the Lord 
Viſcount St. John, (the petitioner's grandfather 
and father) together with the petitioner, made a 
ſettlement of their family eſtate in the counties of 
Wilts, Surrey, and Middleſex, all which premiſcs 
(except a very ſmall part thereof) are now in the 
poſſeſſion of the petitioner's father, and the peti- 
tioner cannot become entitled thereto for his life, 
until after his father's deceaſe; that the petitioner 
hath in moſt humble and dutiful manner made 
his ſubmiſſion to his Majeſty, and given his Ma- 
jeſty the 9 aſſurances of his inviolable fi- 
delity, and of his zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, 
and for the ſupport of the preſent happy eſtabliſh- 


ment, which his a hath been moſt graciouſly 


pleaſed to accept, and praying, that leave may 
be given to bring in a bill for enabling the petl- 
tioner, and the Feirs male of his body (notwith- 
ſtanding his ſaid attainder) to take and enjoy the 
ſaid ſettled eſtate, according to the limitations of 
the ſaid ſettlement, or other aſſurances therein 
mentioned, and for enabling the petitioner to hold 
and enjoy any perſonal eſtate or effects whereof 
he now is, or hereafter ſhall be poſſeſſed, and to 
inveſt the ſame in the purchaſe of any real or per- 
ſonal eſtate within this kingdom. 

After the reading of this petition, the Lord 
Finch moved that a Bill be brought in, according 
to the prayer of the late Viſcount Bolingbroke's pe- 
tition. This motion was ſeconded by Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, who having repeated part 
of what he had before laid before the houſe, by the 


King's command, in the petitioner's behalf, add- 


* : ed, 
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ed, he was fully ſatisfied, that he had ſufficiently 
atoned for his paſt offences, and therefore de ſerv- 
ed the favour of that houſe, ſo far as to enable 
him to enjoy the family inheritance that was ſettled 
upon him; which according to the opinion of the 
beſt lawyers, he could not do by virtue of his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious pardon, without an act of 
Parliament. This was confirmed by Mr. Attor- 
ney, and Mr, Solicitor General : But after a ſmall 
diſpute among the lawyers, about the validity of 
ſuch a pardon, in the preſent caſe, the Right 
honourable Mr. MzÞuen, Controller of his Ma- 
jeſty 's houſhold, ſtood up, and ſtrenuouſly oppol- 
ed the Lord Finch's motion. He ſaid, among 
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other things, That as he had the honour to be 31. 7a. 


* one of the King's immediate ſervants, it might, 
perhaps, by ſome be thought unbecoming his ſta- 
* tion, to appear againſt a petition, to the preſent- 
ing of which, his Majeſty, in his royal clemency 
and goodneſs, had graciouſly been pleaſed to giye 
* his conſent : But that being at liberty to follow 
the dictates of his conſcience in this matter, he 
* would freely declare his opinion, that the pub- 
* hic crimes for which this petitioner ſtood attaint- 
*ed, were ſo heinous, ſo flagrant, and of ſo deep 4 
dye, as not to admit any expiation or atonement, 
* and whatever he might have done to deſerve his 
* Majeſty's private grace and pardon, yet he 
* thought him altogerher unworthy of any na- 
tional favour. Hereupon Mr. Controller ripp- 
ed up the late Lord Bol{ingbrcke's ſcandalous and 
villainous conduct while he had a ſhare in the 
* adminiſtration of affairs, in the laſt reign, How 
* he was the principal adviſer of, and actor in, 
* the wicked meaſures that were then purſued ; 
his clandeſtine negotiation of peace, without the 
privity of the Queen's allies, contrary to the ex- 
* prefs tenor of the grand alliance; his inſolent 
behaviour towards all the confederates in general, 

K 4 an 


en oppoſes 
the motions 
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© and the Dutch in particular; his ſacrificing the 
© intereſt of the whole confederacy, and the ho- 
nour of his own country; particularly in the baſe 
abandoning of the poor and brave Catalans : A 
tranſaction with which he, Mr. Methuen, had 
an opportunity to be intimately acquainted, as 
having had the honour, at that juncture, to ſerve 
the nation, as the Queen's miniſter in Portugal : 
And to ſum up all his crimes in one, his traite- 
* rous deſign of defeating the proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
© the foundation of both our preſent and future 
< happineſs; and of advancing a popiſo pretender 
to the throne, which would have involved his 
© native country in endleſs miſery.” This ſpeech 
made a great impreſſion on the aſſembly, and ſe. 
veral other eminent members ſpoke to the ſame 
effect, particularly Arthur Onflow, Eſq; the Lord 
William Pawlet, Sir Thomas Pengelly, Mr. Gybbon, 
and Serjeant Miller. This laſt Gentleman, in a 
conciſe but pathetic manner, . ſaid, he was againſt 
the motion for three very ſubſtantial reaſons, 
'< Firſt, Becauſe he thought it againſt the intereſt 
of the KING, Secondly, againſt the intereſt of 
© his coux TRY; Thirdly, againſt the intereſt of 
© the PRESENT MINISTRY. That he loved the 
King better than he loved himſelf ; and hated 
his enemies more than he did: That he loved 
* his country, as he loved himſelf, and as he 
* thought its intereſt inſeparable from the King's, 
© ſo he would not have any public favour ſhewn to 


© one, who had acted in ſo notorious a manner a- 
4 


a 


Was ſo well ſatisfied with their juſt, prudent, and 
© ſucceſsful management, that he would not ſee 
them expoſed to the cabals and intrigues of their 
inveterate, though ſeemingly reconciled enemies. 
On the other hand, Sir Thomas Hanmer, ſpoke 
for the motion, and took that occaſion to extoll 
his Majeſty's royal clemency: Dr. Friend * 

the 


gainſt both; and as for the preſent miniſters, he 
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the ſame topic, and inſinuated, we might expect 
more inſtances of it Upon the whole matter, 
the queſtion being put on the Lord Finch's motion, 
it was carried in the affirmative by 231 votes 
againſt 113, and his Lordſhip and Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer were ordered to bring in a bill 


according to the prayer of the late Lord Boling- 
broke's petition, | 


April 23. Sir George Oxenden reported from 
the Committee, to whom it was referred to conſi- 
der of the anſwer of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield 
to the articles of impeachment exhibited againſt 
him, That the ſaid Earl had induſtriouſly avoid- 
«ed giving a direct anſwer to ſeveral matters po- 
« ſitively alledged againſt him, and had endeavour- 
ed to diſguiſe the crimes laid to his charge; and 
that many parts of the ſaid Earl's anſwer are con- 
© tradiftory and inconſiſtent ; and the Committee 
did humbly ſubmit to the judgment of the houſe 
their opinion, that for avoiding any impuration. 
© of delay to the Commons, ina caſe of ſo great 
moment, a replication be forthwith ſent up to the 
Lords, maintaining the charge of the Commons; 


tion accordingly, which he read in his place, as 
© follows. 


. H E Commons have conſidered the anſwer 
6 of Thomas Farl of Macclesfield, to the ar- 
* ticles exhibited againſt him by the Knights, Ci- 
* tizens and Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled, 
© and obſerve, that the ſaid Earl hath induſtriouſ- 
ly avoided giving a direct and particular anſwer 
to ſeveral matters poſitively and certainly alledg- 
ed againſt him in the ſaid articles, which, from 
the nature of the facts themſelves, muſt neceſ- 
$ ſarily lie in his own knowledge; and hath at- 
* tempted to diſguiſe and cover the real crimes 


laid 
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* laid to his charge, by immaterial and evaſive in- 
© ſinuations of facts of a different nature; and that 
many parts of the ſaid anſwer are contradictory 
© to, and inconſiſtent with each other, upon which 
they might demand your Lordſhip's immediate 
judgment; yet the Commons, being able to 
maintain the truth and juſtice of their accuſation, 
are willing to enter into the due examination 
thereof, and do aver their charge of high crimes 
and miſdemeanogs, againſt the faid Thomas 
Earl of Macclesfield, to be true, and that the 
ſaid Earl is guilty in ſuch manner as he ſtands 
impeached, and that the Commons will be ready 
to prove their charge againſt him, at ſuch con- 
venient time, as ſhall be appointed for that pur. 
poſe,” 


* 


GKK e 4 


The ſaid replication being read a ſecond time, 
it was reſolved to be the replication of the Com- 
mons to the anſwer of Thomas Earl of Maccles- 
field; and order'd that the ſaid replication be in- 
groſſed, 

The next day, (April 24th) the Commons read 
the ingroſſed replication to the anſwer of Thomas 
Earl of Macclesfield, which was ordered to be ſent 
to the Lords, 


Monday the 26th, The Commons received the 
following meſſage from the Lords, v2. 


Mr. Speaker, 
_ _— H E Lords have commanded us to acquaint 
2901 CA „ . . 
Be che rial © this houſe, that their Lordſhips — * 
ay 


of the Larl c 


of the Tarl pointed Thurſday, being the ſixth day of 

gell. gnext, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, for 
the tryal of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, at the 
© houſe of Lords, for high crimes and miſdemca- 
< nors whereof he ſtands impeached; and that 
their Lordſhips will order conveniencies to be 


prepared 
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prepared there for the managers of the impeach- 
ment.“ 

Whereupon it was ordered, 1. That managers 
be appointed to make good the articles of im- 
eachment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclegfield. 
2. That the Committee to whom it was refer- 
red to draw up the ſaid articles, be the ſaid ma- 
nagers. | 


The next day (April 27th) the Commons or- 
dered, 1/t. That Mr. Nicholas Paxton, and Mr. 
Thomas Bayly be appointed Solicitors to the ſaid 
managers. 24ly. That a Committee be appointed 
to ſearch precedents, touching the method of pro- 
ceedings, upon trials of impeachment by the Com- 
mons, at the bar of the houſe of Lords: And a 
Committee was appointed accordingly, of which 
Sir Edmund Bacon was choſen chairman. Then the 
Lord Finch preſented to the houſe a bill for en- 
abling Henry St. John late Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
to take and enjoy ſeveral manors, lands, &c. which 
was received, read the firſt, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time, 


On Friday the laſt day of April, the late Lord 
Bolingbroke's bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole houſe, who 
were ordered, * To receive a clauſe or clauſes for 
* preſerving the inheritance of all the family eſtate 
in the ſaid bill mentioned, to the iſſue male of 
the Lord Viſcount S. Jobn, on failure of iffue 
* male of the ſaid Henry St. Fohn, late Viſcount 
* Bolinghroke, with proviſo to the ſaid late Viſcount 
* Bolingbroke, to charge theſaid eſtate with a ſum of 
money, and to make leaſes in like manner as he 
* was enabled to do, by the marriage ſettlement in 
* the ſaid bill mentioned, and to make a jointure, 
and proviſion for younger children.“ * 

n 


139 


140 


Motion for 
a clauſe to 
diſable the 
hate Lord 
Bolingbroke 


dropped. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1725. 

On Monday the 3d of May, the order being 
read for the houſe of Commons to reſolve itſelf 
into a grand Committee upon the late Viſcount 
Bolingbroke's bill, the Lord William Pawlet moy- 
ed, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Com- 
* mittee, that they have power to receive a clauſe 
to diſable the ſaid Heury St. Fobn, late Viſcount 
* Bolingbroke, to be a member of either houſe of 
Parliament, or to have or enjoy any office or 
place of profit or truſt, under his Majeſty.” This 
motion was backed by ſeveral members, but was 
oppoſed by Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
the queſt ion being put thereupon, it was carried in 
the negative by 154 voices againſt 84. After this 
the Commons, in a Committee of the whole houſe, 
went through the ſaid bill, and made ſeveral 
amendments thereto, which being the next day 
reported by the Lord Finch, were, with an amend- 
ment to one of them, agreed to, and the bill ſo 
amended, ordered to be ingrofſed. _ 

The ſame day, it was ordered likewiſe, that it 
be an inſtruction to the Committee appointed to 
ſearch precedents touching the methods of pro- 
ceedings upon the trial of impeachments by the 
Commons, at the bar of the houſe of Lords, that 
they do inſpect the Lords journal, and report to 
the houſe what the Lords have done in relation 
to the impeachment of Thomas Earl of Maccles: 


Field. 


On Wedneſday the 5th of May, the Commons 
received from the Lords a meſſage importing, that 
their Lordſhips taking into their care the order- 


ing of the trial of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, on 


Thurſday next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
at the bar of their houſe, had prepared ſome notes 
and rules to be obſerved at the ſaid trial, which 
the Lords had thought fit to communicate to this 
houſe, as follow. | 

4 That 
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That as ſoon as the Lords have taken their 
places, notice be given to the houſe of Commons, 
by meſſage, that this houſe is ready to proceed on 
the trial of the Earl of Macclesfield. : 

That the Serjeant at arms be within the houſe 
to make proclamations, which are to be made in 
the King's name, for keeping ſilence, as alſo pro- 
clamation in theſe words, viz. 


Whereas a charge of high crimes and miſdemeanors 
has been exhibited by the houſe of Commons, in the 
name of themſelves and all the Commons of Great- 
Britain, againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; 

all perſons concerned are to take notice, that be 
now ſtands upon his trial, and they may now come 
forth in order to make good the ſaid charge. 


Which proclamation being made, the articles of 


,impeachment exhibited by the houſe of Commons 
Againſt the ſaid Earl, and his Lordſhip's anſwer, 


as alſo the replication of the Commons thereunto, 
are to be Re, and then the Speaker is to acquaint 
the Commons that they may proceed in as to 
make good their charge. 

After which, the Speaker is to declare, that the 
Lords are proceeding to hear the evidence, and to 
defire their Lordſhips to give attention. 

That if any of the Lords, or the Members of 
the houſe of Commons that manage the evidence, 
or the Earl impeached, or his counſel, do defire 
to have any queſtion aſked, they muſt deſire the 
Speaker to aſk the ſame, 

That if any doubt ſhould ariſe during the trial, 


no debate ſhall be had thereupon till the managers 


for the Commons, the counſel and witneſſes, and 
the Earl impeached be firſt withdrawn. 
That none be covered at the trial but the 
Lords, 
That 
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That ſuch perſons as ſhall be admitted witneſſcs 
at the ſaid trial, are to be ſworn at the bar by the 


clerk, and to deliver their evidence there. 
The oath to be, 


, The evidence which you ſhall give upon the impeach. 
ment of the Earl of Macclesfield, ſhall be the 
truth, the wholetruth, andnothing but the truth, 

So help you God and the contents of this book, 


The Earl impeached may croſs examine witneſ- 
ſes, viva voce. 
That the room, called the Earl Marſhal's room, 
and that belonging to the clerks, be kept for the 
managers; and the Lobby, and the black rod's 
room next adjoining for the Earl of Macclesfield. 
Then Sir Edmund Bacon reported from the 
Committee, who were appointed to ſearch prece- 
dents touching the methods of proceeding upon 
the trials of impeachments by the Commons, at the 
bar of the houſe of Lords; and to whom it was 
referred to inſpect the Lords journal, what the 
Lords had done in relation to the impeachment of 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, that they had ſearch- 
ed precedents and inſpected the Lords journal ac- 
cordingly, and had directed him to report the 
ſame to the houſe; and he read the report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table, 
where the ſame being read, it was Ordered, that 
a meſſage be ſent to the Lords to deſire, that they 
will order the maſters of the court of Chancery to 
attend at the trial of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 
ae die in diem, in order to give evidence upon the 
ſaid trial. After this, it was Reſolved, that while 
the Committee appointed to manage the evidence 
at the trial of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, on the 
articles of impeachment exhibited againſt the {aid 
Earl, by the Commons, are at the houſe of Lords, 
preceeding on the ſaid trial, this houſe will re- 
| main 
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main in the ſame ſtate as they are in, when there 
is a conference between the two houſes. Then 
Sir William Strickland reported to the houſe, that 
he had been at the Lords and defired, that the 
maſters of the Court of Chancery do attend at the 
trial of Themas Earl of Macclesfield, de die in diem, 
in order to give evidence upon the ſaid trial; and 
the Lords had given orders that the ſaid maſters. 
ſhould attend accordingly. 

The houſe proceeded to take into conſideration 
the amendments made by the Lords to the bill, 
intitled, An Af for more effeftual diſarming the 
Highlands in that part of Great-Britain called 
Scotland, and for better ſecuring the peace and 
quiet of that part of the kingdom. And the ſaid 
amendments were read and agreed unto by the 
houſe, Then an ingroſſed bill for enabling Henry 
St. Fobn, late Viſcount Bolingbroke, and the heirs 
male of his body (notwithſtanding his attainder) 
to take and enjoy ſeveral manors, lands, and here- 
ditaments, &c. was read the third time, paſſed, 
and ſent up to the Lords. 
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-The next day, the Commons ordered, That 279 6, 


the Committee appointed to manage the evi- 
* dence againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, be at 
liberty to proceed in ſuch manner as they ſhall 
* think moſt important for the ſpeedieſt expediting 
of the ſaid Trial.” Then upon a meſſage from 
the Lords, importing, that their Lordſhips were 
ready to proceed on the trial of Thomas Farl of 
Macclesfield, the names of the managers were call- 


ed over by the clerk, being nineteen in number, 
dig. 


Sir George Oxenden, Bart. 

Sir Clement Wearge, Kt. Solicitor General. 

Sir Thomas Pengelly, Kt. his Majeſty's primier Ser- 
jeant at law. 

Sir William Strickland, Bart. 


1 1 
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The Hon. George Doddington, Eſq; 

The Rt. Hon. the Lord Morpeth. 

Arthur Onflow, Eſq; 

Thomas Palmer, Eſq; 

Walter: Plummer, Fq; 

Sir Fohn Ruſhout, Bart. 

Edward Thompſon, Eſq; 

Philip Gibbon, Elq, 

Fobn Hedges, Eſq; 

Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 

* Weſt, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Counſels 
at law. 8 

Fobn Snell, Eſq; 

Thomas Lutwych, Eſq; 

The Hon. Thomas Gower, Eſq; 

Walter Cary, Eq; 


Thetryal of | And the ſaid managers went up to the bar of the 
Tone: Earl houſe of Lords, to proceed on the ſaid Tryal, which 


— begun held till Wedueſday, the 26th. 


On Thurſday the 27th, the Lords ſent a meſ- 
ſage to th: Commons, acquainting them, That 
their Lordſhips were ready to give judgment againſt 
Thomas Earl of Macclesfizld, if the Commons, with 
their Speaker, would come and demand the ſame. 
Hereupon a motion was made,and the queſtion pro- 
poſed, That this houſe will demand judgment of the 
Lords againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; which 
occaſioned a warm debate, that laſted till about five 
o*clock. in the afternoon, when the previous queſtion 
being put, That that queſtion be now put, it was 
carried in the affirmative by a majority of 136 voi- 
ces againſt n, and then the main queſtion being put, 
it was reſolved, That this houſe will demand judg- 
ment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield. This done, 
the Commons reſolved, Nemine Centradicente, That 
the thanks of this houſe be given to the members, 
who were appointed the managers of the impeach- 


ment 
o 
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ment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, for their 

faithful management in their diſcharge of the truſt ' 

| repoſed in them. Hereupon Mr. Speaker gave them The Speaker 


(they ſtanding up ſeverally in their places) the thanks mon Perch 


of the houſe, as follows: to the ma- | 

k Nagers a- | 

"53% | gainſt the Z 
Gentlemen, Earl of Mac- 


II is with the greateſt chearfulneſs, that I obeß 
© | the commands of the houſe on this occaſion ; 

* and yet I was never, on any occaſion, more ſenſi- 

© ble of thedifficulty of performing them as I ought; 

but I have this ſatisfaction in this motion's being 
© made when I leaſt expected it, that my not be- 

ing prepared may be ſome excuſe for thoſe de- 

* fefts, which I ſhould not have been able to have 
* ſupplied, had I had ever ſo long a time for con- 
© ſideration, | 


Gentlemen, 5 
Lou have maintained the charge of the Com- 
* mons, with that force of argument, beauty of ex- 
* preſſion, and ſtrength of reaſon, as would have 
gained you the higheſt —_— in the moſt flou- 


: © riſhing of the Grecian Commonwealths ; and I 
: may add, | 

ö | — Nec dignius unquam % 

e Majeſtas meminit ſeſe Romana loquutam. 


© But I ſhall not inlarge farther on this part of your 
n praiſe, being ſenſible that I ani not able to expreſs 
my ſelf in a manner ſuitable to the dignity of the 
( nubject; your own tongues are only ſuitable to 
„ luch an undertaking ; and were I able to do it, 
your modeſty would not permit it: I ſhall there- 
ore proceed inobeyingthecommands of the houſe, 
© WW in fuch a manner, as you yourſelves may hear it, 
„not only without offence, but I hope with ſatisfac- 
tion; by endeavouring to ſet in their proper lights 
i YOGTXN L | the 
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the great and laſting benefits your country will re. 
ceive by your faithful diſcharge of your duty. 
< You have ſtopped the cries of orphans, and 
dried up the tears of the widow ;z even thoſe who 
muſt ever be inſenſible of the benefits they receive, 
ideots and lunatics, (and ſuch only can be inſenſ; 
ble of them) will be partakers of the fruits of your 
labours. 

But you are more particularly intitled to the 
thanks of this houſe, by having made the proſe. 
cutions of the Commons, againſt great offenders, 
practicable : The power of impeachment, That 
{word of vengeance, which the conſtitution has put 
into the hand of the Commons, (and which, when 
drawn by party-rage, when directed by the ma- 
lice of faction, or weilded by unſkilful hands, has 
too often wounded that conſtitution it was intend- 
ed to preſerve) has now, by your able management, 
turned its edge to his proper object, a great offen- 
der; and if the wound it has given, ſhould not be 
ſo deep, as many expect; yet you may be very 
ſure, it never can be imputed to the want of 
ſtrength in your arm: And I hope and truſt, from 
your prudent conduct through the whole progrels 
of the tryal, that this great privilege of the Com- 
mons will ever remain a terror to evil doers; and 
that, it may be a praiſe, to them that do well; the 
houſe has unanimouſly come to this reſolution, 


* Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That the thanks 

of this houſe be given to the members, who were 
appointed the managers of the impeachment a- 
gainſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, for their faith- 
jul management in their diſcharge of the truſt re- 
poſed in them, 


The Commons unanimouſly reſolved, that Mr. 


Speaker be deſired to print the ſpeech he had made 
on that occaſion. z and ſent Sir Milliam Gage with a 


meſſage 
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. WW meſſage to the Lords, to acquaint them, That the 
Commons, with their Speaker, intended immediate- ) 

d ly to come to the houſe of Lords, to demand judg- 

ment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, and there- 

fore deſired the Painted Chamber and paſſages to the 

houſe of Lords might be cleared. 

Which deſire being readily complied with, the 

Commons, with Mr. Speaker, (with the mace) went 

up to the bar of the houſe of Lords; where Mr. 

Speaker having demanded judgment againſt Thomas 

Earl of Macclesfield, for the high crimes and miſde- 

meanors of which he was impeached by the Com- 

mons, the Lords, by the Mouth of Sir Peter King, 

their Speaker, gave the following judgment, viz. 

| That Thomas Fart of Macclesfield be fined in the ſum 

of thirty thouſand pounds unto our ſovereign Lord the 

King; and that be be impriſoned in the tower of Lon- 

don, and there kept in ſafe cuſtody, until he ſhall pay 

the ſaid fine. | 


c 


On the 31/ it was reſolved; Nemine Contradicente, — 3 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, — 
That he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order that 4s fine. 
the fine impoſed by the houſe of Lords, on Thomas 

Earl of Macclesfield, or any part thereof (as the 

* ſame ſhall be paid in to the Excheguer ) be iſſued 

and paid in to the court of Chancery, to be applied 

© towards making good any of the loſſes of the ſui- 

tors, occaſioned by thedeficiencies of the maſters of 

© the ſaid court, as that court ſhall think fit to direct.“ 

And it was ordered, That the ſaid Addreſs be pre- 

ſented to his Majeſty by ſuch members of this 

houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy 
Council. About half an hour after, M. Chancellor of 

the Exchequer reported to the houſe, That the ad- 

dreſs of this houſe (that the Earl of Macclesfield*s 


Mr. de may be applied to the benefit of the ſuitors of 
made ¶ the ſaid Court) had been preſented to his Maje- 


mp a Wy; and that his Majeſty had commanded him to. + 
eſſage 
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acquaint this houſe, That his Majeſty would give 
the neceſſary orders according to the defire of thi 
houſe. The houſe of Lords made an Addreſs to 


the ſame purpoſe ; and received the like anſwer, 


The moſt material tranſactions in the houſe of 
Lords this ſeſſion, are \contained in the following 


Proteſts relating to the City Bill, the late Lord Bo- | 


tingbroke, the Earl of Macclesfield, the bills relating 
to the Civil Lift, and the Highlands in Scotland. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and be 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled. | 


The humble Petition of the freemen of the city of Lon- 4 
don, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf 
of themſelves and their fellow-citizens. 


FT HAT Four petitioners waited with much pa- ter 


tience and contentment of mind, (as very well I pr 
became them, ) while the bill lately depending in the 


honourable houſe of Commons, intitled, An AF for an 


of London; but, notwithſtanding, your petitioners, 


regulating elections in the city of London, and for (@ 
maintaining the peace, good order and government of vi 
the ſame city, was there a forming. | wi 
, That they were fully perſuaded that the fame at WW or 
laſt would be there ſo finiſhed, as fully to anſwer the 

title thereof, and the good intentions which that tic 
honourable houſe always bears towards the citizens MW m 


with great concern of mind, humbly crave leave to ¶ ne 
repreſent to your Lordſhips, that the ſaid bill now IM je 
tranſmitted thence to your Lordſhips, in the form it ¶ {ic 
now ſtands, will not only, as your petitioners appre- N ch 
hend, highly affect the rights and privileges of the I he 


freemen in particular, but the laudable and ancient ¶ te 


government and cuſtoms of the city in general, in ¶ ti 


many inſtances, ſome of which with perfect duty, ¶ th 


ſub- 
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ſubmiſſion and reſignation, we beg leave to lay be- 
fore your Lordſhips. 

For that the ſaid bill takes away from great num- 
bers of the freemen (other than paupers and non- 
jurors) the undoubted rights which they before had 
of voting in their corporate elections, without any 
crime or fault in them aſſigned. 

For that it deſtroys the former qualifications of a 
voter in wardmote elections, and hath ſubſtituted a 


new, complicated and uncertain one, in the room of 


it, and which, as your pctitioners apprehend, may 
be productive of various controverſies and diſputes. 
For that the ſaid bill, in effect, leaves all the re- 
maining votes of the city at the mercy of the preſi- 
ding officer, who may ſtill declare as he may be 


inclined, without granting a copy of the poll ſeru- 


tinized, or giving any account what votes he al- 
lows or difallows, notwithſtanding this bill; whence 
the remedy either for the injured candidate or vo- 
ter becomes exceeding difficult, if not wholly im- 
practicable. | 
For that the bill in a manner aboliſhes the ancient 
and laudable cuſtom of diſtribution of freemens per- 
ſonal eſtates, ſo agreeable to natural equity, and ſo 
wiſely adapted to the proſperity of a trading city, 
without juſt occaſion, and upon ſuggeſtions not well 
grounded, as we humbly apprehend, — 
Laſtly, For that by the ſame bill, as your peti- 
tioners humbly apprehend, the Commoners in com- 
mon council, who are two hundred and thirty four 
in number, and tho? they are all unanimous, may 
nevertheleſs be reſtrained from applying to his Ma- 
jeſty, or either houſe of Parliament, upon any occa- 
ſion, how neceſſary ſoever, from iſſuing out of the 
chamber ſo much as one farthing upon any occaſion, 
how juſt ſoever, or ſeal any city leaſe, tho? upon 
terms ever ſo advantageous, or come to any reſolu- 
tion whatſoever, and how reaſonable ſoever, without 
the conſent of the Mayor and Aldermen, or the ma- 
L 3 Jority 
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jority of them, tho' there ſhould be no more than 
three of them there preſent: And this, as it is ſaid, 
by the antient conſtitution of the city: And yet, 
which is very extraordinary, the ſame bill lays no 
reſtraint upon the power, which the Lord-Mayor and 
Aldermen 7 themſelves over the public purſe 
and the ſeal, which is now become very great and 
extenſive: If ſuch had been the ancient conſtitution 
of the city, your petitioners humbly beg leave to ſay, 
that the lame bath been ſo ancient, that few or no 
footſteps thereof have remained to this day; and that 
in the memories of the oldeſt of us, the ſame hath 
never ſo much as been claimed or mentioned by the 
Mayor and Aldermen except twice only; firſt in 
the year 1674, and now again very lately, and both 


times as ſoon relinquiſhed as mentioned: And yet 


we find by experience, that the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen are never wanting to aſſert the moſt re- 
mote pretenſions to all their rights and privileges. 

From ſuch alterations and innovations, your pe- 
titioners have too juſt cauſe to appehend, that the 
good fruit and effect intended by this bill, is not to 
be expected from it in the form it now ſtands, and 
that the controverſies and diſſentions he city, will 
not thereby be leſſened but increaſed. 


Wherefore your petitioners humbly intreat your 
Lordſhips to take the premiſſes. into your ten- 
der conſideration; to aſcertain the qualifications 
of the ſeveral voters in our elections; the man- 
ner of our elections; to put a check upon the 
behaviour of the preſiding officers; and to e- 
ftabliſh the good government and ancient cu- 
ſtoms of the city, in ſuch manner, as to your 
Lordſhips profound wiſdom ſhall ſeem juſt and 
reaſonable, and may be compatible with the 
rights, privileges and freedom of the ſaid city: 
And that your petitioners may be heard by their 
counſel, or other wiſc, what they have humb!y 

| to 
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to offer againſt ſuch parts of the ſaid bill as 


relate to the matters aforeſaid, in ſuch manner 


as your Lordſhips ſhall think fit, 
And your petitioners ſball ever pray, &c, 


Die Martis 13 Aprilis, 1725. 


Hadie tertia vice lecta eſt Billa, Intitled, An Act for 
regulating elections within the city of London, and 
preſerving the peace, good order, and govern- 
ment of the ſaid city. | ; 


And it being propoſed, to aſk the opinions of the 


judges, whether this bill does repeal any of the pre- 


ſcriptions, privileges, cuſtoms and liberties of the 


ſaid city of London, reſtored to them, or preſerved 


by the act paſſed in the ſecond year of King Willi- 
am and Queen Mary, for reſerving the judgment 
in a Quo Warrento againſt the city of London, and 
for reſtoring the ſaid city to its ancient rights and 
privileges, | , 


After Debate thereupon, 

The queſtion was put, whether the judges ſhall 
deliver their opinions upon the ſaid propofed que- 
ſtion? 


It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diffentient 


I, © it being enacted and Hectared, by the 


act mentioned in the queſtion, that the May- 

or, Commonalty, and Citizens of London, ſhall for 
ever hereafter remain, continue, and be preſcribed 
to be a body corporate in Re, Facto, & nomine, by 
the name of Mayor and Commonalty and Citizens 
of the city of London, and ſhall (as by law they 
ought) peaceably enjoy gll and every their rights, 
h L 4 | gifts, 
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gifts, charters, grants, liberties, privileges, franchi. 
ſes, cuſtoms, uſages, conſtitutions, preſcriptions, im- 
munities, markets, duties, tolls, lands, tenements, 
eſtates, and hereditaments whatſoever, which they 
had, or had a right or intereſt in, or to, at the time 
of giving the ſaid judgment: And we being appre. 
henſive that the alterations made in this bill, in the 
conſtitution of the common council, and other an. 
cient rights, franchiſes and preſcriptions of the city, 
may utterly aboliſh the ancient legal title of the city 
to their rights, franchiſes, preſcriptions, and conſti. 
tutions, in the particulars contained in the ſaid bill, 
and may, in conſequence thereof, work a total change 
of the whole ancient conſtitution of the corporation 
of the ſaid city, of greatly confound or prejudice the 1 
ſame, which has ſtood for ſo many ages, upon the 
foundation of its ancient title, rights and preſcrip- 
tions, confirmed by many grants made by his Maje- 
ſty's royal progenitors, and by many acts of Parlia- 
ment, all which were reſtored ſo ſoon after the hap- 
Py and glorious revolution, and which have been 
peaceably enjoyed to the preſent time, we are of opi- 
nion, that the ſolution of the ſaid queſtion by the 
judges, muſt have tended greatly to the neceſſary in- 
formation of the houſe, and to their better judgment 
upon a bill of ſo great importance, as well as to 
the ſatisfaction and quiet of the citizens of London, 
who, ſo far as we can collect from the petitioners 
againſt the bill, are greatly alarmed at the conſe- 
quence thereof, and we are ef opinion, that it was 
the more neceſſary, and more conſiſtent with the 
wiſdom of this houſe, to be informed of the law 
by the judges upon the queſtion propoſed, becauſe 
we don't find in this bill, any ſaving or confirma- 
tion of any of the ancient titles, rights, preſcrip- 
tions, privileges or franchiſes of the ſaid city re- 
N ſtored to them by the former law. 6 
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2. We think the queſtion ought to have been pro- 
poſed to the judges, the rather becauſe the opinions 

of ſeveral counſels were admitted to be read at the 


bar of the committee of the whole houſe, in fayour 


of the bill. | 7 
Bathurſt, Litchfield, Foley, 
Wharton, St. Jobn Bletſoe, Fran. Ceſtrienſis, 
Arundel, Strafford, Lechmere, 
Bruce, Bingley, Moni joy, 
Coventry, Gower, Abingdon, 
Briſtol, 3 pad 


Then after a long debate, 


The queſtion was put whether this bill, with the 


amendments, ſhall paſs. 
It was reſolved in the affirmative, 
Diſentient,” | 
Lechmere, Farrington. 


Rees we apprehend, that the Penalty of two Pe hy 
| hundred pounds upon the officer preſiding at — 
Wardmote elections, as well as at elections even for ty-bill. * 
members of parliament, is ſo ſmall, that it may be 
conftrued intoan indemnification, and be looked up- 

on rather as an encouragement than a reſtraint, by a 
wealthy, partial, and arbitrary officer, at leaſt, we 

are of opinion, that ſuch a one will not be ſufficient- 

ly deterred by it from returning ſuch candidates as 

he likes, rather than ſuch as the city chooſes, and if 

ever that melancholy caſe ſhould happen, we fear, 
neither the candidates nor voters, will be able to find 

an effectual method of doing juſtice for ſo flagrant 

an injury, either to themſelves or to the nation. 


2. Be- 


* , 2 * 
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2. Becauſe we cannot but think, from the evi. 
dence given at the bar, that this bill will take away 
from many citizens their right of voting in ward- 
mote elections, by giving an excluſion to all thoſe 


that inhabit houſes under ten pounds a year, even tho 


they pay pariſh duties, or thirty ſhillings in lieu of 
them, which we conceive an unjuſtifiable hardſhip 
upon thoſe who may have long enjoyed that right, 
and have had no crime objected to them, much leſs 

roved, as we think it ought to be, before they can 


> Juſtly be deprived of it. 


3. Becauſe by this bill no act is to paſs in com- 
mon council, for the future, (except what relates to 


the nomination of ſome few officers) without the al- 


ſent of the major part of the mayor and aldermen 
preſent in ſuch common council, which we conceive 
will give too great an addition of power to the 
mayor and aldermen, who have already many and 
large prerogatives inconteſtably allowed them by the 
commonalty of the city, and tho? the council for the 
bill inſiſted, That the mayor and aldermen had an- 


ciently that right, which this bill eſtabliſhes, yet the 


proof of that right appeared to us ſo remote and 


obſcure, that we our ſelves were too ſhort ſight- 
ed to diſcern it, and on the other ſide it appeared 
plain to us, that even from the time of incorporating 


the city to this preſent time, ſuch a claim has very 
ſeldom been made; and that it has never been ac- 
knowledged, and therefore we conceive if there be 
any foundation for ſuch right (which we are far from 
thinking there is) the diſpute ſhould be decided firſt 
in the inferior courts of juſtice, and rather determin- 
ed in the houſe of Lords upon an appeal, than ended 
by an act of Parliament, which ſeems to us ſuch a 
method of determining controverſies of this nature, 
as-may prove of the moſt dangerous conſequence to 
the rights and properties of all the ſubjects of Great - 
Britain, — | | 

4. Be- 


OC W — — 


5. 4.172 ö. DEBATES. 1535 
i- 4. Becauſe the bill aboliſhes the cuſtom relatin 


y ta the diſtribution of the perſonal eſtates of free ci- 
tizens,which is a cuſtom not only of great antiquity, 


le but ſeems to us to be wiſely calculated for the bene- 
ft of a trading city, and has been acquieſced under 
of for ſo many years, without the leaſt complaint of 
p any one free citizen that we ever heard of, that the 
t taking it away in this manner cannot but appear to 


's WH us too raſh and precipitate, and may too probably, 

n in our opinion, be very detrimental to the true in- 
tereſt of this ancient, Pope loyal, and hitherta «+ 
flouriſhing city, the preſervation of whoſe good or- 

» der and government, the bill it ſelf very juſtly and 

0 judiciouſly allows to be of the greateſt conſequence 

- to the whole kingdom. | Ea 

n 


e Scarſdale, Bruce, Mont jay, 

e Strafford, Fr. Ceſtrien*. Gower, 

d Boyle, Abingdon, Foley, 

e Bathurſt, Uxbridge, Briſtol, 

E Bingley, Wharton, Exeter, 

ſe Compton, Craven, Arundel, 

e Berkeley de Str. Weſton, Litchfield, 

d "WY St, Fohn Bletſoe, 
d Diane 

g For the foregoing reaſons, and thoſe that follow. 
Y (vix.) | | | 
1. D Ecauſe we are of opinion, that the great alte- 
N rations made by this bill in the ancient con- 
t ſtitution of the common- council and other the rights, 


franchiſes, and preſcriptions of the city of London, 
will, if paſſed into a law, intirely ſubvert and de- 
{troy the ancient title, which the city at this time 
lawtully claims, and has thereto, and will introduce 
and enact a new conſtitution upon the city, hereafter 
to be claimed and enjoyed, not upon the foundation 


of 
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of their ancient title, but of this act of Parliament, 
which muſt, as we conce ive, in all future times when- 
ever the city of London may have occaſion to aſſert 
or defend their ancient title and franchiſes, bring 
them under inſuperable difficulties, and may be fol- © 


lowed with dangerous conſequences, concerning the Pute 
very beingand conſtitution of the corporation, many don. 
ef which it is impoſſible to foreſee or enumerate. 
2. We are of opinion, That the new conſtitution cau 

of the common council enacted by this bill, whereby lers 
a negative is declared and given to the mayor and rig 
aldermen, not only in the making of by-laws, for ſid 
the government of the city, but in other acts con- ant 


cerning the iſſuing and diſpoſal of the treaſure of de 
the city, and alſo of the ſeal of the city, whereby rig 
their lands and other eſtates are ſubjected to the ſaid Ip 


negative, and in all other acts and powers at this the 
time, as we conceive, belonging to the common of 
council, excepting only the appointment of ſome an 


few officers, mentioned in the bill, is a dangerous in- 
novation upon the city, unſupported by any evidence 
offered at the bar, of the ancient conſtitution, and 
tho? in late time mentioned to be claimed, yet con- 
trary, as we conceive, to a clear uninterrupted and 
convincing proof of the exerciſe of the powers and 
authorities of the common council in all ages, to the 
29th of Fanuary 1723. And we conceive the alte- 
ration made by the bill, in this reſpect, to be the U 
more unwarrantable, becauſe, the written evidence 
offered to ſupport the claim of a negative by the 


terms, unapplicable to that claim, and not maintain- 


ed by ſubſequent practice, or was drawn from pro- 


cegdings in times of trouble and confuſion. 


3. We are of opinion, that the extraordinary 
power given by this bill to the mayor and aldermen, 
will veſt in them new and exorbitant authorities over 

| ail * 


0 
” | f 
mayor and aldermen, was either conceived in general h 
C 

\ 

| 

| 
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all the citizens, their rights, liberties and franchiſes 
of all kinds, inconſiſtent with that balance of power 


in the city, by which the ſame have been preſerved, 
and in the future exerciſe thereof muſt, as we con- 


ceive, lay the foundation of conſtant and laſting diſ- 


putes, diviſions, and diſtraction in the city of Lon- 
don. 


4. We think this bill, is the more dangerous, be- 
cauſe it creates a new conſtitution in ſeveral particu- 
lars contained in it, not framed upon the ancient 
rights, proved or pretended to, or diſputed oneither 
fide, but is a new model without due regard to the 
antecedent rights, as claimed byeither ſide, and will 
deprive a great number of citizens of their ancient 
rights and franchiſes in elections, and otherwiſe, 
without leaving them any opportunity of aſſerting 
the ſame by due courſe of law, and is a precedent 
of the moſt dangerous conſequence to all the cities 
and corporations of this kingdom. 


5. We are of opinion, that the abolition of the 
ancient cuſtom of the city, touching the perſonal 
eſtates of freemen, is a dangerous innovation, tend- 
ing to let in to the government of the city, perſons 
unexperienced and unpracticed in the laudable and 
beneficial trade of the city and kingdom, and unfit 
for the magiſtracy of the city, and may thereby in- 
troduce improper and pernicious influences over the 
citizens; and we think that the ſtrength, the riches, 
power and ſaſety of the city of London, have been 
hitherto, in a great meaſure, ſupported by this and 
other cuſtoms of the city, as the walls thereof; and 
we fear that the decay of trade, and with that of the 
grandeur of the city of London, and the diminution 
and loſs of the great exciſes and duties ariſing from 
the trade of the city, on which the ſupport of his 
Majeſty's government ſo much depends, may be the 

conſequence 
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bill, ought to be of far greater weight, than the pe. 


his Majefty*s wiſe and gentle government. 


— 
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conſequence of the abolition of this ancient cuſtom {MW Di/ 


and privilege of the freemen of the city of London. 


6. Becauſe we are of opinion, that the petition of 
the many thouſand free-men of the city againſt this 


tition of fifteen aldermen for it, and that the confu- 
fion which may ariſe from this bill, if paſſed into a 
law, may tend greatly to the future diſturbance of 


Wharton, Strafford, Coventry. 


Die Veneris 16 Aprilis 1725. 


Hodie prima vice lefta eſt billa, intitled, an act for los 
redeeming the annuities 25000 J. per Annum, ant 
charged on the civil liſt revenues by an act of the ¶ ap 
7th year of his Majeſty's reign, and for diſcharging the 
the debts and arrears due from his Majeſty to his in 
ſervants, tradeſmen and others. di 

Then a motion was made, that an humble ad- WI 


dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be I lis 


graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that the proper ¶ ci 
officer, or officers, of Exchequer, exciſe, cuſtoms, and I th 
poſt-office, do lay before this houſe, anaccountot all I oi 
monies which have been iſſued and paid out of the Ill th 
ſaid offices, to any perſon or perſons on account for I p 
the privy putſe, ſecret ſevice, penſions, bounties, g 
or any ſum or ſums of money to any perſon or Ib 
perſons whatſoever, without account, from the d 
25th day of March 1721, to the 2 5th day of March 1 
1725. | 
Which being objected to, after debate, 0 
The queſtion was put, whether ſuch an addreſs Ne 
ſhall be preſented to his Majeſty ? 
It was reſolved in the negative, 


Diſentient 


725. 
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ton, 
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Diſſentient.” _ | 
Lecbmere, Fr. Ceftrien. Bathurſt. 

Strafford, Warrington, 


Die Lune 19 Aprilis 1725. 


Hodie tertia vice lea eſt billa, intitled, an act for 
redeeming the annuities, &c. 

The queſtion was put, whether this bill ſhall paſs ? 

It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient.“ | 
Ecauſe this bill is to raiſe a great ſum of mo- pre 2 
ney, which, will, as we apprehend, become a #int the 

burthen upon the public, and increaſe that immenſe © the (iu. 
load of debt, which is already above fifty millions, At. 
and therefore, in our opinion, requires the utmoſt 
application to diminiſh it, and cannot but give us 
the moſt melancholy proſpect, whenever, eſpecially 
ina time of peace and tranquillity, we find any ad- 
dition is made to it; and ſince his Majeſty's revenue 
when firſt ſettled, was thought. ſufficient by the Par- 
liament to anſwer all the neceſſary eXpences of his 
civil government, and is larger, as weconceive, than 
that of his predeceſſors; and fince that revenue has, 
once already, and not long ago, received an aid of 
the like ſum, we think we were fully juſtified in ex; 
petting an account of the reaſons of contracting ſo | 
great a debt; and becauſe that was refuſed to be laid 
before us, we are of opinion, we cannot diſcharge our 
duty to our country, if we ſhould thus uninformed 
and in the dark, give our conſent to this bill, which 
being the ſecond of this kind, within a ſhort compaſs 
of time, we apprehend may prove of more perni- 
clous example. 8 


® Strafford, Boyle, 
Foley, Bruce. 
357 Dis 


Pirtiaſtentagy A. 1725. 
Die Lune 26 Die Aprilis 1745. 


A meſſage was brought from the houſe of Com- 
mons by Sir George Oxenden and others, with their 
replication to the anſwer of Thomas Earl of Maccles- 
fold, to the articles of impeachment exhibited by 
them againſt him, which was read. 

Then the houſe being moved to appoint Thurſday 
ſevennight at eleven o'clock in the forenoon for the 
trial of the ſaid Earl, at the bar of this houſe. 

The ſame was objected to, and a queſtion being 
ſtated upon the ſaid motion. | 
It was moved to leave out theſe words, (v72.) at 
the bar of this houſe. / 

Aſter debate, the queſtion was put, Whether thoſe 
words ſhall ſtand part of the queſtion ? 

It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient.* | 

Proteſt a. 1. D Ecauſe we are of opinion, that it highly con- 
2 27 of cerns the honour and dignity of this houſe, 
Macclesfield, in all caſes of impeachment, that the trial ſhould 
9 be had in the moſt public and ſolemn manner, That 
being moſt ſuitable to the laws and conſtitution of 

this kingdom, in all caſes whatſoever, but is more 
eſpecially requiſite in a proſecution of the Commons 

of Great-Britain, begun and carried on by their re- 
preſentatives in Parliament, for which reaſon, we 
think, that this trial ought to be had in Weſtminſter- 

Hall, and not at the bar of this houſe, where it is 


impoſſible, as we conceive, to provide room, and 


other conveniencies, for the attendance of the houſe 
of Commons, and ſuch others of the ſubjects of this 
kingdom, who may be deſirous to be preſent at this 
trial. | | 


2. We are of opinlon, that it is a juſtice due to 
the Earl, who is impeached, to give him the oppor- 
| Be tunity 


/ 
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tunity of vindicating himſelf, and to aſſert his inno- 
cence, in the moſt public manner imaginable ; the 
crimes Where with he is charged by his impeachment, 
being of that nature, as render it, as we conceive, 
moſt deſirable, and even neceſſary, on his part, to 
give univerſal ſatisfaction of his innocence, in a caſe 
wherein his honour, and that of his poſterity, are 
ſo highly concerned. , | 


3. We are of opinion that it is of great moment 
to the honour and dignity of the crown, the fountain 
of juſtice, that the rrial of this impeachment ſhould 
be had in that place, which may be moſt ſatisfactory 
to the whole nation; becauſe the articles, whereby: 
the Earl ſtands impeached, relate to the adminiſtra- 
tion of the public juſtice of this kingdom, and con- 
fiſt of facts or matters charged on him, while he 
was Lord High Chancellor, and as ſuch, was intruſt- 
ed by his Majeſty with the execution of the molt 
eminent office and ſtation concerning the admini- 
{tration of juſtice, bh | 


4. Becauſe, we obſerve, that the Earl impeached 
has in his defence by his anſwer, in ſome degree, in- 
volved the honour of many great perſonages, peers 
of this realm, and others, ſome living, and others 
long ſince deceaſed, but whoſe deſcendants are now 
Peers, and members of this houſe, in the conſidera- 
tion of the matters and crimes charged on himſelf, 
which circumſtance of the defence, being, as it ſeems 
to us, in the opinion of the Earl, material to be ex- 


ammed into upon the trial; we are of opinion that 


in this reſpect alſo, the place of trial is become of 
more importance, and moſt proper to be in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, and not at the bar of this houſe, where 
the examinations muſt unavoidably, as we conceive, 


be leſs public, and in that reſpect leſs ſatisfactory. 
Vor. IX. M 5. It 
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5. It appearing to us, by ſeveral reports delivered 
to this houſe, by his Majeſty's direction, which relate 
to the adminiſtration of the juſtice of the high court 
of Chancery, while the ſaid Earl was Lord High 
Chancellor, that there are very great deficiencies, of 
the money and effects belonging to orphans and wi- 
dows, and others the ſuitors of the court, which mo- 
ney and effects were brought into the court, or in 
the hands of the maſters in Chancery, and which de- 
ficiencies, as they appear to us, amount to a great 
many thouſand pounds, as yet wholly unſatisfied and 
unſecured, for this reaſon, we are of opinion, that 
it is neceſſary for the public ſatisfaction, and particu- 
tarly of the ſuitors concerned, that this trial ſhould 
be had, not only in the moſt ſolemn manner, but in 
the moſt public place alſo. 


6. We do not find, that any impeachment of the 
Commons, has been tried at the bar of this houſc, 
or in any other place than in Meſtminſter-Hall, ſince 
the reſtoration of King Charles the Second, and be. 
fore that period, the impeachment of the Earl of 
Strafford was tried in Weſtminſter-Hall. We find 
allo that ſince the reſtoration, every Peer who has 
been tried by this houſe, either on an impeachment 


or indictment, has had his trial in Veſiminſter-Hall, 


and not at the bar of this houſe, and ſometime after 


the late happy revolution, private perſons, impeached 
by the Commons for frauds and cheats relating to 


the Luſtring Company, and private traffic, were ap- 


$894] by this houſe to be tried in Meſtminſter- 


Hall. The impeachment of Dr. Sachevere!!, for mil- 
demeanors committed in the pulpit, was tried there 
alſo; for which reaſon we are of opinion, that this 


impeachment being, as we conceive, of the higheſt 
conſequence to the honour of the crown and king- 
dom, ought to be conſidered, at leaſt, with equal 
regard, as to the place of trial, and in every other 
refped, with any of thoſe trials before-mentiooe?, 

| 1 
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and the rather, for that the method of the proceed- 
ings on trials of impeachments, if had at the bar of 


this houſe, contrary to the general courſe ſince the 
reſtoration, are therefore more unſettled by any late 


precedents, and in that reſpect, may be liable to 


more difficulties and delays, than if had in Weft- 
minſter-Hall. | 


7. We think that no conſideration of delay, 
which may be accaſioned for a little time, by the 
preparations to be made in Weſtminſter-Hall, or any 
other account during the trial, are an equivalent con- 
ſideration, and to be balanced with the public ſatiſ- 
faction; which, in every reſpect, is, in our opinion, 
due to this proceeding, and eſpecially with regard 
to the place of trial. 


Wharton, Scarſdale, Foley, 
Coventry, Strafford, Boyle. 
Lechmere, Gower, | 


I diſſent for all the afore-mentioned reaſons, ex- 
cept the fourth. Montyoy. 


Then the queſtion was put, that Thomas Earl of 


Macclesfield be tried at the bar of this houſe, on 


Thurſday ſe'nnight at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, upon the impeachment for high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, exhibited againſt him by the houſe 
of Commons. 

It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient .* 
tag the reaſons mentioned in the foregoing pro- 
telt, | 


Scarſdale, Wharton, Lechmere. 
Strafford, Coventry, - 
F. oley , Boyle, 

Die 
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Die Lune 3 Maij 172g. 


_ Hodie tertia vice lecta eſt billa, intitled, an af? for 
bill for dif. more effeFual diſarming the Highlands in that part of 
arming the  Great-Britain called Scotland, and for the better ſecu- 
2 x 
Scotland, Ting the peace and quiet of that part of the kingdom. 
Then the queſtion was put, Whether this bill with 
the amendments, ſhall pals ? | | 


It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient.* 


1. JD Ecauſe the bill ſets forth, that many perſons 
| B in the Highlands, commit many robberies 
and depredations, and oppoſe the due execution of 
juſtice againſt robbers,outlaws,and perſons attainted; 
which aſſertion, we conceive, was meant as an in- 
ducement to paſs the bill, and therefore ſnould have 
been fully made out by proof, or been undeniably 
clear from its notoriety : but no proof was attempted 
to be made of it; and we have not heard that ſuch 
outrages as are charged upon the Highlanders, have 
been committed by them of late. by 


2. We apprehend that this bill gives to Lord- 
Lieutenants of counties, juſtices of the peace, and 
others, ſuch large and diſcretionary powers in ſome 
caſes, as are hardly to be truſted in the hands of 
any perſons in a free government, unleſs apparent- 
ly neceſſary for the preſervation of it. 


3. Since the behaviour of the Highlanders has 
been peaceable and inoffenſive for ſome years paſt, 
and is ſo at preſent, as far as it appears to us; we 
cannot but fear that this bill may prove unſeaſonabie, 
may hazatd the loſs of that invaluable bleſſingwhich 
we now enjoy, à perfect calm and tranquillity, and 
raiſe among theſe people that ſpirit of diſcontent and 

uneaſineſs, which now ſeems intirely laid; for we 
Ns 88 apprehend, 


W K -« = «a 7. ,7þ&A RV - ma a 31 


„ a. 


B 


Ars, DEBATES. 


apprehend, that the execution of ſome authorities in 

this bill, is more likely to create, than to prevent 

diſorders : We think it applies ſevere remedies, 

where, as far as we perceive, there is no diſeaſe 

and this at a time when the Highlanders not being 

accuſed of any enormities for which, in our opini- 

ons, the legiſlature ought in juſtice to puniſh them, 

or in prudence to fear them; we think it would be- 
come us, as good patriots, to endeavour rather to 

keep them quiet, than make them ſo, 


Wharton, Gower, Scarſdale. 
Litchfield, Boyle, 


Die Sabbati 22 Maii, 1725, 


165 


H E houſe, according to order, was adjourned Proteft e- 
during pleaſure, and put into a Committee on bill for re- 
the bill, intitled, An ad for enabling Henry St. John, ns the, 
late Viſcount Bolingbroke, and the heirs male of his Lord Boling- 


body, notwithſtanding his attainder, to take and en- 
joy ſeveral manors, lands, and hereditaments, &c. and 
for other purpoſes therein expreſſed. 


And being reſumed, | 
The queſtion was put, whether the houſe ſhall be 
put into a Committee again upon the ſaid bill, on 
Monday next at ten o'clock in the forenoon ? 
I: was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 

Ecauſe we apprehend it to be inconſiſtent with 
the honour and dignity, which, 1n all caſes, 
ſhould be obſerved in the proceedings of this houſe, 
to make a reſolution, eſpecially upon debate to put 
the houſe into a Committee on this bill, at the ſame 
inſtant or moment of time, on which, by an order 
of the twenty firſt inſtant, it was reſolved, that the 
houſe would proceed farther on the impeachment of 
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the Earl of Macclesfield ; and it does not appear to 
us, that any precedent is to be found on the journals 
of this houſe, to warrant this reſolution, -in that re- 


ſpect. 


2. We conceive that this reſolution may draw on 
a debate, or doubt in the houſe, touching the prefe- 
rence to be given by the houſe, to the farther pro- 
greſs on this bill, or to the farther proceed ing on 
the ſaid impeachment; which debate, if any ſuch 
ſhould happen, we think may be attended with ill 
conſequences: The matter of the ſaid impeachment, 
ſo preſſing and neceſſary in our opinions to the pub- 
lic juſtice of the nation, being compared with this 
bill, which contains, as we think, extraordinary and 
undeſerved bounty and reward to a perſon impeach- 
ed by the Commons, and as yet attainted for trea- 
ſons, which tended to the overthrow of the Proteſ- 
tant ſucceſſion to the crown of theſe realms, and to 
the placing of the Pretender on the Throne, 


Coventry, Warrin gton, Lechmere. 


Die Lune 24, Maii, 1725. 


Hodie tertia vice lefta eſt billa, intitled, An af for 

enabling Henry St. John, /ate Viſcount Bolingbroke, 

and the heirs male of his body, notwithſtanding his at- 
tainder, to take and enjoy ſeveral manors, lands, &c. 


After debate, | 


Thequeſtionwas put, whether this bill ſhall paſs? 
It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient.* 
Warrington, Wharton, Scarſdale. 


1. Be- 


8 
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1. HB Ecauſe the pur port and intention of this bill 

B is to repeal ſeveral acts of Parliament paſſed 
ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion, whereby all the eſtate 
and intereſt of the late Lord Bolingbrote in the lands 
mentioned in this bill, being forfeited to the crown 
for high treaſon, were veſted in truſtees, and ſtill 
remain appropriated to the uſe and benefit of the 
public; the value of which lands amount, as we be- 
lieve, to ſeveral thouſand pounds per ann. Where- 
fore we think it unjuſt to all the ſubjects of this 
kingdom, who have borne many heavy taxes, occa- 
ſioned, as we believe, in great meaſure, by the trea- 
ſons committed, and the rebellion which was en- 
couraged by this perſon, to take from the public 
the benefit of his forfeiture. | 


2. It appears from the articles of impeachment 
exhibited by the Commons againſt the late Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, whereon he now ſtands attainted by act of 
Parliament, that he ſtood charged with the eommiſſi- 
on of ſeveral treaſons of the moſt flagrant and dan- 
gerous nature; committed by him while he was Se- 
cretary of ſtate to her late Majeſty Queen Anne, for 
traiterouſly betraying her moſt ſecret counſels to the 


French King, then at war, and in enmity with her 


Majeſty ; and with other treaſons, tending to deſtroy 
the balance of Europe, and to raiſe the then exorbi- 
tant power of the French King, who, not long before 
had publicly acknowledged the Pretender to be the 
jawfal and rightful King of theſe realms, | 


3. The treaſons wherewith he was charged, we 
conceive, were fully confeſſed by his flight from the 
juſtice of Parliament, but his guilt was afterwards, 
as we think, indiſputably demonſtrable, by the new 
treaſons he openly and avowedly committed againſt 
his preſent Majeſty ; it being notorious, and it ha- 
Ving been declared to the houſe on the debate of this 
bill, that he did, ſoon after his flight, enter public- 
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y into the counſels and ſervice of the Pretender, 
who was then fomenting and carry ing on a rebellion 
within theſe kingdoms, for the dethroning his Ma- 
jeſty ; into which rebellion, many of his Majeſty' 
ſubjects as well Peers as Commoners were drawn, 
as we believe, by the example or influence of the 
late Lord Bolingbroke, and for which treaſons many 
Peers and Commoners have been ſince attainted, and 
ſome of them executed, and their eſtates, both rea] 
and perſonal, became forfeited by their attainders, 
and as yet continue under thoſe forfeitures. 


4. We have not been informed of any parti- 
cular public ſervices, which this perſon hath per- 
formed to his Majeſty or this nation, ſince his com- 
miſſion of the many high and dangerous treaſons, 
before mentioned; and in caſe he has done any, they 


muſt be of ſuch a nature as ought, in our opinions, 


to be rewarded in another manner than is provided 
by this bill, and for which we think the crown 1s 
otherwiſe ſufficiently enabled; And the ſincerity of 
his having quitted the intereſt of the Pretender may, 
in our opinions, be juſtly ſuſpected z he never ha- 
ving, as appears to us throughout the progreſs of 


this bill in boch houſes, once ſignified his ſorrow 


for the treaſons he had committed; and if he had 
really abandoned that intereſt, his private intelli- 
gences or ſervices, with regard to the intereſt or 
counſels of the Pretender, can't reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed, in our opinions, to be of great value. 


5. We think that no aſſurances which this perſon 
hath given, nor any ſervices he can have perform'd 


fince his commiſſion of the treaſons aforeſaid, or any 
farther obligations he can enter into, can be a ſuih- 
cient ſecurity to his Majeſty or the kingdom againſt 
his future inſincerity, which may happen, he having 
already ſo often violated the moſt ſolemn aſſurances 
and obligations, and in defiance of them, having 


openly 
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openly attempted the dethroning his Majeſty, and 
the deſtruction of the liberties of his country. 


6. We think the ſervices he may have performed, 
if any, ought not to be rewarded either in the de- 
gree, or in the manner provided by this bill, it ha- 
ving been found by experience, in caſes of like na- 
ture, that the ſtrongeſt aſſurances have afterwards 
proved deceitful ; for which reaſon, we conceive it 
to be unwiſe and dangerous to give ſuch rewards as 
cant berecalled, tho' the aſſurances ſhould be broke, 
and we believe it to be the known policy, and uni- 
verſal practiſe of wiſe governments to keep the per- 
ſons (claiming merit from ſuch ſervices as the late 
Lord Bolingbroke can poſſibly have performed, fince 
the commiſſion of his treaſons) dependent on the go- 
vernment, for the continuance of thoſe rewards. 


7. The pardon of the late Lord Bolingbroke under 
the great ſeal, having been communicated to the 
houle,. and under conſideration on the debate of this 
bill; we think that this bill ought not to paſs, be- 
cauſe it may hereafter be conſtrued in ſome degree to 
confirm or countenance that pardon : And we are 


of opinion, that that pardon, tho? it may be legal 


as to the treaſons committed by him ſince his at- 
tainder, yet ſo far as it may be conſtrued (if that 
ſhould ever be) to pardon or affect the act of attain- 
derof the late Lord Bolingbroke, or the impeachment 
of the Commons on which that act is founded; it is 
« moſt dangerous violation of the ancient rights, and 
freedom of the kingdom, and will defeat the whole 
uſe and effe& of impeachments by the Commons, 
which is, as we think, the chief inſtitution ariſing 
even from the conſtitution itſelf, for the preſervation 
of the government, and for the attaining Parliamen- 
tary juſtice; and tends, as we conceive,to render the 
rights and judicature of this houſe on impeachments 
and bills of attainder, vain and uſeleſs : All which 

ancient 
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ancient rights of both houſes, and of the ſubjects of 
this nation, were ſaved to them by the revolution, 
and were intended as we conceive, to have been 
for ever preſerved to them in their full extent, by 
the act paſſed in the reign of the late King Willian, 
of ever glorious memory, by which the crown of 
theſe realms is limited and ſettled on his preſent Ma. 
jeſty and his iſſue, and in which act it ſtands decla. 
red, That no pardon under the great ſeal ſhall be 
pleadable to an impeachment of the Commons. 


8. We are of opinion, that the power of diſpen. 
ſing mercy, is an inherent right of the crown of theſe 
realms, and the exerciſe of 1t of great benefit to the 
people, when it is wiſely and properly applied; but 
it being incumbent on us in the vote we give, for, 
or againſt, paſling this bill, to judge between the 
late Lord Bolingbroke, and to conſider the right and 
title he appears to us to have to the benefits of this 
bill, and the concern, which, on the other ſide, the 
honour, intereſt and ſafety of the King and his royal 
family, and the whole kingdom have, in our opi- 
nion, from the conſequences of it : We think we 
cannot be juſtified in our own thoughts, with re- 

gard to the latter, or to our poſterity z if we ſhould 


conſent that this bill ſhould paſs. 
Coveulry, Clinton, Onſlow, 
Briſtol, Lechmere, 
Die Mercurii 26, Mali, 1725. 
— 2 T was moved to reſolve, That Thomas, Earl of 
Earl of Macclesfield, ſhall be for ever incapable of any 
Mack geld. office, place, or employment in the ſtate, or com- 
monwealth. 


4 And after debate thereupon, 


The queſtion was put, whether the ſaid Earl K* 
e 
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be for ever incapable of any office, place, or em- 


ployment in the ſtate, or commonwealth ? 
It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient.* 
Hatton. 


ty of the crown, the ſecurity of our religious 
and civil rights, and the preſervation of our moſt 

excellent conſtitution in church and ſtate, intirel 
n- depend upon the probity, integrity, and ability of 
eſe Wl thoſe perſons whom his Majeſty ſhall call to his coun- 
ſels; and who ſhall be employed in any office, 


but place, or employment, in the ſtate, or common- 
or, WM wealth. 


2. Becauſe we conceive a perſon impeached by 
the houſe of Commons, of corruption of the deepeſt 
the dye; and who, after a full and legal tryal, was by 

this houſe unanimouſly found guilty of high crimes 
pi- WW and miſdemeanors, charged on him by the houſe of 
we Commons; which high crimes and miſdemeanors 
re- ¶ were committed by him in the execution of his high 

ſtation, as Lord High Chancellor of Great-Britain; 
ought not to be exempted from this part of the ſen- 
tence, which has always been thought proper to be 
inflicted by our anceſtors, both in regard to the 
ſafety of the government, and the juſtice of this 
houſe, on perſons convicted of crimes of the like 
nature: And we do not find one inſtance on the 
journals of Parliament, where this penalty has been 


omitted, 
any 
om- 3. We apprehend that his Majeſty having re- 
moved the Earl of Macclesfield from the truſt repoſed 
in him by the cuſtody of the great ſeal ; and having 
* earneſtly recommended to the Lords Commiſſioners 
Wo appointed to ſucceed him, the taking effectual care 
6 . 


that 


. D Ecauſe it is certain that the honour and digni- 
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that entire ſatisfaction be made to the ſuitors of the 
court, and that ſuch ſuitors be not expoſed to any 
dangers for the future; and fully expreſſed his gra. 
cious diſpoſition that the ſaid Lords Commiſſioner; 
ſhould look narrowly into the behaviour of all the 
officers under their juriſdiction, and ſhould ſee that 
ſuch officers act with the ſtricteſt regard to juſtice, 
and to the eaſe of his ſubjects (which is a plain in. 
dication of his Majeſty's juſt reſentment of the 
Earl's ill conduct, during his preſiding in the court 
of Chancery ;) and having, in great tenderneſs to 
the injured nation, recommended the protection 
of the unhappy ſufferers to the juſtice of Parlia- 
ment : We thought it incumbent upon us, on this 

at occaſion, when the Commons have ſo clearly 
made out their charge againſt the impeached Earl, 
not to depart from the methods of our anceſtors, in 
the framing of our ſentence with an unuſual ten- 
derneſs to a perſon againſt whom the whole nation 
cries for juſtice ; but to purſue their glorious ſteps 
upon the like occaſions, and to incapacitate the 
ſaid Earl from having any office, place, or employ- 
ment in the ſtate, or commonwealth, as the moſt 
effectual means to deter others from being guilty of 
the like crimes for the future. 


Pomfret, Wharton, Compton. 
Abingdon, Bruce, 


To the foregoing reſolution againſt incapacitating 
the ſaid Ear], 


Diſſentient. 
1. HIS houſe having reſolved, that the houſe 
of Commons have made good their charge 


of high crimes and miſdemeanors againſt the Earl 
impeached, and, by a ſubſequent reſolution, having 


unanimouſly declared him guilty ; we are of opinion, 
that it is a neceſſary conſequence, in law, pom 
onour 
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honour and conſcience, that the diſabilities contain- 
ed in the queſtion propoſed, ſhould be a part of his 
puniſhment, they being ſuch as we think the whole- 
ſome laws and ſtatutes, againſt which the Earl has 
offended, do expreſly ordain for the puniſhment of 
his crimes, and ſuch as the nature, circumſtances, 
and conſequences of his guilt, do, in our opinions, 
moſt juſtly deſerve. 


2. The articles of the houſe of Commons, where- 
of the Earl is, in our opinions, declared guilty, are 
an accuſation of him for many repeated acts of bribe- 
ry, extortion, perjury and oppreſſion, committed by 
colour of his office of Lord High Chancellor, and 
of many endeavours to have concealed and ſuppreſ- 
ſed the diſcovery of them, even from the knowledge 
of his Majeſty ; Thoſe crimes therefore, being by 
the laws of this land, and, as we believe, by the 
laws of all civilized nations in the world, adjudged 
to be crimes of an infamous nature; we think the 
incapacity propoſed by this queſtion, to be one. na- 
tural and unavoidable ſtep to have been made by 
this houſe in the judgment on thoſe crimes. | 


3.The Earl, in his anſwer tothe articlesof the Com- 
mons, hath aſſerted, that the taking the many ſums 
by him from the Maſters in Chancery (which ſums 
he there calls preſents) was never befare look*d upon 
to be criminal, and hopes that the giving or receiv- 
ing ſuch a preſent is nat criminal in itſelf, or by the 
common law of this realm, and that there is not any 
at of Parliament whatſoever, by which the ſame is 
made criminal, or ſubject to any puniſhment or judg- 
ment which can be prayed in this proſecution. The 
Earl himſelf, and his counſcl on his behalf, upon his 
trial, attempted to juſtify his extortions (then called 
compliments) and endeavour'd to maintain that they 
are comformable to the laws of the land : Butwe can't 
reflect on this behaviour of the Earl, otherwiſe than 
| N * 
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as the higheſt diſhonour-thrown by him upon the 
laws and government of this kingdom, and a moſt 
daring and groundleſs endeavour, to diſparage the 
common law of the land, Magna Charta itſelf, the 
plain and expreſs injunctions of many ſtatutes, par. 
ticularly thoſe paſſed in the reigns of Richard the 
2d. Henry the 4th. and Edward the 6th. in this be- 
half, and of an act paſſed this ſeſſion of Parliament, 
for The indemnification of the Maſters in Chancery, &c. 
againſt the plain ſenſe of all which laws, the Earl has, 
in our opinions, knowingly and wilfully offended 
and as this unparalleled juſtification attempted by the 
Earl, will be tranſmitted to all poſterity, we think it 
abſolutely neceſſary, that the puniſhment propoſed 
by this queſtion ſhould have been inflicted, in vindi- 
cation of the laws and government itſelf, againſt 
the aſperſion the Earl has thrown upon both, and 
to prevent any imputat ion which may hereafter be 
caſt on the honour and juſtice of this houſe, as hav- 
ing on this occaſion, in any degree, ſcemed to fa- 
vour or countenance ſuch a defence. 


3. The Earl has, in his anſwer, aſſerted ſome of 
his practices to have been long uſed by his predecel- 
ſors, and by others being Chief Juſtices, Maſters of 
the rolls, and other Judges ; and on his trial offered 
evidence to prove his aſſertion in four inſtances only, 
three of them in the time of one, and the other in 
the time of his immediate predeceſſor : But tho? thoſe 
inſtances, as we think, were unattended with the 
many aggravations of the Earl's guilt in thoſe re- 
ſpects: Yet leſt thoſe examples, together with that 
of the Earl, ſhould hereafter be conſtrued a miti- 
gation of his, or encouragement to the like offence, 
we think the puniſhment now propofed, ought to 
have been inflicted, by which it would become the 
more exemplary ; and the rather, becauſe it appears 
to us highly probable, that the imputation, as it is 


thrown 
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thrown by the Earl upon his predeceſſors, is unjuſt; 
the memory of many of thoſe wiſe and excellent 
rſons, never having been, as we believe, ſtained 
with ſuch imputation till the Earl caſt it on them, 
and ſome of his predeceſſors having in ſeveral ages, 
fallen under the ſevere and ftrift inquiſition of Par- 
lament, for bribery and corruption, without any 
charge upon them for that criminal practice. 


5, We are of opinion that this houſe now exerci- 
ſing its judicature as the ſupreme court in this 
kingdom, upon an accuſation of the Commons for 
offences againſt the known laws of the land, has no 
legal power or authority to diſpenſe with or omit 
thoſe puniſhments, which are expreſly ordained by 
poſitive acts of Parliament; and it appears to us to 
be unqueſtionable, that the diſabilities propoſed by 
this queſtion, are expreſly ordained by the ſtatute 
made 11 H. IV. and in ſome degree by the ſtatute 
5th and 6th of Edward VI. againſt buying and 
ſelling offices, for the very ſame offences, of which 
this houſe hath, as we conceive, declared (and of 
which we are fully ſatisfied in our conſciences) the 
Earl is guilty, and the puniſhment propoſed in this 
queſtion, hath been inflicted by this houſe in the 
caſes of the Lord Bacon, and Earl of Middleſex, 
for corruptions, in our opinions, much leſs heinous 
than the crimes of the Earl impeached; and the 
judgments given by this houſe on thoſe two perſons, 
vere founded, as we think, not only upon thenature 
ofthe crime, but were directed and preſcribed by the 
acts of Parliament above mentioned, and ſtill remain 
on the records of this houſe unimpeached, and their 
authority never judicially queſtioned to our know- 
ledge, but are often referred ro, and approved by 
the moſt learned Authors and Judges of the laws in 
this land; we were therefore of opinion, that it was 
not only wiſe, but even that the law requires that the 
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| judgment upon the Earl impeached, ſhould be 
conſonant in this reſpect to the judgment of this 
houſe, in thoſe two inſtances, whereby the law of 
the land in this particular ftands declared, as we 
think, by the authority of the ſupreme judicature 
of the kingdom, and which no power, leſs than 
the authority of an act of Parliament, in our opi. 


nions, can abrogate. 


6. It having appeared on the trial of the im- 

eached Lord, that the moſt dangerous and de. 
| KF corruptions haye been committed by him 
while in the high ſtation, in the adminiftration of 
public juſtice, to the great diſhonour of the crown, 
and the detriment of great numbers of the King's Ml be 
ſubjects; and in one inſtance, while he (with WM an 
others) was in the exerciſe of the regal authority: 
We think it of the higheſt conſequence, to the MW ju 
honour and ſupport of his Majeſty's government, Ml fic 
and the ſatisfaction of the whole kingdom, that MW re 
the Earl ſhould, by the judgment of this houſe, WM by 
have been incapacitated from ever having the WM an 
power or opportunity of re- acting the like cor- i te 
ruptions 3 againft which, as we conceive, there 0} 
would be no ſecurity, but by inflicting upon him, ¶ th 
the diſabilities propoſed in this queſtion. li 


Scarſdale. Northampton. Greenwich. ri 


Strafford., Aſbburnham, Wharton. | 
Abingdon. Carliſe., © Litchfield, 
Briſtol. Gower. Bathurſt, ni 
Brook, Lechmere, Bruce, L 
„ ee een 1 


Bs Then it being moyed to reſolve, that the ſaid te 
_ Earl ſhall never fit in Parliament, nor come with- K 


in the verge of the court. fe 
And after farther debate, m 
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The queſtion was put, that the ſaid Earl ſhall 
never fit in Parliament, nor come within the verge 
of the court. | | 
It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient.* o 5 1 9 
1. We cannot agree to this reſolution, for the 
reaſons given in the laſt proteſt ; and farther we 
conceive, that there was the greater neceſſity for 
the puniſhment propoſed in this, from the deter- 
mination of the houſe on the former queſtion, 
from whence (and alſo from this queſtion having 
paſſed in the negative) there remains, as we ap- 
prehend, no puniſhment but a pecuniary one, to 
be inflicted on the impeached Earl, for his heinous 
and unexampled miſdemeanors; which puniſh- 
ment, we think (and we fear the whole nation will 
judge) to be utterly unadequate to his tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and not conſiſtent with the reſolutions al- 
ready paſſed by this houſe upon the Earl, where- 
by he is rendered in judgment of law, as we think, 
an infamous perſon, and not capable of bearing 
teſtimony as a witneſs, much leſs fit to ſit in this 
ſupreme court as a Judge, perhaps on points of 
the higheſt moment to the kingdom, and over the 
lives, liberties and properties of the ſubjects, many 
of which he has in our opinions already ſo noto- 
riouſly injured, | | 


2. Becauſe we find that the puniſhment now 
propoſed has been Inflicted in the two inſtances of 
Lord Bacon; and Earl of Middleſex ;_ and the like 
in earlier inſtances, particularly in the caſe of Hu- 
bert de Burgo, created Earl of Kent, who was at- 
terwards charged in parliament for counſelling the 
King to cancel magna charia; and for other of- 
fences was degraded from his dignity by the judg- 
ment of his Peers; and we conceive that the con- 
demnation which this houſe has already paſſed on 
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this Earl, is founded upon the moſt aggravated 
guilt which has ever appeared on any criminal, 
whoſe offences were not capital ; among which, 
his repeated wholeſales, as we conceive them to 
be, 5 juſtice of the court of Chancery, in the 
corrupt 9 of the offices of the Maſters, 
were, as far as in him lay, ſo many barters and 
ſales of magna charta it ſelf, by which the ſale of 
juſtice is prohibited. 


3. We conceive it to be utterly inconſiſtent 
with the honour and dignity of this houſe, to 
permit a Lord, condemned, as we think, for the 
moſt dangerous corruptions committed by him 
whilſt he was a Judge, to continue afterwards in 
the enjoyment of his ſeat in this houſe, under no 
other cenſure than of a fine, and impriſonment til 
that is paid; becauſe we fear, it may hereafter 
give too much encouragement to the worſt cor- 
*ruptions, in the greateſt officers of the ſtate, if 
from the example of this Earl, it ſhould be hoped 
their crimes may be ranſomed by a ſmall part, 
perhaps, of their corrupt and extorſive gains; by 
which means the greateft offenders of this ſort, 
may think their impunity the more ſecure by ſo 
much the higher that they carry it, and the more 
they ſucceed in their corrupt practices: We think 
alſo that the ſum of 30000 J. if that ſhould be the 
fine, does very little, if at all, exceed the grols 
ſums this Earl has received, as we believe, in 
bounties from his Majeſty, over and above the due 
profits of his offices, and the other great ſums he 
has extorted and ſtill retains ; we are therefore of 
opinion, that the infamy which we think is due to 
the crimes of which the Earl is condemned, ſhould 
have been fixed upon him by the diſability pro- 
poſed in this queſtion, 
15 . Scarſaak, 
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LY 

ed Scarſdale. Northampton. Greenwich, 
al, Wharton. | Strafford.  Aſpburnbam, 
th, Abingdon. Litchfield. Gower. 

to Carliſle. Bathurſt. Briſtol. 
the Lechmere. Brook. Bruce, 
rs, Hay. Maſbam 
nd 
of To the laſt mentioned queſtion, 

Diſſentient.* | e 

ent | 

to Hatton. 

the 


aim 1. For the reaſons given on the foregoing que- 
sin ſtion, which we apprehend hold the ſtronger a- 
no gainſt his being admitted to fit in the higheſt 
till W Hurt of judicature, ſince it may expoſe the judg- 
ter WW ment of that houſe to cenſure, when a perſon 
cor- MW guilty of ſuch corrupt practices, ſhall be one of the 
„ Judges. 

ped \ | 7 
art, 2. We apprehend, that a perſon whom his Ma- 
by jeſty has, in ſuch a manner, removed from being a 
ort, ¶ Judge of the ſubjects properties, cannot be thought 
y ſo Il fit to fit in this houſe, in ſuch caſe as may affect 
nore WW the lives of every Peer of this houſe, and the pro- 
hink WW perty of all the ſubjects of Great- Britain. 


> the | 

zrols Wharton. Bruce. Abingdon. . 
nll - Compton, Fah. 

» due | 


is he On the 31ſt of May, the King came to the houſe 
re of WM of Lords, with the uſual-ſtate and ſolemnity, and 
ue to the Commons being ſent for up, and attending, 
ould WY his Majeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to 
Pro: ſeveral public and private bills. 

And his Majeſty was afterwards pleaſed to ſay: 


N 2 My 


r | | 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, * 
[ Have ordered the Speaker of this houſe to declare, 


in my name and words, the reaſon of my coming 
this day to Parliament. 


And the Speaker of the houſe of Lords acquaint- 
ed both houſes, that he had received from his Ma- 
jeſty's hands, from the throne, his Majeſty's ſpeech 
to both houſes of Parliament; which he read, as 
followeth, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
. N to put an end to this ſeſſion of Par. 
both houſes, 1 lianfent, which, though it has been extended 

£ to an unexpected length, has been ſo well im- 
ployed for the ſervice and intereſt of the public, 

that I aſſure my ſelf it will be to the general f- 
© tisfaCtion of the nation. | 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

Fhe prudent uſe you have made of the pre- Ml « } 
ſent flouriſhing ſtate of credit, by a certain re- 
©. duction of more than three millions ſeven hun- 

. © dred thouſand pounds to an intereſt of four per 
cent. and by a wiſe proviſion for the redemption 
thereaf by Parliament, without farther notice, 

on payment of ſuch ſums as the circumſtances MW M 
of the government will from time to time admit, 
has ſecured a conſiderable addition to the ſink- 
ing fund, not ſubject to the hazard of future 7 
events. 2 Th | Lt; 

Fou have not only raiſed the ſupply for the i 5; 
© ſervice of the current year, at the loweſt rate of 
« intereſt that has ever been known, but without 
* laying any new burthen on my people: You 

have enabled me to diſcharge the debts of my 
civil government; debts contracted by neceſſary WM hi 
and unayoidable expences, and in * : (0 

$ JC t 


* 
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« ſuch meaſures of government as have greatly in- 
« creaſed the happineſs of my people; you have 
re, thereby ſhewn your juſt regard to my honour, 
nz WM « and the dignity of the crown. 37 P# 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
nt- « As all our public bleſſings are the happy ef- 
. WM + fefts of the general rant we now enjoy, 1 
ech WM «© cannot but expreſs my ſatisfaction in the provi- 
as Wl « fion you have made for ſuppreſſing and prevent- 

© ing diſturbances and commotions, in thoſe parts 

© where the peace of the kingdom might have been 

* moſt endangered. 
ar- Nothing more remains neceſſary, than to tell 
led il « you, that I intirely depend on the faithful diſ- 
im. charge of your duties in your ſeveral ſtations, 
lie, and on your conſtant care in your reſpective 
. countries, to preſerve the peace and quiet of the 

public; but I know not how to part with you 

© without firſt returning you my very hearty 

* thanks, for the many repeated inſtances you 
re- © have, in this ſeſſion, given me of your duty and 
re. « affection ; all ſuch returns may be expected from 
un- WW © me, as can be made by the moſt indulgent Prince 
7er © to an affectionate and loyal people. 


ice, Then the Speaker of the houſe of Lords, by his 
ces Majeſty's command faid : 


ak. My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
ure ]7 is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 

this Parliament be prorogued to Thuriday the 
the 58 day of July next; and this Parliament is ac- 
e of cordingly prorogued to Thurſday the firſt day of July 


out next. 


my And then the Speaker of the houſe of Lords by Parliament 
[ary bis Majeſty's command prorogued the Parliament 
to Thurſday the firſt day of July following. 


prorogued, 


Py 
* „ „* 
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The Proceedings of the fourth ſeſſion of the fixt 


Fourth ſeſ- 
fion of the 
ſecond ſep- 
tennial are 
liament, 


Parliament of Great-Britain, in the 12th 
year of the reign of King George. 


HE Parliament being met at Weſtminſter on 

the 20th of January, purſuant to their laſt 
prorogation, the King went to the houſe of Peers 
with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and being in 
his royal robes ſeated on the throne, Sir Villian 
Saunderſon, Gentleman-Uſher of the black rod, 
was ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the 
houſe of Commons, commanding their attendance 
in the houſe of Peers. The Commons being come 
thither accordingly, the — by the mouth of the 
Lord High Chancellor, made the following moſt 
gracious ſpeech to both houſes : 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes if 
Parliament, on Thurſday the twentieth day of 
January, 1725. 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
T have had ſuch frequent experience of the wiſ- 
dom and zeal of this Parliament, on many 


important occaſions, that it is with pleaſure | 
© now meet you again, and I make no doubt but 
that your endeavours for the good and ſervice of 
s your country will be as ſucceſsful as they have 
< hitherto been. 

* The diſtreſſed condition of ſome of our pro- 
* teſtant brethren abroad, and the negotiations 
© and engagements entred into by ſome foreign 
powers, which ſeem to have laid the foundation 
of new troubles and diſturbances in Europe, and 
to threaten my ſubjects with the loſs of ſeveral 
© of the moſt advantageous branches of their trade, 
* pbliged me without any loſs of time, to me 

wit 
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with other powers, ſuch meaſures, as might give 
« a check to the ambitious views of thoſe, who 
« are endeavouring to render themſelves formi- 
« dable, and put a ſtop to the farther progreſs of 
* ſuch dangerous deſigns. For theſe ends I have 
* entred into a defenſive alliance with the moſt 
« Chriſtian King, and the King of Pruſſia, to 
* which feyeral other powers, and particularly the 
«© States-General have been invited to accede, and 
© | have not the leaſt reaſon to doubt of their con- 
currence. This treaty ſhall in a ſhort time be 
laid before you. 

By theſe means, and by your ſupport and aſ- 
« fiſtance, I truſt in God, I ſhall be able not only 
to ſecure to my own ſubjects the enjoyment of 
+ many valuable rights and privileges, long ſince 
acquired for them by the moſt ſolemn treaties, 
but effectually to preſerve the peace and balance 
of Europe, the only view and end of all my en- 
+ deavours, 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

] have ordered the eſtimates for the ſervice of 
* this year to be prepared and laid Before you, 
© which, from an unwillingneſs I always have to 
put my ſubjects to an extraordinary expence by 
© any unneceſſary precautions, are formed —_ 
© the foot of imploying no greater number of for- 
© ces, than was thought neceſſary the laſt year; 
for which, if the w ou give, fhall be ful- 
ly and effectually raiſed, i al be enabled to 
have a ſtrong fleet at ſea early in the ſpring: If 
« the poſture of affairs ſhall at any time make it 
* neceſſary to augment our maritime force, I con- 


© fide ſo cis in the zeal and affection of my 


Parliament, that I aſſure my ſelf you will enable 


ame to make ſuch an addition to the number of 


{ ſeamen, as ſhall be found requiſite, 
N 4 My 


* 
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y Lords and Gentlemen, 

It 1s not to be doubted, but the enemies to my 
government will conceive hopes, that ſome fa. 
vourable opportunity for renewing their attempts, 
may offer, from the proſpect of new troubles and 
commotions; They are already very buſy by their 
inſtruments and emiſſaries in thoſe courts, whoſe 
meaſures ſeem moſt to favour their purpoſes, in 
ſoliciting and promoting the cauſe of the Preten- 
der; but I perſuade my ſelf, notwithſtanding 
the countenance and encouragement they may 
have received, or flatter themſelves with, the 
proviſion you ſhall make for the ſafety and de- 
tence of the kingdom, will effectually ſecure us 
from any attempts from abroad, and render all 
ſuch projects vain and abortive. | 
When the world ſhall ſee that you will not ſut- 
fer the Britiſo crown and nation to be menaced 
and inſulted, thoſe, who moſt envy the prefent 
happineſs and tranquillity of this kingdom, and 
are endeavouring to wa, 20 us ſubſervient to their 
ambition, will conſider their own intereſt and 
circumſtances, before they make any attempt up- 
on ſo brave a people, ſtrengthened and ſupport- 
ed by prudent and powerful alliances; and, though 
deſirous to preſerve the peace, able and ready to 
defend themſelves againſt the efforts of all ag- 
greſſors. Such reſolutions and ſuch meaſures 
< timely taken, I am ſatisfied, are the moſt effec- 
< tual means of preventing a war, and continuing 


to us the bleſſings of peace and proſperity. 


c 
6 
< 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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The King and the Commons being withdrawn, 
the Lords unanimouſly voted an addreſs of thanks 
and congratulation to his Maieſty, which was im- 
mediately drawn up and agreed to by the houſe, 
and the next day (Fan, 21.) preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty as follows : - Io 5 
| : 


. AT. a AW. _ 
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The humble addreſs of the right honourable the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aſſemblid, 
to the King. Wark, &5 | 72 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 
WE your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
VV ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majeſty our moſt hearty thanks, 
for your molt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
and with hearts full of inexpreſſible joy, to con- 
« gratulate your Majeſty upon your happy return 
in ſafety to your kingdom. | 

We cannot without the higheſt ſatisfaction 
* reflet upon your Majeſty's concern for our di- 
* ſtreſſed proteſtant brethren abroad; our molt 
* zealous endeavours ſhall never be wanting, that 
your Majeſty's pious interpoſition for them may 
produce the moſt 3 effects. 

We thankfully acknowledge your Majeſty's 
* exceeding: goodneſs and condeſcention, in ac- 
* quainting us with the defenſive alliance lately 
made by your Majeſty, for preventing the ill con- 
* ſequences, nich might otherwiſe attend the ne- 
gotiat ions and engage ments entered into by other 
PFotentates, to the apparent prejudice of this king- 
dom; and for your Majeſty's gracious aſſurance, 
that it ſhould be foon laid before us. Nothing 
can be more vain than for any foreign powers 
to entertain the hopes of rendering themſelves 
mag to Britain; your Majeſty having 
| ſtrengtheved yourſelf by ſuch powerful alliances, 


the reſolution and fidelity of your ſubfe&s being 
* ſo well known, and the late marks of their va- 
Jour not yet worn out. We moſt humbly in- 
* treat your Majeſty to believe, that our lives are 
not dearer to us than your Majeſty's honour 
and that your Majeſty may, at all times, with 

*. ' © certainty 
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certainty depend upon our ſtrongeſt efforts, to 


maintain and defend it againſt all powers whatſoe. 
< yer, who can ſo far delude themſelves, as to ima. 
« gine that they may with ſafety inſult or menace 
the Britiſh crown or nation. 

« Itis no ſurprize to us, that the enemies to your 
« Majeſty's Perſon and Government are labouring 
to diſturb the peace of this kingdom, if they can 
« flatter themſelves with the proſpect of any ney 
« troubles or commotions in Europe. 

We can eaſily believe, that at ſuch a juncture 
new ſchemes and follicitations are daily making 
© by the moſt profligate and abandoned of them, 
to revive the expiring cauſe of the Pretender; al 
« which, we aſſure our ſelves, can have no other ef. 
fect, than to haſten his deſtruction, and the utter 
ruin of all his perjured adherents. 

© Your Majeſty's conſtant and unwearied endes. 
vours to perpetuate to us the bleſſing of that happy 
< tranquillity we now enjoy, and to maintain the ge- 
< neral peace and balance of Europe, to preſerve the 
© trade of this nation, and to ſecure to your people 
« the many valuable rights and ——— to which 
they are intitled by the moſt ſolemn treaties, obli 
us to all imaginable returns of duty and gratitude, 
and leave us no room to doubt, when we conſider 
the prudent meaſures your Ma jeſty has taken fo 
« attaining thoſe great ends, but that all your M 
« jeſty's endeavours will, by the bleſſing of Ge 
« thereupon, notwithſtanding any attempts to the 
« contrary, be crowned with ſucceſs. 


3p | 
His Majeſty's moſs gracious Anſwer. 
Ha 
My Lor ds, 


bars 


4 I Heartily thank you for this very affeCtionat 


and loyal addreſs z the world may be convin 
« ced by it, how fixed and immoveable all your pu 


© poſes and reſolutions are to maintain my honour 


& an 
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and promote the true intereſt of your country: You 
may be aſſured of my conſtant endeavours to ſup- 
port the Proteſtant religion, to preſerve the peace 
and balance of power in . d to prevent any 
* encroachment on the trade of my ſubjects, and 
* on all occaſions to increaſe their happineſs. 


The day before (Fan. 20.) the Commons being 
returned to their houſe, and Mr. Speaker having re- 
ported his Majeſty's ſpeech, Sir Robert Sutton mo- 
ved, and being ſeconded, it was refolved, That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to con- 
gratulate his Majeſty upon his fafe and happy arrival 
intheſe kingdoms; to return the thanks of rhishouſe 
for his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
throne; to expreſs our moſt dutiful acknowledg- 
ments for his Majeſty's tender regard and compaſſion 
for the diſtreſſed Proteſtants abroad, for his great 
care and vigilance for the peace and proſperity of this 
nation, and for the general tranquillity of Europe, in 


/ matching over the ambitious views and defigns of 


thoſe that are endeavouring to render themſelves for- 
midable ; and for his great wiſdom in forming and 
entering into ſuch alliances, 'as may puta ſtop tothe 
farther progreſs of the dangerous negotiations carry 
ing on by other powers: And that his Majeſty?s con- 
ſtant endeavours for the particular intereſt of his own 
ſubjects, and preventing a war, may have their de- 
fired effect: To aſſure his Majeſty, That this houſe 
will chearfully, and with all poſſible diſpatch, ſa 
effeckually raiſe the ſupplies for the ſervice of this 
year, that his Majeſty may be enabled to have a 
ſtrong fleet early in the ſpring, ſufficient for the ſafe- 
ty and defence of the kingdom, and to diſappoint 
the vain hopes and projects of the enemies to his Ma- 
jeſty*s government: And to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
how defirous ſoever we may be of peace, we will 
not ſuffer his Majeſty and the Britiſb nation to be 
inſulted; but, that we will, to the urmoſt of our 


power, 
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power, as the exigency and neceſſity of affairs ſhall 
require, ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty againſt all 
attempts to diſturb the publick repoſe. After this 

committee was appointed to draw up an addreſs 

pon the ſaid reſolution: which addreſs was ac- 
cordingly the next day reported to the houſe by Sir 
Robert Sutton, and being agreed to, was on Saturday 
the 22d of January, preſented to his Majeſt y by the 
whole houſe as follows : 


| The bumble Addreſs of the bouſe of C ammons to the King, 


Maſt gracious Sovereign, 


FS E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 

p jects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled, beg leave moſt unfeignedly 
to congratulate your Majeſty's ſafe and happy arri- 
val in this kingdom: Nothing can equal the dread 
and anxiety which filled the breaſts of your good 
people, while your Majeſty's ſacred perſon was 
? expoſed to the perils of tempeſtuous ſeas ; but the 
< univerſal] joy that was inſtantly diffuſed through- 
< out the Kingdom, upon the welcome news of 
your Majeſty's being ſafely landed on the Briti/b 
© ſhore. 

We return your Majeſty our humbleſt thanks for 
< your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; and 
cannot ſufficiently acknowledge your Majeſty's 
great attention and care for the preſervation of 
the peace and proſperity of this nation, and the 
general tranquillity of Europe. 

The tender regard and compaſſion which your 
< Majeſty has expreſſed for the diſtreſſed Proteſtants 
abroad, will give great ſatisfaction to all, whoſe 
« profeſſion of the ſame religion muſt inſpire them 
« with a juſt reſentment of the injuries and perſe- 
« cutions which they ſuffer for the Sake of it. 

* Your Majeſty's vigilance in watching over, and 
+ diſconcerting the ambitious views and 75 of 

pes e 
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* thoſe that are endeavouring to render themſelves 


formidable; your wiſdom in early forming and en- 
* tering into alliances with powers beſt able to with- 
* ſtand the common Danger, and to put a ſtop to the 
* farther progreſs of the negociations carrying on 
© by others powers, and your particular concern for 
the trade and commerce of theſe nations, call upon 
© us for all poſſible returns of duty and gratitude. 

And that your Majeſty's unwearied endeavours 
for the particular intereſts of your own ſubjects of 
« theſe kingdoms, and for preventing a war, may 
have their deſired effect, we, your Majeſty's moſt 
« dutiful and loyal Commons, promiſe and aſſure 
« your Majeſty, that we will with the greateſt chear- 
« fulneſs, unanimity and diſpatch, ſo effectually raiſe 
the ſupplies for this year, that your Majeſty may 
be enabled to have a ſtrong fleet at ſea early in the 
« ſpring, ſufficient to protect and defend the king- 
Git: to diſappoint the hopes of the enemies to 
your Majeſty's government, and reſent any inſults 
and attempts that may be vainly projected and un- 
dertaken. 

It is not to be wonder'd, that in the low ſtate 
« to which the affairs of the Pretender are reduced, 
« his emiſſaries and inſtruments ſhould be waiting for 
every opportunity, that has the appearance of be- 
ing favourable to their languiſhing cauſe; and as 
* they have been very buſy in foreign courts, the 
diſaffected anddiſcontented here have not been leſs 
induſtrious, by falſe rumours and ſuggeſtions, to 
fill the minds of the people wich groundleſs fears 
* and alarms, in order to affect the publick credit, 


* and by diſtreſſing the government, give encou- 


* ragement to the enemies of our peace. 
* But we promiſe our ſelves that the prudence, 


© temper and reſolution of thoſe that truly conſult 
their own intereſt, and wiſh well to their country, 


* will, on the one hand, prevent and obviate the 
miſchĩefs that, by too great credulity and yain fears, 
7 7. | * they 
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© ther hand, we are determined to convince the 
© world, that if thoſe who moſt envy our preſent 


ho defirous ſoever we may be of peace, we will 
not ſuffer your Majeſty and the Brit; Nation to 


power, as the exigency and neceſſity of affairs ſhall 


6 


ſenſible of the good effect of this ſeaſonable vigour 
and reſolution. You may be aſſured, That I wil 


for promoting the honour and intereſt of this 
kingdom. | 


itſelf into a grand committee, conſidered farther of 
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< they may bring upon themſelves; and, on the o- 


* happineſsand tranquillity, ſnall ſo far preſume upon 
the juſt ſenſe and value we have for theſe ineſtimable 


© bleflings, as ſtill to purſue their deſperate meaſures, 


de infulted ; but that we will, to the utmoſt of our 


require, ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty againſt 
< all attemps to diſturb the public repoſe. 


To this Addreſs, his Majeſty Was pleaſed to re- 
turn the following moſt gracious anſwer: 


Gentlemen, 


< F Return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal 
1 addreſs, I make no doubt but you will ſoon be 


© make no uſe of the confidence you repoſe in me, 
but for preſervingto us the bleſſings of peace, and 


On Friday the 28th, the houſe having reſolved 


the ſupply, and, in particular of rhe charge of the 
guards, garriſons, and other his Majeſty's land-for- 
ces in Great-Britain for the year 1726. Mr. Pelhan, 


ſecretary at war, opened the debate, and moved, 
That proviſion be made forthe fame number of men, 
for guards, garriſons, and land forces, for the year 


1726, as were provided for the laſt year. This was 


oppoſed by Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hutcheſon, Mr. Hun- 


gerford, and;ſome other gentlemen, who inſiſted on 
the reducing the four thouſand men that were raiſed 


ſome years ago, upon an extraordinary occaſion, and 


which 


re- 
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vhich were now become altogether unneceſſary, ſince 

on the ond hand Great Britain enjoy d at preſent, a 

happy and perfect tranquillity, which ſeemed firm- 

ly ſecured by the late diſarming of the Highlands of 
Feotland; and, on the other hand, it having alrea- 

dy been unanimouſly reſolved, to enable his Majeſty 

to have a ſtrong fleet at ſea early in the ſpring, this 

they thought ſufficient for the ſafety and defence of 
the kingdom, effectually to ſecure us from any at- 

tempts from abroad, and to render all projects of 
the dork inſtruments and emiſſaries, vain and 
abortive. To this it was anſwered by Mr. Pelbam, 
the honourable Mr. Verney, and others, That it 
would be highly imprudent to leſſen the number of 
our land forces, at a time when ſome foreign powers, 
who endeavoured to make themſelves formidable, 
and threaten us with the loſs of the moſt ad vanta- 
geous branches of our trade, were augmenting theirs. 
That the alliances his Majeſty was lately entered in- 
to, to check ſuch ambitious views, and put a ſtop to 
the farther progreſs of ſuch dangerous deſigns, might 
make it neceſſary to ſend ſome land forces abroad, 
in ſupport of thoſe alliances; and that in ſuch a caſe, 
the leaving the kingdom without a ſufficient number 
of men for guards and garriſons, would be too great 
a temptation to the enemies of the government, who 
are continually watching for favourable opportunities 


for renewing their attempts, and diſturbing the hap- 


py repoſe we enjoy. Upon this occaſion, there was 


| 4 ſmart ſkirmiſh between two great men: But Sir 


Joſeph Fekyl, maſter of the rolls, having declared, 
* That he was indeed the laſt year for reducing part 
* of the army ; but that the face and poſture of af- 
* fairs ip Europe being ſince changed, he thought it 
now unſafe; his opinion had a juſt weight, and 
ſo without any further diſpute it was reſolved, 


1. That the number of effective men to be pro- 
vided for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, and 


for 
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for Guernſey and Jerſey, for the year 1726. be (in- 
cluding 1815 invalids, 324 men, which the ſix in. 
dependant companies conſiſt of for the ſervice of 
the Highlands) 18226 men, commiſſion and non- 
commilſſion-officers included: 


2. That a ſum not exceeding 6551781. be grant- 


ed to his Majeſty for defraying the charge of the 


faid 18226 effective men, for the year 1726. 


3. That the ſum of 152637 J. 16 5. be granted 
for maintaining his 6 forces and garriſons 
in the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for 
proviſions for the garriſons of Annapolis royal, Pla. 


centia, and Gibraltar, for the year 1726. 


FR. That the ſum of 14930 J. 15 s. 54. be granted 


upon account for out- penſioners of Chelſea-Hoſpital, 


for the year 1726. 


g. That the ſum of 15287 J. 15 5s. 8 d. be granted 
for defraying ſeveral expepces and ſervices incurred, 
and not provided for by Parliament. 


6. And the ſum of 73000 J. upon account tb 
reduced officers of his Majeſty's Iand-forces and 
Marines, for the year 1726. 


Theſe reſolutions were the next day, reported 
to the houſe, by Mr. Farrer, and agreed to; after 
which it was reſolved, 1/, That upon the Tueſday 
next, the houſe reſolve itſelf into a grand committee 


to conſider of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply; 


24ly, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, That the late treaties of peace and com- 
merce concluded between the Emperor and the King 
of Hain, might be laid before the houſe. And then 
they adjourned till Tueſday the iſt of February, by 
reaton that the martyrdom of King Charles mM 

| Ing 


NS 


* 


ing on a Sunday, was to be obſerved on Monday 
the 31ſt of January. | 


On Medneſday the gth. The bill for puniſbing mu- 


tiny and deſertion, was read the ſecond time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole houſe; and 
then Mr. William Pulteney moved, That a commit- 
tee be appointed to ſtate the publick debt as it ſtood 
on the 25th of December, 1714. with what debts 

have been incurred ſince that time, till the 25th of 
December, 1725. diſtinguiſhing how much of the 
laid debts hath been provided for, and how much 
remains unprovided for by Parliament. He was ſe- 
conded by Mr. Daniel Pulteney , and this being a 
popular motion, at a time eſpecially when there ap- 
pared to be great deficiencies in the former 22 


» 


and ſeveral debts yet unprovided for, it was backed 


bythe maſter of rhe rolls. But Mr. Chancellor of the 

Exchequer being juſtly apprehenſive, that the ſaid 

motion was levelled againſt him, exerted his elo- 

pence to ſhew, How unſeaſonable and prepoſte- 

* fois ſuch an inquiry was, and what a dangerous 

vornd it might give to che public credit, at this 
' criticaljunEture, wherf money*d-men were already 
but too much alarmed by the appearances of an 
* approaching war; urging, That in the preſent 
* poſture of affairs, they could not better expreſs 
their love to their country, than by making good 
* their promiſes and aſſurances to his Majeſty at the 
beginning of this ſeſſion, and with the greateſt 
' ciſpatch; raiſing the neceſſary ſupplies, to enable 
his Majeſty to make good his late engagements, 
for the welfare of his ſubjects, to diſappoint the 
hopes of the enemies to his government, and toteſent 
' any inſults that may be offered to his crown, and 
dignity. Mr. Bernard, one of the members for the 
city of London, confirmed what Sir Robert Walpole 


had ſaid, as to the danger of encreaſing the alarm of 


money*d-men, which had already ſo much affected 
Vor, IX, O e 
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publick credit, that the ſtocks were within a fey 
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eeks fallen twelve or fourteen per Cent. But Sir 
Thomas Pengelly, primier ſerjeant at law, and ſome 
others having Rebe for the motion, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer replyed to them. Mr. Willian 
Pulteney, foreſeeing how the debate was like to end, 
declared, Fhat he made this motion with no other 
view, than to give that great man an opportunity 
© to ſhew his integrity to the whole world, which 
« would finifh his fublime character: To which 
Sir Robert replied, That this compliment would have 
come owt with @ better grace, and appeared more fin- 
cere, when that fine gentleman had himſelf a ſhare in 
the management of the publick money, than now be way 
out of place. Upon the whole, the queſtion being 
upon Mr. Pultency's motion, it was carried in 

the negative, by a . of 262 votes againſt 
89; and what was moſt remarkable on this Occa- 
fion,. was, that moſt of the tories then in the houſe, 
voted againſt the motion, This Hebate being over, 
the Commons went into a grand committee, to con- 
fider farther of the ſupply, and reſolved, Tha: the 
ſum of 99000 7. be granted for the paying off and 
cancelling the like fum in Exchequer bills, being the 
remaining part of the Exchequer bills for one million, 
which were made forth. in purſuance of an Act of 
Parliament of rhe x2th year of this reign : Which 
reſolution being the next day reported, was agreed 
to by the houſe, Fhe ſame day Mr Chanceller of 
the Excheguer acquainted the houſe, Fhat he hadre- 
ceived his Majety*s commands to lay before this 
houſe, the treaty between his Majeſty, the moſt 
Chriſtian King, and the King of 22 made at 
Hanover the 3d of September, 1725; and that his 
Majeſty had likewiſe commanded him to lay before 
this houſe, (purſuant to their addreſs to his Majeſty) 
the late treaties of peace and commerce concluded 
between the Emperor and the King of Spain. And 
he preſented copies of the ſaid treaties, wich tranſl» 


tions 


Nis. DEBATES ts 
WW tions of them, to the houſe; together with a liſt 
"WH of the aid treaties; which liſt being read, it was 
- Wl trfolved; That this houſe would, on that day ſe- 
vanight, take the ſaid treaties into conſideration. 


, On Wedneſdaythe 16th, the Commons, according 
"| WH t order, proceeded. to take into conſideration the 
treaties, which, by his Majeſty's command, were 
lid before the houſe the 10th inſtant, The houſe, 
BY © this occaſion, was very full, there being about 
Wl 420 members preſent, but no ſtrangers adnutted, 


except the Earl of Marchmont, who had been one 

bf his . plenipotentiaries at the congreſs of 
Cambray. After the rea ingof the ſaid three treaties, 
Horatio Walpole, Eſq; his Majeſty's ambaſſador ple- 

un " potentiary at the court of France, opened the de- 

"Wl bate with a ſpeech, that laſted full an hour and half, 
wherein he laid before the houſe the ſtate and poſture 

of affairs in Europe, from the peace of U!rechi to this 
preſent time. Among other particulars he took no- 

tice, * That ſince his Majeſty's happy acceſſion to the 

aud drone of this realm, his conſtant care and endea- It Wahet”s 
de BY Ours had been to ſettle. the balance of power, on . 

* 2 ſolid foundation, and to preſerve and ſecure the 

ad ' tranquillity of Chriſtendom; to protect and defend 

' theProteſtant cauſe, and promote the honour and 


me intereſt of bis Bririfs ſubje&ts. That with theſe 
4 great views, his Majeſty was become . 
ad- Suarantee both of the Barrier Treaty concluded in 
e tis 716. and of a convention made in 1718, for the 
moſt execution of that treaty, between the Emperor and 


| the States General of the United Provinces. That 
in the Yeat 1716, his Majeſty concluded a defen- 
befor deve alliance with the Emperor; and in 725 an- 
weſty) * other with the moſt Chriſtian King and the States 
Todd General; the genuine deſign of both which treaties, 
And vas only to preſerve the publick repoſe of Chriſ- 
anſla⸗ tendom, eſtabliſhed by the peace of recht, and to 
tions gaurantee the — to the crown of Great Bri- 
$68 tam 
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© tain in the Proteſtant line. That in order to for. 
« tify-all the aid treaties, and to extinguiſh, the war 
© which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his Ma- 
'« jeſty, in 1718, made a Convention with the mol 
© Chriſtian King, for propaſing Ultimate conditions of 
J Pak titer the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
and between his Imperial Majeſty and the (then) 
* King of Sicily. That this Convention was, a few 
© days after, followed by a treaty of alliance between 
the Emperor, the King of Great Britain, and the 
< moſt Chriſtian King, which, by their miniſters, 
© was concluded at London, and ſigned on the 22d of 
Fuly, 1718. and in which the States General were 
© named as one of the contracting parties, (upon a 
ſuppoſition, that their High Mightineſſes would 
come into it) from whence this treaty was named 
"© the Duadruple Alliance, That a few months after, 
the King of Sicily was admitted into this treaty, and 
at length the King of Spain himſelf was forced to 
** accede'to it, which was mainly owing to the ge- 
nerous aſſiſtance which his Britannic Maieſtygan 
the Emperor in the Mediterranean. That there re- 
mmaining ſome points ſtill controverted betweenthe 
Emperor and King of Spain, the ſame were refer. 
red tobe amicably determined in a congreſs, which 
< wasafterwards opened atCambrayunder the medii. 
tion of his Britannic Majeſty, and the moſt Chri- 
tian King. That by reaſon of ſeveral difficulties, 
< mdrftriouſly raiſed by the courts of Vienna and 
Madrid, the greateſt pains taken for three yearsby 
the miniſters mediators, proved unſucceſsful; and, 
at laſt, the congreſs was ſuddenly diſſolved, upo 
advice, that the Emperor and the King of Spain 
had ſecretly adjuſted the differences between them 
© and concluded a treaty of peace at Vienna. That 
© this unexpected event occaſioned no ſmall ſurmiſe 
© and raiſed jealouſies, which appeared to be bet 
ter grounded, when it was known: That the ſaid 
ttreaty of peace was ſoon followed by a treaty 4 
| * ts ; commerce 
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commerce, the main deſign of which was to ſup- 
port and countenance the Eaſt-India company, ſome 

years before eſtabliſhed at Qſtend, by granting to 

the inhabitants of the Auſtrian Netherlands great- 

« er privileges, both in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 

than were ever granted either to the Engliſb or 
© the Dutch, which viſibly tended to the intire ruin 
of many valuable branches of our trade, and was 
« contrary to ſeveral ſolemn treaties ſtill in force. 
That thereupon his Majeſty, ever watchful for the 
© intereſt of his Britiſb ſubjects, had cauſed lively re- 
« preſentations to be made againſt the ſaid treaty of 
commerce, both to the Emperor and King of Spain. 
That at the court of Madrid theſe complaints were 
© received with coldneſs, and at that of Vienna with 
© ſtifineſs and haughtineſs, even to ſuch a degree, 
that the Imperial miniſters did not ſtick to inſinu- 
* ate, that if his Brilannic Majeſty perſiſted in his 
© reſolution to take meaſures in oppoſition to the trea- 
* ties of Vienna, his Imperial Majeſty would not on- 
* Iy think himſelf diſengaged from the guarantee of 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to the crown of Great-Bri- 
* zain ; but that the ſame might be attended with 
* conſequences in relation to his Majeſty*s dominions 
in Germany. That theſe inſulting menaces made 
© noimpreſſion on his Majeſty's firmneſs, nor deter- 
red him from his fixed reſolution of concerting with 
* other powers, ſuch meaſures as might wor a check 
to the ambitious views of thoſe whoendeayouredto 
render themſelves formidable: Thattheſe meaſures 
* ſeemed to be the more neceſſary, becauſe there 
vere juſt grounds to believe, that the unforeſeen 
* reconciliation of the Emperor and the King of 
Spain, was owing to the conſtant viewof the houſe 
* of Auſtria, of rendering the imperial dignity he- 
| reditary in their family. That in order to that, it 
© might be reaſonably ſuppoſed, That the treaties of 
Vienna were to be cemented by a match between 
the Emperor's eldeſt daughter and the Infant Don 
V O 3 Carlos. 
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_ © a defenſive alliance with the moſt Chriſtian King 


_ © thoſerelatingtotrade,whichtheir ſubjects enjoyed, 
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Carlos. hat it was eaſy to foreſee the conſequence 
ces of ſuch a marriage. For the iſſue - male that 
might come from it, might, in time, be poſſeſſed 
not only of all the hereditary dominions belonging 
to the houſe of Auſtria, and of the Imperial dig, 
nity, but alſo, of all the dominions of the Spaniſb 
monarchy ; which would entirely overthrow the 
balance of power, and render the liberties of all 
the reſt of Europe very precarious. That this ſup. 
< poſition would appear more than probable, to any 
© one vho conſidered, that there was ſcarce any other 
< way of accounting, either for the King of Spain“ 
breaking through ſolemn treaties with Great-Br:. 
< tain, ini favour of the Emperor's ſubjects in the 
* Netherlands; or for the Emperor's forgetting ſo 
far the obligations he had to Great-Britain and 
Holland, as to enter intoengagements to aſliſt Spain, 
< towards the recovery of Gibraltar and Minorca, 
and to perſiſt in ſupporting and countenancing the 
* Oftend company, eſtabliſhed with no other view 
< thanto deprive the ſubjects ofthe maritime powers 
of ſeveral of the moſt advantageous branches of 
their trade. That in order to give a timely check 
to the farther progreſs of ſuch dangerous deſigns, 
his Majeſty, in his great wiſdom, had entered into 
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J 
and the %ing of Prufſia ; to which ſeveral other 
< powers, and particularly the States General, had { 
been invited to accede ; that the States of Holland | 
had already done it, and it was not to be doubted, | 
but their example would ſoon be followed by the 
other united provinces. That the main view of 
this alliance was to maintain and preſerve the pub- 
lc repoſe and tranquillity. of Chriſtendom, and to 
* ſecure to each contracting party the poſſeſſion of 
their reſpective dominions and territories, with the 
rights, immunities and advantages, particularly 


or ought; by treaties, to enjoy. And that as his 
3 FOR © Majeſty 
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£ Majeſty ever had a particular concern for the 
 teſtant intereſt, ſo out of his royal and tender com- 
* paſſion for the diſtreſſed condition of ſome of our 
« proteſtant brethren in Poland, his Majeſty had not 
only interpoſed his good offices, in the moſt preſ- 
* ſing manner in their favour, but had taken the oc- 
s caſion of the defenſive alliance made at Hanover, 
to engage, by a ſeparate article, the moſt Chriſtian 
King, and the King of Pruſſia, who, together with 
© his Majeſty, are guarantees of the treaty of Oliva, 
© toſee it maintained and obſerved in its full extent, 
and to Cauſe reparation to be made for what may 
have been done at Thorn, contrary to the ſaid 
© treaty of Oliva. Concluding, with an encomium 
* upon his Majeſty's wiſdom, care, vigilance, ſtea- 
* dineſs and reſolution, in the conduct of all theſe 
+ weighty and important affairs. 

Mr. Walpole's ſpeech occaſioned a great debate, 
that laſted till half an hour paſt ten o'clock in the 
evening, the principal perſons that ſpoke in it were, 
on the court-lide, beſides Mr. Horatio Walpole, Co- 
lonel Bladen, Mr. Pelham, Mr. Doddington, Sir Fo- 
ſoph Fekyl, the Lord Finch, and Sir Robert Walpole; 
and on the oppoſite fide, Mr. Bernard, Mr. Daniel 
Pulteney, Mr. Shippen, Dr. Friend, Mr. Foley, Sir 
Thomas Pengelly, and Mr. William Pulteney. 

A gentleman having ſuggeſted, that it was to be 
ſuppoſed, that the King of Spain did not ſeem to 
grant any farther privileges to the Emperor's ſub- 
jects in the Netherlands, than what had been granted 
to the Engliſh, and other moſt favoured nations: He 
was anſwered by Colonel Raden, who pointed to the 
very articles of the treaty of commerce of Vienna, 
whereby it was expreſly ſtipulated, (Article II.) That 
the ſbips of war and merchant ſaips belonging to the 
contracting parties, or their ſubjetts, ſhould be allowed 
full liberty to frequent the harbours, coaſts, and pro- 
vinces of eath other ; naming particularly the Eaſt- 
Indies, and without any exception as to the Spaniſh 
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IVeſt- Indies, or any other reſtraint on the mips of 


Ing 
beſides victuals and materials for repairing their ſhips: 
Which implied a permiſſion to vend their mer- 


chandizes for ready money; ſo that it was mani. 


feſt, that the ſubjects of the Auſtrian Low-Countries 
were allowed more extenfive privileges than ever 
had been granted to any other nation, contrary to 


ſeveral treaties in force between the crowns of 
Great-Britain and Spain. 


Colonel Bladen, having fully cleared this impor. 
rant point, Mr. Daniel Pulteney ſtood up, and made 


a long ſpeech, wherein having made his obſervations 


on moſt of the points mentioned by Mr. Horatio 
Walpole, he inſinuated, that the ſubject matter of this 


"day's debate was of a very nice nature, and of the 


greateſt importance, and therefore they ought ma- 


turely to conſider of it, before they came to any re- 
folution upon it. He was backed by Mr. Shippen, 


who raiſed the main objection to the treaty of Han- 


ver, vix. That it would engage the Britiſb nation in 
a war, for the defence of his Majeſty's dominions 


in Germany, contrary to an expreſs proviſion made 
for the ſecuring our religion, laws and liberties, in 
the act for farther limitation and ſucceſſion of the 
crown in the proteſtant line; which being the baſis 
and foundation of the preſent ſettlement, was become; 


part of our conſtitution, and therefore ought to be 
ſacred and inviolable. They were anſwered by Mr. 


Pelham Secretary at War, who, among other weighty 
arguments, urged, That the true meaning and 


intent of that limitation, was not wholly and for 


ever to deprive his Majeſty's foreign dominions of 
any aſſiſtance from this nation; for if ſo, his Ma- 
« jeſty in that reſpect would be in a worſe condition 
upon his acceſſion to the Britiſb throne than he was 
before; but only to reſtrain the Sovereign, for the 


* future, from engaging the nation, at his pleaſure, 


in 


8 
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© ina war for the defence of any dominions not be- 
© longing to the crown of England, tvit hout the con- 
« ſent of Parliament, to whom the legiſlature wiſely 
left to judge and determine, whether ſuch a war 
vas Juſt and neceſſary or no? Concluding, that for 
his own part, he was fully of opinion, that if in the 
« preſent juncture and circumſtances of affairs, his 
« Majeſty's foreign dominions ſhould be attacked or 
© inſulted, this nation ought to ſtand by and ſupport 
his Majeſty againſt all his enemies whatſoever. 
And therefore he moved, That an humble addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty 
the thanks of this houſe, for his great goodneſs in 
* communicatingthe treaties of peace and commerce 
coneluded between the Emperor and K ing of pain, 
and the defenſive alliance between his Majeſty, the 
© moſt Chriſtian King, and the King of Pruſſia. To 
« expreſs our juſt ſenſe of his Majeſty's concern for 
© the balance and peace of Europe, and the proteſ- 
tant religion; and above all, our unfeigned grati- 
* tude for his earneſt and ſeaſonable care of the par- 
© ticular intereſts of his Britiſb ſubjects, by forming 
and entering into the ſaid defenſive alliance with 
* the moſt Chriſtian King and the King of Pruſſia, 
in order to obviate and diſappoint the dangerous 
views and conſequences of he treaty of peace be- 
* twixt the Emperor and the King of Spain; and to 
* preſerve the many valuable rights and privileges 
* of this nation, againſt the faral tendency of the 
© faid treaty of commerce, calculated for the intire 
* deſtruction of the Britiſb trade, in breach of ſeve- 
ral ſolemn treaties now in force. To acknowledge 
is Majeſtyꝰs prudence and reſolution, in not letting 
any attempts or inſinuations whatſoever divert his 
Majeſty, from conſulting and ſteadily purſuing the 
© true intereſt of theſe his Kingdoms; and to aſſure 
his Majeſty, that in juſtice and vindication of 
© the honour and dignity of the Brit; crown, this 
* houſe will effectually ſtand by and ſupport his =_ 
| * jetty 
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« jeſty againſt all inſults and attacks, that any Prince 


or power, in reſentment of the juſt meaſures which 
his Majeſty has ſo wiſely taken, ſhall make upon 
« anyof his Majeſty's territories or dominions, tho 
not belonging to the crown of Great-Britain. 
This motion was {econded by Mr. Doddington, one 
of the Lords of the 3 But Dr. Friend and 
Mr. Foley raiſed ſome objections to it. They were 
anſwered by the Maſter of the Rolls, who was re- 
plied to by Sir Thomas Pengelly. After him ſtood 
up the Lord Finch, Controller of the King's Hou- 
Mold, who made a ſhort N on his Ma- 
jeſty's illuſtrious family; Which had ever been 
the bulwark of the reformation; and failed not 
< taking notice of the great ſufferings of the excel. 
< lent Princeſs Elizabeth, daughter to King 
© Fames I. Queen of Bobemia, and his Majeſty's 
< grand-mother, upon account of the proteſtant 
religion. Concluding, - that his Majeſty ſeemed 
to have been led to the Britiſb throne by the 
© hands of Providence, as a reward for the piety of 
his anceſtors.* After this, Mr. William Patton 
made a ſhort ſpeech; and Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer cloſed the debate with confuting a ſugge- 
ſtion, viz. * That the imperial court's backwardneſs 
© in granting the inveſtiture for Bremen and Werden, 
might have been one of the motives to ſome late 
meaſures: Sir Robert aſſuring the houſe, that his 
« Majeſty might long ago have had the ſame inveſ- 
« titure, if he would have paid the exorbitant fees 
that were demanded for it. Upon the whole mat- 
ter, the queſtion being put on Mr. Pelbam's mo- 
tion, it was carried in the affirmative by a majority 
of 285 voices againſt 107. And a Committee was 
appointed to draw up an addreſs according to the 
faid reſolution. The next day, Mr. Pelham report- 
ed the ſaid addreſs, which being agreed to, was, 
on Saturdey the 19th of February, preſented to his 
Majeſty, by the whole houſe, as follows: 


Y 


Mas 
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Moeſt gracious Sovereign, 
*YAK7E your 5 dutiſul and loyal The Ang 
f Subjects, the Commons of Great-Britain tothe King, 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your | 
* Majeſty our moſt humble thanks for your great 
* goodneſs, in communicating to us the treaties of 
peace and commerce concluded between the Em- 
peror and the King of Spain, and the defenfive al- 
liance between your Majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian 
1. King, and the King of Pruſſia. | 
1 * The engagements which your Majeſty has en- = 
n f tred into by the faid defenſive alliance with the 
90 moſt Chriſtian King, and the King of Pruffia, in 
E order to obviate and diſappoint the dangerous 
8 views and conſequences of the treaty of peace be- 
3 tween the Emperor and the King of Spain, and to 
nt * preſerve the many valuable rights and privileges | 
ed of this nation, againſt the fatal tendency of the | 
he * faid treaty of commerce, calculated for the intire 
of Wl © deſtruction of the chief branches of the Britiſb 
10 trade, and in breach of the ſeveral ſolemn treaties 
he no in force, call upon us to expreſs our moſt un- 
Ce ' feigned and grateful ſenſe, of your Majeſty's con- 
ſs cern for the preſervation of the balance and peace 
n, of Europe, the proteſtant religion, and the parti- 
te | cular intereſt of your Britiſb ſubjects. 
his And when we reflect upon your Majeſty's pru- 


e. W © dence and reſolution, in not letting any attempts 
res « or inſinuat ions whatſoever, divert you from con- 
at- « vulting and ſteadily purſuing the good and welfare 
10- Wl + of theſe your Kingdoms; we think ourſelves o- 


ity Il « bliged, by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty and affeftion, 
vag to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, in juſtice and 
the Wl « vindicatiqn of the honour and dignity of the Bri- 
t- « tifh N ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty 
as, « againſt all inſults and attacks that any prince or 
his power, (in reſentment of the juſt meaſures which 

your Majeſty has ſo wiſely taken) ſhall make upon 
loſt 5 © any 


17 


* 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 726. 


c any of your Majeſty's territories or dominions, 
thoꝰ not belonging to the crown of Great. Britain, 


To which the King return'd the following moſt 
gracious anſwer: 


Gentlemen, \ 
I Return you my thanks for this particular mark of 


your Duty, affection and confidence in me. Your 
aſſurances not to ſuffer my foreign dominions to be er- 
poſed or inſulted, on account of the meaſures I have 
taken for the intereſt of theſe kingdoms, will, I hope, 
be a means to preſerve the peace and tranquillity of 
Europe. I have no views of ambition to gratiß); 
T have no thoughts of aggrandifing myſelf, or extend. 
ing any parts of my dominions, at the hazard andexpence 
of the other , and as my honour is the common cauſe 
and concern of my ſubjejetts, their particular intereſts 
Hall, upon all occaſions, be my conſtant caro. 


The Thurſdaybefore, the houſe of Lordstook alſo 
into conſideration the three treaties that had been 
laid before them : After the reading of which, the 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, principalſecretary of ſtate, 
opened the debate, and concluded with a motion, 
much to the ſame purpoſe with that of Mr. Pelhan 
in the houſe of Commons, He was ſeconded by 
his Grace the Dukeof Newcaſtle, the other principal 
ſecretary of ſtate, who took that occaſion to acquaint 
the houſe, with a remarkable paſſage, out of a letter 
from Mr. Sganhope, his Majeſty's miniſter in Spain, 
viz, * That in a private converſation, the Duke of 
* Riperda had not ſcrupled toown, that beſides what 
had already been communicated to him about the 
© late treaties of Vienna, there were ſtill ſome other, 

ö ſecret articles, which in due time ſhould be made 
public, whereby the contracting parties mutually 
engaged to aſſiſt each other with a certain e 

CH 
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, « of troops, in order to ſupport the Oſtend company, 
. « and to recover Gibraltar.“ His Grace being aſked, 
Whether he would produce that letter ? He faid, he 
{ had not the King's command for it ; but was only 
left at liberty to take notice of what he had already 
mentioned. Hereupon the Lord Lechmere obſerved, 
That no ſtreſs could be laid on, or any judgment 
of made of an information that did not come regu- 


af « larly and in form before the houſe ; that beſides, 
* « it was uſual with miniſters of ſtate, ſometimes to 
Ve « drop things that have no reality, in common con- 
, verſation, only to ſound thoſe with whom they ne- 
of « ootiate z that the treaties that had been communi- 
| F © cated to them, being a matter of the niceſt nature, |, 


and greateſt importance, they ought to proceed 
in it with the utmoſt caution, and matureſt deli- 
ye « beration, and therefore he was of opinion, they | 
fs © ought to take ſome time to conſider of it, and ad- | 
* Journ the debate to another day.“ He was anſwer- 
ed by the Earl of Scarborough ; and the queſtion 
ſo being put upon the motion for an addreſs, it was | 
carried without diviſion. | 
he After this, the Lord Lechmere ſtood up, and de- | 


clared, * That he would go as far as any member 
= « of that illuſtrious aſſembly, in vindicating the ho- 
* « nour and dignity of the Britiſb crown, and in ſup- 
by < portingand defending his Majeſty's perſon and go- 
pal vernment: That as their preſent and future hap- 
nt « pineſs depended, next under God, on the ſettlement 
_ © of the crown of theſe realms, on his Majeſty and 
a 4 his royal iſſue, they ought to be extreme cautious 
of of any the leaſt derogation from the act of Par- 
hat « liament by which that happy ſettlement was made; 
he and therefore he was of opinion, and moved, that 
ger. to the ſaid reſolution for an addreſs, the following 
ide © words be added, viz. 
— © [ This houſe not doubting but your Majeſty, in your 


f great wiſdom and juſtice to theſe your kingdoms, will 
P * always preſerve to them the full and entire benefit of 
| os the 
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< the proviſion made for the farther ſecuring our reli. i 
4 gien, laws and liberties, by an at paſſed in the 12th py 
© and 13th years of the reigi ef bis late Majeſty King ola 
« William III. of glorious memory, whereby it is e. 1" 


© nafed, That in caſe the crown and imperial digni- 
© ty of this realm ſhall hereafter come to any Perſox 
not being à native of this kingdom of England, 
© his nation be not obliged to engage in any war for 
| © the defence of any dominions or territories which do 
© not belong to the crown of England, without the con- 
© ſent of Parliament. | 
The Lord -Lechmere was ſeconded by the Earlof 
Strafford : And both their Lordſhipsurged in gene- 
ral, That the clauſe in the act of Parliament re- 
« ferred to in the addition propoſed, being paſſed 
into a law, upon ſo ſolemn an occaſion, as the ſet- 
ling the crown of theſe kingdomg and having 
« ſince been re- enacted upon another very folemn oc- 
© caſion, was become a fundamental and ſacred part 
of the conſtitution of the united kingdom, upon 
« theſtrict and inviolable obſervance of which the 
< farther tranquillity of theſe nations, and the pro- 
« perties' of the ſubjects of Great- Britain greatly 
« depended. That, indeed, a caſe may happen, 
< wherein the conſent of the Lord's houſe to engage 
this nation ina war in defence of his Majeſty's 
dominions in Germany, may be both juſt and ne- 
« ceflary, but that it being reſerved to both houſes 
of Parliament, by the law abovementioned, to 
« deliberate and adviſe upon all the circumſtances, 
and thereupon to conſent to the juſtice of the cauſe 
« for ſuch a warz they were convinced, that the 
words propoſed ought to have been added to the 
« reſolution : The rather, becauſethe ſaid words im- 
a 2 the moſt dutiſul and intire confidence in his 
Majeſty's wiſdom, and juſtice to theſe kingdoms 
in that reſpect; and would have prevented any 
jealouſies which might ariſe in the minds of the 
* ſubjects of this realm, in a matter of ſuch high 


— importance 
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importance. But the queſtion being put, WIR- 
ther the ſaid words ſhould be made part of the re- 
ſolution ? It was carried in the negative by a ma- 


jority of 94 votes againſt 15. 
Die Jovis 17 Februarii 172g. 


The houſe, according to the order of this day 
ven- night, proceeded to take into conſideration 
the copies of the ſeveral treaties laid before the houſe 
by his Majeſty's command on Thur/day. 

And the ſame being read by. the clerk. 


Ordered, That the houſe be now put into a com- 
mittee to take the ſaid treaties into conſideration z 
and the ſaid treaties were referred to the ſaid Come 
mittee. | ; 

The houſe was accordingly adjourned, and put 
into a Committee to take the ſaid treaties into con- 
fideration. 

After ſome time ſpent therein, the houſe was re- 
ſumed; and the Lord Delaw¾ar reported from the 
kid Committee, that they had taken the ſaid trea- 
ties into conſideration, and were come to the fol- 
lowing reſolution, viz. 


' T: HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, 
' That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
* Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks of this 
© houſe, for his moſt gracious condeſcenſion, in lay- 
ing the treaties of peace and commerce, made ar 
* Vienna between his Imperial Majeſty and the King 
* of Spain, and the defenſive alliance concluded be- 
* tween-his Majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian King, and 
the King of Pruſſia, before this houſe: To declare 
* our opinion, that the ſaid treaty of commerce 


* manifeſtly appears to have been calculated, with a 


view to put the trade of the Spaniſh Eaſt and Weſt 

Indies intirely into the hands of his Imperial Ma- 

4 way cjeſty's 
ſ 


the utmoſt of our power, in the engagements he 
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« feſty*s ſubjects, contrary to the Barrier- Treaty made 
between the Emperor and the States-General; to 
© which his Majeſty, at their requeſt, became gva- 
© rantee; as well as in breach of many ſolemn trea- 
< ties and engagements between the crowns of Greats. 
Britain and Spain, to the inexpreſſible damage of 
the ſubjects of this realm: To expreſs our juſt 
« ſenſe of the infinite obligations we lie under to his 
< Majeſty, for the care he has taken of the proteſtant 
« intereſt, and the trade of this nation, by conclud- 
< ing, at ſo critical a juncture, the above-mentioned 
« defenſive alliance, highly neceſſary for maintaining 
© the balance of Europe, as well as for preſerving 
© many valuable rights, immunities, and advantages 
© relating to the trade of Britain: And to aſſure his 
Majeſty, that we will ſtand by and ſupport him to 


< has entered into by this treaty, and in the proſecu- 
tion of ſuch farther meaſures, as his Majeſty, in 
< his great wiſdom, ſhall think proper, for prevent- 
ing the ill conſequences to the trade of this king- 
< dom bythe above-mentioned treaty of commerce: 
To acknowledge his Majeſty's great goodneſs, in 
not ſuffering himſelf to be diverted from a work 
ſo neceſſary to the happineſs of his Britiſh ſubjects; 
© by any inſinuations whatſoever : To give his Ma- 
« jeſtyrhe ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our inviolable fide- 
© lity 3 and that, if his Majeſty ſhall be, at any 
time, inſulted and attacked by any Prince or State 
« whatſoever, inany part of his Majeſty's dominions 
© or territories not belonging to the crown of Great- 
© Britain, in reſentment of ſuch meaſures as hisMx 
« jeſty has taken, for preſerving and maintaining the 
true intereſt and ſafety of this kingdom, and of 
* his having entered into the ſaid defenſive alliance 
© for that purpoſe; we are fully determined, in vin- 
« dication of his Majeſty's honour, to exert ourſelves 
* to the utmoſt, in defending and protecting ſuch 
* dominions from any ſuch inſults or * mY 


\ 
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Which reſolution being read, it was propoſed to 
add theſe words, viz. * This houſe not doubting, 
but your Majeſty, in your great wiſdom and juſ- 
tice to theſe your kingdoms, will always preſerve 
eto them, the full and intire benefit of the provi- 
«fon made for farther ſecuring our religion, laws, 
and liberties, by an act paſſed in the 12th and 
Izth years of the reign of his late. Majeſty King 
Villiam III. of glorious memory, whereby it is 
ſenacted, That in caſe the crown and imperial 
« dignity of this realm ſhall hereafter come to any 
« perſon not being a native of this kingdom of Eng- 
« land, this nation be not obliged to engage in any -. 
« war for the defence of any dominions orterritories 
« which do not belong to the crown of England, 
«* yithout the conſent of Parliament.” 


Which being objeAed to. After debate, the 
queſtion was put, Whether theſe Words ſhall be 
made part of the foregoing reſolution ? It was re- 
eyed in the negative. | 


Diſſentient.* 3 
LT E clauſe of the act of Parliament referred 
to in the words propoſed to be added, being 
paſſed into a law, upon the ſolemn occaſion of ſet- 
ling the crown of theſe realms upon his Majeſty 
ad his royal iſſue, and the ſame proviſion, with o- 
thers in that act made, having been ſince re- enacted 
by Parliament upon another very ſolemn occaſion, 
me are of opinion, that it is thereby become a fun- 
mental, and a very ſacred part of the conſtitution 
af the united kingdom, upon the ſtrict and inviola- 
ble obſervance of which, the future tranquillity of 
is nation, and the properties of the ſubjects of 
breat Britain, may, in our opinion, greatly depend: 
And therefore, we thought the words propoſed fit to 
t added to a reſolution of this houſe, wherein the 
lefence of his Majeſty*s dominionsandterritories not 
Vor. IX. P belong- 


210 


therefore convinced, that the words propoſed, 


which we thiak to be of ſuch importance to then, 
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belonging to the crown of theſe realms, is, as we 


conceive, in ſome meaſure engaged for, 


H. We are of opinion, that the unfeigned zeal 


\ conſtantly ſhewn by this houſe, in defence of his Ma. 


jeſty's ſacred perſon, and the honour and true inte. 
reſt of his government, can never fail to exert it. 
ſelf, in vindication of his Majeſty's honour, again 
all inſults and indigaities whatſoever. And tho 
we are far from thinking, but that a caſe may ariſe 
wherein the conſent of this houſe, to engage thi 
nation in a war, in defence of his Majeſty's domi. 
nions in Germany, may be both juſt and neceſſary, 

et it being, in our judgment, reſerved to both 
3 of Parliament, by the laws above-mentioned 
to deliberate and adviſe upon all the circumſtances, 
and thereupon to conſent to the juſtice of the 
cauſe, whereby this nation ſhall, at any time, be 
engaged in a war upon that account; we were 


ought to have been added to the reſolution. 


III. And the rather, becauſe the words propoſed 
to be added, import the molt dutiful and intire con- 
dence in bis Majeſty's wiſdom and juſtice, to theſe 
kingdoms, in that reſpect, and therefore, if they had 
been added to the reſolution of this houſe, at thi; 
critical juncture, would, as we conceive, have pre- 
vented any jealouſies which might happen to ariſc 
in the minds of the ſubjects of this realm, in a matter, 


Strafford, * Aberdeen, Lechmere, 
Compton, Briſtol, Craven. 
car/dale. Litchfeld, | 
And an humble addreſs was prepared purſuant 
«0 the foregoing reſolution, | 1 
The 


ant 


The 
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The next Day (Feb. 18.) the houſe of Lords, in 
2 body waited on the King with their addreſs, 
which was as follows : 


Moſt gracious ſovereign, 


8 5 V E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal The haue 


ſubjects the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 


ein Parliament aſſembled, humbly beg leave to re- Ens. 


turn your Majeſty our moſt hearty thanks, for 
your moſt gracious condeſcenſion in laying the 
treaties of peace and commerce made at Vienna, 
between his imperial Majeſty and the King of 
Hain, and the defenſive alliance concluded be- 
* tween your Majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian King, 
* and the King of Pruſſia, before this Houſe. 

The faid treaty of commerce plainly appears to 
dus, upon our molt mature conſideration thereof, 
to have been calculated with a view to put the 
trade of the Spaniſh Eaſt and Weſt Indies intirely 
into the hands of his imperial Majeſty's ſubjects, 
* contrary to the barrier treaty made between the 
Emperor and the States General, to which your 
' Majeſty, at their requeſt, became guarantee; as 
i well as in breach of many ſolemn treaties and en- 
gagements to the contrary, between the crowns 
' of Great Britain and Spain, and to the inexpreſ- 
' ſible damage of the ſubjects of this realm. 

We cannot ſufficiently expreſs our ſenſe of the 
infinite obligations we lie under to your Majeſty, 
for your care of the Proteſtant intereſt abroad, and 
© of the tradC of this nation, by concluding at ſo cri- 
* tical a juncture, the above-mentioned defenſive al- 
* lance, highly neceſſary for maintaining the balance 
* of Europe, as well as for the preſerving many ya- 
able rights, immunities, and advantages relating 
to the trade of Britain; and we aſſure your Ma- 
qeſty, that we will ſtand by and ſupport your Ma- 
jeſty, to the utmoſt of our power, in the engage- 
ments you have entered into by this treaty, and in 
Ke PA the 
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_ © our indiſpenſible duty to aſſure your Majeſty, up- 


_ * meaſures as your Majeſty has taken for preſerving 


© are fully determined, in vindication of your Ma- 
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Al 
the proſecution of ſuch farther meaſures, as your 
« Majeſty in your great wiſdom ſhall think proper, “ jp 
for preventing the ill conſequences to the trade of . 
this kingdom, by the above-mentioned treaty of E. 
commerce. of , 

We moſt humbly acknowledge your Majeſty 116 
Goodneſs in not ſuffering yourſelf to be diverted, jp 


through any ſuggeſtionsor inſinuations whatſoever, wel 


from a work ſo neceſſary to the welfare of your Fl 
« Britiſh Subjects. . 


They muſt have the meaneſt thought of this 11 
nation, who can imagine us capable of tamely ſuf. be d 
« fering-any inſult or indignity to be offered to your 


* Majeſty, on account of your Majeſty's firmneſs in 
maintaining the true intereſt and happineſs of your 
people: But juſtice, gratitude and honour fill our 
hearts with very different ſentiments, and make it 


© on this occaſion, That if your Majeſty ſhall be at 
any time inſulted or attacked by any Prince or 
State whatſoever, in any part of your Majeſty's 
* dominions or territories, not belonging to the 
crown of Great Britain, in reſentment of ſuch 


and maintaining the trade and ſafety of this king- 
dom, and of, your Majeſty's having entered into 
the ſaid defenſive alliance for that purpoſe ; we 


« jeſty*s honour, to exert ourſelves to the utmoſt in 0 

* defending and protecting ſuch dominions from W _ 

any ſuch inſults and attacks.” - 2 
- His Majeſty's anſwer was to this effect: 

to 

My Lords, — 5 


Thank you kindly for this moſt ſeaſonable and lyyal 
Addreſs; the true concern you ſhew for your cout- i 

try is no leſs acceptable to me, than the regard you - þ 
preſs “ 
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preſs for my howour, Tye aſſurances you give me in 
relation to my territories avroad, will, [ am perſuade? 
untribute very much to the preſerving the public peace 
if Europe; and you may depend upon my making no 
other uſe of that confidence, which is ſo firmly eſta- 
blihed between us, than to maintain and promote the 
welfare of this kingdom. 


March 24, Mr. Treaſurer (Sir P. Methuen ) ac- 
quainted the Commons, That he had a meſſage from 
his Majeſty to the houſe, ſigned by his Majeity, and 
he delivered the ſame to Mr, Speaker, who read it 
1s follows: 


GEORGE R. | 

IS Majeſty having nothing more at heart, than 

an earneſt deſire te ſecure to his own ſubjetts the 
full and free enjoyment of their trade and naviga- 
tion, and in the beſt mauner, to prevent and fru- 
ſtrate ſuch dgfigns as have been formed agaiuſt the 
particular intereſt of this nation, and the general 
peace of Europe, has found it neceſſary, not only to 
augment his maritime force, but to concert ſuch other 
meaſures, as may moſt effettually conduce to theſe de- 
frable ends; and as theſe ſervices will require ſome 
extraordinary expence, his Majeſty hopes he ſhall be 
enabled, by the aſſiſtance of Parliament, to increaſe 


the number of ſeamen already voted, and granted for 


the ſervice of this year; and tq enter into, and make 


good ſuch engagemeuts, as the circumſtances aud ei- 


rency of affairs may require. 


After the reading of this meſſage, it was reſolved 
to take the ſame into conſideration the next morning: 
But Mr. Shipper took notice, that this meſſage had all 
the air of another, ſent to them about the beginning 
of April 1717, importing in ſubſtance, That his Ma- 
Jeſty being deſirous, not only to ſecure bis kingdom a- 
gainſt the preſent danger from Sweden, but likewiſe 

| 1 | 10 
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to prevent the like apprebenſions for the future, had 
thought it neceſſary early to concert meaſures with 
other Princes and ſtates; and as this might reguire 
ſome expence, his Majeſty hoped, that the Commons. 
by their aſſiſtance at this juncture, would enable hin 
to make good ſuch engagements as might eaſe bis peopl 
of all future charge and apprehenſions upon that ac. 
count. That he remembered, ſo unexpected and 
© ſo unprecedented a meſſage was received with 
great ſurprize, and occaſioned very high and long 
« debates in that houſe ; that he himſelf repreſented 
and urged the unparliamentarineſs of aſking and 
granting ſupplies, without an eſtimate of the ex. 
* pence; and had the honour to be then ſupported 
by a great many worthy gentlemen, and by ſome 
in particular who ſeemed now to be of another opi- 


nion. That after much oppoſition, it was at laft | 


carried, by a majority of four voices only, to grant 
his Majeſty a ſupply, which was afterwards fixed at 
© 2500007. but that they could never know how that 
© money had been laid out; and therefore he moved, 
© That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma. 
jeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct 
* the proper officers to lay before the houſe an ac- 
count of the diſpoſition of the 2500007. granted 
© to his Majeſty April 13, 1717, to enable his Majejty 
* to concert ſuch meaſures with foreign Princes and 
« ftates, as might prevent any charge or apprebenſions 
from the deſigns of Sweden.“ This motion was ſc- 
conded by Mr. Snell, but the previous queſtion being 
put, that the queſtion be now put upon the ſaid mo- 
tion, it was carried in the negative, without a diviſion 

On the 25th of March, the Commons proceeded 
to take into conſideration his Majeſty's molt gracious 
meſſage of the day before, which being read by Mr. 
Speaker, Sir ///i/liam Yonge opened the matter, and 
having ſhewed the neceſſity of an extraordinary ſup- 
ply, moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to make ſuch 


all 
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in addition to the number of ſeamen already voted, 

and to concert ſuch other meaſures as his Majeſty 

all, in his great wiſdom, think will beſt conduce 

to the ſecurity of the trade and navigation of this 

kingdom, and to the preſervation of the peace of 
Europe; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this houſe 
will effectually provide for, and rake good all ſuch 
expences and engagements as ſhall be made for ob- 
zining theſe great and deſirable ends. This motion 
was ſeconded by Mr. Pelbam, Secretary at war; but 
was warmly oppoſed by many of the beſt Speakers 
in the houſe, and Sir Miiliam Jonge's motion being 
on the other hand ſupported by the moit eminent 
ſticklers for the court, the diſpute laſted for about 
ix hours. 


The ſpeakers on both ſides were, 


For the Addreſs. Againſt the Addrefs. 
Sir William Yonge, Sir Wilfred Lawſon, 
Mr. Pelham, Mr. Shippen, 

Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Snell, 
Mr. Thompſon, Mr. William Pulteney, 
Mr. Onflow, Sir Villiam Wyndham, 


Lord Finch, 
Sir William Strickland, 


Sir Foſeph Fekyll, 


| Mr. Hungerford, -- 


Mr. Doddington, Mr. Daniel Pulteney, 
Mr. Thomas Lewis, | Mr. Freeman, 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Sandys, 
| Mr. Lutwyche, 
Sir Jobn Ruſhout. 


At laſt the queſtion being put upon Sir Villiam 
Tonge's motion, it was carried in the affirmative, 
by a majority of 270 votes againſt 89, and re- 
ſolved, That the ſaid reſolution, by way of ad- 
dreſs, be preſented to his Majeſty by the whole 
houſe z which being done accordingly, the next day 
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his Majeſty was pleaſed to return the following 
anſwer. I 


Gentlemen, | 


1 Return you my thanks for this loyal and affectionat: 
Addreſs ; and you may be aſſured, I ſhall make 10 


other uſe of the confidence your repoſe in me, but for pre. 


ſerving the general tranquillity, and in ſupport of the 


trade, honour, and intereſt. of my people. 


On the 20th of April there was a remarkable de. 
bate in the houſe of Peers, upon this occaſion : His 
Majeſty having, on the 24th of March laſt, ſent a 
meſſage to the houſe of Commons, importing in 
ſubſtance, His Majeſty hoped he ſhould be enabled by 
the aſſiſtance of his Parliament to increaſe the number 
of ſeamen already voted ; and the ſaid meſſage not 
having, at the ſame time, been ſent, nor afterward; 
communicated to the houſe of Peers, the Earl of 
Strafford took notice of it, and upon his motion, 
Wedneſday the 20th of April, was appointed for tak- 
ing into conſideration that part of the printed votes 
of the houſe of Commons of the 24th of March, 
1725, purporting to be a meſſage to that houſe from 


his Majeſty, under his royal ſign manual. 


The Earl of S/rafford opened the debate in a long 
ſpeech, wherein his lordſhip endeavoured to ſhew, 
That the ſaid meſſage was unprecedented, and 
« ſtruck ay the ancient privileges of the houſe of 
Peers, who are the grand ſtanding council of the 


Sovereign; the hereditary and perpetual guardians 


of the liberties and properties of the people, and, 
next the King, the principal part of the legiſlature, 
and who therefore have a right to be conſulted in 
all matters of public concern. Concluding, That 


.* an addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to know 


* who adviſcd his Majeſty not to ſend the ſame meſ- 
* ſage to the houſe of Peers, as was ſent to the houſe 


of Commons? Hereupon the Lord Tragor, Lord 


bs * privy- 
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privy-ſeal, rightly foreſeeing the tendency of ſuch a 
motion, moved, That the tarther conſideration of 
that matter might be adjourned for a month. He 
was ſeconded by his grace the Duke of Devonſhire : 
But they were anſwered by the Lord Lechmere, who 
in a long, learned, and vehement ſpeech, repre- 
ſented, in ſubſtance, < That the ſubject matter of this 
debate was of ſo great conſequence to his Majeſty's 
« ſervice, to the honour of that noble and illuſtrious 
* aſſembly, tothe ancient conſtitutiop of Parliament, 
and to the proſperity and welfare of the kingdom; 
that it ought not to be poſtponed at all, much leſs 
for ſuch a length of time, as amounted to a laying 
© it intirely, aſide. That it muſt be for the ſervice 
and ſupport of the crown, upon all occaſions, to 
have the advice of both houſes of Parliament; and 
as the meſſage in queſtion was only ſent to the houſe 
© of Commons, and there had not yet been any com- 
© munication with their lordſhips upon it, though it 
* contained mattersof the higheſt importance, it tend- 
ed to undermine the very foundation of the houſe of 
Peers, and of the ancient conſtitution of the king- 
dom. That the rights of the people of England 
* were, in ſome meaſure invaded, whenever they 
vere deprived of the aſſiſtance of that houſe of Par- 
* lament, without whom no aid can be given to the 
* crown, nor any taxes laid on the ſubjects: And 
therefore, if this debate ſhould be adjourned to ſo 
long a day, it might be inferred from ſuch a dila- 
* tory proceeding, that their lordſhips were not as 
* jealous of their own privileges, and of the rights 
* and properties of the people, at this time, and as 
much determined toſupport and defend them both, 


* as any of their anceſtors and predeceſſors had for- 


* merly been. That it was the undoubted, inherent 
and fundamental right of the houſe of Peers, to 
alter and amend all money bills which came from 
the Commons; and though in ſome late inſtances 
the Commons had diſputed that right, yet the 

Lords 
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Lords had never failed to maintain and aſſert it. 
That, accord ing to ancient uſage, all demands of 
« ſupply ſhould come from the throne in the houſe 
of Peers, and therefore all other methods are un- 
parliamentary, new, and dangerous to the conſti- 
* rution ? All which aſſertions his lordſhip corrobo- 
rated by ſeveral precedents upon record, which he 
cauſed to be read. The Lord Lechmere was anſwer. 
ed by the Lord Onſloro, and the Lord Viſcount Tous 
fend ; but they were replied to by the Lord Bat hurſt, 
who, among other things, took notice, That the 
<* appellation of Parliament being given to the Com- 
* mons and ſeparately from the Lords, was intirely 
new and unprecedented ; That this was ſo far from 
being the language of former times, that though 
of late the Commons tock upon them to begin all 
money bills, yet there was a time whenthey were 
« ſo inconſiderable as to apply to the Lords, to deſire 
* them to provide money for the public ſervice; 
That if, at this time, the Lords ſuffered themſelves 
to be overlooked in this manner, they might come, 
* at laſt, to be voted uſeleſs, as they had formerly 
been: And therefore, leſt any miſtake of this kind 
©< ſhould be attended with ſuch ill conſequence, as to 
© encourage evil miniſters hereafter to a total neg- 
lect of the houſe of Peers, his lordſhip was of o- 
© pinion, That proper notice ſhould be taken of it 
immediately, inſtead of deferring the farther con- 
ſideration of it for a month. Hercupon the Far! 
of Scarborough ſaid, That he did not deny, that 
| © the Peers have a right to be adviſed with in all 
matters of importance, and to give their conſent to WM x 
money bills: But he added, That in the caſe be- 
© fore them, it ſeemed needleſs to ſend the meſſage 
in queſtion to their houſe, becauſe their lordſhips f 
had implicitly given their conſent to the augment WW ( 
© ing the number of ſeamen, in their adarets ct { 
thanks to his Majeſty, wherein the ſaid augment: 


tion was hinted at. As to what had been fugge!t- 
cd, 
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«ed, That formerly the Commons applied to the 
Lords to provide money tor the public ſervice, the 
© reaſon of it was, becauſe, at that time, none had 
any money to give but the Lords, moſt of the 
lands being then in their hands; whereas ſince the 
* reigns of Henry VII. and Henry VIII. the caſe is 
very much altered; and therefore they ought not to 
© conſider how things were formerly, but how they 
{are at preſent, and ſo act as they find them.“ The 
Earl of Scarborough was replied to by the Lord Lonſ- 
dale, who was backed by the Earl of ' Cheſterfield. 
The Duke of Newcaſtle having anſwered them, the 
Lord Bathurſt replied to his Grace; upon which 
the Lord Townſhend ſpoke again, and was ſupport- 
ed by the Lord Viſcount Falmouth. To theſe two, 
the Lord Lechmere and Earl Strafford replied, but 
they were anſwered by the Lords Trevor and Har- 
court, At laſt, the queſtion being ſtated upon the 
Lord Trevor*s motion, viz. Whether the farther 
conſideration of the order of the day ſhould be ad- 
journed to that day month ? It was carried in the 
affirmative, by a majority of 69 voices againſt 31. 


Die Mercurii 20 Aprilis, 1726. 


The order of the day being read, for taking into 


conſideration that part of the printed votes of the 


houſe of Commons of the 24th of March, 1725, 
1 to be a meſſage to that houſe from his 
ajeſty, under his royal ſign manual. 


And the fame being read by the clerk, it was 


propoſed to adjourn the farther conſideration there- 
of for a Month. | 


After debate, the queſtion was put, Whether the 


farther conſideration of the ſaid order of the day 
ſhall be adjourned to this day month? It was re- 
ſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 
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Diſſentient. | 
J. | rn we canceive the ſubject matter of this 
debate to be of ſo great conſequence to his 


Majeſty's ſervice, to the honour of this houſe, to 


| J 


the conſtitution of Parliament, and to the proſpe. 
rity of the kingdom, that it ought not to haye 
been poſtponed at all, much leſs for ſuch a length 
of time. It muſt be for the ſervice and ſupport 
of the crown to have the advice of both houſes of 
Parliament upon all occaſions ; and as the meſſage 
taken notice of, was only ſent to the houſe of Com- 
mans, there has hitherto been no communication 
with this houſe thereupon, tho? it contains matters 
of the higheſt importance ; and we conceive, that 
it tends to undermine the very foundation of this 
houſe, when the lower houſe is alone adviſed with, 
upon any matter which concerns the intereſt of the 
whole kingdom. | | | 


H. As this houſe has always been eſteemed the 
hereditary and perpetual guardians of the liberties 
and properties of the people, they ought not to be 
excluded from giving their advice, in all matters 
of public concern; and the rights of the people of 
England are, as we apprehend; invaded, whenever 
they are deprived of the aſſiſtance of this houſe of 
Parliament, without whom no aids can be giyen to 
the crown, nor no taxes impoſed on the people; 


therefore, as we conceive, this meſſage (being ſent 


to the houſe of Commons only) tends to ſubvert 
thoſe rights. We think this debate ſhould not 
have been adjourned, leſt any inference ſhould be 
drawn from this dilatory proceeding, that this houſe 
is not as jealous of their rights and privileges at 
this time, and as much determined to ſupport them, 
as any of their anceſtors have formerly been. 


IH 
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III. Since it cannot be doubted, that it is an in- 
herent and fundamental right in this houſe, to alter 
and amend all money bills which come from the 
Commons, we cannot but apprehend alſo, that all 
demands of ſupply ſhould come from the Throne 
in this houſe of Parliament, according to ancient 
uſage; and we conceive all other methods of de- 
manding ſupplies, are new, and muſt be danger- 
ous to the conſtitution. 


IV. Becauſe there is an expreſſion in the meſſage, 
which we apprehend to be intirely unprecedented, 
and never before uſed in any meſſage to the houſe 
of Commons: The appellation of Parliament be- 
ing given to them, ſeparately from this houſe; and 
therefore, leſt any miſtake of this kind ſhould be 
attended with ſuch ill conſequence, as to encourage 
evil Miniſters hereafter to a total negle& of this 
houſe, we conceive, that proper notice ſhould 
have been taken of it immediately, without defer- 
ring the farther conſideration thereof for a month. 


Scarſdale, Aberdeen, Warrington, 
Strafford, Coventry, Boyle, * 
Craven, Compton, Bathurſt, 
Litchfeld, Exeter, © Gower, 
Aſhburnham, Bruce, Montjoy, 
Uxbridge, Lechmere, Foley. 
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The fifth feſion of the ſecond Septennial Pat. 


liament. 


O N the 17th of January his Majeſty came to 
the houſe of Peers, and being in his royal robe 
ſeated on the Throne, with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Wl * 2 


Willam Sanderſon, Gentleman-uſher of the black. W * 
rod, was ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the 
houſe of Commons, commanding their, attendance 1 


in the houſe of Peers; the Commons being com: t 
thither accordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſed (bythe „ 
mouth of the Lord High Chancellor) to make the Ml f 


following moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes. 1. 

t 

My Lords and Gentlemen, t 
8 Acquainted you laſt year with the treaties of 

5 ace and commerce concluded between th: Wl * : 

) Emperor and the King of Spain. As that ſudden WM «1 

and unaccountable conjunction gave, at the firk i 

appearance, juſt grounds of jealouſy and apprehen- Wl *- 

< fion to the neighbouring powers of Europe, the ſub- = 

* ſequent proceedings and tranſactions in thoſe two Wl © « 

© courts, and the ſecret and offenſive alliances, con- FX 

* cluded between them about the ſame time, have 6 

laid the foundations of a moſt exorbitant and for-. 

* midable power, and are ſo directly levelled againſt W * 


the moſt valuable and darling intereſts and privi- . 
* leges of this nation, that we mult determine either 
* tamely to ſubmit to the peremptory and unjuſt © 
demands of the King of Spain, in giving up Gi , 
 * braltar, and patiently to acquieſce in the Emperor's Wl * 
© uſurped and extended exerciſe of trade and com- 
* merce, or muſt reſolve to be in a condition to do 
© ourſelves juſtice, and to defend our und:ubted 5 
rights againſt theſe reciprocal engagements en- s 
« tered into, in defiance and violation of all na- 6 
tional faith, and the molt ſolemn treaties. : 
] have likewiſe received information from diffe- 
rent parts, on which I can intirelydepend, that the 
placing 
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« placing the Pretender upon the Throne of this * 


Bap bem is one of the articles of the ſecret engage- 


ment; and if time ſhall evince, that the giving 
«up the trade of this nation to one power, and Gi- 


Braltar and Port- mabon to another, is made the 
price and reward of impoſing upon this kingdom 
« a Popiſh Pretender, what an indignaticn mult this 
« raiſe in the breaſt of every Proteſtant Briton ! 
Nor were theſe fatal combinations confined to 
© thoſe parts of the world alone, but they extended 
* themſelves into Ruſſia; and had not the deſigns 
« of that court againſt ſome of their neighbours been 
prevented by the ſeaſonable arrival of our fleet in 
« thoſe ſeas, a way had been opened for invading 
\ theſe kingdoms, and giving a powerful aſſiſtance 
to any attempt to be made from other quarters. 
Such circumſtances would not ſuffer me and my 
Allies, among whom there has been, and is the 
* moſt perfect harmony, union, and concert, to be 
idle ſpectators, and regardleſs of our own ſafety, 
and the common cauſe of Europe; for which pur- 


* poſe his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has been at a great 
* expencÞ, this laſt year, in augmenting his forces; 


and the States General, ſenſible of the imminent 


danger, have not only acceded to the defenſive 


alliance concluded at Hanover, but hive come to 
' ſtrong and ſeaſonable reſolutions for an extraor- 


* dinary augmentation of their forces both by ſea 
and land. The acceſſion of the crown of Sweden 


eis in ſuch a forwardneſs, and the negotiations 
© with the crown of Denmark are ſo far advanced, 


i that we may reaſonably depend upon the ſucceſs 
and good effect of them. 


* This ſhort view of the preſent poſture of affairs 


„will, I am confident, not only ſecure to me the 
* ſupport and aſſiſtance of my Parliament, in carry- 
ing on this great and neceſſary work, in conjunc- 


tion with my Allies; but juſtify the meaſures hi- 
therto taken, and the expences already made. : 
The 
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The confidence you repoſed in me laſt year, has 
been made uſe of for the benefit of the public; and 
das the chief article of exceeding has, by my e- 

« Juipping, and ſending to ſea, three conſiderable 
« {quadrons, fallen upon the head of the navy, La 
0 2 the neceſſity of the ſervices, and the 
« fecurity, advantage, and glory that has accrued to 
this nation from thoſe ſquadrons, will ſufficiently 
< ſpeak for themſelves, as long as both friends and 
© foes, with joy, or concern, confeſs they have ſeen 
and felt the Effects of the naval power of Great 
© Britain. * ar 

It is not to be wondered at, that the Princes 
© ingaged in theſe Enterprizes, are very much diſ- 
* turbed to ſee their projects rendered abortive: 
The King of Spain, impatient of the . 
ments he has met with, can no longer diſguiſe 
© that enmity to us, which for ſome time he has only 
< waited for a favourable opportunity to declare. 
He has now ordered his Miniſter reſiding here, to 
« depart immediately from this country, leaving a 
< memorial, that is little ſhort of a declaration of 
war, wherein he again demands and inſiſts upon 
« the reſtitution of Gibraltar. He does not himſelf 
deny the gffenſive alliance, nor his ingagements 
co ſupport” the Oftend company: He makes my 
« recalling thaſe ſquadrons, which his conduct had 
put me under a neceſſity of ſending to the Ve 
Indies, and the coaſt of Spain, the condition of any 
| © farther correſpondence between the two crowns; 
and ſuppoſing the continuance of my fleets abroad 
to be actual hoſtilities, threatens to repel them 
« with force, to the urmoſf of his power. 

But not content with theſe menaces, inſults, and 
< infractions of treaties, his Catholic Majeſty is now 


making preparations to attack and beſiege G:bral- 


tar; and in order to carry on that ſervice, or to 


cover another deſign, has aſſembled a Ne ory 
eas Rig arc OG lb * 9 g 40 
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as Wl «of troops in that neighbourhood: But as the pre- 
d WM *{erit ſtate and condition of that garriſon, with the 
e- reinforcements I have ordered thither, give me 
le Wl «little cauſe to 2 or my enemies to hope I 
8 for ſucceſs in that undertaking, the certain and 1 
© W* undoubted intelligence I have, that it is now re- 1 
to il ſolved to attempt an invaſion upon theſe kingdoms 
ly Win favour of the Pretender, by an embarkation 
1d Wl © from the coaſts of Spain, gives me reaſon to believe, 
cn chat tho' the ſiege of Gibraltar may probably be 
a: W* undertaken, the public, avowed, and immenſe 
' preparations made for that purpoſe, are chiefly cal- 
© Wl © culated to amuſe the world, and to diſguiſe the in- 
i- * tended invaſion, which I am ſurely informed has 
©: been for ſome time agreed to be the fifſt ſtep and 
beginning of the long premeditated rupture. 


fe 
ly Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
re. © Theſe conſiderations muſt awaken in you all 


to ſuch a ſenſe of our common and immediate danger, 
4 Wu will, I doubt not, inſpire you with a zeal and 
of W* chearfulneſs in raiſing the ſupplies neceſſary for the 
on defence of your country, and for making good 
ef (our engagements with our Allies. 
Its I received too much fatisfaftion from the happi- 
u nfs of my people, in their full enjoyment and 
ad future proſpect of peace; eaſe; and proſperity, not 
o be ſenſibly affected with theſe new convulſions, 
ny and the unavoidable neceſſity I am under, of aſæx- 
„ Wing larger ſupplies of my people; and of deſiring | 
ad Wh to be enabled to make ſuch an augmentation of 
mM my fotces, by ſea and land, as the preſent exi- 
gency of affairs requires. | 
nd © will order the proper eſtimates to be laid be- 
W Wh fore you, and ſuch treaties as I have made with 
al- foreign Princes for the hire of foreign troops; and 
to Les 'the expence I was laſt year intruſted to make, 
bas amounted to no conflderable ſum, and the 
vor. IX. . © public 
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public utility may again require the like ſervices 


to be performed, I hope you will again repoſe 
the ſame truſt and confidence in me. 

It is with great pleaſure that I fee the time ſo 
© near approaching, when ſuch a conſiderable addi. 
< tion will be made to the ſinking fund: Let all that 


© with well to the peace and quiet of my govern. 


ment, have the ſatisfaction to ſee, that our preſent 
< neceſſities ſhall make no interruption in the pro- 
6 oreſs of that deſirable work, of gradually dif- 
charging the national debt: I hope therefore you 
vill make a proviſion for the immediate applica- 
tion of the produce of the ſinking fund, to the 
< uſes for which it was ſo wiſely contrived, and to 
© which it ſtands now appropriated. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

© I have had no thoughts of making any acquiſi- 
tions to any Part of my dominions; my whole 
care and concern has been to preſerve and main- 
* tain. the undoubted rights and privileges of my 
people; and therefore all my meaſures have been 
< preventive and defenſive : But ſuch endeavours 
being now rendered impracticable, vigorous reſo- 
< lutions, and a ſpeedy execution of them, can alone 


put an effectual end to thedangers that ſurround us, 


However hazardous and deſperate the enterprizes 
formed againſt us, may appear to be, your beingaſ- 
< ſured that they are reſolved upon, will, I am per- 
< {uaded, be ſufficient to prevail upon you, to put your 
« ſelves in a condition to reſiſt and defeat them. 
If preſerving a due balance of power in Europe, 
if defending the poſſeſſions of the crown of Great- 
+ Britain, of infinite advantage and ſecurity to our 
trade and commerce, if ſupporting that trade and 
commerce againſt dangerous and unlawful en- 
croachments, and if the preſent eſtabliſnment, the 
religion, liberties, and properties of a Proteſtant 


* people, are any longer conſiderations Worthy: of 
5 4 


the care and attention of a Britiſb Parliament, I 
need ſay no more to incite my loyal and faithful 


© houſes of Parliament, to exert themſelves in the 
defence of all that is dear and valuable to them. 


The King being withdrawn, the Lords reſolved 
to preſent an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty, which 
being immediately drawn up, reported and agreed 
to, was next day (January 18) preſented by tlie 
whole houſe to his Majeſty, as follows, viz. | 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Aue of 
' ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal las. * 


in Parliament aſſembled, humbly beg leave to re- 
turn your Majeſty our hearty thanks for your Ma- 
' jeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne. 
We cannot but eſteem ourſelves in duty bound 
{ moſt humbly and gratefully to acknowledge your 
© Majeſty's exceeding goodneſs, in opening to your 
Parliament a ſcene of the higheſt importance to 
* this kingdom. The world now muſt be con- 
vinced, that the courts of Vienna and Madrid have 
laid the foundations of ſuch an exorbitant and for- 
* midable power, as may, in time, overturn the ba- 


lance, and deſtroy the liberties of Europe. Were 


ve not filled with the deepeſt reſentment at the in- 
dignities which have been offered to your Majeſty, 
ve ſhould be unworthy of all the bleſſings we enjoy 
under your Majeſty's moſt gracious and excellent 
government. The invaſions made upon the rights 
* and privileges of your people, in the moſt impor- 
tant branches of their commerce; the menaces and 
* inſults uſed towards your Majeſty; the perempto- 
* ry demand of the reſtitution of Gibraltar, which 
place, and the iſland of Minorca, both being of 
the utmoſt conſequence to your people, were 
yielded up by the preſent King of Spain himſelf, 


and 
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and do indiſputably belong to the crown of Great 
* Britain by moſt folemy treaties: But above all, 


the engagements entered into for placing a Popiſh 


Pretender upon your Throne, - muſt raiſe the 
< warmeſt indignation in all thoſe who have the leaſt 
« ſenſe: of their duty to the beſt of Sovereigns, and 
any regard to the Proteſtant religion, to the ho- 


+ *.nour, intereſt, and proſperity of their country. 
We are truly ſenſible of the wiſe meafures taken 


by your Majeſty for preventing the dangers which 
threatned us; your early care in forming and en- 
tering into the defenſive alliance, to which the ac- 
ceſſion of the States General has added fo great 
< weight; the eftabliſhing a perfect harmony, uni- 
on, and concert between your Majeſty, the moſt 
* Chriſtian King, and the States General; the ſe- 
veral negotiations which your Majeſty, in con. 
junction with your Allies, is carrying on with 
+ Sweden, Denmark, and other powers; and the 
< ſhewing the r and influence of your nayal 
force, by the ſeaſonable equipment of three conſi- 
< derable. ſquadrons, are the apparent cauſes to 
© which, next under God, we owe the preſervation 
of the public peace, and the preventing the exe- 
cẽution of thoſe deſtructive and unjuft deſigns, that 
had been formed againſt this nation, and the li- 


_ © berties of Europe. The very great fatisfaCtion 


< your Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to expreſs at 
the happineſs of your people, in their full enjoy- 
ment ot peace, eaſe, and proſperity z your tender 
concern, for their ſake, at the proſpect of any 
new commotions, and your continual care every 


_ © where to preſerve and maintain the undoubted 


rights and privileges of all your ſubjects, cannot 


but fill their hearts with the moſt grateful ſenſe of 


their duty, and raiſe in them the utmoſt deteſta- 
tion and contempt of the vain imagination of pl - 
eing a Popiſh Pretender on the Throne. We do 


a theretore, 


at © therefore; at this important juncture, moſt humbly 
11, beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty of our ſteady and 
in Wl © unſhaken fidelity, and nothing' ſhall ever divert 
he or deter us from making out᷑ ſtrongeſt efforts, 1 
aſt for maintaining your Majeſty's undoubted right q 
nd and title to the crown of this realm, 3 $ 


10- ſerving our preſent happy eſtabliſnment: And we þ 
ry. ¶beſeech your Majeſty to believe, that we will; to 1 
en the utmoſt of our power, enable your Majeſty to = 
ich Wl © make good all your engagements with your Al- 1 
en- © lies, and to preſerve the trade of this kingdom in 1 


ac- Wl its utmoſt extent; to vindicate your honour, and 
cat Wl © to aſſert and defend your right to Gibrallar, and 
ni- the iſland of Minorca, which are of the greateſt 
oft importante to the preſervation of the commerce 


ſe- Wl © and naval ſtrength of Great Britain; and to main- 4 
on. Wl © tain your right to every other part of your domi- 4 
ich Wl © nions, againſt all attempts whatſoever; and that F 
the MW © we ſhall, at all times, be ready to concur in ſuch i 
val proper meaſures, as may effectually enable your ii 
nſi- Wl * Mateſty, in conjunction with your Allies, to | 
to bring to reaſon all ſuch powers, as ſhall at any 1 
ion time diſturb the general peace and tranquillity A 
xc- ¶ of Europe.“. eee 3 
hat ban bh R's 1 
li. My Lords, og WS. . J 
ion Jo you heartily for this very dutiful and | loyal 2 
d at addreſs; your warm concern for maintaining my bi 
% Wh honour, and tht rights of my crown, and for preſerv- 0 


der Wl ing the trade of this kingdom, is a freſh and very ſea- 
any enable inftance of your love to your country, as well 
I) Wl © of your duty and affection th 55 e 

ted WM Tur approbation of the ſeveral meaſures I have | 
not taken for preſerving the public peace and tranquillity, - q 
c of e feeuring the rights and privileges cf my people 4 
ta- ag all uſurpations, gives me great ſatisfattion. i 
pli- W 1 intively depend on the many faithful and affectio- 9 
do gate aſſurances you have given me in this addreſs by 1 
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Wa may as abſolutely depend on my conſtant endea- 
vours to promote the bappineſs of all my people. 


The day before, the Commons being returned to 
their houſe, and Mr. Speaker having reported his Ma. 
jeſty's ſpeech, Mr. Onſlow moved, That an hum- 
< ble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return 
him the thanks of this houſe for his moſt gracious 
< ſpeech from the Throne; to acknowledge his Ma- 
jeſty's goodneſs, in acquainting his Parliament with 
the ſeveral proceedings and alliances entered into 
* between the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
giving ſuch juſt cauſe of jealouſy to the neigh. 
* bouring Princes and States, ſo formidable and 
* deftructive of the true balance of power in Eu. 
rape, and ſtriking at the foundation of the moſt 
valuable privileges and intereſts of the ſubjects of 
his Majeſty, and thoſe of his Allies: To declare 

the reſentment of the Commons of Great Britain, 
at the unjuſt demand of the King of Spain for the 
© reſtitution of Gibraltar, and the unwarrantable 
* uſurpation of the Emperor, in erecting and car- 
* rying on the Oſtend trade, and their mutual obli. 
* gations to ſupport each other in theſe unjuſtifiable 
attempts and undertakings : But above all, to ex- 
* preſs our higheſt indignation at the reſolutions and 
* engagements entered into, for attempting to place 
the Pretender on the Throne of theſe kingdoms: 
Io return his Majeſty the thanks of this houſe, 
for his great care in ſtrengthening his alliances, 
and for employing his royal fleet ſo uſefully for 
the ſecurity, advantage and glory of this nation. 
© And as this houfe cannot but look upon the men- 
* ſures and reſolutions, taken in oppoſition to, and 
in defiance of moſt ſolemn treatics, as tending to 
an immediate rupture; humbly to deſire his Ma- 
« jeſty, that he will forthwith give the neceſſary or- 
« ders for putting this kingdom in a poſture of de- 
* fence; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this oy” 
| ＋ 
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« will not only chearfully and effectually raiſe the 
« ſupplies neceſſary for the preſent exigency of af- 
fairs, but will ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty in 
making good his engagements with his Allies; in 
« preſerving the balance of power in Europe; in de- 
« fending the poſſeſſions of the crown of Great 
Britain; in ſupporting the trade of this nation a- 
gainſt all unjuſtifiable encroachments; and in de- 
« feating and confounding all attempts that ſhall be 
made in favour of the Pretender, and to the de- 
«ſtruction of our religion, liberties, and properties; 
and that this houſe will apply the produce of the 
* ſinking fund to its proper uſes; and repoſe ſuch a 
*traſt and confidence in his Majeſty, as the public 


« utility ſhall require, and his Majeſty ſhall find rea- 


* ſonable and neceſſary, for carrying on the great 
work in which his Majeſty is engaged, for the in- 
tereſt and ſecurity of his people, and the common 
* cauſe of Europe. _ 
This motion was ſeconded by the honourable Mr. 
Toby Finch, and backed by ſome other members ; 
but was ſtrenuouſly 2 — by Mr. Sippen, Sir 
William Wyndbam, Mr. Hunger ford, the Right Hon. 
Mr. William Pulteney, and Sir Thomas Haumer; who 
were anſwered, chiefly, by Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, and the Right Honourable Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, fo that the debate laſted from two of 
clock in the afternoon, till paſt eight in the evening. 
The main objections in general were, That the 
matter of peace and war is of the greateſt weight 
* that can fall under the conſideration of that aſſem- 
bly; That as his Majeſty*s ſpeech contaitied _ 
© points of the higheſt moment and importance, ſo 
no doubt, his Majeſty, in his great wiſdom and 
* goodneſs towards his people, expected, on this oc- 
* caſion, not only the Red but likewiſe the ad- 
vice of that houſe: Thar, in order thereto, they 
© ought maturely to deliberate on thoſe ſeveral heads, 
- * which could not be done before ſeveral papers were 


24 com- 
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_ *.communicated to them, that ſeemed abſolutely ne- 
* ceſlary to ſtate ſome facts relating to thoſe weighty 


Emper or; but that it had been an eaſy matter to 
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matters: That the motion, as it was drawn up, im. 
+ plied an approbat ion of meaſures taken to prevent 


+ dangers, which ſeemed prepoſterous before they 
knew either what thoſe meaſures were, or whether 


* thoſe dangers were real. That therefore they ought, 
for the preſent, to content themſelves with return 
ing his Majeſty the moſt humble thanks of the 
* houſe for his moſt gracious ſpeech, with aſſuran. 
< ces of ſupporting his Majeſty, in all juſt and ne. 
+ ceflary meaſures z. and appoint a day for taking 


the ſaid ſpeech into conſideration.“ 


A gentleman, in particular, took notice of the un- 


ſteddineſs of our counſels, urging, That of late 
years our meaſures had been in a perpetual fluctua- 


tion; that Penclope- like, we were continually wea- 
© vingand unravelling the ſame web; one time rai- 


* ſing up the Emperor to depreſs France, and now 


* we were for depreſſing the Emperor, which could 


not be done without aggrandizing France, which, 
in the end, may make the latter too powerful: So 
that at this rate, underpretence of holdingthebalance 


of Europe, we ſhould be engaged in continual wars. 
Another ſaid, © That the dangers with which we 
< were threatened, were not, in his opinion, ſo great, 


as they were by ſome pcople repreſented to be: 


© That the Czarine's and the King of Spain's deſign 


© of invading us witli-five or ſix men of war, ſeemed 


* altogether romantic, ſince ſuch a project, may, at 


any time, be defeated by our ordinary guardſhips, 


* much more when we had ſuch ſtrong fleets at ſea: 
* That therefore the fears of the Pretender were 


+ groundleſs and chimerical, and he could not tell 
ho they could bring him over, unleſs They bor- 
+ rowed Captain Gulliver's foating ifland. As to the 

£ Oftend company, he owned it to be a national 


$ concern, and a very juſt motive to a war with the 


6 nig 


„5 ode on oe in Þ 72 3» a 5 


+ mand of w 


* 727. DEBATES. 


$ nip that p ject in the bud: For, if he was rightly 
informed, ten thouſand pounds would have 


| prevail'd 
with the Marqueſs de Prie to drop it, whereas now, 
+when that company has had time to get footin 
+ both in Europe and India, it may prove a difficult 
matter to ſuppreſs it. That as to Gibraltar, the de- 
hich was alledged as a proof of an of- 
t fenſive alliance between the Emperor and Spain, he 
+ had in his pocket the purport of the ſecret article 
+ relating to that affair, which was only, That 12 
« caſe the King of Spain could produce à poſitive pro- 
© miſe from Great Britain to reſtere Gibraltar, bis Im- 
« perial Majeſty would engage to become a mediator 
and guarantee for the performance of ſuch a pr: miſe. 
+ That, upon the whole matter, he hoped things 
* were not yet brought to ſo deſperate an iſſue, but. 
that ſome means of accommodation might be 
found out, without running into an expenſive war, 


and augmenting our forces, which, he was afraid, 


$ would prove an aggravation of crimes. 
A third gentleman ſaid, That if the dangers they 
$ were threatened with, were ſo real and fo imminent 


* 


as ſome people pretended, he would be one of the 
$ —7 — bro ſpeedy and moſt vigorous reſo- 
lutions. But that he chought thoſe dangers yet ex- 
tream diſtant, to ſay no more. — That, indeed, 
* ſome foreign princes may make a political uſe of 
the Pretender, as a fate bug-bear to frighten and a- 
{arm us; and thereby endeavour to make us ſub- 
£ ſervient to theirambitious deſigns; but that, in his 
opinion, his intereſt was never ſo low, nor his party 


tſoinconfiderable and fo deſpicable; as at preſent, 


*and, therefore in this day's debate, he ought to be 
left intirely out of the queſtion. That he was appre- 
henſive the acquiſition of ſome domi ions abroad 
* had ſown the ſeeds, and were the true cauſes of the 
diviſions and diſtractions, which now threaten the 
general tranquillity of Europe, by drawing us into 


| unaccountable compliances for the Emperor, on the 
. 1 one 
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hand: Both which had brought us at laſt into the 


 * lance, which was in great danger of being deſtroyed 
by the conjunction of the Emperor and the King of 
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< one hand, and into a promiſe, at leaſt a conditigna Ml « 95 
one, for the reſtitution of Gibrhitar on the Other Wl bs 


< preſent difficulties; | 

To theſe it was anſwered in general, © That the 
< eyes of all Chriſtendom, were, at this critical junc. Wl « th 
ture, fixed upon the Brit iſb Parliament, whoſe reſo Ml +1; 
lutions had ever a great and juſt weight and influ. fu 
c ence in all the affairs of Europe: And the ſeaſon of Ml « { 
< the year being ſo far advanced, they ought not to 
< {lip the firſt opportunity that offered, to give hi; Ml E 
< Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſupporting him a 
< in all the engagements he had entered into with his h 
c allies, and in the meaſures, that ſhall be judged ne. Ml « 
© ceſſary, for ſecuring the rights and intereſts of his Ml « h 
« ſubjects, and the common cauſe of Europe. That WM © v 
< delays were often dangerous, and might be fatal in e 
© the preſent ſituation of affairs, which required vi 
gorous and ſpeedy reſolutions, both for the encou- 
ragement of our friends, and the perfecting ſome 
* alliances, that were already in great forwardneſs; 
and for the diſcouragement of our enemies, who 
had already blocked up Gibraltar, and threatened 
< it with a ſiege. That the meaſures that had been 
© taken, were but a conſequence of the laſt year“ 
< reſolutions, which that houſe had come to, after 
© a full examination, and mature conſideration of 
< the ſtate of affairs, then laid before both houſe 
by his Majeſty : But that however, ſuch an addrch 
© as was propoſed, did not preclude a farther in- 
* quiry into thoſe matters. 

© That as to the unſteddineſs of our counſels, it 
had often been matter of complaint; but that it was 
the unavoidable reſult of our ſituation, which puts 
* on the neceſlity, and, at the ſame time, gives u 
the prerogative of holding the balance of power in 
Europe. But that beſides the preſerving ot that ba. 
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(Spain, and the intermarriages of their iſſue, we 
had an intimate and immediate concern in main- 
taining our invaluable rights and privileges of 
commerce, which had been notoriouſly invaded; 
and in, defending our poſſeſſions of Gibraltar and 
«the iſland of Minorca, which we had acquired, in 
awful war, at a vaſt expence of blood and trea- 
ſure, and which had been yielded to us by ſcvctal 
+ ſolemn treattes. | 


As to the promiſe of reftoring Gibraltar: to the: 


King of Spain, Sir Robert Walpole ſaid, That ſuch 
a promiſe not having been made, while he had the 
© honour to be in the adminiſtration, he could ſay no- 
+ thing to it: That if ſuch a promiſe was ever made, 
he durſt aver, that it was conditional, and made 
void and invalid by the King of Spain's refuſing to 
comply with the conditions on which it was made: 
and that whenever the performance of that promiſe 
vas mentioned to him, as inſiſted on by the King 
© of Spain, he alway delivered it as his fixed and 
« poſitive opinion, That Gibraltar could not be given 


* up without the conſent of Parliament. As to the-. 


end company, which agentleman ſuggeſted, might 
have been nipped in the bud; he left it to the houſe 


to judge, Whether it had not been highly impru- 


dent and impolitic in us, to quarrel with the Em- 
* peror about it, before we had engaged in the dan- 
ger and expence of that quarrel, both France and 
Holland, who have, at leaſt, an equal concern with 
* us, in the ſuppreſſing of the Oftend trade. 

As to the — of an invaſion in favour of the 


* Pretender, ſuch early meaſures had been taken to 


deteat it, that he hoped by this time, it was pretty 
* well over: But that beſides the glaring appearances 
ot enmity to his Majeſty, and of favour and coun- 
$ tenance to the Prelender's friends, at the courts of 
Vienna and Madrid, his Majeſty had ſuch undoubt- 
ed and concurring evidence of a formed deſign to 
* invade his dominions, that it had been the moit 

© unpar- 
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unpardonable want of duty, and a criminal ſupine. 
« nels in his miniſters, not to take all poſſible pre. 


* cautions againſt it. And, in concluſion, as to any * 
« meaſures that had been taken many years ago, and i «(ads 
* to which another gentleman aſcribed the conyul. Wl «tw 
£ fions which now threaten the tranquillity of Eu. Wl « wit 
* rope; he was not at all concerned in. thoſe mea. Ml « arte 
t ſures, and fo could ſay nothing to them; neither ¶ «me 


« were, indeed, ſuch remote, and, he might ſay, 
groundleſs cauſes, a proper ſubject for their pre. WM be 
vi ie | conſideration.” | N ; 


This is the main ſubſtance-of what was offered 
on both ſides, on this occaſion, and about eight of Wl «nc 
the clock in the evening, the queſtion. being put re 
upon Mr. Ons motion, it was carried in the af. 

rmative, by a majority of 251 voices againſt 81, 
and a committee was appointed to draw up an ad- « 
dreſs accordingly, whlich being the next day re- 
ported and agreed to, was on Thurſday the 19th of 
Y avnary, preſented by the whole houſe to his Ma. 
zeſty, as follows: N 


© Addreſs of the bouſe of Commons to the King, 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, awe PIR 
s E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
«5 ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain 


in Parliament aſſembled, return your Majeſty our 
« humbleſt thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech 
s from the MINE... ene 

© The communication which your Majeſty has been 
« pleaſed to make, of the proceedings and tranſ- il © 
* aftions in Europe for ſome time paſt, and of the 


© engagements enter. into between the Emperor 
« jeſty*s. ſingular goodneſs, in being as deſirous to 
We your people al reaſonable fariafaion, as you 


o + ie 
a + 2 


L 7. DEBATES. 237 
have ever been ſolicitous for their good and wel- 

ny We are very ſenſible of the fatal rendency of the 

nd Wl ſudden and unaceountable conjunctionbetween thoſe 

ul. to crowns” and as this nation has always looked 
wich jealous eyes, upon the very beginning of every 

ea · ¶ attempt made bytheir neighbours to eſtabliſtra com- 

her WM © merce, at the hazard and to the prejudice of our 

ay, undoubted rights and privileges; we cannot but 

re- be greatly alarmed to fee theſe incroachments upon 

© our trade, and notorious infractions of treaties, ac- 

i companted with a ſcheme of greatneſs that lays the 

i foundation of a moſt exorbitant power, which, if 

of Wl © not timely oppoſed, and withſtood with 1 55 and 

put WF © reſolution, may become formidable to all Europe, . 
at- and enable the agreſſors, without controul, to | 
31, WM © maintain their unwartantable attempßte. , " 
ad. Nor can we at all doubt of the ſpirit and deſign 4 


re. of this new friend ſhip and alliance, when we ſee % 
of it cemented by mutual obligations for ſupporting - 3 
la. one of the contracting powers in the unjuſtifiable 
and uſurped exercife of the Oſtend trade, at the 
ſame time that a peremptory demand is made and 
inſiſted upon, by the other, for the reſtitution of 
Gibraltar, a place of ſuch importance to the trade 
* of this kingdom. : | WS 4 - J 
yal WY Hut the confideration that creates the higheſt re- | 
an i © ſentment in your faithful Commons, is, to ſee that 
our Wt © whenever the ambition of foreign princes leads 
ech ¶ © them to aſpire and graſp at exorbitant power, or to 
acquire and poſſeſs themſelves of an i rights 
een and privileges belonging to the ſubjects of your 
Majeſty and your allies, all guarantees, and the 
the WF © moſt ſolemn engagements of faith and gratitude to 
or Wt © your Majeſty, purchaſed by the blood and treaſure 
Aa-. of this nation, ate cancelled and forgot; and it is 
510 i vaigly imagined that your Majeſty mult either 
V% tamely ſubmit, and patiently acquieſce, under the 
"greateſt indignities and injuries to your crown 
N | and 


£38 


PARILIIAMENT AR A. 1725 
© and people, or be inſulted with menaces and pro. 
« jects in favour of a Popiſb Pretender. 

But your Majeſty's loyal, faithful, and affectio- 
© nate ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain, ſen. 
« fible of the ineſtimable bleſſings they enjoy under 
«, your Majeſty's moſt gracious and happy govern. 
ment, have too great a regard to the honour and 
« dignity of your crown; and too much abhorrence 
and deteſtation of the abjured Pretender, to ſuffer 
© theſe vain terrors to have any ill effect upon their 
minds or deliberations. | 
II is with indignation that we ſee this injurious 
treatment, and theſe provoking inſults; and it is 
wich an unſhaken fidelity and reſolution. that we 
© are determined, with our lives and fortunes, to 
+ ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty againſt all your 
enemies. | 
We muſt, at the ſame time, with all gratitude 
* acknowledge your Majeſty's wiſdom and vigilance, 
in ſtrengthening yourſelf with the alliance of pow: 
ers united in intereſt, and beſt able to withitand 
the impending danger, and to ſupport the common 
© cauſe of Europe. + 

We ſee, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, the nayal 
power of Great Britain appearing in diſtant re- 
gions, in its proper luſtre, ſo uſetully and wiſely 
employed to carry ſafety and protection to your 
* own ſubjects and to your allies, and to curb and 
* reſtrain the boaſted projects of the diſturbers of 
the peace of Europe. | 

And as we cannot but look upon the meaſures 
and reſolutions concerted and taken in oppoſition to, 
and in defiance of the moſt folemn grearies, as tend- 
ing to an immediate rupture: We humbly beſcech 
© your Majeſty, that you will be pleated forthwith to 
give the neceſſary orders for putting this kingdom 


© into a poſture of defence; and we aſſure your Ma- 


© jeſty, That we will not only chearfully and elicc- 
* tually raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary for the ꝓreſent ex- 
| | 5 ; « centy 
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«gency of affairs, but will ſupport your Majeſty in 
«making good your engagements with your allies, 
ein preſerving the balance of power in Europe, in 
defending the preſent poſſeſſions of the crown of 
6 Great Britain, in e the trade of this na- 
«tion againſt all unjuſtifiable and pernicious in- 
croachments, and in defeating and confounding 
all attempts that ſhall be made in favour of the 
Pretender, and for the deftrution of our reli- 
gion, liberties, and properties. | 

And that all, who wiſh well to the peace and 
quiet of your Majeſty's government, may have the 
ſatisfaction to fee, that our prefent neceſſities ſhall 
make no interruption in the progreſs of that deſira- 
ble work, of graduallydifchargingthenationaldebr, 
e will conſider of the moſt proper methods, for 
immediately applying the produce of the ſinking 
* fund, to the ufes for which it was ſo wiſely con- 
'trived, and to which it ſtands now appropriated ; 
and will repoſe ſuch a truſt and confidence in your 
{ Majeſty as the public utility ſhall require, and as 
© your Majeſty ſhall find reaſonable and neceſſary for 
carrying on the great work in which your Majeſty 
is engaged, for the intereſt and ſecurity of your 
people, and the common cauſe of Europe. 


To this Addrefs his Majeſty was pleaſed to return 
the following Anſwer, viz. 


Gentlemen, 

Return you my thanks for this very dutiful and loy- 

1 a addreſs: The juſt ſenſe you have expreſſed of the 
preſent poſture of affairs in Europe, and the hearty aſ- 
furances you have given me of your ſupport in defend- 
ing my poſſeſſions, and the rights and privileges of my 
people, as they are evidences of your known zeal and af. 
ſetion to my per ſon and government, I am perſuaded 
they will confirm the. ſpirit and vigour of my allies, and 
eenvince my enemies bow vain and ill grounded all their 
| expect go 
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expectations are, of being able to ſucceed in any at- 


— tempis to diſturb the peace of Europe, and in offering 
injuries and inſults to this nation. 


On Monday the 23d of January, the Commons 

reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for the acceſſion of the 

States General tothe treaty of Hanover, together with 

the ſeparate articles, if there were any; as alſo fot 

the copies of ſuch memorials and letters, with the an- 

ſwers the reto, as paſſed between his Majeſty's mini- if, 

ſters, and the courts of Vienna and Spain, ſince the Wl ded. 

communication of the treaty of peace between the 

Emperor and the King of Spain, to his Maieſty by 

the Emperor's miniſter : But a motion being made Wl (8, 

by Sir William Nyndbam, and the queſtion being put, Wl fx. 

to addreſs his Majeſty, for a copy of the memorial ¶ ah 

reſented to the King of Sweden by Mr. Pointz, his and 

Majeſty's envoy extraordinary, relating to the acccl- ¶ 30h) 

ſion of the crown of Sweden to the treaty of Han- bon; 

ver, dated Stockbolm the 4th of June, 1726. As Mfr 

alſo another motion being made, and the queſtion Wl p!; 

put, to addreſs his Majeſty, for the ſecret offenſive An. 

alliance between the Emperor and the King of br 

Spain, both theſe queſtions were carried in the ne- Wl ind 

| gative, without dividing. __ 3 Juti 

| After this, the Commons in à grand committee, MW tot 
| conſidered of the ſupply, and unanimouſly reſol- 

ved, 1. That twenty thouſand men be employed for 

the ſea ſervice for the year 1727. beginning the iſt W att: 

| of Fanuary, 1726. 2. That four pounds per man the 

per month be allowed for maintaining the ſaid ua 

20,000 men, for thirteen Months, including the ¶ cor 

ordnance for ſea ſervice : Which reſolutions being, Wl not 

the next day, reported, were agreed to by the {MW i 

houſe. The ſame day, moſt of the papers that {W* 

had, been called for, were laid before the houſe. 


On Wedneſday the 2 gth, the Cammons in 4 grand 
committee, conlidered tartherof the ſupply, particu- 
— larly 


1 DEB AT E * a # 


ly with relation to the land forces ; and Mr. 5 


ham, retary of war, baving ſhewn the neceſſi + 
an . tation of about eight Hoping 255 


as and foot, the ſame. e 
K HOG Dr. Friend, Sir William Bonk 


gerford, and ſome other. Eat Kettle 
1 1 5 by Mr. Pelham, $5 a 5 5 
lam 255 675 and General Mad. 3. fo. that it. Was, . 
fit, fe loved by a Majority of 250 e Gy 
1, T at tlie number of effective 1 to e 
ed, for, guards, l and land forces 
5 1722 be, (indlu dee ene invalids, and 555 
en, Which the ſix. independent companies, con. 
if 10% for the ſervice; of the Abe * 
Ge thou 10 three hundred and eighty the 5.5 
zh, That che ſum of 88 f, 49 Dun ings, 
nd 4 pence be granted for 49858 2 + 
dy, 5 ſum of 159,637. 165. 5 * the garri- 
ons in the plantations, Minocra and A Imerica,. 
for proy3Hons for the garriſods of 4 1 
Placent3a, antl Gibraltar, for the 1 5755 e 
And the Tum of 30, 750 J. 19,5, 175 87 Ving. : 
ſeretal extraordinary expences an ſevice Fee | 
ind not provided for by Parliament; which. reſo- 
tions being the next ay ee were agreed 
lo by. the houſe. , 78 25 beni 
All the Lords i in town bang been e ho Deine —— of 
atead, on Tueſday the 24th of January, and. Being Lords on his 
then. met io 2 full houſe; the clerk was ordered to git” 
rad his Majeſty's ſpeech, which being dete ac-, 
ordingly, the L1G of Strafford ſtood up and took 
notibe, Thar it A, matters of the higheſt Lord Straf- 
importance and concern to the whole nation, an al 
«© which therefore oughtto be maturely weighed and 
"conſidered, the rather, becauſe in „ 
* ifairs, of lo great conſequence to his Parliament, | 
his Majeſty. undoubtedly e ed the advice of 
both houſes; and, in particular, of that illuſtrious 
Vox. IX. R « afſerably, 
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* aGſembly „ which is the ſtanding council of th 
© crown, both in arid out of Parliament That, be. 


- © ſides his "Majeſty's fpeech, ſeveral papers relating 


«to the preſent critical juncture has been laid before 
them che Saturday before, which ſeemedto require 
more time than they; had been allowed to examine 
into them ; Bur ſince they were called upon it, on 


_ ©fo ſhort à warning, his lordfhip moved, That the 


*-houfe. might reſolve into a grand Committee, to 


Stake all thoſe important matters into their confi. 


ration.“ Fhis motion being readily and unani- 

rirouſly agreed to; the houſe went into a grand Com- 

mitte; of which the Lord De la War being ap- 

goimtect chairman, the clerk was by his lordſhip . 

rected to read the titles of the Teveral papers that 

had been laid before the houſe, — 
paſſed 


of letters and memorials that had 

che miniſters of Crea - Britain, France, and Spain, 

and the act of acceſſion of the States General to the 
After this reading, the Lord Bat hurſt opened the 

debate, and, in the firſt place, took notice, With 


What cautionandcitcumſpection the States General 


«had acted in this whole affair. Fhat they had not 
fully andintirely acceded to the treaty of Hanover, 
fine they had formally and expreſly excuſed and 
< difchaxged themſelves from the general guaranty if 
© tbe treaty of Weſtphalia and Oliva, in which, they 
fich, Dey were never engaged: Aud as to the buj- 
<-efs of Thorn, they bad only promiſed to employ their 
© friendly offices for obtaining a reaſonable ſatisfafim: 
© $6 that they acceded only upon account of the 5th 
and 6th articles of the treaty of Munter, for pri- 
& ſerving and maintaining their rights with reſpelt to 


© commerce ;, whereas by the treaty of Hanover, Great 


< Britain and France ſtood engaged to guaranty to 
tlie Darch, not only the 5th and 6th articles of the 
pꝑeace of Y/efphaiis,” buthkewiſethe barrier treaty, 


_—ant the treaty of Ou, in favour of the Protel 
C3 enen n 


"OT" , e 
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i tants of Germany 1 AG ; 9085 i Borg, the Durch 
ins cogaged themſelves to nothing;what the 
ha done did not deſerve the name of Tee on, - 
rather, becauſe they had made it an expfefs cond1- 
con, That their 4 of Acceſſion ſhould be approved 
and ratified by the King of Great Britain, the moſt 
(Chriſtian King, and the King of Praffie + But 
tho? this laſt Potentate was one of the principal 
tcontraftors in the treaty of Hanover, yet no men- 
tion being now made of him, his Lordſhip could 
E to make of it. That it ſeems his mi- 
i riſer had figning the ſaid act of acceſſion, 
penny upon account of the Dutch excuſingthem· 
' ſelves from the general guaranty :- Bur let his rea- 
ſons for receding from his engagements be what 
i they would; his example might be of a very dan- 
gerous conſequence; for by a letter from the Duke 
4 Jour nomville, the Spaniſh miniſter at Vienna, ita 
peared, That they were not without hopes at the 
imperial court, that France might thereby up 
i herfelf diſen from the Hanover alliance : In 
which event, Great-Britain alone muſt bear the 
burden of an expenſive war with two of the greateſt. 
' Potentates in Europe, That the Dutch receiving 
far greater advantages than Great=Britain from the 
Ef India trade, and conſequently being more 
i concerned than we in the 9 of thy 22 71 
com 4 ht, at leaſt, to bear an | 
, ba wih 2 15 Se on of this war z and gya- 
' ranty to us the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, in the i 
manner as Great. Britain guaranties to them their 
'berrier. That, after all, his lordſhip did not ſee... 
'any.-juſt reaſon for a rupture with Spain, That 
indeed, the Duke de e might have droꝑpec 
ſome indecent and indiſcreet expreſſions, but that 
' he was known to be a hot - headed man z and 


' Princes have a right to diſavow the indiſoretions of 
' their” miniſters, which the King of Spain had done 
in a moſt ſolemn manner, with relation to Riprer- 

4 9 * R 2 233 8 da: 
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A7 .da. That. "Twas. well, known, that violent mini} 
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©. Many.unaccountab 1 ; And.if their idl 

& 1 ooliſh expte iS a juſt f0undatic 
for A 1 1 95 Would (= ae dra 
ing. ag for. Jams | time ke NT Emperor hag 

Va 90 ſome. 75 


ftive ip 19 9 5 RO ka of Wen 
rallar; FE. could nat 

e fippoſed. to haye been {aid without any founds 
© tion; and therefore it ould be h ighly. neceſſary 
to 5 Whether, in reality, ſuch à promiſe wu 
ever n [ whether; ing like i it Was Mens 
© tioned. in the trea e at Maar That 
£ let” that matter ftaud how it would, all, pollbl 
methods of a an amicable 5 ought, i in 
his opinion, to be tried before they engaged in! 
war, which, in our preſent circumſtances, might 
be attended with yery, 5 ngerous conſequences 
55 che nation js With a debt of abort 
ee thay rh. 15 are told of 3 
| a e to thegradyal 8 of that 
den, yet it was Mors, to be wiſhed than 
e ed, chat tl NOK: that wiſe coptrivanc: 
© ſhould ſu 75 no interrup ſon, PEE. eXIgencics | in. 
£1 parable ram a War- I hat. 306 four belt, ma. 
< theratieiabs has e JI bat it 'ever England 
S raiſes, above.fiye millions in a 3 it will infallibl 
© by 5 ee 2 Jew years 3; Noy ig 
$5 19 © ry 5 FIELH oe an 
cle wich the ſin according to the 

Sr l of thole in the 8 ene ey, ut 


of we £4 


7 S Ul bliged ſt, ſexen millions a, year 
£1 upon the. bebe e khe conſequence of 
: * which Was 91 byious and an 8 aring to any one. who ad- 
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© mitted the principles of that great mathematician. 
That: in ſome of the papers laid before the houſe, 
mention was made of feat ſums of money diſtri- 
buted in divets places, to bring ſome meaſures to 
bear: That for his own part, he had touched nei- 
ther Spaniſo nor Engliſb gold ——He was 
« neither a Spaniard, nor a Frenc man, but a true 
*Engliſoman'; and as long as he had the. honour, to 
nit in that houſe, he would ſpeak and act for the 
good of his country. That therefore,. he would 
ſum up all he had ſaid, with earneſtly deſiring their 
*lordſhips ſeriouſly to conſider the matter before 
* them, which was of the laſt conſequence. and im- 
portance to the whole nation. Weit, d his 
* lordſhip, can we get by a war, if it be a ſucceſs- 
ol al one ? PI ſay it in one word, NOTHING, 
nc What can we loſe,” if it be unproſperbus ? I'll 
Tha + fay it in one word, a fyllable, ALI.“ 


4 


abe Tue Duke of Argyle, who ſtood up next, only 
, 10 took notice of an inſinuation in this ſpeech, ground- 
in ed on a fond ſuggeſtion from Duke deBour nonville, 
gt as if che court of Farce might think themſelves 
nec © diſengaged and juſtified in receding from the Ha · 
noter alliance, upon account of one of the contract - 
ing parties in that treaty withdrawing himſelf from 
tha it: But chat he might aſſure the houſe, that the 
than King of France Rood firm to his engagements, 
ance and, in the courſt of this whole affair, had acted 
csi * with perfect harmony and concert with bis ( Bri- 
' tannick) negro To evince which, his grace de» 
100 fred, That the c erk might read the letters, on the 
| table, from Count de Morville, Secretary of State to 
ih the moſt Chriſtian King, to Mr. Walpele, the Bri. 
„and tb embaſſidor in France, and to Signior Maſſei, 


tothe the Pope's Nuncio at Madrid, which were read ac- 

mul ns POOR DL 4 
erg. After this, the Lord Viſcount Townſbend followed Lerd — 

ace . more cloſely, and anſwer'd the ſeveral heads of the feos 

04 


Lord Bat hurſt's ſpeech: He ſaid in ſabſtance, That 
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* the treaty of Hanover being purely defenſive, had 
© made noalteration in the treaties ſubſiſting before, 
either between the contracting powers, or other 
Princes and States: That the true aim and intention 
© of this alliance was a reciprocal guaranty for the pro. 

© tefting and maintaining the dominions and countries, 
* both in and out of Europe, whereof each of the allies 
« was attually paſſed, at the time of the figning of this 
alliance: So that by acceding thereto, the crowns 
© of Great Britain and France became guarantees of 
* the 5th and 6th articles of the treaty of Munſter, 
by which the Ducþ are intitled to excluſive rights 
and privileges of trade in the Eaſt· Indies: But that 
this guaranty was reciprocal between Great Britain 
< and the States en ſince by the treaty of 1667, 
Spain had granted to England the ſame rights and 
privileges which the Dazch enjoyed by the ſaid 5th 
© and 6th articles of the treaty of Meſtpbalia: That 
therefore the ſuppreſſing of the Oſtend company, 
* which manifeſtly invaded thoſe excluſive rights and 
* privileges, was become a common cauſe between 
cus and the Dutch ; That our concern therein is al- 
* moſt equal to theirs ; ſince our Eaſt-Inaia trade 
* brings about 300, ooo J. a year into the cuſtoms, 
which being part of the general mortgage, if ſo 
© conſiderable a branch of trade ſhould be loſt, that 
« yearly ſum would be taken from the ſinking fund. 
« That by former treaties, Great Britain was gua- 
« rantee to the Dutch for their Barrier in the Nether: 
lands, as reciprocally, by the ſame treaties, they 
« wereguarantees to Great Britain for the Proteſtant 

ſucceſſion. So that, in thoſe reſpects, we ſtood no 
2 more engaged to them, than they to us. That, 
indeed, by their act of acceſſion to the Hanover al- 
« hag the States General exempt themſelyes from 
the general guaranty of the treaties of Vęſtpbalia 
+ and Oliva, to which they never ſtood engaged; 
but nevertheleſs, by the ſame act, they engage them 
* ſelves to employ jointly with Great Britain and F Fu. 
n Heir 


4477. DEBATES. 247 
« their friendly offices ſor o aining a reaſonable ſatis- 
« faftion and reparation, 4. to the infrattions which 
ner i «© might have been made in the treaty of Oliva; which 
101 is as much as the contracting powers have engaged 
themſelves to, by the firſtſecrer article of the treaty 
% of Hanover; and is, indeed, as little as the Pro- 
teſtant Potentates could do, in commiſeration of 
a the ſeverities lately exerciſed againſt the Proteſtants 

i of Yorn. That as to the idle talk and indecent | 
© expreſſions of Duke Ripperda, they were not al- : 
Wl *ledged as a guſt foundation for a rupture with 
N Spain but only as pregnant and corroborating 
indications of an offenſive alliance between that 
prince and the Emperor, of which there were ſuch 


15 * convincing proofs, as left no room to doubt it. 
That as to the ſecret article of that alliance in fa- 
. * your of the Pretender, his Majeſty had received 


from ſeveral parts, ſuch poſitive and concurring | 
7 I] * ioformations, that if the ſafety of the ſtate permit- | 
ted to lay thoſe advices before the roo? they | 
« would-:no more queſtion the certainty af ſuch an ar- 
t ticle, than if they had been preſent at the ſignin 

* of it, But his lardſhip hoped, that illuſtrious * 


y ſembly would not think any of his Majeſty's ſer- | 
wo * yants, Who had the honour to fit among them, | 
- ſo audacious as to tell them downright untruths, or | 


| to preſume to impoſe upon their lordſhips, by al- 
5 . bing facts of 5 le ue: 2nd - 
* cient vouchers. That as to the other articles of 
de ſecret offenſive alliance, relating to the ſypport- 
ing of the:Oftend company, and the reſtitution.of 
© Gibraltar, the King of Spain and his miniſters, 
were ſo tar from denying them, that, on the con- 
* trany, they did not ſcruple publicly to avow and. 
" I < juſtify them. That bereupoa his Majeſty could | 

© not, in prudence, but take _ and proper mea- 

* ſures to oppoſe an alliance ſo di 


rectly levelled a- 

gainſt his crown and dignity, and invaſive of moſt | 

valuable rights and privileges acquired to his ſub- i 
| R 4 « jects, | 


= 


Lord Bing- 
s ſpecch. 


* give the houſe of Auſtria a reaſonable ſatisfattion. 
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© jefts, by the moſt ſolemn' treaties. That, at the 
« ſame" time, notwithſtanding theſe high provoca. 
tions, his Majeſty ſhewed his inclination and dir. 
© poſition' toan amicable accommodation; and, with 
© this view, it was intimated to the courts of Vienna, 
and Madrid, That if the Emperor would remove 
the Offend company to Triefte, or any other place 
© in his dominions,which did not heretofore belon 
to the Spaniſo monarchy, Great-Britain would 
« quietly acquieſce : But inſtead of accepting this 
< propoſal, thoſe two courts not on ly ſeemed reſolved 
to ſupport the Oftend trade, but Spain, in the me- 
8 mörtaf lately preſented by the Marquis de Pozzy 
Bueno, inlilteck on the ſpeedy reſtitution of Gibral- 
tar, by virtue of a pretended poſitive promiſe, 
* which exiſts no where; which put his Majeſty, 
© and the whole nation, under thę neceſſity of a vi- 
© gorous felf-defenſe.? | ger 5 


The Lord Townfhend having done ſpeaking, the 
Lord Bingley ſtood up, and ſupported what had been 
offered by the Lord Bathurſt, urging, in ſubſtance, 
That in the preſent ſituation of our affairs, we 
* ſhould uſe all poſſible methods to avoid entering 
© into a war, which might prove of lohg continu- 
* ance, and of which os ſhould be obliged to bear 
the main burden, without any proſpect of real ad- 


vantage in the concluſion, That we were not only 


© a divided people, but involved in an immenſe 
debt, which could not be increaſed (as it would 
* infallibly in the progreſs of a war) without en- 
* dangering the nation's ſinking under the load. 
That after all, our misfortunes, and the diſtractions 
< that now threatened the peace of Europe, were 
mainly owing to our fluctuating counſels, and un- 
ſteady meaſures. That after a long and expenſive 
but moſt glorious war, we had, at laſt, compaſſed 
the main end of the grand alliance, which was to 


and 
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and to ſertle the balance of power in Europe, both 
which were effectually done by the peace of Hrecht. 
gut that upon his Majeſty's acceſſion, forieperſvhs 
thought it a merit, and made it their bufinefs, to 
« exclaiin againſt, and unravel all that had been done 
in the former glorious reign. That in order there- 
„to, they made the power and riches of Great- 
Britain ſubſervient to the boundleſs ambition of 
the houſe of Auſtria; and having in concert with 
France, formed the ſcheme of the Quadruple Al- 
liance, put the Emperor in poſſeſſion of the iſtand 
and kingdom of Sicihy, which added to his other 
vaſt dominions, bore down the ſcale on his ſide, 
':nd intirely overturned the balance of power. 
That we were never told, what price, what recom- 
pence Grea?-Britain was to have for our exceſſive 
complaiſance to the Emperor, againſt the repeated 
© remonſtrances of many, (as was owned in a late trca- 
\ tiſe deſigned to juſtify the preſent meaſures) that we 
tere baſtening apace lo make him a power too great 
© and too formidable; and that we ſhould find in him, 


' ot laſt, the enemy wwe then dreaded only in another. - 


* Neither was it yer known, what equivalent G7eat- 
Britain was to have for Gibraltar, the reſtitution of 
which the moſt Chriſtian King undertook to pro- 


cure to the King of Spain, and which undoubtedly. 


the Regent of France would not have mentioned 
in the manifeſto againſt Spain, unleſs he had ob- 
tained a previous promiſe for it. That whatever: 
grounds there were for theſe counſels, the reaſon 
now given for running counter to them, 1s ſtill the 
' ſame, to wit, that it is the prerogative, as well as 
the intereſt of Great-Britain, to hold the balance 


© of power in Europe. That he did not abſolutely - 


deny this maxim: But as it might ſerve to juſtify 
any rupture, it ought to be confined within proper 
* bounds: For if this prerogative were wantonly ex- 
' erted, it might engage us in perpetual wars; and, 
dat laſt, prove fatal 

a | Gs 


to our trade, the main | pring, 
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of dur wealth and ſtrength. That the Republic 
of Venice was a pregnant inſtance of this truth, 
and a ſtanding warning to all trading nations: For, 
* by their refined politics, and meddling too far in 
the differences of the great Dean of Europe, 
under pretence of holding the balance, they firſt 
© loſt their commerce, and ſoon after their greatneſs 
© and confideration. That by our late quarrels with 
Spain, that branch of our trade, which heretofore 
was very conſiderable, is almoſt entirely loſt , 
© and if upon account of the unprofitable, not to ſay 
< ruinous trade to the Eaſt- Indies, we ſhould now en- 
N gage in a war againſt the Emperor, it will en- 
danger the loſs of the great and profitable com- 
< merce we drive in Germany : Concluding, as he 
begun, that confidering the dangerous conſequence 
< of a rupture, eſpecially in our preſent circumſtan- 
< ces, we Ought to try all poſſible means to bring 
matters in diſpute to an amicable accommodation, 
to which the Emperor ſeemed not difinclined? 

A noble Earl, who ſpoke next, ſaid only, That 
let our circumſtances be what they would, we 
© ought to exert ourſelves, and vigorouſly to main- 
< tain the honour and dignity of the crown, and de- 
fend the juſt rights and privileges of the nation. 
But the Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
more cloſely anſwered the Lord Bingley, urging, in 


ſubſtance, © That it was no wonder that noble Lord 
ſo highly applauded the peace of U7rechr, and af- 
eribed our misfortunes to the meaſures purſued in 


© this reign: For this way of reaſoning, however ill. 


grounded, was natural to, and became well enough, 
© thoſe who had gone ſo great lengths with the late 


Queen's laſt miniſters. - Nou was it, for the ſame 


. © reaſon, at all furprizing, his ere ſhould give 
ſo melancholy a proſpect of our affairs: Upon 
which he would only obſerve, that the courts of 


ſame notions of Great: Britain, elſe they would 


Viema and Madrid undoubtedly entertained the 


not 
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not dare to provoke and inſult, us; to offer in- 
$ dignities to his Majeſty, and to treat ur miniſters 
vt contempt, making them wait in an anti- 


chamber for a Cedula. That, in his Lordſhip's 


opinion, we ought not invidiouſly to inquire into 
the ſource and cauſes of our misfortunes, but conſi- 
der of proper means to do ourſelves juſtice, and to 
make ſuitable returns to his Majeſty's goodneſs 
© and paternal care, in laying before his Parliament 
the preſent ſtate vf affairs in Europe, and the mea- 
| ſures taken to prevent the dangers that threatened 
# us. That we want neither wealth nor ſtrength, and 
he hoped, we ſhould not want ſpirit or reſolution 
* to aſſert our rights and privileges, and to maintain 
his Majeſty and his royal progeny on the throne. 
That the example of the Republic of Venice, far 
from deterring us, ought rather to excite us to 
make our laſt efforts to ſupport the commerce of 
| theſe kingdoms, againſt the encraachments made 
upon it, contrary to the molt ſolemn treaties and 
ſtricteſt engagements: For the decay of that pow- 
* erful ſtate was not owing, as was ſuggeſted, to 


their medgling with the differences among the po- 


* tentates of Europe, but rather to the loſs of the 
! great trade they carried on in the Eaſt- Indies, thro? 


* the Red.: Sea; by reaſon of the ſettlements which 


the Portuguege, and after them the Dutch, and 
other nations, made there. That our ſhare in the 


Eaſt-India trade, is neither ſo inconſiderable, nor 


ſo unprofitable, as ſome were pleaſed to repreſent 
it, That, indeed, as that commerce drains Europe 
* of a great deal of ſilver, and returns only trifling 
* commodiries, that ſerve to feed luxury, and which 
* conſequently we might be without, it were per- 
* haps to be wiſhed that it might be intirely hid 
* alide : But that this ſhould be done by commen 
* and general conſent of all the kingdoms and ſtates 
concerned in it; otherwiſe they who ſhould give 
* it up would be obliged to buy at a dear rate of 


, them 
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4: them who ſhould carry it on, thoſe commodities 
| ©'which faſhion and cuſtom have rendered in 2 
ö manner neceſſary; ſo that, in the end, the nations 
'*'who ſhould preſerve that trade would grow rich 
and powerful, and the others poor and mean in 
proportion. That as to the trade to Spain, we 
have, for many years paſt, loſt a great part of it; 
but that, on the other hand, we have very much 
enlarged our dealings with Portugal, which are far 
more advantageous to us. und as for our trade 
to Germany, tho the Emperor may cramp and re- 
ſtrain it in his hereditary. dominions, as he has al- 
ready done, by prohibiting ſeveral - of our com- 
modities; that loſs is inconſiderable, ſince he can- 
not deprive us of our commerce to the other parts 
of the Empire, and the North, by the way of 
Hamburgh, Dantzic, and other Hauſe towns. That, 
after all, tho* in many things he differed from the 
noble Lords who ſpoke on the other ſide, yet he 
agreed with them, that peace is more eligible than Wl in 
war, eſpecially for a trading nation; and therefore W Lo! 
that all poſſible methods of accommodation ought Wl the! 
to be tried. That it was yet uncertain, whether Ole 
we ought to look upon the Emperor and King of the 
Spain as Friends or Enemies? That the beſt friends Coi 
may ſometimes fall out: But as no prince has a MW tho 
right to inſult and encroach upon others, the moſt 
effectual way to reſtore andeſtabliſh amity, was to 
come to vigorous reſolutions, and to put ourſelves 
in a poſture of doing ourſelves juſtice.” 

The Lord Carteret having done ſpeaking, the 
| Lord Lechmere ſtood up, and in a long ſpeech, en- 
dieavoured to ſhew, I/. That we ſtand upon very 
| unequal, very unreaſangble, and very unjuſt terms 
with the Dztch, in this new alliance. That their 
act of acceſſion was in reality no acceſſion at all, 
ſince they exclude and exempt themſelves fromthe 
general guaranty of the treaties of Munſter and 
Oliva, and of any poſſeſſions in diſpute; whereas 
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ye ſtand engaged to gauranty all „ ons 


© ro trade, and their Barrier in the 
«adding, that the guaranty of the treaty of Oliva, 
mentioned in the firſt ſeparate article of the treaty 
«© of Hanover, was not confined to good offices, (as 
© ſuggeſted by a noble Lord) but extended to ſebbat 
' treaty ſupported, maintained, and obſerved to all in- 
« tents:aud purpoſes. 24ly, That the King of Priſſia, 
* one of the original contracting powers in the treaty 
© of Hanover, (torwealons yet unknown) having re- 
« fuſed to ſign the faid act of acceſſion, ſeemed there- 
© by to have renounced, or withdrawn himſelf from 
© that alliance, ſince by the 7th article of it, the 
© States General were parbicularly invited to accede to 
t. And in the 3d place, that they wanted ſeveral 
lights and informations relating to the negotiations 
and meaſures mentioned in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
© which were the ſubject matter of their preſent 
© conſideration, and ought to be well examined 
into, before they approved thoſe meaſures. His 
Lordſhip having enlarged upon, _and.- enforced 
theſe three heads, was an 5 8. by the Duke of Ar- 
le, and the Lord Viſcount Toroꝝſhend, who, in 
the concluſion, moved, and it was reſolved in the 
Committee, That the. meaſures bis Majeſty had 
thoug bt fit to take, were honourable, juſt, and neceſſary. 


Die Marlis 24 Fanuarii 1726. 


The Lord De la War reported from the Com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, appointed to take his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech into conſideration, 
that the ſaid Committee had accordingly taken the 
lame into conſideration, together wich the memo- 
nals and other papers referred to their Lordſhips, 
and were come to the following reſolution, viz. 

That it fully appears to this Committee, upon 
* conſideration of his Majeſty's ſpeech, and the let- 
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ters and memorials laid before the houſe. by his 
< Majeſty's order, that the meaſures his Majeſty 
© thought fit to take, were honourable, juſt; and 
< neceſſary, for preventing the execution of the dan. 
gerous engagements entered into, in favour of the 
Fetender, for preſerving the dominions belong. 
© ing to the crown of Great-Britain, by ſolemn trea. 
ties, and particularly thoſe of Gibraltar, and the 
* iſlandof Minorca, and for maintaining to his people 
their moſt valuable rights, and privileges of com- 
merce, and the peace and tranquillity of Europe. 

And the ſame being read twice by the clerk, the 
queſtion was put, whether to agree with the Com- 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution? It was reſolved in e 


the affirmative. | mea, 
TIRING, mal 
Content 98. nent 
Not Content 25. 
. Diſſentient.* | 


1. HE reſolution of the Committee being MWeemi 
not only a juſtification of the meaſures Ml Prete 

therein mentioned, but tending toapprovethecoun- Wl by th 
ſels which might have been given to the crown, re. Wl enga 
lating thereto, we can by no means agree, that it. 
fully appears they were honourable, juſt, and ne: 
ceſſary, before they have been maturely and diftintly 
conſidered, the only queſtion as yet debated in the 
Committee (except the reſolution) being upon anad- 
dreſs of advice to his Majeſty for obtaining a farther 
ſecurity from, and confidence with his allies, incaſe 
of a rupture; which addreſs appeared to us more 
ſeaſonable and neceſſary in the preſent conjuncture, 
than any vote of approbation z we therefore cannot 
concur in approving meaſures and counſels not ct 
examined into, the farther conſideration whercot. 
f may be alſo precluded by this reſolution. 


2dly, The papers hitherto Jaid before. the houſe, 
in order to the conſideration of his Majeſty's f; peech; 
| are 


4A 7½%˙ 7 DEBATES. 


ne ſuch only as concerned the States General's acceſ- 


bos to the treaty of Hanover; and letters and me- 
/ WH norials fince the arrival of the Britiſb fleets on the 
| Wl coaſts of Spain, and in America; but none of the 
- Wl negotiations, or meaſures (which we ſuppoſe to have 
eren many) that have been carried on between the 
- Wl courts of Britain, and Vienna, and the Northern 
pers, which hisMajeſty's ſpeechand the refolution 
iſo, may have relation to, have as yet been com- 
municated to this houſe; but all thoſe meafures, and 
may others (unknown, as we believe, to this houſe) 
ne, in our opinions, intended to be approved and 
uſtified by this reſolution, to which therefore we 
cannot concur, no more than if it had declared the 
neaſures honourable, juſt, and neceſſary, which 
tall hereafter be taken for the purpoſes therein 


mentioned. 


3dly, Although we rely, in the moſt dutiful man- 
ter, on the declaration made from-the throne, con- 
eerning a ſecret dangerous engagement, for placing the 
Pretender on the throne of theſe kingdoms, yet finding, 
by the papers laid before the houſe, that any ſuch 
engagement or meaſare, for puttingthe ſame in exe- 
it. WM cution, is abſolutely denied on the part of the crown 
1c: ef Spuin, (one of the ſuppoſed parties to the faid 
ly WM engagement) we cannot agree to the reſolution, be- 
he WM auſe time may evince, that the informations bis Ma- 
d- Why bas received concerning that engagement, were not 
16r h grounded; and the meafures taken to prevent 
aſe ¶ the execution of it (whatever they were) not having 
Tre" Wl been, as yet, particularly conſidered, we cannot de- 
re, ¶ ure them bencurable, juſt, and neceſſary. 


yet Ab, We find it charged in one of the papers 


col aid before the houſe, that very conſiderablè ſums of 


noney have been ſent and employed in France, Holland, 
Sweden, and other places, to promote and ac- 


ation, 


iſe, Nnpliſb rhe deſigns of the Britiſh court ; which infinu- 
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ation, as vile as we think it is, the Committee have 
not yet taken the ſame into their conſideration, tho 
a thorough examination into the grounds of that in. 
finuation is, in our opinions, abſolutely neceſſary for 
the honour of his Majeſty's government, and the fi- 
tisfaction of this houſe; we cannot therefore agree 
to the reſolution which; as we conceive, may be con- 
ſtrued to ſtop all future inquiries into this matter. 


5, Whatever meaſures may have been taken 
to preſerve Gibralter, and the ifle of Minorca, yet 
we cannot agree to declare them honourable, juſt and 
neceſſaty, before they have been fully conſidered in 
the Committee; and the rather, becauſe we find it 
aſſerted, on the part of Span," in one or more of the 
memorials before the houfe, that a Hive promiſe 
has been made on the behalf of Britain for the rei- 
{ulion of Gibraltar to, Spain, on the pertormance of 
which promiſe Spain, as it appears to us, ſtill inſiſts. 
We cannot therefore agree to the reſolution, before 
the truth, and all the circumſtances of that pretend. 
ed promiſe, are thoroughly examined into; which 

dromiſe, if it ſhould appear to have been made, as 
1s aſſerted, we are of opinion, that it was bgbly cri- 
minal in thoſe who adviſed. it. SHI. 


* 6thly, The meaſures taken for maintaining the 
Britiſb commerce and the tranquillity of Europe haue 
not, as we think, been under the diſtinct confidera- 
tion of the Committee, ſince the memorials and letters 
were laid before the houſe. The oppoſitions made, 
if any, on behalf of Britain at the courtof Vienna to 
the Oſtend company are unknown tous, as well'ns 
the circumſtances relating to the late, Baltic expedi- 
tion; but yet all theſe matters were the proper con- 
derat ion of the Committee; for which end, and the 
other reaſons above-mentioned, we being apprchen. 
ſive that the reſolution propoſed may not give ſolid 

ground of ſatisfaction to thE people okGrea7-Britain, 
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or to any foreign powers in alliance with us, or con- 
duce to the honour of his Majeſty's government, or 


the ſupport of the dignity of this houſe, cannot a- 
gree thereto. 


Surſaale, Bruce Coventry, 
Strafford, Aberdeen, Briſtol, 
Boyle, (E. of Orrery) Bathurſt, Foley, 
Montjoy, Compton, Lechmere, 
Gower, Weſton, Maſbam. 


St, Jobn de Bletſoe, Oxford and Mortimer, 


After which a motion was made, That an hum- 
ble addreſs be made to his Majeſty, repreſenting the 
deep concern of this houſe, on the proſpect of the 
imminent dangers which threaten theſe Laos, 
and all Europe, at this juncture, from the formidable 
confederacies which his Majeſty aſſured his Parlia- 
ment were entered into between the courts of Spain, 
Vienna, Ruſſia, and other great powers; whereb 
the general tranquillity may ſoon be broke, and Eu- 
rope engaged in a new war: Andit appearing tothis 
houſe, from the att of acceſſion of the States General, 
and the ſeparate article#thereto belonging, that their 
acceſſion is made upon ſeveral conditions and reſerves, 
on their part, and particularly, That in the ſeparate 
article concerning the commerce from the Auſtrian 
Low Countries to the Indies, it is provided, That 
© if, on account of their uſe of their rights of com- 
merce, or in hatred of that alliance, any diſturb- 
* ance ſhould happen, and his Imperial Majeſty 
* ſhould ſuſpend or retain the payment of the ſubſi- 
dies due to the republic, for the maintenance of 
their troops in the places of the barrier, or the 
payment of the intereſt and principal placed by 
mortgage on divers funds aſſigned by his Imperial 
* Majeſty, for the ſecurity of that payment, or make 
* uſe of any other kind of repriſals or ways of force: 
That it is the intention of the other contracting 

Vor. IX. 8 powers 
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© powers to protect and maintain the States General 
in their rights of commerce to the Indies, and gua- 
© ranty them from all the conſequences which might 
© reſult therefrom, without having power to pro- 
* ceed by force againſt the company of Oſtend, be- 
fore the contracting powers ſhall have agreed 
© thereon : And, by another ſeparate article, it be- 
ing ſtipulated and reſerved to the States General, 
that they ſhall continue to have the ſame liberty, 
* with reſpect to every thing that ſhall be propoſed 
to them by the contracting powers, upon ſuch 
points, whoſe object ſhall be the maintaining the 
© balance of power in Europe, as they had before 
their acceſſion, without being bound by their 
© acceſſion to take part in the meaſures which they 
« thould not conſent to. 

And it appearing to this houſe, That his Pruſſian 
Majeſty did not concur in the ſaid acceſſion of the 
States General, in conſequence of all which the 
ſtrength and ſecurity which the treaty of Hanover 
might otherwiſe import, in the preſent unhappy 
conjuncture, is much weakened, and, in caſe of a 
general rupture, the danger, as well as the burden 
of the war muſt fall upon Great Britain, and the 
preſervation of the balance of power in Europe de- 
pends on the continuance of the friendſhip and aſ- 
ſiſtance of France alone, unleſs more effectual mea- 
ſures are taken for that great end. 

And therefore that this houſe, out of duty to his 
ſacred Majeſty, and from their unfeigned zeal for the 
ſafety of his government and the liberties of Europe, 
doth moſt earneſtly beſeech his Majeſty, to make 
new and preſſing inſtances with his Pruffian Maje- 
ſty, and the States General, to concur with his Maje- 
Ky, and his other allies, in ſuch. manner as the preſent 
critical and dangerous juncture requires, and as, in 
the event of a war, in caſe a war is unavoidable, his 
Majeſty may, by the bleſſing of God, _ Jult 
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balance of power in Europe, as well as the religion, 

liberties, properties and commerce of his ſubjects. 
Which being objected to, the queſtion was pur, 

Whether ſuch an addreſs ſhall be made to his Ma- 

jelty ? | 

| 1 was reſolved in the negative. | 


Diſſentient.“ | 

HE addreſs propoſed repreſenting, as we 
T think, the preſent ſtate of the late defenſive 
alliance made at Hanover, which, for ought appears 
to us, is the main ſupport on which Britain can de- 
pend, beſide its own ſtrength, in caſe of a general 
upture in Europe; we thought it highly neceſſary, 
that it ſhould have paſſed into a reſolution, whereby 
his Majeſty's hands might have been ſtrengthened 
in his future concerts with his allies, and ſuch far- 
ther meaſures effected, as are neceſſary to preſerve 
his alliances during the war, againſt the dangerous 
combinations levelled againſt Great Britain, and 
by which ſuch a repartition of conqueſts, in caſe of 
ſucceſs, might be previouſly ſettled, as, in the e- 
vent, would prevent the loſs of a. juſt balance of 
power 1n Europe and we are the more convinced of 
the neceſſity of the advice propoſed in the addreſs, 
becauſe we find in one of the letters laid before the 
houſe, that a propoſition has been made by the 
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court of Spain to the King of France, tho? not a- 


oreed to, to declare himſelf againſt Great-Britain, 


on a pretence, (which we hope is groundleſs) that — 1 
the defenſive alliance between Great-Britain and de Bownn- 


France doth no longer ſubſiſt. 

Scar ſdale, Coventry, Strafford, 
Gower, 6 Bathurſt, Montjoy, 
Boyle, Bruce, Compton, 
Aberdeen, Briſtol, Foley, 
Weſton, Lechmere, Maſbam. 


St. Jobn de Bletſoe, Oxford and Mortimer, 
8 2 | Then 


wille's letter, 


| 
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Then it was moved to reſolve, that this houſe wil 
on this day ſevennight, take into farther conſiders. 
tion his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech. 

And after debate, the queſtion was put upon the 
ſaid motion. | 
It was reſolved in the negative. 


Diſſentient.“ 

1. JD Ecauſe the Committee having fat one day 

only on the conſideration of his Majeſty's 
ſpeech, could poſſibly deliberate but upon few of the 
many weighty points which ariſe thereon ; on all 
which the advice and ſupport of this houſe, in our 
opinions, is abſolutely neceſſary ; and ſince even the 
facts relating to many of theſe weighty matters have 
not, as we conceive, been yet laid before the houſe, 
we think the farther conſideration of the ſpecch 
ſhould not have been refuſed ; there not being, as 
we believe, any precedent for ſuch a refuſal, under 
the like circumſtances, on the journals of this houſe, 


2. His Majeſty's ſpeech containing the cauſes of 
calling, his Partiament, and the advice of this houſe 
to the crown being required thereon, the refuſal of 
the day propoſed, ſeems to us tending to diſable the 
houſe from diſcharging their duty to the crown, as 
well as to the kingdom, in this critical and dan- 
gerous juncture ; and as the farther conſideration 
propoſed, is thereby at preſent refuſed, the prece- 
dent, as we fear, lays a foundation for depriving 
this houſe, in future times, of any opportunity at 
all for ſuch conſiderations, by which means this 
houſe muſt (in our opinions) be rendered ulſelels, 
in thoſe great affairs whereon the ſafety and ſupport 
of the liberties of the kingdom may depend, 


Bruce, 
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Bruce, Coventry, Scarſdale, 
Aberdeen, Strafford, Briſtol, 
Mont joy, Bathurſt. Gower, 
Compton, Boyle, Foley, 
Lechmere, Weſton, Maſbam. 


St. Jobn of Bletſoe, Oxford and Mortimer, 


February 10. A motion was made by the courtiers, 
n the houſe of Commons, and the queſtion was pro- 
poſed, © That the account ſhewing how the money given 
for the ſervice of the year 1726, has been dipoſed of, 
«© diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral heads, until the firſt 
© day of February, 1726, and the parts thereof remain- 
© ing unſatisfied with the deficiency thereupon, be re- 
ferred to the ſaid Committee :? But there being in: 
that account, an article of the fum of one handred and 
twenty five thouſand pounds, charged, in general terms, 
as iſſued out for other engagements and expences over 
and above ſuch as are therein particularly ſpecified, 
Mr. Shippen, Mr. Onflow, and Mr. William Pulteney 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted, that before the ſaid account of 
the deficiency of the laſt year's grants, was referfed 
to the grand Committee { which reference, according 
tothe uſage of Parliaments, tacitly implies an acqui- 
eſcence in the diſpoſal of the monies therein men- 
tioned) the houſe ſhall be acquainted with a particu- 
lar diſpoſition of ſo conſiderable a ſum as that of 
125,000/. This was as ſtrongly oppoſed by Sir Mil- 


| liamSirickland, Mr. Horatio Walpole, and Mr. Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer ; ſo that the previous queſti- 
on being put, That the queſtion be put upon the 
motion before mentioned, the ſame occaſioned a 
debate that laſted till about fix in the evening, when 
the ſaid previous queſtion being called for, it was 
reſolved in the affirmative, by a majority of 178 
voices againſt 78 and then the main queſtion be- 
5 put, it was ordered, That the ſaid account be 
referred to the ſaid Committee. 


8 3 


Then 
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Then the houſe reſolved it ſelf into a grand Com. 
mittee, to conſider of the ſupply, and came to the 


following reſolutions, viz. 1. That the ſum of! 


60,000 J. be granted upon account, to reduced of. 
ficers of his Majeſty's forces and marines for the 


year 1727. 


2. The ſum of ,48471. 25. 64. upon account, 
Tor out-penſioners of Chelſea- Hoſpital for the year 


1727. 


3. The ſum of 50,0007. to compleat the ſum of 
125,000 J. due and payable to the Landgrave of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, tor raiſing, maintaining, and keeping 
a body of 12000 men for his Majeſty's ſervice, 
purſuant to the treaty between his Majeſty and the 
ſaid Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, dated the 12th day 
of March, 1725-6. | 


4. The ſum of 170, ooo J. upon account for the 
ſubſidy. of the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and the 
pay of twelve thouſand men of his forces to be 


taken into his Majeſty's ſervice, and the pay of a 


Lieutenant-Gerieral to command the ſaid twelve 
thouſand men, and for forage-money, waggon- 
money, and other neceſſary charges relating there- 
to, purſuant to the ſame treaty, 


5. The ſum of 160, 306 J. 175. 5 d. to make 
good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of 
the year 1726, 

\ 


This laſt reſolution having occaſioned a warm de- 
bate, and being like to meet with great oppoſition, 
by reaſon of the 12 g, ooo pounds above-mentioned, 


it was, the next morning (February 14.) moved, and 


reſolved, without dividing, to addreſs his Majeſty 
for à particular and diſtinct account of the diſtribution 


of the ſum of 12 5,000 J. which (in an account aid 


before 
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before the houſe, ſhewing how the money given for 
the year 1726, has been diſpoſed of ) is charged to 
have been iſſued for other engagements and expences, 
over and above ſuch as are therein particularly ſpeci- 
fed, for the ſecuring the trade of this kingdom, and 
preſerving the peace of Europe, and of the time or 
times when the ſaid ſum of 12 5,000 pounds was iſſued 
and diſtributed, After this, Mr. Farrer reported 
the five reſolutions on the ſupply above-mentioned, 
the four firſt of which were readily agreed to, as 
was alſo the fifth, after a ſmall debate. 


February 2 1. Mr. Treaſurer reported to the houſe, 
That their addreſs of Tueſday laſt (that bis Majeſty 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct the proper officers 
to lay before this houſe, a particular and diſtinct account 
of the diſtribution of the ſum of one hundred and twenty 
five thouſand pounds, which (1n an account laid before 
this houſe, ſhewing how the money given for the 
year 1726 has been diſpoſed of) 7s charged to have 
been iſſued for other engagements and expences, over 
and above ſuch as are therein particularly ſpecified, 
fer the ſecuring the trade of this kingdom, and preſer- 
ving the peace of Europe, and of the time or times 
when the ſaid ſum of one hundred and twenty froe 
thouſand pounds was iſſued and diſtributed) had been 
preſented to his Majeſty ; and that his Majeſty 
had commanded him to acquaint this houſe : That 
the ſum of money mentioned in this addreſs has been 
ijued and disburſed, purſuant to the power given to 
his Majeſty by Parliament, for neceſſary ſervices and 
engagements of the utmoſt importance to the trade and 
navigation of this kingdom, and the tranquillity of 
Europe, and which require the greateſt. ſecrecy ; and 
therefore a particular and diſtint# account of the di- 
tribution of it, cannot poſſibly be given, without a 
manifeſt prejudice to the public. 


- Here. * 
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Hereupon Mr. William Pulteney endeavoured to xneral 
ſhew the inſufficiency of that anſwer, alledging, a- was 
mong other reaſons, * That he had an intire conk. fectu 
* dence in his Majeſty's great wiſdom, paternal care, ¶ out 
and royal word; but that, when in the laſt ſeſſion ſervi 


* the houſe came to a reſolution, effefFually to provide 
for and make good all ſuch expences and engagement; 
as ſhould be made, for the ſecurity of the trade and 
* navigation of this kingdom, and for the preſervation 
* of the peace of Europe ; the Commons did not 
thereby diveſt themſelves of their undoubted right 
of being acquainted with the diſpoſition of public 
money; that if they gave up ſo eſſential a right, 
© that houſe would become altogether uſeleſs; or 
« ſerve only blindly to approve of, and regiſter the 
acts and deeds of the Miniſters. That he did 
not, in the leaſt, doubt the 1ſſuing and diſburſe- 
ment of the 123, ooo J. in queſtion, for neceſlary 
< ſervices: But that if they were ſatisfied with ſuch a 
general account, the ſame might, in future reigns, 
prove a very dangerous precedent, and ſerve to 
cover imbezzlements of the public treaſure: 
Wherefore he moved, That a farther humble ad- 
ùreſs be made to his Majeſty, humbly repreſenting 
* the indiſputable right of this houſe, to have parti- 
* cular and diſtinct accounts laid before them of the 
« diſpoſition of all money granted by this houſe, 
for the ſervice of the public; and that this houſe 
did moſt earneſtly beſcech his Majeſty, that he 
* would be gracioully pleaſed to order ſuch an ac- 
count of the 125,000/. {aid to have been expend- 
ed for ſecuring the trade of this kingdom, and 
« preſerving the peace of Europe, to be forthwith 
laid before this houſe. | 
This motion was ſeconded by Mr. Shippen, but 
was oppoſed by Mr. Doddington, Mr. Lewis, Sir 
William Yonge, and ſeveral other gentlemen, upon 
which there was a high and warm debate, from one 
till about ſix in the afternoon, It was repreſented in 
general 
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xneral on the court-ſide, © That the ſum inqueſtion 
vas inconſiderable, and that it was impoſſible ef- 
{ fetually to carry on important negotiations with- 
© out expending a great deal of money in ſecret 
 ſervice.? And Mr. St. Jobn Broderick mentioned, 
n particular, a caſe in the late Queen's reign, when 
the Commons acquieſced in ſuch a general anſwer, 
for a more conſiderable ſum. The precedent by 
tim quoted was read by the Clerk, as follows : 


On the 16th of Fanuary, 1710-11, Mr.Secre- 
tary St. John acquainted the Commons, that their 
addreſſes of the 5th and 8th inſtant, had been pre- 
ſented to her Majeſty, That ſhe would be pleaſed 
to give direction to the proper officers to lay be- 
fore the houſe, accounts relating to the poundage 
© and days pay, deducted out of the pay of the 
army; of the deficiencies of the grants, and of 
the funds ſince Michaelmas, 15013 of the pay- 
© ment of her Majeſty's proportion of ſubſidies to 
cher Allies; of all the penſions, payable out of the 
' revenue, and warrants and directions for penſions; 
{and alſo of the diſtributions of the contingencies, 
g (and forage and waggon money, granted for the forces 
| in Flanders, in her Majeſty's pay, and of the diſtri- 
* butions of the money granted for contingencies of the 
guards, garriſons, and land forces in Great-Britain: 
ſe And that her Majeſty had been pleaſed to give 

directions for lay ing all the ſaid accounts before 
this houſe, (except the accounts of contingencies) 


i- and that the account touching the deficiencies of 
d the grants and funds, had already been laid be- 
th fore the houſe; and that other of the accounts were 

preparing, and would ſoon be laid before the 
ut WI houſe; 5% that as to the account of contingencies, it 
ir We was not poſſible from the nature of the ſervice, 
on We which requires the utmoſt ſecrecy, for any account 


* of them to be made; but that they were really 
in W' diſtributed.” 


Some 
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Some objections were raiſed to this precedent, a bil, a 

if the caſe was not parallel: Beſides which, Mr. Oy Com. 
ſlow, and ſome other gentlemen, chiefly inſiſted oof © 
the promiſe made to the houſe the laſt ſeſſion, by vil ha 
great man in the adminiſtration, © That they ſhould ! WH 
< have a particular account of all the money that me 
< ſhould be expended upon that vote of credit, which fra 
< promiſe induced the houſe to come ſo readily into at 
it.“ They were anſwered by Sir William Strick- 25 
land, Mr. Trelawny, Mr. Conduit, and Mr. Chan- M 


cellor of the Exchequer, to whom Sir Thomas Hanner i © 
replied ; after which the queſtion, upon Mr. Pulte. 
ney's motion, being called for, the houſe divided, * an 
and it was carried in the negative, by a majority of il E 
225 voices againſt 110. Then it was moved, and P 
reſolved, without dividing, © That an humble ad- dhe 
< dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty,” to return his Part 
Majeſty the thanks of this houſe, for his grea {Wl Af 
care and wiſdom, in taking ſuch ſteps, and enter- bot 
ing into ſuch engagements, as his Majeſty thought 

would beſt conduce to the ſecurity of the trade M 
and navigation of this kingdom, and to the pre- .. 
ſervation of the peace of Europe ;* and to aſſure hi 5 
Majeſty, That this houſe, placing an intire confi- Th 
< dence in his Majeſty's goodneſs and regard for 8 
the true intereſt of his people, will ſtand by and 85 
ſupport his Majeſty in all ſuch farther meaſures M 
* as his Majeſty ſhall find neceſſary and expedient M 
for preventing a rupture, and for the honour and | 
advantage of theſe 00m Gomp: 1 


* 


„ ag Jo. DA, 


April 11. The houſe went upon a grand affair, 
which had been put off from time to time, upon 
account of Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer's being 
afflicted with a violent fit of the gout. * But he be- 
ing then preſent, after the reading of the order of 
the day, for the houſe to reſolve into a Committee 
of the whole houſe, to conſider farther of the = 

13 
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bill, Mr. Scrope, (Coadjutor Secretary to the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Treaſury) moved, That it 
be an inſtruCtion to the ſaid Committee, that they 
© have power to receive a clauſe of appropriation, 
« with a power to his Majeſty to apply ſuch ſums of 
money as ſhall be neceſſary for anſwering and de- 
 fraying ſuch expences and engagements, as have, 
at any time been, or ſhall, before or until the 
© 25th day of December, 1727, be made by his 
* Majeſty, in concerting ſugh meaſures as he, in his 
great wiſdom, thinks will beſt conduce tothe ſecu- 
{ rity of the trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
© and to the preſerving and reſtoring the peace of 
Europe. He was ſeconded by Mr. Farrer, but 
oppoſed by Mr. How, Mr. Winnington, and ſeveral 
other gentlemen ; who being replied to by the court 
party; this was the warmeſt and longeſt debate that 
happened this ſeſſion. The principal ſpeakers, on 
both ſides, were as follow, viz. 


For the motion. Againſt the motion. 
Mr. Scrope, Mr. How, 
Mr. Farrer, Mr. Winnington, | 
dir Edmund Bacon, Mr. Hopkins, 
The Lord Gage, Mr. St. Fohn Broderick, | 
dir William Yonge, Sir Wilfred Lawſon, 
Sir Philip York, Lord Morpeth, 
Mr, Talbot, Mr. Thomas Broderick, ; 
Mr, Doddington, Mr. Gore, 'Y 
Mr. Wortley Montague, 
Mr. Lutwyche, | k 
oe Sir William Barker, 1 
ol Mr. Danvers, 1 
ng Mr. Daniel Pulteney, if 
de Mr. Shippen, 'y 
of Sir William Wyndham, 
tee Mr. Palmer, 
lt. Mr. Sandys, 
Il, We 
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We can only take notice, in general, that it was 
alledged, in ſupport of the motion, That his Ma 

< zeſty was ſo unwilling to put his ſubjects to any 
extraordinary expences, that he had demanded ng 

I * more ſupplies this ſeſſion, than what he thought 
| « abſolutely neceſſary for the ſervice of the year: 


| But that, in the preſent poſture of affairs, ſome Ml de 
< unforeſeen accidents might require a farther ex- Bs 
| * pence, for which no eſtimate could now be made, a 
| * becauſe ſome treaties; his Majeſty thought fit to 1. 
| « enter into, were not yet finiſhed ;: therefore they $a 
© ought to enable his Majeſty to anſwer ſuch contin- : * 

* gencies: That the houte had ſeveral times repo- 2. 

* {ed the ſame confidence in his Majeſty, which had | 1 

* never been abuſed: And what was now aſked was . y 

* only for a ſhort time.? The gentlemen on the op-. x 

polite ſide urged, * The unparliamentarineſs of Ml 

* aſking and granting ſupplies without an eſtimate . 

* of the expence; that the clauſe moved for, was in-. 

« conſiſtent with that part of the bill which forbids . 

the iſſuing of the ſupplies thereby granted, to any | 

* other purpoſes than thoſe ſpecified, and rendered W 

* ineffectua] that appropriation of the public money, WM . | 

* which the wiſdom of all Parliaments had thought . 

| a a neceſſary ſecurity againſtthe miſapplication of it: W 
| Which was the more to be feared, becauſe no pro- ; 
| * viſion was made tb oblige any perſon to account , 
for any money that ſhall be diſpoſed of, by virtue 
of the power in this clauſe. That vaſt ſums had 
| 


* already been granted, which appeared ſufficient to 
* anſwer any occaſions, as far as their preſent views 
could reach; and if any unexpected emergency 
| * ſhould demand a farther ſupply, that might be 
| provided for, in the uſual manner, when neceſſity 
required. That this might be done with leſs in- 
convenience, and with leſs danger of miſapplica- 

tion, than by ſuch a delegation of almoſt a dicta- 

« torial authority to the Miniſters, That this Par. 

* liament 


— 
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* lament had already given ſo many inſtances of 
their zeal and affection for his Majeſty, that there 
could be no room to doubt of their readineſs to 
make good whatever his Majeſty ſhould expend 
© in concerting fuch meaſures as, in his great wiſ- 
« dom, he ſhould think moſt conducive to the ad- 
vantage and intereſt of his people. That ſuch an 
unlimited and abſolute power ought never to be 
given in a free government, but upon occaſions of 
© evident neceſſity, when the very being of the go- 
« yernment is in imminent danger. That the re- 
poſinga confidence in the crown, in thediſpoſition 
of ſuch immenſe ſums of money, as by the advice 
« of unthrifty miniſters may be expended, might be 
attended with great prejudice to the properties of 
the ſubjects, and great danger to our moſt excel- 
ent conſtitution, which cannot be preſerved, but 
© by a ſtrict adherence to thoſe eſſential Parliamen- 
© tary forms of granting ſupplies only upon eſti- 
mates, and of appropriating the ſame to ſervices 
© and occaſions publicly avowed, and judged ne- 
« cefſary. That the departing from theſe excellent 
methods would by degrees, render Parliaments 
© altogether uſeleſs. That the precedents alledged 
© to juſtify this clauſe, were far from being full to 
© the point, and ſatisfactory; and if they were, 
© ought not to be followed, left clauſes of the ſame 
* nature might become fo frequent, as in time to 
© lodge in thecrown, and in the miniſters, an abſo- 
* lute and uncontroulable power of raiſing money 
« upon the people, which by our wiſe conſtitution 
© is, and with fafety can only be, lodged in the 
whole legiſlature,” Aningenious gentleman ſaid, 
in e That they had already given four 
* ſhillings in the pound upon land, which he could 
not but think a very heavy and extraordinary tax, 
© eſpecially conſidering they were more than once 
told by a great man, that in his opinion we ſhould 
have no war: But if now they paſſed this clauſe, 
* 
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* it would be tacking a tail to a whale, which might 


* ſweep away the other ſixteen.” The debate being ing a 
ended, about eight o clock in the evening, and the ha 
queſtion put upon Mr. Scrope's motion, it was car. the 2 
ried in the affirmative, by a majority cf 225 voices « Maje 
againſt 109 and the houſe having reſolved itſelf Nea 
into a grand Committee, the clauſe above men- cant 
tioned was added to the malt bill. — 

Eure 


April 13. Sir Charles Turner reported the amend. WM" © 
ments made to the ſaid bill, which, with an amend. M9 
ment to one of them, were agreed to, and the bill nefte 
ordered to be ingroſſed. whict 


On the 18th. The Lords in a grand committee, ary 4 
took into conſideration the bill intitled, An All for 


continuing the duties on malt, c. and for other pur- W. 7 


poſes therein mentioned; and there was a very high blige 
debate about the clauſe, which, fix days before had dat 
occaſioned ſo warm an one in the houſe of Commons; Wis: 
and much the like arguments were urged in their 
Lordſhips houſe, chiefly by the Dukes of Argyle and 
Newcaſtle, the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, and the 
Lord Biſhop of Peterborough, for the clauſe ; and 
by the Earl of, Cheſterfield, Lord Bathurſt, Lord 
Bingley, and Lord Lechmere, againſt it: But in the 
end, it was carried by a majority of 76 voices a- 
gainſt 20, that the ſaid clauſe ſhould make part of 
the bill. The next day (April 19.) the ſaid bill 
was read the third time, and the queſtion being put, 
Whether it ſhould paſs; it was reſolved in the at- 
firmative. Upon which, ſeveral lords entered the 
following proteſt, viz. 


Diſſentient.* | 
1.J3 Ecauſe in this bill it is enacted, That out of 
the aids or ſupplies granted this ſeſſion of 
* Parliament, there ſhall and may be, from time to be 
time, iſſued and applied ſuch ſum or ſums of mo- {W*® 
« ney, 
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(ney, as ſhall be neceſſary for and towards anſwer- 
gens and defray ing ſuch expences and engagements 
the have at any time been, or ſhall, before or until 
the 25th day of December, 1727. be made by his 
«Majeſty, in concerting ſuch meaſures as he, in his 
ſe) great wiſdom, thinks will beſt conduce to the ſe- 
curity of the trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
and to the preſerving and reſtoring the peace of 
Europe. Which clauſe is inconſiſtent with that 
ng. vrt of the bill which forbids the ſupplies 20 be iſſued 
nd. Wi any other purpoſes than thoſe ſpecified, and renders 
vi MWinefiectual that appropriation of the public money, 

yhich the wiſdom of many Parliaments has thought, 

nd we are convinced, ought to be thought a neceſ- 
ce, Nu ſecurity, againſt the miſapplication of it. 


ur- 2. Becauſe there is no proviſion in the bill to o- 
oh blige any perſon to give an account of any money, 
ad iat ſhall be diſpoſed of by virtue of the power in 
ns; dus clauſe. 


nd 3. Becauſe there are ſufficient ſums granted to an- 
he ner every particular purpoſe that money can be 
nd {Wanted for, as far as our preſent views can reach; and 
ird Mifany unforeſeen emergency ſhould demand a far- 
he er ſupply, we ſhould think, that might be pro- 
a- Wrided for, as has been formerly practiced, when ne- 
of Neeſſity required; and we are perſmaded this might be 
ill Cone with leſs inconvenience, than by thisdelegation 
at, of almoſt a dictatorial authority, at leaſt till the Par- ; 
if- Wliment could be called together, who have given ſo | 
he Wnany inſtances of their zeal for his Majeſty, that he | 

could have no room to doubt of their readineſs to x 

make good whatever he ſhould have expended for i 

the advantage of his people. g 


rr wry At 


of MW 4 Becauſewe think that abſolute powers ought to 
to be given in a free government, only upon occaſions 
o- (evident neceſſity, and when the very being of the 
Y, | govern- 
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government is in danger: And tho? we allow ou On 
reſent circumſtances to be as melancholy as thel the h. 
Ll almoſt at any time been, yet we think it a ver ſeated 
improper remedy for our preſent - ſtate, to depart Jaun 
from the approved, and (in our judgment) eſſentia Rod, 
forms of giving the public money. Nor can we bl 1% 
perſuaded, that it is the only or even the laſt expe the h 
dient that can be found to extricate us out of our un Wer: 
happy ſituation, to repoſe ſuch a confidence in the Roy: 
crown, in the diſpoſition of immenſe ſums of money 
as may by the advice of wicked and uncapable mini Ate 
ſters (if itſhould be our misfortune ever to have ſuch N 


be attended with great prejudice to our properties, 


the preſervation of which, we cannot flatter ourſelves, 
but by a ſtrict adherence to thoſe excellent Parlia- 
mentary methods of granting all ſums of money only 
upon eſtimates, and for ſervices publickly avowed. 


g. Becauſe the precedents that were offered to ju- 
ſtify this clauſe, were far from giving us any fatisfac- 
tion; and if they had been plainand full to the point, 
(which we think they were not) yet, in our opinions, 
ought not to be followed, leſt clauſes of the ſame 
nature might become too frequent, and leſt an un- 
limited power in the crown, to raiſe millions on our 
fellow ſubjects, might be looked upon, by degrees, 
as a thing of courſe, and ſo at laſt, the total] power 
to levy and diſpoſe df the prople's money be given 
to one part of the legiſlature, which, by our wile 
conſtitution, is, and with Tafety can only be, lodged 
in the whole. 


Strafford, Litchfield, * Maynard, 
Warrington, Boyle (Earl of Bathurſt, 
Scarſdale, (Orrery,) Aberdeen, 
Coventry, Bingley, Craven, 


Oxford and Mor- Lechmere, Feley, 
(timer, Aylesford, Brooke, 
Gower, 


On 


On Monday the 15th of May, the King came to 
the houſe of Peers, and being in his royal robes, 
ſeated on the throne, with the uſual ſolemnity, Mr. 
Saunderſon, deputy Gentleman-Uſher of the Black 
Rod, was ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the 
houſe of Commons, commanding theirattendance in 
the houſe of Peers; the Commons being come thi- 
ther accordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſed to give the 
Royal Aſſent to ſeveral public and private bills. 


After which, the Lord High Chancellor read his 
Majeſty's Speech to both houſes, as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I Acquainted you, at the opening of this ſeſſion, 
la- | with the dangers which threatened this king- 
"ly © dom, and the peace and liberties of Europe. I am 


d. now to return you my thanks for the zeal and diſ- 
. W* patch with which you have proceeded upon the ſe- 
- + veral points 1 then recommended to your care 
fe « for the confidence you have repoſed in me; and 
vil; for the aſſurances you have given me of your ſup- 
"ns, i port and aſſiſtance in vindication of my honour, and 
wa in the maintenance and defence of the undoubted 


rights and privileges of this nation, ſo openly and 
{notoriouſly invaded and attacked. 

© WM © The Siege of Gibraltar proves beyondalldiſpute 
the end and deſign of the engagements entered 
into by the Emperor and the King of Spain; but 
the preparations I had made for the defence of that 
2 Wl © place, and the bravery of my troops, will, I doubt 
not, convince them of the raſnneſs and folly of that 


* undertaking. However, the love of peace has hi- 
* therto prevailed upon me, even under this high 


provocation, to ſuſpend, in ſome meaſure, my re- 
* ſentments z and inſtead of having immediate re- 
* courſe to arms, and demanding of my allies that 
* aſſiſtance which they are engaged and ready to 
give me, I have concurred with the molt Chriſtian 
On Vol. IX, T « King 
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« Kingand the States General, in making ſuch over- 


< tures of accommodation, as muſt convince all the mand 
« world of the uprightneſs of our intentions, and of ofty 
« our ſincere dijpolition to peace, and demonſtrate 2 
to whoſe ambition and thirſt of power the cala- 

« mities of a war are to be imputed, if theſe juſt 

and reaſonable propoſitions are rejected. In the Ml 1%? 
mean time, I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, 

& 


that the crown of Sweden has acceded to the trea- 
ty of Hanover, and that the convention between 
me, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and the King 0 


of Denmark, is actually fign'd. pror 
in 
Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 1 


The vigour and chearfulneſs you have ſhewn, in Wl « mi 
« raiſing ſo effectually, and upon ſuch eafy terms, WM by 
the neceſſary ſupplies for the ſervice of the enſu- Wl be 
ing year, are not only inſtances of your zeal and Wl « of 
affection to me, but demonſtrate the eſtabliſhed Wl « by 


* credit, power, and ſtrength of this kingdom. ly 
| or 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | th 


| © It would have been a great ſatisfaction to me, it WM « ſy 
before your ſeparation I had been able to ſpeak to th 
vyou more poſitively, and with greater certainty, I ing 
upon the preſent poſture and ſtate of affairs: But W rg 
as you have now diſpatched the publick buſineſs, Wl Ge 
and as the ſeaſon of the year requires your going N 
into your reſpective countries, I chooſe rather to Wl Pee 
0 pu an end to this ſeſſion, than to keep you any ¶ thr 
longer together unneceſſarily. The proviſions you Wl Ge 
have made, and the perfect union and harmony ¶ ne 
between me and my allies, will, I hope, enable 
me, by the Divine aſſiſtance, either to withſtand 
and defeat the deſigns of our enemies, if their con- 
* duct ſhall bring upon us the neceſſity of a war; or 
to improve the bleſſings of peace, if peace can, 
with juſtice, honour, and ſecurity, be obtained. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's com- 
mand, acquainted both houſes, That it was his Ma- 


f jeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that this Parliament be 
prorogued to Tueſday the 27th day of June next. 


"Wl he Sixth and laſt Seſium of the ſecond Septennial 


Parliament, 


| hog the death of the King, which happened 
the 11th of June, the Parliament, which ſtood 
prorogued to the 27th of June, met at Weſtminſter, 
in purſuance of the Act 4 & 5 Annz, cap. 15. 
whereby it is enacted, That this preſent Parlia- 
© ment, or any other Parliament hereafter ſummoned 
by her Majeſty, her heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall not 
be determined or diſſolved by the death or demiſe 
of her ſaid Majeſty, or of her heirs and ſucceſſors ; 
but ſuch Parliament ſhall continue, and immediate- 
y meet, fit, and act, notwithſtanding ſuch death 
cor demiſe, during the time of fix months, unleſs 
dhe ſame ſhall be ſooner prorogued or diſolved by 
, it Wl © ſuch perſon who ſhall be next heir to the erden of 
to Wl © this realm in ſucceſſion, Sc.“ The Parliament be- 
ty, ng met accordingly on the 1gth of June, was pro- 
But WM rogued by commiſſion from his preſent Majeſty King 
ſs, Wl George II. till the 27th of June, when being met 
ing et Weſtminſter, his Majeſty came to the houſe of 
to Peers, and being in his royal robes ſeated on the 
ny Wl throne with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Charles Dalton, 
„ou Gentleman Uſher of the black rod, was ſent with a 
2ny neſſage from his majeſty to the houſe of Commons 
ble ¶ commanding their immediate attendance in the houſe 
and of Peers; and the Commons being come thither ac- 
on- cordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſed to make the fol- 
or loving moſt gracious ſpeech (which he delivered 
an, Wl from his own mouth) to both houſes. 6:58” 
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The King's Speech to the Parliament. 


y Lords and Gentlemen, 


Am perſuaded that you all ſhare with me in 
my grief and affliction for the death of my late 
royal father, which, as it brings upon me the im- 
mediate care and weight of the government, adds 
very much to my concern, leſt I ſhould not he 
as. ſucceſsful in my endeavours, as I am, above 
all things, deſirous to make you a great and hap- 
py people. "101 | 
I heartily wiſh, that this firſt ſolemn declaration 
of my mind in Parliament, could ſufficiently ex. 
« preſs the ſentiments of my heart, and give youa 
perfect and juſt ſenſe of my fixed reſolution, by all 
0 ible means, to merit the love and affection of 
my people, which I ſhall always look upon as the 
© beſt ſupport and ſecurity of my crown. 
And as the religion, liberty, property, and a 
due execution of the laws, are the moſt valuable 
< bleſſings of a free people, and the peculiar privi- 


leges of this nation, it ſhall be my conſtant care to 


- 
— 


now happily eſtabliſhed in Church and ſtate, invio- 


preſerve the conſtitution of this kingdom, as it is 


« lable in all its parts; and to ſecure to all my ſub- 
* — the full enjoyment of their religious and civil 
rights. | 
© I ſee with great pleaſure the happy effects of 
< thatvigour and reſolution which was exerted in theW 
*« laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the defence of the 
rights and poſſeſſions of this nation, and for main- 
* taining the tranquillity and balance of power in 
Europe; the teri union and harmony, which has 
* hitherto ſubſiſted among the allies of the treaty 


„ 


of Hanover, has chiefly contributed to the near 
< proſpect of a general peace; I haye therefore 
given all my allies the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 92 

« ſuing 


py — —_ _ I 1 os 
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« ſuing the ſame meaſures, and of making good 
the engagements entered into by the crown of 
Great Britain. 

The chearfulneſs with which the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on this great work were rai- 
« ſed, making it but juſt that the public expence 
« ſhould be leſſened, as ſoon as the circumſtances of 
« affairs will permit; J have already given orders 
for ſending back ſome of the regiments brought 
from Ireland, and will proceed to reduce my forces, 
both by ſea and land, as ſoon as it can be done 
$ without prejudice to the common cauſe, and con- 


-+ ſiſtent with the intereſt of my kingdom. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 


« You know very well, that the grant of the 
« oreateſt part of the civil liſt revenues is now de- 
* termined, and that it is neceſſary for you to make 
* a new proviſion for the ſupport of me and my fa- 
* mily,. I am confident it is needleſs for me, in a- 
ny particular manner, to recommend to your care 
* the conſideration of what ſo nearly and perſonally 
concerns me; and I am perſuaded, that the ex- 
0 prog of paſt times, and a due regard to the 
© honour and dignity of the crown, will prevail upon 
you to give me this firſt proof of your zeal and 
* affection, in a manner anſwerable to the neceſſi- 
* ties of my government. 


My Lerds and Gentlemen, 


I recommend it to you to give all poſſible dif. 
patch to ſuch buſineſs as ſhall neceſſarily be 
brought before you; the ſeaſon of the year, and 
* the circumſtances of time requiring your preſence 
in the country, and making it improper to carry 
this ſeſſion into any great length. 
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The King being withdrawn, the Earl of Cheſt. 
field moved for an addreſs of condolance, congratula. 
tion, and thanks, and having made a very pathetic 
ſpeech on that occaſion, the ſaid addreſs was unani. 
mouſly voted, and immediately drawn up, and ap- 


proved; and the next day was preſented to his Ma. 
jeſty, by the whole houſe as follows: 


Maſt gracious Sovereign, 
6 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
6. ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tempo- 
© ral in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
< your Majeſty our moſt hearty and unfeigned thanks 
© for your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
< throne, and to aſſure your Majeſty, that though 
£ weareaffcted with the utmoſt ſorrow at the death 
© of our late gracious ſovereign, our hearts are at the 
© ſame time filled with an inexpreſſible joy at your 
< Majeſty's peaceable and happy acceſſion to the 
* throne of your royal anceſtors. __ 

* Your Majeſty's tender concern for your people, 
t and your moſt gracious and ſolemn. declaration, 
That you will always eſteem their love and affec- 
tion as the beſt ſupport of your crown that it ſhall 
be your conſtant care to preſerve the conſtitution of 
this Kingdom inviolable, as it is now happily eſta- 
* bliſhed in church and ſtate, and that you will ſe- 
cure to all your ſubjects the full enjoyment of their 
religious and civil rights, claims our moſt ſincere 
< and dutiful acknowledgments; and may juſtly be 


depended upon from your Majeſty, who ſo early 


and ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed yourſelf in defence 
© of the Proteſtant cauſe, and the liberties of Eu- 
rope in general, 

Nothing can be a greater encouragement to your 
* Majeſty's good ſubjects, in the faithful diſcharge of 
their duty, than your royal approbation of that vi- 
gour and reſolution which was exerted in the laſt 
$ Ron of Parliament, for the defence of the * 

an 
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*r- Wl * and poſſeſſions of this nation, and for maintaining 
a. Wl «the tranquillity and balance of power in Europe; 
tie Wl © nor can any thing be a greater ſatisfaction to us, | 
ni. chan the ſtrong aſſurances your Majeſty has given | 
p- « to all your allies, of purſuing the ſame meaſures, 
la- Wl «and making good the engagements entered into 
© by the crown of Great Britain. 
We are moſt firmly perſuaded, that theſe many 
© inſtances of your Majeſty's great goodneſs to your 
yal « people, juſtly deſcrve, and cannot fail of meerin 
0- Wl © with all imaginable returns of their gratitude — 
n © loyalty, and we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, 
ks in the ſtrongeſt manner, of our inviolable fidelity, 
he and of our fixed and unalterable reſolution, upon 
gn i « all occaſions to maintain your Majeſty's undoubted 
th right and title to the Imperial crown of theſe realms, 
* and the ſeveral dominions thereunto belonging; 
ur © and that we will, in purſuance of the many ſolemn 
he © aſſurances we have already given, uſe our utmoſt 
efforts to maintain your Majeſty's undoubted right 
le, Wl «to every other part of your dominions, againſt all 
n, attempts ükerer, and that we will chearfully 
0 * embrace all opportunities to ſupport and advance 
the honour 75 dignity of the crown.” 
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a WW To which his Majeſty was pleaſed to return this 
: moſt gracious anſwer. t ö 
re My Lords, x | 
a 1225 you heartily for this very loyal addreſs; The e 
ly fuch a demonſtration of your duty and affectiun, | 
ce cannot but be truly acceptable to me. You may be af- | 


„red that I ſhall, through the whole courſe of my 
reign, have no other view than the intereſt and hap- 


% of my people. 


On the 24th of June, the Commons being re- 
turned to their houſe, ſeveral members took the ſe- 4 
1 veral oaths, and made and ſubſcribed the declaration, N 
. pur- i 
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' ' Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
The bea « E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
of Commons . + nat a 
address. ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
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rſuant to the act 6 Anne Reg. Several other mem. 
Bog did likewiſe qualify themſelves the next day 
after which Mr. Speaker reported his Majeſty's moſt WW * of 
gracious ſpeech to both houſes, Hereupon Sir Pay} he 
Methuen, Treaſurer of the houſehold, moved, WW « tc 
+ That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma. ; 
« jeſty, to condole upon the death of his late royal 
father, to congratulate his Majeſty on his happy 
c acceſſion to the throne, to return his Majeſty the 
thanks of this houſe for his moſt gracious ſpeech, 
Sc. Sc.“ Which motion being ſeconded by Sir 
Robert Walpole, and voted nemine contradicente, 1 
committee was appointed to draw up an addreſs 
upon the ſaid reſolution. After this the Commons 
appointed the five grand committees, and made the 
uſual orders. 

Sir Robert Walpole being one of the committee 
appointed to draw up the addreſs, the Chairman 
made him the compliment of giving him the pen, 
whereupon Sir Robert, without heſitation, and with 
a maſterly hand, drew up the ſaid addreſs ; which 
on the 29th was reported, and unanimouſly agreed 
to; and on Friday the laſt day of June preſented 
by the whole houſe to his Majeſty, as follows : 


Parliament aſſembled, from a grateful ſenſe and 
remembrance of the many bleſſings we enjoyed un- 
der the government of our late moſt gracious Sove- W 

'« reign, beg leave, in the moſt.dutiful manner, to 
* condole with your Majeſty upon the death of your 
© late royal father; a loſs to this nation which your 

« Majeſty alone could poſſibly repair 

* Your immediate ſucceſſion baniſhed all our grief: 
and the uninterrupted continuance of the bleilings 
we had long enjoyed, obliges us, with duty and 
* gratitude, to acknowledge the juſt ſenſe we have ol 
© Our 
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« our preſent and future happineſs; and to beſeech 
your Majeſty, to accept the ſincere congratulations 
(of your faithful Commons, upon your Majeſty's 
happy acceſſion to the throne of your royal anceſ- 
* tors. | 2 

« Your Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
«throne requires a more than ordinary return of 
duty and thankfulneſs, for that tender and paternal 
care which you have been pleaſed to expreſs, of our 
religion, laws, and liberties, and for thoſe ample 


*affyrances your Majeſty has given us, inviolably 


to preſerve the conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, as 
it is now happily eſtabliſhed, in church and ſtate; 
and to ſecure to all your ſubjects the full enjoy- 
© ment of their religious and civil rights: And as 
theſe bleſſings are the moſt valuable and dear to a 
free people, and the peculiar privileges of this na- 
tion; we cannot enough admire your Majeſty's 
goodneſs, and expreſs our ſatisfaction, in this ſo- 
© lemn declaration of your Majeſty's reſolution, to 
make the good of your people your chief and con- 
+ ſtant care. | 

We congratulate your Majeſty upon the preli- 
© minary articles being ſigned z and we ſee with 
great pleaſure, the beginning of your Majeſty's 
* reign attended with the happy preſages of a gene- 
© ral peace. The early aſſurances given by your 
* Majeſty to your allies, of purſuing the ſame mea- 
* ſures-as your late royal father had taken, and of 
making good the ſeveral engagements entered into 


by the crown of Great Britain, as they ſtrengthen 


and cement that ſtrict union and harmony which 
© has. hitherto ſubſiſted among the allies of the 
* ireaty of Hanover, they confirm to us the hopes 
* and near proſpect of a general tranquillity, upon 
terms honourable, ſafe, and advantageous to your 
Majeſty, and all your allies. _ 

Tze regard and concern which we had, and al- 
ways ſhall have, for the defence of the rights and 


« poſ- 
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© poſſeſſions of this nation, for vindicating the ho- 
* nour of our Sovereign, and for maintaining the 
due balance of power in Europe, engaged us with 
chearfulneſs, during the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, 
to grant the ſupplies neceſſary for the carrying on 
this great work. And no greater encouragement 
can poſſibly be given to us, than to ſee your Ma. 
jeſty ſo early beginning to leſſen the public ex- 
© pences, and reſolving to reduce your forces both 
by ſea and land, as ſoon as it can be done without 
< prejudice to the common cauſe, and conſiſtent 
< with the intereſt and ſafety of this nation. 

© Theſe many and great inſtances of your Majeſ. 
© ty*'s goodneſs, and concern for the happineſs and 
< welfare of your people, call upon us for the higheſt 
© returns of duty, zeal, and affection to your Ma- 
< jeſty*s perſon and government. And as we are ful. 
ly convinced that our own intereſt and preſerya- 
tion are inſeparable from your Majeſty's, we beg 
leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, with our 
© lives and fortunes, maintain and ſupport your Ma- 
« jeſty's undoubted right and title to the Imperial 
* crown of this realm, and all other your Majeſty's 
< dominions, againſt all attempts whatſoever. 

And when we reflect on your Majeſty's royal 
< virtues, which promiſe us all the bleſſings that can 
flow from a mind truly great; when we conſider 
the OT character of the Queen your 
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royal conſort, and the additional happineſs that. 


deſcends to your people from her many princely 
© qualities, and remember your numerous and hope- 
< ful iſſue, the laſting pledge and ſecurity of our 
happy eſtabliſhment ; that your Majeſty's crown 
may ſit with eaſe and glory on your head, we think 
« ourſelves indiſpenſibly _— to aſſure your Ma- 
jeſty, that we will provide ſuch a revenue for the 
* occaſions of your Majeſty's civil government, as 
may be ſufficient to ſupport the honour and dig; 
* nity of the crown in its proper and full luſtre. g 
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To which his Majeſty was pleaſed to return the 
following anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


addreſs. The reſolutions of the Commons of Great 
Britain are, every where, ſo highly regarded, that I 
cannot but receive, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, this 
unanimous declaration of your fidelity, zeal, and af- 
feftion ; and I will endeavour, by a ſteady care and 
concern for the intereſt and welfare of my people, to 
anſwer the expectation you have conceived of my go- 
vernment. 


The day before, (June 29.) a motion being 
made in the houſe of Commons, that a ſupply be 
granted to his Majeſty, for the better ſupport of bis 
Majeſty's bouſhold, and of the honour and dignity of 
the crown; it was uninamouſly reſolved, to conſi- 
der of that motion the next day in a grand com- 
mittee ; which was done accordingly, and therein 
it was reſolved, nemine contradicente, to grant ſuch 
a ſupply to his Majeſty. | | 
| On Saturday the 1ſt of July, the Commons or- 
dered a bill to be brought in to enable perſons now 
refdmpg in Great Britain to take the oaths, and do all 
uber alts in Great Britain requi/ite to qualify them- 
ſelves to continue in their reſpettive places, offices, and 
temployments in Ireland; after which Mr. Farrer, 


reported the preceding day's reſolution in the grand 


committee, for granting @ ſupply to his Majeſty for 
the better Ae of his Majefy's bouſbold, and of the 
bonowr and dignity of the crown, which was agreed 
to, nemine contradicente. | 

n Monday the 3d, the Commons, in a commit- 
tee of the whole houſe, conſidered of the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, and Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer repreſented, * That the annual ſum of 


£ ſeven 
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£ ſeven hundred thouſand pounds granted to and 
* ſettled on the late King, for the ſupport of hi 
© houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the 
crown, falling ſhort every year, they had been 
obliged to make it up another way : And that his 
preſent Majeſty's neceſſary expences being like to 
encreaſe, by reaſon of the largeneſs of his family, 
and of ſettling a houſhold for his royal conſort, he 
therefore moved, That the intire revenues of the 
Civil lift, which produced about one hundred and 
thirty thouſand pounds a year, above the ſaid year- 
* ly ſum of 700,000 J. might be ſettled on his Ma- 
« jeſty during his life.” This motion was ſeconded 
and backed by ſeveral members: But was oppoſed 


* 


by Mr. Shippen in the following ſpeech. 


Mr. Ship- 


pen's ſpeech, c 
c 


—— 
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Sir, I agree with the honourable perſon who 
ſpoke firſt, That on his Majeſty's happy acceſſion 
to the throne, there ought to be no other conten- 
tion among us, than who ſhould moſt contribute 
to his ſervice, than who ſhould expreſs their duty 
and loyalty in the moſt reſpectful and the mot 
extenſive manner. But then I hope he will agree 
with me, that this is to be done with ſome regard 
to thoſe we repreſent : That this is to be done, 
conſiſtent with the truſt repoſed in us, conſiſtent 
with that frugality which this houſe is bound to 
uſe, whenever the crown is pleaſed to call upon it, 
to exerciſe its great power of giving money. 
Now, notwithſtanding what has been urged, [ 
think, we ſhall ſo far depart from this rule of trugz 


* lity, as we exceed the revenue granted to his late © 


* Majeſty, whether that exceeding ſhall amount year. 
ly to gg, ooo l. as computed at the higheſt by the 
© honourable perſon, or to above 1 30,0001. as I have 
* ſeen it more truly computed by another, For Ire. 
© member very well, that the yearly ſum of 700,000/. 
though now thought too little] was not obtained 
for his late Majeſty, without a long and * de- 
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«hate 3 and it was allowed by every one that con- 
«tended for it, to be an ample royal revenue. Nor 
© was it asked inconſiderately, and on a ſudden it 
vas asked on maturedeliberation, after the Queen's 
civil liſt branches were found deficient; it was ask- 
(ed, after many computations had been made of 
every Charge requiſite to ſupport the honour and 
© dignity of the crown, and to maintain the preſent 
royal family: It was asked, after duly weighing, 
© what proviſion would be ſufficient to anſwer all the 
© ordinary and extraordinary occaſions of the civil 
government; what would be ſufficient to anſwer 
all proper augmentations of ſalaries, all reaſonable 
© and charitable penſions, allſecret ſervices at home 
© and abroad, neceſſary to carry on a juſt and wiſe 
« adminiſtration : It was asked by the honourable 
© perſon himſelf, and others, who were entering 
into great employments, who were going to taſte 
© of the royal bounty, and, who therefore could 
© not poſſibly be ſuſpected to have any deſign of 
© cramping his Majeſty, by a too contracted and 
* narrow revenue. e 
Nor does the late alteration in the royal family 
© call for any increaſe of expence. For if the eſta- 
© bliſhment for the Queen ſhould beenlarged, whoſe 
* diſtinguiſhed character, and many princely virtues 
(taken notice of in your addreſs) intitle her to all 
degrees of grandeur, which any former Queen- 
* conſort ever enjoyed ; I ſay, if her eſtabliſhment 
ſhould be enlarged, I preſume, the eſtabliſhment 
for Prince Frederic, will be much inferior to that 
* ſettled on his preſent Majeſty when Prince of Wales. 


Beſides, our ardent wiſhes for his Majeſty's con- 


* ſtant reſidence in theſe kingdoms, and his royal 
intentions of making us a great and happy people, 
* give us hopes, that many perſonal, many parti- 
* cular expences in the late reign, eſpecially thoſe 
for frequent journies to Hanover, will be diſcon- 
tinued, and intirely ceaſe, 13 


Nor 
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Nor is it any objection to the reaſoning of that 
time, when the 700,000 J. were granted to the 
late King, or to the computations then made, 
that this ſum is ſaid to have been found by the 
* experience of paſt times, to be anſwerable to the ne. 


* 


ceſſities of the civil government. 500 

For this experience could not be found in the mer 
Queen's reign, becauſe her civil liſt branches ſel. Par 
dom amounted to 600,000/. commonly to about Ml der 
* 550,000 J. and ſometimes to a very little above C 
« 500,000 l. as appears by accounts formerly lad Hef, 
© before this houſe ; and I will not ſuppoſe thoſe ac- ( bef 
© counts which were brought from the Treaſury to Wl © 1 
© be otherwiſe than true, in regard to my honour. Ml hr 
able friend l aſk pardon——I ſhould have ſaid, on 
« the honourable perſon, for there is no friendſhip be- PP 


twixt us. But he muſt give me leave to obſerve, 


That when he aſſerts her civil lift branchesamount- 
ed to above 700,000 /. yearly, he can only 


mean the groſs, and not the neat produce, which 
6 


is a very uncandid and fallacious way of arguing, 

* Tho? her revenues were ſo low, yet ſhe called 
upon her Parliament but once in a reign of above 
* thirteen years, to pay the debts contracted in her 
civil government; and it is a juſtice due to the 
memory of that excellent Princeſs, to remind gen- 
tlemen of the unparalleled inſtances of her pietyand 
generoſity, which occaſioned thoſe debts. She gave 
the firſt fruits and tenths, ariſing now [as the ho- 


. 


nuourable perſon ſays] to nineteen thouſand poundsa 


« year, for the augmentation of the maintenance of 


the poor clergy. She gave 5000. a year out 


of the Poſt-office to the Duke of Marlborough: She 
* ſuffered 700/. a week to be likewiſe charged on the 
« Poſt-office, for the public ſervice, and by thatcon- 
ceſſion loſt a vaſt ſum ; the additional duty then 
producing only 80001. a year. She gave ſeveral 
* hundred thouſand pounds for building thecaſtleaf 
* Blenheim : She allowed Prince Charles of Gone? 
4000! 
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4000 J. a year: She ſuſtained great loſſes by the 
Tin contract: She ſupported the poor Palatines. 
«Theſe, with many other royal bounties * (which 
eſcape my * remembrance) were the reaſons 
that brought her under the neceſſity of aſking for 
£ 00,000 J. But ſhe was ſo ſenſible of the inconve- 
enience, and ſo determined never to apply to her 
« Parliament again in the like manner, that ſhe or- 
dered a conſiderable reduction to be made of her 
civil government expences. I have ſeen a ſcheme 
© of this reduction, as it was actually ſettled a little 
before her death, and intended to commence the 
Lach- day following. T would be tedious to go 
through all the particular articles of it, and I will 
© only name three or four. The Cofferer's-Office 
© payments were reduced from 85,0007. to 75,000). 
The allowances for foreign miniſters, from 5,000. 
to 30,000 l. Penſions and bounties, from 87, 490 
© odd pounds, to 60,000 J. Secret ſervices, from 
(27,000 J. to 20,000 /. a ſum ſurpriſingly ſmall, 
© when compared with the late disburſements on that 
(head, In ſhort, the whole yearly expences were 
i deſigned to be reduced to 459, 941 J. and that 
© would have been done without eclipſing the glory 
(ofthe crown, which ſome gentlemen ſo roundly 
'afirm, cannot now be maintained under almoſt a 
double appointment. 

© From hence it appears plainly, that this argu- 
© ment of the experience of paſt times, can have no 
reference to the Queen's reign. It muſt cherefore 
be applied [tho? put in the plural number] to the 


hte adminiſtration only; and I confeſs, if the 


ame management was to be continued, if the ſame 
i miniſters was to be again employed, a million a 
year would not be ſufficient to carry on the exorbi- 
tant expences, ſo often, andſo juſtly complained of 
in this houſe. For it is notorious, it is freſh in all 
© our memories, that beſides the yearly 700,000 /. 


She 9 I. to the uſes of the war, 


© there 
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there have been many occaſional taxes, many ex. 
© ceſſive ſums raiſed, and they have been all ſunk in 
© that bottomleſs gulf of ſecret Service. Firſt, the 
* memorable 2 50,000 J. were raiſed (in defiance of 
© the ancient Parliamentary methods) to ſecure us 
from the apprehenſions of a Swediſh invaſion, 
© Then the two Inſurance-offices were erected in as 
* irregular a manner, by a bill brought into thi 
© houſe (at the latter end of a ſeſſion, and after the 
Committee of ſupply had been cloſed) by the 
* honourable perſon, on his return into power; and 
© thoſe bubbles paid near 300,000 J. for their char: 
ters. Then a new ſcene of Affairs opening in 
© Sweden, changed our enmity into an alliance; 
there was a ſubſidy of 72,000 J. implicitly grant- 
ed to make good ſome ſecret bargain, and engage- 
* ment with that crown. At the ſame time near 
* 24,000 J. were given for burning two metchant 
* ſhips arrived from infected places; but tho! the 
goods, as well as the ſhips, were paid for by this 
© houſe, that they might (without injury to theown- 
ers) be deſtroyed for the public ſafety, yet moſt 
© of them were privately conveyed into the counties 
© adjacent to the port where ſhips lay, and ſold 
there. Then ſoon after a ſum of 500,000 J. was 
« demanded and granted for the payment of the ci- 
vil liſt debts : On which occaſion his late Majeſty 
declared in his meſſage, that he was reſolved to cauſe 
a retrenchment to be made of his expences for the fu 
ture. But notwithſtanding that reſolution, in leſs 
* than four years (the neceſſities of the government 


© having rendered the promiſed retrenchment im- 


« practicable) there was a new demand, and a new 
grant of 500, ooo J. more, to diſcharge new in- 
* cumbrances. I might mention too the Spaniſb 
* ſhips which were taken in the famons Mediterra- 
nean ſea- fight, and (as we have reaſon to believe) 
« ſold for a conſiderable ſum of money. Nor is it 
« poſlible to forget the 120,000 J. Which we N. 

« only 
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only be told, the laſt ſeſſion [in a general unex- 
-plained article] were ſecretly diſpoſed of, for the 
public utility, for the conſervation of the peace 
of Europe, and for the ſecurity of the commerce 
© and navigation of Great Britain. 

After all theſe and other extraordinary ſupplies 
lam informed] there yet remains a debt in the 
civil government of above 600,000 J. If fo, ſure- 
ey there muſt have been a moſt egregious neglect 
tof duty, to ſay no worſe, there mult have been a 
({trange ſpirit of extravagance ſomewhere, or ſuch 
immenſe ſums could never have been ſo ſoon, fo 
einſenſibly ſquandered away. And it is amazing 
this extravagance ſhould happen under the conduct 
of perſons, pretending to ſurpaſs all their predeceſ- 
ſors in the knowledge and care of the public re- 
venue: But we are not to wonder that the world 
t has been free in its cenſures, ſince none of theſe 
ſums have been accounted for, ſince they have 
been employed in ſervices not fit to be owned. 
None but thoſe who are in the ſecret, and who 
* had the diſpoſal ofthem, can refute the reflections 
© that are made without doors, not only on the mi- 
eniſtry, but even on both houſes of Parliament 
] muſt ſay no more — But I heartily with, that 
time (the great diſcoverer of hidden truths and con- 
cealed iniquities) may produce a liſt of all ſuch 
*(if any ſuch there were) who have been perverted 
from their public duty by private penſions ; who 
(have been the hired ſlaves, and the corrupt inſtru- 


nents of a profuſe and vain-glorious adminiſtration. 


{If there have been none ſuch, then the whole 
weight, then the whole guilt of the late miſma- 
nagement lies on the miniſters themſelves. 

Rut it ſeems to be matter of univerſal joy to the 
nation, that the caſe is like to be altered. We 
hope we are arrived at a day of better ceconomy, 
we hope ſuch practices will be fo far from being 
imitated, that they will be deteſted and abhorred. 

Vor. IX, U Nor 
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Nor can any one entertain the leaſt doubt of this 
* when he conſiders, a prince is aſcending thethrone, 
* who will chooſc a knowing, faithful, and frugal 
© miniſtry, who will not permit his domeſtic or 
foreign affairs to be negotiated by bribery and cor. 
* ruption, for want of ſufficiency and ſkill in poli. 
© tics: Whole wiſdom will enable him, and whoſe 
goodneſs will incline him, not only to inſpect the 
© management of his civil- liſt branches, but in jul. 
tice to his Parliaments, and in compaſſion to his 
people, to direct and require a due and exact dif. 
« poſition of all the other public funds, according 
* to their reſpective appropriations. 

Nou, in conſequence of this moſt juſt notion of 
his Majeſty's frugality (which among other his 
« innumerable virtues, endears him ſo much to his 
« ſubjects) I hope I may, without offence, propoſe 
the addition of ſome words to your queſtion, that 
may reftrain it to 700, ooo J. and in this I as much 
« conſult the ſervice of his Majeſty, and the honour 
and dignity of the crown, as thoſe who are for 
granting the funds without any reſtriction. For 
(in my humble opinion) the voting a greater {um 
than was ſettled on his late Majeſty, is only voting 
an indemnity, is voting at leaſt in favour of mi- 
© niſters, wholg conduct (as I have already hinted) 
if laid before you, and duly examined, would per 
© haps rather delerve your cenſure than approbation, 

+ Beſides, the ſurplus of theſe branches is appro- 
« priated to the ſinking fund; and, that, I thought 
nad been a ſacred depyizum, reſerved tor the gra- 
dual diſcharge of the national debt. I thought it 
would have been looked upon as a fort of lacri- 
© lege, to have diverted the leaſt part of it (on any 
pretence whatloever) from its original uſes ; and 
it is as ſurpriſing to me, that the honourable per- 
* {on ſhould be for deſtroying his own darling pro- 
« ject; that he ſhould be for pulling down the boaſt 
ed monument of his glory; as it may be to * 

of 
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that I am for ſupporting any ſcheme of his, which 
© might have tranſmitted his name with advantage 
© to poſterity. 

« If his Majefty was rightly apprized of theſecir- 
© cumſtances, he would doubtleſs rather be content 
« with a clear annual revenue of 700,000 J. than ſuf- 
« fer his firſt demand of money, (by any precipi- 
tate proof of our zeal) to carry the leaſt appear- 
© ance of being burdenſome to his people, who have 
long laboured under the preſſure of grievous and 
exorbitant taxes; for he has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to ſignify from the throne his fixed reſolution. 

© By all poſſible means to merit their love and 
© affection, which he ſhall always look upon as the 
© beſt ſupport and ſecurity of his crown. 5 

will detain you, Sir, no longer, but defire-you 
© would conclude your queſtion with theſe words, 

In like manner as they were granted and continued 
to his late Majeſty, which make up the clear yearly 
ſum of 700,000 /. 


Tho? this ſpeech could not be very agreeable to 
thoſe in the adminiſtration, yet they ſhewed ſo much 
temper as not to anſwer it: And fo it was unani- 
mouſly reſolved, /. That towards the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, for the ſupport of his Ma- 
jeſty's houſhold, and of the honour and dignity of 
the crown, the ſame revenues which were paya- 
ble to his late Majeſty King George, of glorious me- 
* mory, during his life, and had continuance till the 
time of his demiſe, be granted and continued to his 
preſent Majeſty, during his life. 24h), That the 
aid revenues be continued from the death of his 
ate Majeſty.* Theſe reſolutions being, the next 
ay, (Fulyg.), reported, were agreed to by the 
houſe, —_— was ordered to be brought in there- 
upon, e ſame day, « bill to enable perſons to qua- 
ih themſelves in Great Britain 70 continue in their re- 
ect ive places and offices in Ireland, was preſented to 
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the houſe, read the firſt, and ordered to be read a 


ſecond time. 


On the 5th of July, the bill for the better. ſuppor! if 
his Maj eſty's houſhoid, &c. was preſented to the houſe, 
read the firſt, and ordered to be read a ſecond time; 
a bill for continuing the impriſonment of Robert Black- 
-bourne, and others, for the horrid conſpiracy to aſſaſ: 
nate the perſon of his late ſacred Majeſty King 
William he Third, was read the ſecond time, and 


committed to a committee of the whole houſe as 


was alſo the bill v enable perſons to qualify themſelves 


in Great Britain for places in Ireland. 


The next day, the civil liſt bill was read the ſe- 
cond time, and committed to a grand committee ; 
and then Mr. Treaſurer delivered to the houſe 1 


meſſage, ſigned by his Majeſty, which was read, 


as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. 

Ils Majeſty confidering that the proviſion made far 
| the Queen his conſort, in caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive 
his Majeſty, is very inſufficient to ſupport her royal dig- 
nity, and that his Majeſty is reſtrained by the law: 
now in being from increaſing the ſame, thinks it n. 
eſſary to recommend the making farther provifun for 
the Queen to your confideration. 


Hereupon it was unanimouſly reſolved to take the 


faid meſſage into conſideration the next day, in a 


committee of the whole houſe ; after which, in 
grand committee, the bill for continuing the inpri- 
fonment'of Robert Blackbourne, and others, was gone 
through, and ſeveral amendments were made to it, 


which being, the nextday, (Zuly y.) reported, were 
agreed to by the houſe, and the ſaid bill ordered to 
be ͤengroſſed. The ſame day, the Commons, in a 
grand 
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d committee, took into conſideration his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious meſſage, and reſolved, 


, That a proviſion be made for the Queen, in 
caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty, of one hundred 
thouſand pounds per Annum during her life, to ſup- 
port her royal dignity, together with his Majeſty's 
palace of Somer/et-houſe, and the lodge and lands at 
Richmond Old-Park. | 


2dly, That his Majeſty be enabled to charge the 
{aid one hundred thouſand pounds per Annum on all, 
or any of the duties or revenues ſettled or appointed 
for the better ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold, and 
the honour and dignity of the crown, which ſhall 
lubfiſt after his Majeſty's demiſe. 


After this, in a grand committee, the Commons 
went through the bill for the better ſupport of his 
Majeſty's houſhold, &c. and made ſeveral amend- 


ments thereto. 


On Saturday the 8th of July, Mr. Treaſurer ac- 
quainted the houſe, That he had a meſſage from his 
Majeſty to this houſe, ſigned by his Majeſty, and 
he delivered the ſame to Mr. Speaker, who read 
the ſame to the houſe, as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


THE South-ſea company having addreſſed his Ma- 


jeſty in a dutiful manner, That he would be graci- 
oufly pleaſed to condeſcend to be Governor of the ſaid 
company, and his Majeſty having been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to accept the ſame, his Majeſty recommends it to 
this houſe, to conſider of proper methods to render the 
ſame elfectual. 


Hereupon a bill was ordered to be brought in 70 
enable his Majeſty to be Governor of the South-ſea 


U 3 company, 
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company. Then Mr. Farrer reported the preceding 
day*s reſolutions for a proviſion for her Majeſty, 
which being agreed to, Nemine Contradicente, a bill 
was ordered to be brought in, purſuant to the ſaid 
reſolutions. 9. 

Mr. Farrer afterwards reported to the houſe, the 
amendments made, in the grand Committee, to the 
civil- liſt bill, which being agreed to, the ſaid bill was 
ordered to be ingroſſed. This done, Mr. Scrope pre- 
ſented to the houſe a bill 2% enable his Majeſty to be 
governor of the South-Sea company; which was re. 
ceived, read immediately the firft and ſeco d time, 
and, without paſſing through a Committee, ordered 
to be ingroſſed. Then an ingroſſed bill for conting- 
ing the impriſonment of Robert Blackbourne, and o- 
thers, &c. was read the third time, paſſed, and ſent 
up to the Lords; and, in a Committee of the whole 
houſe, the Commons went through the bill 70 enable 
perſons to qualify themſelves in Great-Britain for places 
and offices in Ireland, and added ſeveral clauſes to it. 


On Monday the roth, the civil-1iſt bill was read 
the third time, paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords; 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer preſented to the 
houſe a bill to enable bis Majeſty to ſettle a revenue 
for ſupporting the royal dignity of the Queen, &c. 
which was read the firſt, and unanimouſly ordered 
to be read a ſecond time; and the bill zo exadlc his 
Majeſty to be governor of the South-Sea company, 
was read the third time, paſſed, and ſent up to the 
Lords. enen 

The next day, the bill for ſettling a revenue on 
the Queen, was read a ſecond time, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole houſe; and Mr. Edg- 
combe having reported to the houſe the amendments 
made to the qualifying bill, the ſame, with ſome o- 
ther amendments, were agreed to, and the bil! or- 
dered to be ingroſſed. . 


On 
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On the 12th, the ſaid ingroſſed bill was read the 
ird time, paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords; and 
then, in a Committee of the whole houſe, the Com- 
mons went through the bill for ſettling a revenue on 
er Majeſty, and made ſeveral amendments thereto 
which Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer having, the 
next day, reported to the houſe, the ſame were a- 


reed to, and the bill ordered to be ingroſſed. 


On Friday the 14th, the ſaid bill was read the 
third time, paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords; and 
ſo the Commons having finiſhed all the buſineſs de- 
pending before them, adjourned till the Monday 
next following. 


On that day, the 17th of Zaly, the King went to 
the houſe of Peers, and being in his royal robes, 
ſeated on the throne, with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir 
Charles Dalton, gentleman-uſher of the black-rod, 
was ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the 
houſe of Commons, commanding their attendance 
in the houſe of Peers; and the Commons being 
come thither accordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſed 
to give the royal aſſent to, | 


1. An aft for the better ſupport of his Majeſty“s 
bouſhold, and of the honour and dignity of the crown 
of Great-Britain. 

2. An af for endbling his Majeſty to ſettle a re- 
venue for ſupporting the royal dignity of the Queen, 
in caſe ſhe ſhall ſurvive his Majeſty. 

3. An aft to enable his Majeſty to be governor of 
the South-Sea company. 

4. An att for continuing the impriſonment of Ro- 
bert Blackbourne, and others, for the horrid conſpi- 
racy to aſſaſſinate the perſon of his late ſacred Majeſiy 
King William the Third of glorious Memory, 

5. An aft for making farther proviſions to enable 
perſons poſſeſſed of offices at the demiſe of his late Ma- 
: U 
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jeſty, to qualify themſelves for the enjoyment of ſu 
Hes; and for altering and explaining the acts of Pax. 
liament therein mentioned, in relation toqualiſying per. 
ſons for continuing in offices, and to the continuance of 
the ſheriffs of the county of Cornwall, and county pa. 
latine of Cheſter, and ſeveral other officers thereiy 


mentioned, after the demiſe of bis late Majeſty, bis * ing 
heirs and ſucceſſors, and for continuing ſuch laws a « fio! 
would expire at the end of this ſeſſion of Parliament. Ml © Gr 
After this, his Majeſty was pleaſed to make the Wl + ſuc 
following moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes: ach 
| ire 
My Lords and Gentlemen, co 
1 Cannot but expreſs the greateſt ſatisfaction in tb 
6 1 the convincing proofs you have given me, in n 
this ſeſſion, of your duty and affection to my per- - 
* ſon, and zeal for my government. 1 
r 
Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 1 
I muſt particularly thank you for your unani- Ml © © 
mity and diſpatch, in granting me the revenues $1 
« neceſſary for the ſupport of my family, and the M © 
* occaſions of my civil government; which you 
have done in a manner ſo very agreeable, and 
* with ſuch a due regard to the honour and dignity Ml * 
of the crown, that if any thing could add to my 
ov inclinations of making the happineſs of my 
« ſubjects my principal care and ſtudy, this inſtance Ml 
of your particular confidence in me, would en- 
gage me more ſtrongly to make uſe of the power 
vou have given me of doing good, in promoting 
the honour and intereſt of my people. | 
* The ample proviſion you have made for the 
Queen is another inſtance of your regard for me, 
which Jam confident ſhe will very well deſerve, 
p In 


and I ſhall always acknowledge. 
; . M 


ICS 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is a great happineſs to me to ſee the nation in 
ſo proſperous and flouriſhing a condition, at the 
higheſt pitch of glory and reputation, of great 
© weight in holding the balance of Europe, defend- 
ing themſelves in their juſt privileges and poſſeſ- 
« fions, and vindicating the honour of the crown of 
© Great-Britain. | 

« At home, I find, among my proteſtant ſubjects, 
«ſuch mutual charity and forbearance diffuſed 
© throughout the kingdom, that the national church 
{ repines not at the indulgence given to ſcrupulous 
© conſciencies; and thoſe that receive the benefits of 
the toleration, envy not the eſtabliſhed church the 
© rights and privileges which they by law enjoy. 

From theſe happy cauſes and favourable con- 
junctures has flowed that general tranquilhty, that 
© riſe of public credit, and that improvement of 
trade and commerce, which have greatly increaſed 
* our wealth and power, and given us that reſpect 
* and influence abroad,which has ſo much adyanced 
* the glory and happineſs of this nation. 

But all theſe bleſſings, great and valuable as they 
dare, had not been ſecured and tranſmitted to us, 
© without your having carefully avoided all occaſions 
© of ſtrife and diviſion; without a ſtrict regard to 
public faith, a conit:nt care and attention towards 
© ditcharging the national debt, and without that 
* ſingular ſteadineſs and reſolution, which this Par- 
* liament has ſhewed upon all proper and neceſſary 
© occaſions. 

© | can therefore make no doubt, but that your 
behaviour, and the temper you have ſhewn, will 
* ſufficiently recommend this Parliament to the 
* eſteem and good opinion of their country; who, 
from the ſame conduct, and by purſuing the ſame 
* meaſures, may promiſe themſelves all future proſ- 


perity. 
8 The 
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* The expiration of this Parliament now drains 
© near, I will give orders for iſſuing the writs for 
calling and electing a new Parliament, as ſoon ax 
© it can conveniently be done; and I am perſuaded 
that the general conteſt and emulation in expreſ. 
«* ſions of duty and affections to me, which, to my 
great ſatisfaction, I have univerſally met with, 
< will be farther demonſtrated by the choice of |» 
Parliament, zealouſly affected to our preſent hap- 
« py eſtabliſhment in the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
and in return, nothing ſhall be wanting on my 
« part, that can contribute towards improving a 
good correſpondence and harmony between me 
and my people, and that can tend to perfect and 
« perpetuate the happineſs of Great Britain. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's ag 
command, ſignified to both houſes, his Majeſty's Sc 
royal will and pleaſure, that this Parliament be pro- 
rogued to Tueſday the twenty-ninth day of Auguſt next, 


e 


This Parliament was diſſolved by Proclamation 


on the 7th of Auguſt. 
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An exact Liſt of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal : As alſo of the Knights, Com- 
miſſioners of Shires, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of 
the firſt Parliament of King GEORGE II. 
ummoned to meet at Weſtminſter on the 
28th day of November, 1727, being the ſe- 
venth Parliament of Great-Britain, 


n exact LIST of the Lords Spiritual and 
Tiemporal. | 


a——_— 


Note, Thoſe marked with this aſterist * are under 
age; and thoſe marked thus | are the ſixteen 
Scotch Peers, 


* 


— 
— 


Princes of the Blood, and Great Officers of State. 


iT TIS Royal Highneſs Frederic-Lewis, Duke 
of Edinburgh, &c. 3 
His Royal Highneſs William- Auguſtus, Duke of 
Cumberland, Sc. 
Hs Royal Highneſs Erneſt-Auguſtus, Duke of 
York and Albany. 
Peter King, Lord King, Lord High Chancellor of 


Great-Britain. 


William Cavendiſh, Duke of Devonſhire, Lord 


Prefident of the Council. ; 

Thomas Trevor, Lord Trevor of Bromham, Lord 
1 

Lionel-Cranfield Sackville, Duke of Dorſet, Lord 
Steward of his Majeſty's Houſhold. 

Charles Fitz-Roy, Duke of Grafton, Lord Cham- 
berlain of the King's Houſhold. 


DUKES 
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DUKES 32. 


Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 
Charles Seymour, Duke of Somerſet. 
Charles Fitzroy, Duke of Cleveland and Southamy 

ton. 


Charles Lenos, Duke of Richmond and Lenox, prov 
* Henry Somerſet, Duke of Beaufort, Johr 
Charles Beauclair, Duke of St. Albans. Jam 
Charles Powlet, Duke of Bolton. — 
Peregrine Oſborne, Duke of Leeds. Wil 
* Wriothefly Ruſſel, Duke of Bedford. Thc 
* Edmund Sheffield, Duke of Buckinghamſhire — 
and Normanby. 8 Jo 
John Manners, Duke of Rutland. cha 


John Mountague, Duke of Mountague. : 
+ James Graham, Duke of Montroſe. - 
Charles Douglas, Duke of Dover and Queenſbury, - 
Henry de Grey, Duke of Kent. T. 
James Hamilton, Duke of Hamilton and Brandon, P 
Peregrine Bertie, Duke of Ancaſter and Keſteyen. N 
* Evelyn Pierpont, Duke of Kingſton. 3 
Thomas. Holles Pelham, Duke of Newcaſtle. f 
* William Bentinck, Duke of Portland. W 
Philip Wharton, Duke of Wharton, G 
William Mountague, Duke of Mancheſter. N 
James Bridges, Duke of Chandos. c 
John Campbel, Duke of Greenwich and Argyle. 1 
Scroop Egerton, Duke of Bridgwater. F 
* 
( 
] 
, 
| 
| 
| 


MARQUESSES 2. 

William Herbert, Marqueſs of Powis. 

+ John Hay, Marqueſs of Tweedale. 
EARLS 84. 


George Talbot, Earl of Shrewſbury. 
James Stanley, Earl of Derby. 
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Theophilus Haſtings, Earl of Huntingdon. 
Thomas Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgo- 


27 


mery. 

rr Clinton, Earl of Lincoln. 

Edward Howard, Earl of Suffolk. 

James Cecil, Ear] of Saliſbury. 

Brownlow Cecil, Earl of Exeter. 

John Sidney, Earl of Leiceſter. 

Janes Compton, Earl of Northampton. 

Edward Rich, Earl of Warwick and Holland. 

William Fielding, Earl of Denbigh. 

Thomas Fane, Earl of Weſtmoreland. 

hi Henry-Bowes Howard, Earl of Berkſhire. 

e John Savage, Earl Rivers. 

Charles Mordaunt, Earl of Peterborough and Mon- 
mouth. 

Harry Grey, Earl of Stamford. 

John Finch, Earl of Winchelſea. 

Philip-Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Cheſterfield. 

3 Thomas Tufton, Earl of Thanet. 

en. Robert Spencer, Earl of Sunderland. 

Nicholas Leak, Earl of Scarſdale, 

Edward Montague, Earl of Sandwich. 

Henry Hyde, Earl of Clarendon and Rocheſter. 

William Capel, Earl of Eſſex. 

George Brudenal, Ear] of Cardigan. 

Arthur Anneſley, Earl of Angleſey. 

Charles Howard, Earl of Carliſle. 

Thomas Bruce, Earl of Aileſbury. 

Richard Boyle, Earl of Burlington. 

* Anthony- Aſhley Cooper, Earl of Shaftſbury. 

George-Henry Lee, Earl of Litchfield. 

John Roberts, Earl of Radnor. 

William Paſton, Earl of Yarmouth. 

James Berkeley, Earl of Berkeley. 

Daniel Finch, Earl of Nottingham. 

Mountague-Venables Bertie, Earl of Abingdon. 

* Baptiſt Noel, Earl of Gainſborough. 

* Robert D*Arcy, Earl of Holdernels, 


ury, 


heo- 


* Other- 
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* Other-Windſor Hickman, Earl of Plymouth, 
William-Staiford Howard, Earl of Stafford. 


Richard Lumley, Earl of Scarborough. 


George Booth, Earl of Warrington. 
Henry Newport, Earl of Bradford. 


Frederic Zuleſtein de Naſſau, Earl of Rochford, 


William-Anne Van Kepel, Earl of Albemarle, 
William Coventry, Earl of Coventry. 

* William Villiers, Earl of Jerſey. 

Henry D' Auverquerque, Earl of Grantham. 


John Poulet, Earl Poulet of Hinton St. George. 


Francis Godolphin, Earl Godolphin: 
George Cholmondeley, Earl of Cholmondeley, 
+ John Sutherland, Earl of Sutherland. 

＋ John Leſlie, Earl of Rothes. 

+ David Areſkine, Earl of Buchan. 

+ Thomas Hamilton, Earl of Hadingtown, 
+ Hugh Campbel, Earl of Lowdon. 

＋ James Ogilvy, Earl of Finlater, 

+ Charles Hamilton, Earl of Selkirk. 

+ John Murray, Earl of Dunmore. 

+ George Hamilton, Earl of Orkney. 

+ Alexander Hume, Earl of Marchmont, 

+ John Datrimple, Earl of Stair, 

+ Charles Hope, Earl of Hopton. 

+ Henry Scot, Earl of Deloraine. 

+ Archibald Campbel, Earl of Ila. 


Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 


Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford. 
Waſhington Shirley, Earl Ferrers. 
William Legg, Earl of Dartmouth. 
Henry Paget, Earl of Uxbridge. 
* Lewis Watſon, Earl of Rockingham, 
Charles Bennet, Earl of Tankerville. 
Heneage Finch, Earl of Aylesford, 
John Harvey, Earl of Briſtol. 

George Mountague, Earl of Hallifax. 
Talbot Yelverton, Earl of Suſſex. 
William Cowper, Earl Cowper. 


* Philtp 
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+ Philip Stanhope, Earl Stanhope. 

Thomas Coningſby, Earl Coningſby. 

Bennet Sherrard, Earl of Harborough. 

Thomas Parker, Earl of Macclesfield. 

Thomas Farmer, Earl of Pomfret alias Pontefract. 
David Graham, Earl Graham of Belford. 

* Robert Ker, Earl Ker of Wakefield. 
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VISCOUNTS 14. 


Price Devereux, Viſcount Hereford. 

Anthony Brown, Viſcount Montague: 

Lawrence Fienes, Viſcount Say and Sele. 

Thomas Bellaſſys, Viſcount Fauconberg of Hen- [ 
knowle. | 

Charles Townſhend, Viſcount Townſhend of Rayn- | 
ham, | 

* Thomas Thynne, Viſcount Weymouth. 

William Hatton, Viſcount Hatton of Gretton, 4 

Henry Lowther, Viſcount Lonſdale. 4 

Henry O'Brian, Viſcount Tadcaſter. | 

Henry St. John, Viſcount St. John of Batterſea, 

Richard Temple, Viſcount Cobham. 

Hugh Boſcawen, Viſcount Falmouth. 

John Wallop, Viſcount Lymington. | 

* Simon Harcourt, Viſcount Harcourt, | 

George Byng, Viſcount Torrington. 


BARONS 63. 


William Nevil, Lord Abergavenny. 

James Touchet, Lord Audiey of Heleigh. 

Algernon Seymour, Baron Piercy of Alnewick, 
and Baron Lucy of Egremond, F ita- payne, 
Poinings, Brian, Latimer. 

John Welt, Lord De la War. 

Charles Mildmay, Lord Fitzwalter. 

Hugh Forteſcue, Lord Clinton. 
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Edward Ward, Lord Dudley and Ward of Bir. 
mingham. 

Thomas Stourton, Lord Stourton of Stourton. 

George Verney, Lord Willoughby of Brook. 

* Hugh Willoughby, Lord Willoughby of Parham. 

Francis. Howard, Lord Howard of Effingham. 

William North, Lord North of Kirtling, Modo, 
and Catlidge, and Lord Troy of Rollaſton. 

William-Ferdinand Carey, Lord Hunſdon. 

John St. John, Lord St. John of Bletſho. 

* Robert Petre, Lord Petre of Writle. 

Philip Gerrard, Lord Gerrard of Gerrards Bromley. 

Henry Arundel, Lord Arundel of Wardour. 

* Edward Blythe, Lord Clifton of Leighton Brom: 
wold. 

Charles Dormer, Lord Dormer of Wenge. 

* Henry Roper, Lord Tenham of Tenham. 

* William Greville, Lord Brook of Beauchamp's 
Court. _ 

* Nevil Lovelace, Lord Lovelace of Hurley. 

Henry Maynard, Lord Maynard of Eſtaines parva. 

Charles Bruce, Lord Bruce of Wharlton. 

Edward Leigh, Lord Leigh of Stonely. 

William Byron, Lord Byron of Rochedale. 

Marmaduke Langdale, Lord Langdale of Holme. 

William Berkeley, Lord Berkeley of Stratton. 

Charles Cornwallis, Lord Cornwallis of Eye. 

Charles Townſhend, Lord Townſhend of Lynn- 
Regis. | 0 

John Arundel, Lord Arundel of Trerice. 

William Craven, Lord Craven of Hamſted-Marſnal. 

Hugh Clifford, Lord Clifford of Chudleigh. 

Peregrine-HydeOſborne, Lord Oſborne of Kiveton. 

John Carteret, Lord Carteret of Hawns. 

William Stawel, Lord Stawel of Somerton. 

Francis North, Lord Guildford. 

James Waldgrave, Lord Waldgrave of Chewton. 

Edward Griffin, Lord Griffin. 
So LS John 
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john Aſhburnham, Lord Aſhburnham of Aſhburn- 
ham. 

Charles Butler, Lord Butler of Weſton. 

Henry Herbert, Lord Herbert of Cherbury. 

Maurice Thompſon, Lord Haverſham of Haver- 
ſham. 

Gilbert Vane, Lord Barnard of Barnard's Caſtle, 

John-Leveſon Gower, Lord Gower of Sittenham. 

Francis-Seymour Conway, Lord Conway of Ragley:- 

Charles Boyle, Lord Boyle of Marſton. 

George Hay, Lord Hay of Pedwardin. 

Thomas Windſor, Lord Mountjoy of the Ifle of 
Wight. 

* Thomas Manſel, Lord Manſel of Margam. 

ThomasWilloughb ,LordMiddleton of Middleton. 

George Granville, Lord Lanſdown of Biddiford. 

Samuel Maſham, Lord Maſham of Oates. 

Thomas Foley, Lord Foley of Kidderminſter, 

Allen Bathurſt, Lord Bathurſt of Battleſden. 

Robert Benſon, Lord Bingley. 

Thomas Onſlow, Lord Onſlow of Onſlow and 
Weſt-Clandon. | 

Charles Cadogan, Lord Cadogan of Reading. 

* Robert Marſham, Lord Romney. 

Matthew-Ducie Moreton, Lord Duce de Moreton. 

Robert Walpole, Lord Walpole of Walpole. 


ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS 26. 


Dr. William Wake, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
Dr. LancelotBlackburn, Lord Archbiſhop of York. 
Dr. Edmund Gibſon, Lord Biſhop of London. 

Dr. William Talbot, L. B. of Durham. 

Dr. Richard Willis, L. B. of Wincheſter. 

Dr. John Hough, L. B. of Worceſter. 

Dr. John Wynn, L. B. of Bath and Wells. 

Dr. John Potter, L. B. of Oxford. 

Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, L. B. of Sarum. 


Dr. Edward —_— L.B. of Coventry and L5ch- 
held, 


Vol. IX, | X. Dr. 
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Dr. Samuel Bradford, L. B. of Rocheſter. 
Dr. White Kennet, L. B. of Peterborough, 
Dr. Thomas Green, L. B. of Ely. 
Dr. Richard Reynolds, L. B. of Lincoln. 
Dr. Joſeph Wilcox, L. B. of Glouceſter. 
Dr. John Waugh, L. B. of Carliſle. 
Dr. William Baker, L. B. of Norwich. 
Dr. Henry Egerton, L. B. of Hereford. 
Dr. Richard Smallbroke, L. B. of St. David's. 
Dr. Edward Waddington, L. B. of Chicheſter. 
Dr. William Bradſhaw, L. B. of Briſtol. 
Dr. 3 Weſton, L. B. of Exeter. 


Dr. Robert Clavering, L. B. of Llandaff. 


Dr. Samuel Peploe, L. B. of Cheſter. 
Dr. Francis Hare, L. B. of St. Aſaph. 
Dr. Thomas Sherlock, L. B. of Bangor. 


„„ 


An exa& Liſt of the Knights and Commiſſioner: 
of Shires, Citizens and Burgeſſes. 


Bedfordſhire 4. Right Hon. Lord Vere- 
LION. Paitee Bing, Bäaauclair. 
Eſq; Borough of Reading. 
Sir Rowland Alſton, Bart. Richard Potenger, Eſq; 
Toten of Bedford. Richard Thompſon, Eſq; 
John Orlebar, Eſq; Borough of Walling- 


John-ThurloeBrace,Eſq; ford. 


George Lewen, Eſq; 
Berks g. William Hucks, Eſq; 
Sir John Stonchouſe, Bart. Borough of Abingdon. 
Robert Parker, Eſq; Robert Hucks, Eſq; 
Borough of New-Wind- 
+- ſor. Bucks 14. 
Right Hon. George Chol- Hon. Sir William Stan- 
mondeley, Lord Viſ- hope, Knight of the 
count Malpas. Bath, 


Richard 


ers 
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Richard Hambden, Eſq; Town of Cambridge. 
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Town of Bucking- Thomas Bacon, Eſq; 

| ham. Sir John-Hynde Catton, 
Hon. John Fane, Eſq; Bart. 
Thomas Lewis, Eſqz 


Borough of Chipping- Cheſhire 4. 
'Wicomb. Charles Cholmondeley, 
William Lee, Eſq; Eſq; 


Harry Waller, Eſq; Sir Robert Saliſbury Cot- 
Borough of Aileſbury. ton, Bart. 

Hon. Sir William Stan- City of Cheſter. 
hope, Knight of the Sir Richard Groſvenor, 
Bath. E 

Philip Lloyd, Eſqʒ Thomas Groſvenor, Eſq 
Borough of Agmon- 

deſham. Cornwall 44. 

Montague - Gerard Drake, Sir William Carew, Bart. 

iq; Sir John St. Aubin, Bart. 

Hon. Baptiſt - Leviſon Borough of Dunhivid 
Gower, .Eſq; alias Launceſton, 

Borough of Wendover. Hon. John King, Eſq; 

Richard Hampden, Eſq; Arthur Tremaine, Eſq; 

Right Hon. James Ha- Borough of Leſkard. 
milton, Viſcount Li- John Cope, Eſq; 
merick in the kingdom Thomas lutterbuck Eſqʒ 


of Ireland. Borough of Leſtwithiel. 
Borough of Great Mar- William Bridges, Eſq; 
low. Daniel Trelawoy, Eſq; 
John Clavering, Eſq; Borough of Truro. 
Edmund Waller, Eſg; Hon. Hugh Boſcawen, 
Eſq; 

Cambridgeſhire 6. Sidney Meadows, Eſq; 
Henry Bromley, Eſq; Borough of Bodmin. 
Samuel Shepheard, Eſa; Hon. Robe Booth, Eſq; 

Univerſity of Cam John La Roche, Eſq; 

bridge. Borough of Helſton. 
Hon, Thomas Town- John Evelyn, Eſq; 
ſhend, Eſq; John Harris, Eſq; 
Hon, Edward Finch, Eſq; 


X 2 Borough 
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John Hedges, Eſq 1 
Robert Corker, Eiq; Sir Wilfrid Lawſon, Bart. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 752. 

Borough of Saltaſh. Sidney Godolphin, Eſq, 

Edward Hughes, Eſq; Borough of St. Michael, 
Right Hon. John Camp- Henry Kelſall, Elſq; 

bel, Viſcount Glenor- Thomas F arington, Eſq; 


chy. Borough of Newport. 
Borough of Camel ford. Sir WilliamMorrice,Bart 


Thomas Hales, Elqz Hon. Thomas Herbert, 


John Pitt, Eſq; Eſq 
Borough of Portpigham, Borough of St. Maws, 


alias Weſtlow. John Kni ht. Eſq: 
| | ght, Eſq; 
John Willes, Eſq; Fon. Henry Vane, Eſq; 


Edward Trelawney, Eſq; : 
Borough of Grampound. Boron AL Calling- 

Philip Hawkins, Eſq; «: . 
 HainphroyiMorrice, Eſa: Sir John Coryton, Barr. 


Borough of Eaſtlor. Thomas Coppleſton, Elg; 


Sir r Bart. cube 6. 


| e as James Libweher;! Eq 
Borough of Penryn. _—_ » £1; 
Sir Ceci Biſhop, Barr. Gilfr id Lawſon, Eſq; 
Edward Vernon, Eſq; City of Carliſle. 


Borough of Tregony, Hon. Charles Howard, 
John Goddard, Eſq; 


Eſq; 

Thomas Smith, Eſq; John Hilton, Efq; 
Borough of Boſiney. Borough of * 

mouth. 


2 * 


Borougb of St. Ives. Hon. William Finch, Eſq; 
Henry Knollys, Eſq; 


Sir Robert Rich, Bart. Derbyſhire 4. 


Borough of Fowey. Sir Nathaniel! Curzon, 
JonathanRaſhleigh, Eſq; Bart. 
Right Hon. Richard VIiſ- Godfrey Clark, Eſq; 
count Fitzwilliams of Town of Derby. 
the Kingd. of Tre/and. Right Hon. Lord James 
Borough of St. Ger- Cavendiſh. 
3 Right Hon. William 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Stanhope, Eſq; 
A 


D evon- 


— —ͤ— CO Wt — UN 


| OE cu. 
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3 Devonſhire 26. Walter Carey, Eſq; 
| Sir William Courtney, Borough of Beer-Al- 
Barr. on. 
5 John Rolle, Eſq; Sir Francis-Henry Drake, 
City of Exeter. Bart. 


. Francis Drew, Eſq; Sir John Hobart, Knt. of 
A Samuel Molyneux, Eſq; the Bath and Bart. 
Borough of Totneſs. Borough of Tiverton. 
Exton Sayer, LL. D. Arthur Arſcot, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Sir Charles Sir Wm. Yonge, Knight 
; Wills, Knight of the of the Bath. 
Bath. 
Borough of Plymouth. Dorſetſhire 20. 
, George Treby, Eſq; George Chaffin, Eſq; 
1; Arthur Start, Eſq; Edmond-Moreton Pley- 
Town of Okehampton. dell, Eſq; 


John Pitt, Eſq; | T; Poole. 
William Northmore, Eſq; ek 1. 05 | 
Borough of Barnſtable. George Trenchard, Eſq; 


| Richard Coffin, Eſt 3 
d, William Forteſcue, Eſq; ons 8 cheſter. 


le, Eſq; 
Borough of Plympton. John Brown P Eſa. Eſq 
Richard Edgcomb, Eſq; {A Z L , 
George Treby, Eſq; I of * 
Borough of Honiton. H D ES 
rt. Sir Wm. Yonge, Knight ron 4 5 * Eſa: 
q; of the. Bath, John Burridge, jus. Eſq; 


James Sheppard g Eſq; Borough of Weymouth. 
Borough of Taviſtock, Thomas Pearce, Eſq; 
Sir John Cope, Knight Edward Tucker, Eſq; 


and Bart. Berough of Melcomb- 
SirFrancis-Henry Drake, Regis. 
Bart. | Sir James Thornhill, Kt. 


Borough of Aſhburton. William Betts, Eſq; 
"Y Roger Tuckfield, Eſq; Borcugb of Bridport. 
Richard Reynell, Eſq; James Pelham, Eſq; 
Borough of Clifton-Dart- Thomas Bowles, Eſq; 
mouth Hardneſs. ' Borough of Shafton, 
George Treby, Eſq; alias Shaftſbury. 
X 3 Sir 


A- 
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Sir Edward Deſbouverie, Sir John Dutton, Bart. 
Knight. City of Glouceſter, 
Stephen Fox, Eſq; Hon. Benjamin 


Borough of Wareham. = Bathurſt; Eſq; | 
Sir Edward Ernle, Bart. Thomas Cheſter, 


Joſeph Gaſcoigne, Eſq; qz 
Borough of Corfe-Caſtle. Charles Selwyn, > D. R. 
John Bond, Eſq; Eſq; 
John Banks, Eſq; Hon. Matthew- 
Ducie Morton, 
Durham 4. Eſq; 5 


George Bowes, Eſq; 2 
gb of Cirenceſter. 
do” arena Thomas Maiſters, Eſq, 
_ LUZ 6 2 
Robert Shaftoe, Eſq; Hon. Benjamin Bathurſt, 


Eſq; © | 
Charles Tal bot, Eſq; l Boroug h of Tewk ſbury. 
Eſſer 8. Right Hon. Thomas 


char Gage, Lord Viſcount 
ht Hon. Richard Ses R 
Cid. Lord Viſcount Cast of Coftle-Iſartin 
Caſtlemain of the king- PE OREN of Ire- 
dom of Ireland. i pes 
Sir Robert Abdy, Bart. arge Kead, Eq; 
Borough of Colcheſter. . 
Samuel 8 Eſq; Herefordſhire 8. 
Stamp Brookſbank, Efe; Edward Harley, Junior, 
Borough of Malden. Eſq; | | 
Thomas Bramſton, Eſq; Velters Cornwal, Eſq; 
Henry Parſons, Eſq; _ City of Hereford. 

Borough of Harwich. Right Hon. Hen. Bridges, 
Sir Philip Parker, Bart. Marquiſs of Caernar- 
Right Hon. John Perci- von. 2 

val, Viſcount Percival Thomas Geers, Eſq; 

of Clanturt, in the Borough of Leominſter. 

Kingdom of Ireland. Right Hon. William Bate- 


FLW ; man, ' Viſcount Bate- 
Glouceſterſhire 8. man in the Kingdom 


Hon. Henry Berkeley, of Ireland. 


Sir 


4.172. 


Hertfordſhire 6. 
Sir Thomas Saunders Se- 
bright, Bart. 

Charles Cæſar, Eſq; 
Borough of St. Albans. 
Right Hon. William 

Grimſtone, Lord Viſ- 
count Griniſtone in the 
kingdom of Ireland. 
Caleb Lomax, Eſq; 
Borough of Hertford. 
Sir Thomas Clerk, Kr. 
George Harriſon, Eſq; 


Huntingdonſhire 4.. 
John Bigg, Eiq; 
Right Hon. William 

Cavendiſh, Marquels 

of Hertingdon. 

Borough of Hunting- 

don. 
Hon. Edward Wortley, 
alias Montague, Eſq; 
Roger Handaſide, Eſq; 


Kent 10. 
Sir Roger Meredith, Bart. 
Sir Robert Furneſs, Bart. 
City of Canterbury. 


Sir Thomas Hales, Bart. 


Sir William Hardreſs, 
Bart. 


City of Rocheſter. 
Sir John Jennings, Kt. 


{DB BATES." 
Sir George Caſwall, Kt. 
Borough of Weobly. 


Uvedale Price, Eſq; 
John Birch, Eſq; 


David Polhil, Eſq; 

Borougb of Maidſtone, 

Hon. John Finch, Eſq; 

Thomas Hope, Eſq; 
Borough of Queen- 

borough. 
John Crowley, Efq; 
Sprigg Maneſty, Eſq; 


Lancaſhire 14. 
Sir Edward Stanley, Bart. 
Richard Shuttleworth, 

Eſq; 

Borough of Preſton in 
Amoundernefs. 
Sir Henry Houghton, 

Bart. | 
Daniel Pulteney, Eſq; 

Borough of Lancaſter. 
Sir Thomas Lowther, 

Bart. 

Chriſtopher Towers Jun. 

Eſq; 

Borough of Newton. 
Legh Maſters, Eſq; 
William Shippen, Eſq; 

. Borough of Wigan. 
Sir Roger Bradſhaigh, 

Bart. 

Peter Bold, Eſq; 
Borough of Clithero. 
Thomas Lifter, Eſq; 


Right Hon. John Monc- 


ton, Viſcount Galway 
in the Kingdom of 
Ireland. : 
Borough of Liverpool, 
Thomas Bootle, Eſq; 
Thomas Brereton, Eſq; 


X 4 Leiceſter⸗ 
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Beiceſterſbire 4. Middleſex 8. 
Right Hon. Lord Wil- Hon. James Bertie, Eſq; 
liam Manners. Francis Child, Eſq; 
Sir Clobery Noel, Bart. City of Weſtminſter, 
Town of Leiceſter. Right Hon. Lord Charles | 
Sir George Beaumont, Cavendiſh. Boro 
Bart. William Clayton, Eſq; Sr Ec 
George Wright, Eſq; City of London. Robe 
1 Sir John Eyles, ] Alder- Bo 
Lincolnſhire 12. Bart. men of 


Hon. Sir Thomas-Lum- Humphrey Par- ¶ the ſaid I Char 
ley Saunderſon, Knight ſons, Eſq; J City. Righ 


of the Bath. John Barnard, Eſq; Ce 

Robert Vynor, Eſq; Micajah Perry, Ela, tr 

City of Lincoln. of 
Charles Hall, Eſq; Monmouthſhire 3. 


Hon. Sir John Monſon, Sir William Morgan, 
Bart. and Knight of Knight of the Bath. 
the Bath, John Hanbury, Eſq; 

Borough of Boſton. Borough of Monmouth. 


Sir Richard Ellis, Bart. Edward Kemeys, Eſq; 
Henry Pacey, Eſq; 


Borough of Great Norfolk 12. 
Grimſby. Hon. Sir Thomas Coke, 
John Page, Eſq; Knight of the Bath. 


George Monſon, Eſq; Hon. Sir John Hobart, 
_Borough of Stamford. Knight of the Bath. 


Hon. Robert Shirley, City of Norwich. 
Eſq; Waller Bacon, Eſq, 
William Noel, Eſqz Robert Brittiffe, Ea; 


Borough of Grantham. Town of Lyn- Regis. 
Right Hon. Sir John Right Hon. Sir Robert | 
Brownlow, Lord Vii- Walpole, Knight of I 
count Tyrconnel of the the moſt noble Order 


Kingdom of Ireland. of the Garter. | 
Sir Michael Newton, Kt. Sir Charles Turner, Kt. 
ol the Bath, and Bart, 


Town 
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Town of Great Yar- Borough of Higham: 

q; mouth. Ferrers. 

Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Hon. John Finch, Eſq; 

Hon, William Town- 

les ſhend, Eſq; Northumberland 8. 
Borough of Thetford. Sir William Middleton, 

; dir Edmund Bacon, Bart. Bart. 

Robert Jacombe, Eſq; Ralph Jeniſon, Eſq; 

r Borough of Caſtleri- Town of Newcaſtle 

of ſing. upon Tyne. 

id charles Churchill, Eſq; Sir William Blacket, Bart. 
Right Hon. Algernoon Nicholas Fenwick, Eſq; 
Coote, Earl of Mon- Borough of Morpeth. 

trath in the Kingdom Right Hon. Henry How- 
of Ireland. ard, Lord Viſcount 
. Morpeth. 

| Northamptonſhire 9. Thomas Robinſon, Eſq; 
Sir Juſtinian Iſham, Bart. Town of Berwick upon 
ThomasCartwright,Eſq; Tweed. 

h. W City of Peterborough. Joſeph Sabine, Eſq; 

Right Hon. John Fitz- George Liddel, Eſq; 

Williams, Earl Fitz- q 
Williams of the King- Nottinghamſhire 8. 

e, dom of Ireland. Right Hon. Emanuel- 
Hon. Sidney Wortley, Scroop How, Lord 

t, alias Montague, Eſq; Viſcount How of the 
Town of Northampton. Kingdom of Ireland. 
Hon. Edward Montague, Right Hon. Sir Robert 


Eſq; Sutton, Knight of the 
Hon. George Compton, Bath. 
Eſqs Town of Nottingham. 


t Town of Brackley. Hon. John Stanhope, 
f MW Hon. William Egerton, Eſq; 
Eſq; Borlace Warren, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Sir Paul Me- Borough of Eaſt- Ret- 
: thuen, Knight of the ford. 
Bath. Sir Robert Clifwn, Kdt. 
7 of the Bath. 


2 Thomas 
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Thomas White, Eſq; Borough of Bruges, alia 


Town of Newark upon Bridgnorth. 
Treat. John Weaver, Eſq; 
Richard Sutton, Eſqz St. John Charlton, Eſq; 
James Pelham, Eſq; Borough of Ludlow. 
Henry-Arthur Herbert 
Oxon 9. ſqʒ ' 
Sir William Stapleton, Richard Herbert, Eſq, 
Bart. | | Borough of Great-Wen. 
Henry Perrot, Eſq; lock 


Univerſity of Oxford. John Sambroke, Eſq; 
William Bromley, Eſq; Samuel Edwards, Elq; 
George Clark, LL. D. Town of Biſhop's-Caſtle. 

City of Oxon. John Plumtree, Eſq; 
Thomas Rowney, Eſq; Robert Moore, Eſq; 
Francis Knollys, Eſq; 

Borough of New-wood- Somerſetſbire 18. 
| ſtock Sir William Wyndham, 


Samuel Trotman, Eſq; Bart. 


Rt. Hon. William Go- Thomas Horner, Eſq; 
dolphin, Marqueſs of City of Briſtol. 
Blandford. John Scroope, Eſq; 

Borough of Banbury. Abraham Elton, Eſq; 

Hon.Francis North, Eſq; City of Bath. 

; George Wade, Eſq; 
Rutlandſbire 2. Robert Gay, Eſq; 
Rt. Hon. Daniel Lord City of Wells. 


Finch. Thomas Edwards, jun. 
John Noel, Eſq; Eſq; 
Edward-PrideauxGwyn, 
Salop. 12. Eſq; 
John Walcot, Eſq; Borough of Taunton, 


William-Laycon Child, Francis Fane, Eſq; 
Eſq; | George Speake, Eſq; 
Town of Salop. Borough of Bridgwater, 
Sir John Aſtley, Bart. Sir Halſewell Tynt, Bart, 


Richard Lyſter, Eſqz GeorgeDoddington, Eiq; 


Bo. 
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Brough of Minehead. Borough of Stockbridge. 
lexanderLutterell, Eſq; John Chetwynd, Eſq; 
ancis Whitworth, Eſq; Martin Bladen, Eſq; 
Borough of Ivelcheſter. Borough of Newtown. 
harles Lockyer, Eſq; James Worfley, Eſq; - 
homas Criſp, Eſq, Thomas Holmes, Eſq; 
firough of Milbourn- BoroughofChriſt*s-Church 
Port. Twynham. 
en- Mſhomas Medlicot, Eſq; Charles Withers, Eſq; 
Michael Harvey, Eſq; Joſeph Hinxman, Eſq; 
Borough of Lymington. 
95 Southampton 26. Rt. Hon. Lord Naſſau 
tle, Wt. Hon. Lord Harry Powlet, Knight of the 


Pawlet. Bath. 
ir John Cope, Knt. and Anthony Morgan, Eſq; 
Bart. Borough of Whitchurch. 


| City of Wincheſter. John Conduit, Eſqz 
1m, nt. Hon. Lord William John Selwyn, Eſq; 
Powlet. Borough of Andover. 

q; eorge Bridges, Eſq; Hon. Charles Collyear, 
Town of Southampton. Eſqs - | 
Anthony Henly, Eſq; Hon. James Brudenel, 

Nobert Eyre, Eſq; Eiq; | 

Town of Portſmouth. 
Sir John Norris, Knt. Staffordſhire 10. 
dir Charles Wager, Kant. Sir Waltar-Wagſtaffe Ba- 
Borough of Yarmouth, got, Bart. 

n. Paul Burrard, Eſq; Hon. William-Leviſon 
Maurice Morgan, Eſq; Gower, Eſq; 

yn, MW Borough of Petersfield. City of Litchfield. 
Norton Powlet, Eſq; Richard Plummer, Eſq; 
joſeph Taylor, Eſq; Walter Chetwynd, Eſq; 
borough of Newport, a- Borough of Stafford. 


lias Medena. Rt. Hon. Walter Chet- 
er, Hon. Theophilus Forteſ= wynd, Lord Viſcount 
art. cue, Eſq; Chetwynd in the king- 


; Gcorge Huxley, Eſq; dom of Ireland. 


7. Joſeph- 
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R. Hon. William Obrian, Edmond Halſey, Eqq; 
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Joſeph-Gaſcoigne Night- Borough of St. Edmund( 


ingale, Eſq; bury. 

Borough of Newcaſtle Thomas Norton, Eſq; 
under Line. Right Hon. John Lord 

Hon. Baptiſt - Leviſon Harvey. 

Gower, Eſq; 
John Ward, Eſq; Surrey 14. 
Borough of Tamworth. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq, 
Hon. Thomas Willough- Thomas Scawen, Elq; 

by, Eſq; Borough of Southwark, 


Earlof Inchiquin in the Sir Joſeph Eyles, Knt 
kingdom of Ireland. Borough of Blechingley. 
William Clayton, Eſq; 
Suffolk 16. Sir Orlando Bridgman, 
Sir Jermyn Davers, Bart. Bart. 
Sir William Barker, Bart. Borough of Ryegate, 
Borough of Ipſwich. Rt. Hon. Sir Joſeph ſe. 
Sir William Thompſon, kyl, Knt. 
Ent. James Cocks, Eſq; 
Francis Negus, Eſq; Borough of Guildford. 
Borough of Dunwich. Richard Onſlow, Eſq; 
Sir. Geo. Downing, Bart. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; 
Thomas Windham, Eſq; Borough of Gatton. 
Borough of Orford. William Newland, Eſq; WM - 
Dudley North, Eſq; Paul Docminique, Elq; 
Ho, PriceDevereux, Eſq; Borough of Haſlemere. 1 
Borough of Alborough. James Oglethorpe, Eſq; WM 
Samuel Lowe, Eſq; Peter Burrel, Eſq; 


WilliamWyndham,Eſq; 

Borough of Sudbury. Seufſex 20. 
CartwrightLeathes, Eſq; Right Hon. Sir Spencer 
John Knight, Eſq; Compton, Knt. of the 

Borough of Eye. Bath. 
Hon. StephenCornwallis, Hon. Hen. Pelham, Eſq; 

Eſq; City of Chicheſter. 


"om John Cornwallis, Hon. Cha. Lumley, iq; 
LEES 


RY. . 


727 
und. 


Elq; 
Lord 
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Rt. Hon. Lord William Sir John Shelley, Bart. 
Beauclerc. | 
Borough of Horſham. Warwickſhire 6. 

Charles Eversfield, Eſq; William Peytoe, Eſq; 

Hon. Hen. Ingram, Eſq; Hon. Edw. Digby, Eſq; 
Borough of Midhurſt. City of Coventry. 

Rt. Hon. Alan.Broderick Sir Adolphus Oughton, 
Viſcount Middleton in Knt. and Bart. 
thekingdomot Ireland. John Neale, Eſq; 
Borough of Lewis. Borough of Warwick. 

Thomas Pelham, Eſq; Sir William Keyt, Bart. 

Thomas Pelham, Eſq; William Bromley, jun. 

Borough of New-Shore- Eſq; 

ham. 


E Nath. Gould, Kat. Weſtmoreland 4. 


Fran. Chamberlain, Eſq; Danie) Wilſon, Etq; 
Boruugh of Bramber. Hon. Anthony Lowther, 

Sir Richard Gough, Knt. Eſq; 

Joſeph Danvers, Eſq; Borough of Apulby. 
Borough of Steyning. Sackville Tufton, Eſq; 

Rt. Hon. William Vane, John Ramfden, Eſq; 
Viſcount Vane in the 1 
kingdom of Ireland. Willſbire 34. 

Thomas Bladen, Eſq; Sir James Long, Bart. 

Borough of Eaſt-Grin- John-Ivory Talbot, Eſq; 

ſted. City of New Sarum. 

The Right Hon. Henry AnthonyDuncomb, Eſq; 

Temple, Viſcount Pal- Thomas Lewis, Eſq; 
merſton in the king- Borough of Wilton. 
dom of Ireland. Hon. Roberg - Sawyer 

The Right Hon. Richard Herbert, Eſq; 

Boyle, Lord Viſcount Thomas Martin, Eſq; 
Shannon of the king- Borough of Downeton. 
dom of Ireland. Hon. John Verney, Eſq; 
Borough of Arundel. Gyles Eyre, Eſq; 

Rt, Hon. Thomas Gage, Borough of Hindon. 
Lord Viſcount Gage of George Heathcote, Eſq; 
Caſtle - INand in the Townſhend Andrews, 
kingdom of Ireland. Eſq; 

* Ba- 
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Borougb of Hey teſbury. 
Edward Aſh, Eſq; 


Hon. Horatio Town- John Pitt, Eſq; 


ſhend, Eſq; 

Borough of Weſtbury. 
Francis Anneſley, Eſq; 
John-Hoſkins Gitiord, 

Eſq; 

Borough of Calne. 
William Ducket, Eſq; 
William Wardour, Eſq; 

Borough of Devizes. 
Francis Eyles, jun. Eſq; 
Benjamin-Haſkin Styles, 


Eq 
Borough of Chippen- 
; ham. 
Rogers Holland, Eſq; 
Gabriel Roberts, Eſq; 
Borough of Malmeſ- 
bury. 
Giles Erle, Eſq; 
William-Rawlinſon Erle, 
Eſq; 
Borough of Cricklade. 
Sir Thomas Read, Bart. 


Chriftopher Tilſon, Eſq; 


Borough of Great-Bed- 
win. 
Rt. Hon. George Legg, 
Lord Viſc. Lewiſham. 
Sir William Willis, Bart. 
Borough of Ludgerſhall. 
Borlace-RichmondWebb 
Eſq; 
Charles Boone, Eſq; 
Borough of Old-Sarum. 
Rt. Hon. Thomas Pitt, 


AA! 
in the kingdom of I 77 
land. | 
Rig 
Borough of Wotton- 
Baſſet. 1 


Hon. John St. John 0 


Eſq; Gec 

John Croſs, Eſq, 'BY 
Borough of Marlbo. 

rough. Ho 

Edward Liſle, Eſq; 


Thomas Gibſon, Eſq; dir 


Worceſterſhire g. 
Sir Herbert- Perrot Pack- 
ington, Bart. Jo 
Sir Thomas Littleton, 

Bart. 

City of Worceſter. 
Sir Richard Lane, Knt. 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 

Borough of Droitwich, 
Richard Foley, Eſq; 
Tho. Winnington, Eſq; 

Borough of Evelham. 
John Rudge, Eſq; 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. 

Borough of Bewdley. 
Crew Offley, Eſq; 


Yorkſhire zo. 


Sir Thomas - Watſon 
Wentworth, Knight af | 
the Bath, and Bart. 

Cholmond. Turner, Eſq; 

City of York. 

Sir William Milner, Bart. 


FF 


Earl of Londonderry Edward Thompſon, Eq; 


Town 
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Town. of Kingſton upon Harry Pulteney, Eſq; 

Hull. Borougb of Boroughbrigg. 
Right Hon. Joſeph Mic- James Tyrrel, * 
iq; 


lethwaite, Viſcountof George Gregory, 
Longford in theKing- Borough of Malton. 
dom of Ireland. Wardel-George Weſtby, 
George Crowle, Eſq; q: 
Borough of Knaresbo- Hon. Henry Finch, Eſq; 


rough, - © + Borongh of Thirſk. 
Hon. Richard Arundel, Sir Thomas Frankland, 
Eiq; Barr. 


Sir Henry Slingſby, Bart. Thomas Robinſon, Eſq; 
Borough of Scarborough. Borough of Aldborough. 
Sir William Strickland, William Jeſſop, Eſq; 
Bart. Charles Stanhope, Ela; 
John Hungerford, Eſqz Borough of Beverly. 
Burough.of Rippon. Charles Pelham, Eſq; 
William Aiſlabie, Eſq; Ellerker Bradſhaw, Eſq; 
William Aiſlabie, Eſq; Borough of Northaller- 


Borough of Richmond, ton. 
Sir Marmaduke Wyvell, Leonard Smelt, Eſq; 
Bart. Henry Pieres, Eſq; 


Charles Bathurſt, Eſq; . Borough of Pontefract. 
Borough of Heydon. Sir WilliamLowcher, Bar. 

Rt. Hon. William Pulte- John Lowther, Eſq; + 
ney, jun. Eſq. 


1 Aid a... a0... A... Pray a tt... doth. Ba. Do oh. Attn. „ 


Barons of the Cinque-Ports 16. 


Port of Haſtings. Port of Sandwich. 
Sir William Aſhburnham SirGeorgeOxenden, Bart. 
Bart, Joſiah Burchet, Eq; 


Hon. Tho. Townſhend; Port of Hyeth. 
_ | Hercules Baker, Eſq; 
ort of Dover Sir Sam. Lennard, Kt. 
Hon. George Berkeley, and Bart. 
Eſq; Piort of New- Romney. 
Henry Furneſs, Eſq; David Papillon, = 
ohn 
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John Effington, Eſq; John Scrope, Eſq; 
Town of Rye. Town of Seaford 


Philip Gibbon, Eſqz Hon. Sir William Gage, 
John Norris Eſq; Knight of the Bath, 


Town of Winchelſea, and Bart. 
Robert Briſtow, Eſq; Sir Philip York, Kt. 


— 


WALES 24. 


Town of Caernarvon. 


Angleſey. Thomas Wynne, Eſg; 


Hugh Williams, Eſq; 


Borough of Beaumares. Denbigh 2, 
Watkin-WilliamsWynne Watkin-WilliamsWynne 
Eſq; Eſq; | 
Town of Denbigh. 
Brecon 2. Robert Myddleton, Eſq; 


William-Gwynn Vaugh- | 
an, Eſq; Flint 2. 


' Town of Brecon, Sir Roger Moſtyn, Bart 


Thomas Morgan, Eſq; Town of Flint. 


Cardigan 2. Saliſbury Lloyd, Eſq; 
Rt. Hon. John Vaughan, 
Viſcount of Liſburne Glamorgan 2, 


in the Kingdom of Ire- Sir Charles Kemis, Bart, 


land. Town of Cardifte. 


Town of Cardigan. Hon. Buſſy Manſell, Eſq; 


Francis Cornwallis, Eſq; 1 
| eri I. 


Carmarthen 2. Richard Vaughan, Eſq; 


Y Sir Nicholas Williams, | 
Bart. Montgomery 2. 


Town of Carmarthen, Hon. Price Devereux, 


Arthur Bevan, Eſq; Eſq; 


| Town bf Montgomery. 
.  Caernaruvon 2. Robert Williams, Eq; 
John Griffith, Eſq; | Pembrote 


George Wynne, Eſq; 1 
R 


Sir 
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Pembroke 3. Radnor 2, 
John Campbell, Eſq; Sir Humphry Howarth, 
de, own of Pembroke. Kant, 
ch, william Owen, Eſq; 


Town of New-Radnor, 


Town of Haverford-Welt. Thomas Lewis, Eſq; 


Eraſmus Philipps, Eſq; 
SCOTT LAN D 43. 


n. Shire of Aberdeen. Shire of Edinburgh. 
14 W Sir Archibald Grant, Bart. Robert Dundaſs, Eſq; 


Ml as 
„** 


Shire of Air. Shire of Elgin. 
ne on. Col. James Campbel. Alexander Brodie, Eſq; 
; | Shire of Fife. 
1 Shire of Argyle. Bok | 
faq; Sir James Campbel, Bart. Sir John Anſtruther, Bart. 
f Shire of Forfar. 
art Shire of Banff. James Scot, jun. Eſq; 
Wuliam Duff, Eſq; 
D Shire of Hadington, 
R Shire of Berwick, John Cockborn, Eſq; 
George Bailie, Eſq; 


Shire of Inverneſs. 
art. Shire of Bute and Catbneſs. James Grant, Eſq, 


Patrick Dunbar, Eſq; Shire of Xincardin. 


ſ . 
. Shires of Nairn and Cro- James Scott, Eſq; 
| N . Shires of Kingroſs and 
ir Kenneth Mackenzie, Clacmanan. 
Barr. Sir John Bruce Hope. 


Stewarty of Kirkenbright. 


ux, Shire of Dumbarton. patrick Heron, Eſq; 
John Campbel, Eſq; 


1 = Shire of Lanerk. 
05 Shire of Dumfries. Rt. Hon. Lord Archibald 
Charles Ereſkine, Eſq; Hamilton. 

Vol. IX. * Shire 
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Shire of  Linlithgow. Burghs of Fortroſe, Inver. WM Bur 


Alexander Hamilton, Eſq; neſs, Nairn, Fortreſs, L 
Shire of Orkney and Duncan Forbes, Eſq; Joh 
Zetland. Burghs of Elgin, Cullen, 
Hon. George Dowglaſs, Bamff, Inverurie, Kin- Bur 
Eſq; r 14 
Shire of Peebles. William Stuart, Eſq; 0 
Hon. John Dowglafs, Eſq; —_— of * In Arc 
HE verbervy, Montroſs, A- 
Shire of Perth. berbrothick, Birchen. 


John Drummond, Eſq; John Middleton, Eſq; 
Shire of Renfrew. | Burghs of Forfar, Perth, 
Sir John Shaw, Bart. Dundee, Coupar, St 
Shire of Roſs. Andrews. F 

Hon. Charles Roſs, Eſq; J ROE 56 
Shire of Roxburgh. OR Senn, 


3 1 Anſtruther-Eaſter, An- 
83 Douglaſs, Jun. ſtruther-Weſter, Pitten- 
9 weem. 
Shire of Selkirk. Philip Anſtruther, Eſq, 
John Pringle, Eſq, Burgbs of Dyſart, Kirkcal- 
Shire of S'irling. = rat: Ne, Burnt- 
| .  -  _. nnd. 
E #2 Hi. James Sinclair, Eſq; 


Shire of Sutherland. . 7 7 7 
Right Hon. William Su- 2 5 Cal 8 
therland, Lord Strath- J TORS, obs: 


Wanda DER, Cunningham, jun. 
Shire of W/7gioun. Bur hs of Glaſgow, Ren- 
1 Dalrymple, = 1 Dum- 
vo ; barton. ſty 
Cie Edinburgh. John Blackwood, Eſq; + en 
John Campbel, Eſq; Daniel Campbel, Eſq; IR 


Burghs of Kirkwall, Week Burghs of Haddington, Wl th 
Dornock, Dingwall, Dumbart, North - Ber- ar 
Taine, wick, Lauder, Jedburgb. W A 

Robert Monro, Eſq; Sir James n, 1 fo 

urs DJ 
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Burghs of Selkirk, Peebles, Burghs of Wigtown, New 


Linlithgow, Lanerk. Galloway, Stranraver, 
John Murray, Eſq; ' Whitehern. 


Hon. William Dalrym- 

Burghs of Dumfries, San- ple, Eſq; 
quhar, Annan, Loch- Burghs of Air, Irwin, 
maben, Kirkenbright. Rotheſay, Campletoun, 


Archibald Douglas, Eſq; Inverary. 
William Stuart, Eſq; 


Lords Spiritual and Temporal — 223 
Commons 


r 


Firſt ſeſſion of the third Septennial Parliament. 


HE Parliament being met at Weſtminſter the 
23d of Fanuary, his Majeſty went to the houſe 
of Peers, and being in his royal robes ſeated on the 
throne with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Charles Dalton, 
oentleman-uſher of the black-rod, was ſent with a 
meſſage to the houſe of Commons, commanding 
their attendance in the houſe of Peers. The Com- 
mons being come thither, his Majeſty ſignified his 
pleaſure to them by the Lord High Chancellor, that 
they ſhould return to their houſe and chuſe their 
Speaker, and preſent him to his Majeſty on Saturday 
the 27th, at one o*clock. The Commons being re- 
turned accordingly, unanimouſly choſe Arthur On- 
ſow, Eſq; to be their Speaker: And on Saturday 
the 27th, the King being come again to the houſe of 
Peers, and the Commons being lent for up, and at- 
tending, they preſented their Speaker for his Maje- 
ſty's approbation. Hereupon Mr. Onflow modeſtly 
endeavoured to diſquality himſelf : But his excuſes 
not being admitted, the King approved the choice 
the Commons had made of ſo worthy, ſo learned, 
and fo public-ſpirited a gentleman for their Speaker. 
After which his Majeſty was 3 to make the 
follow ing ſpeech to both houſes, viz, 
2 My 
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1 Lords and Gentlemen, 
ang * © I T is a great fatisfaction to me, that at the meet. 


I ing the firſt Parliament, ſummoned and con- 
vened by my authority, I am able to give you 
hopes of ſeeing the public peace and tranquillity 
very ſoon reſtored. I very much wiſhed that the 
« firſt period of my reign might have been diſtin. 
* guiſhed by putting an immediate end to the trou- 
« bles and diſorders of Europe, by a reduction of 
* ſome part of my forces, a diminution of taxes, 
* and all the happy conſequences of an honourable 
and eſtabliſhed peace; to which my endeavours 
have in no manner been wanting, as far as was 
© conſiſtent with maintaining the poſſeſſions, rights 
and privileges of my kingdom, and, I promiſe 
* myſelf, not without great probability of ſucceſs. 

I am very ſenſible of the difagreeable and un- 
« eaſy ſituation in which our affairs have been for 
* ſome time, and have been extremely concerned to 
* ſee many of the inconveniencies of a war attend- 
© ing; us, Without any opportunity of reſenting the 
injuries we ſuſtained, or gaining any of thoſe ad- 
* vantages in return, which the vigorous proſecu- 
tion of ſo juſt a cauſe, and the ſucceſs of our arms, 
might probably have ſecured to us. 

But you are ſufficiently apprized, that prelimi- 
© nary articles for a general pacification were ſome 
© time ago figned, and accepted by the contracting 
parties on both ſides; and although the ratifica- 
tions of them had been exchanged by me, and my 
* allies, with his Imperial Majeſty, the good effects 
expected from them, were retarded by the refuſal 
gon the part of Spain, to execute ſome of the moſt 
material points contained in them, and by endea- 
© yours to alter and explain ſome articles, in fuch 
* a manner, as immediately affected the poſſeſſions 
and the juſt right of my kingdoms. I therefore, 
« jointly with my allies, declined exchanging the 

« ratifica- 
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 ratifications of the preliminaries with the court of 
Hain, and rejected all ſuch propofitions, as were 
« detrimental and injurious to my honour, and the 
<intereft of my people. 

By theſe means, the negotiations were unavoid- 
© ably carried into a tedious length, which I endured 
© with the greater patience, from an earneſt deſire 
to procure to my ſubjects a ſafe and honourable 
peace, and to ſee the tranquillity of Europe pre- 
ſerved and ſettled upon a folid and laſting foun- 
dation: During which time, I received from the 
« moſt Chriſtian King, and the States General, the 
 oreateſt proofs of their ſincerity, and a renewal of 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances imaginable, that they 
« would effectually make good all their engagements 
ein ſupport of the common cauſe, and of our mu- 
© tual iptereſts. -And I am very glad, that I can ac- 
* quaint you, that our joint endeavours have had ſo 
good an effect, that by the laſt advices from a- 
© broad, I have great reaſon to hope, that the dif- 
 ficulties, which have hitherto retarded the execu- 
tion of the preliminaries, and the opening of the 
© congreſs, will ſoon be intirely removed. 

However, it will in the mean time be abſolutely 
* necelary to continue, as our allies have already re- 
* ſolved to do, the preparations which have hitherto 
been our ſecurity, and prevented an open rupture 
* in Europe, that we may not at once lole all the ad- 
vantages, which our fr expences and vigour 
* have ſo nearly procured, by not being in a con- 
dition, if that neceſſity ſhould unexpectedly be 
* brought upon us, to vindicate--eur honour, and 
* aſſert our rights. And you may depend upon it, 
that my firſt care ſhall be to reduce, from time to 
time, the expence of the public, as often, and as 
* ſnon as the intereſt and ſafety of my people will 
permit it. s | 
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The preliminary articles, and ſuch other treaties 
and conventions, as have not yet been communi. 
cated to Parliament, and which may, without ma- 


nifeſt prejudice, be expoſed to public view, ſhall 
be laid before you. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

J have given orders to the proper officers to 
prepare and lay before you eſtimates of the ex- 
« pences for the ſervice of the current year; and 
you may be aſſured, that the ſupplies which I find 
< myſelf obliged to demand of you, ſhall as certain- 
ly, as they do exceed my wiſhes and inclinations, 
© be employed ſolely for the intereſt and ſecurity 
of the nation. And I make no doubt, but that 
jf any method can be found out for raiſing the 
«* neceſſary ſupplies, leſs grievous. to my people 
than another, that will have the preference in all 
your deliberations. 


I think myſelf obliged to recommend to you a 


conſideration of the greateſt importance, and! 


* ſhould look upon it as a great happineſs, if, at 
the beginning of my reign, I could ſee the foun- 
dation laid of fo great and neceſſary a work, as 
the increaſe and encouragement of our ſeamen in 
general, that they may be invited, rather than 
* compelled by force and violence, to enter into 
© the ſervice of their country, as often as occa- 
* ſion ſhall require it: A conſideration worthy of 
© the repreſentatives of a people great and flouriſh- 
* Ing in trade and navigation. 

* This leads me to mention to you the caſe of 
Greenwich hoſpital, that care may be taken by 
« ſome addition to that fund, to render comfortable 
and effectual that charitable proviſion for the ſup- 
port and maintenance of our ſeamen, worn out 
© and become decrepit by age and infirmities 1n the 
« ſervice of their country. 


» 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
As I have great hopes that a general pacification þ 


vill be now obtained by a ſpeedy — of rhe 
6 preliminaries, I am fatisfied, that nothing will 
more effectually contribute to, a d ſecure this de- 
« firable end, than ſuch an unanimity, zeal, and diſ- 


o patch of the public buſineſs in this Parliament, as 


X- may convince the world, that none among you 

1d are capable, out of any views or conſiderations | 
1d « whatſoever, to wiſh the diſtreſs of their country, 4 
n- or to give an occaſion, from the proſpect of dif- 1 
, « ficulties that may ariſe, and be fomented here at | 
ty home, to interrupt or diſappoint our preſent pro- [ 
at miſing expectations: This it is in your power to | 
he W defeat, and this I depend upon from your known f 
le * zeal and affection to my perſon and government, : 
al and your hearty concern for the intereſt and wel- | 


fare of my people. 


11 The King being withdrawn, the Lords unani- 
at W mouſly voted an addreſs of thanks and congratula- b 
in- tion to his Majeſty; which being immediately 
as W drawn up, and on Monday the 29th, reported and 


in approved, was the ſame day preſented to his Maje- 

jan ſy, as follows : | 

1to 

Ca- Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

of W © E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal un A. 
n- ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tempo- 


* ral in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 

f © your Majeſty the humble thanks of this houſe, for 

by W © your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, and 

ble to congratulate your Majeſty upon the great 

up- hopes you have been — to communicate to 

out us, of ſeeing the public peace and tranquillity 
the very ſoon reſtored. 

* Theſe, we muſt humbly acknowledge, are the 

* happy conſequences of that ſpirit and reſolution, 

My | TT TS « with 


$28 


PARLIAMENTARY A.1728, 


with which your Majeſty has aſſerted your rights 
© as Sovereign of this kingdom, tempered with a 
noble ſelf- denial of all the ſucceſs and glory that 


might == your Majeſty's arms, in the proſecu- 


tion of a juſt and neceſſary war, when put in ba. 


© lance with the eaſe, quiet, and proſperity of your 


« ſubjects, It is a diſpoſition of mind truly great in 
« your Majeſty, a prince ſo early initiated in the art 
of war, and formed by nature for the greateſt mi- 
$ litary atchievements, to chuſe rather to procure 
peace for your ſubjects, than to lead them to vic- 
< tories, and to adorn your reign with the ſincere 
and grateful acclamations of a happy people, ra- 
ther than the ſplendor of triumphs. 

« Your Majeſty's tender and indulgent care for 
< the welfare of your kingdom, has induced you to 
« expreſs ſo kind and affectionate a concern for the 
late diſagreeable ſituation of affairs, though occa- 
ſioned by mere neceſſity, which no human prudence 
could have prevented; but whatever inconvenien- 
ces have happened, they fall light upon us, when 
< we obſerve, that your Majeſty, as a true father of 
your country, feels every uneaſineſs your ſubjects 
* ſuffer: And as your Majeſty has juſtly rejected all 
< propoſitions, that were detrimental and injurious 
to your honour, and the intereſt of your people, 
Ve cannot doubt but your Majeſty's endeavours, 
in conjunction with yaur allies, to put an end to 
the troubles and diſorders of Europe, will foon 
© have the deſired ſucueſs. 

* The nature of ſuch negotiations could not but 
carry them into that length your Majeſty is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to regret, and the patience your 


. * Majelty has had, ſolely from an earneſt deſire to 


* procure to your ſubjects a ſafe and honourable 
peace, muſt, in duty and gratitude, animate the 
* whole nation with the moſt ſteady zeal to exert 
+ itſelf in vindicating your Majeſty*s honour, and 
{ defending the rights of your crown, if contrary 

8 — «ro 
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to expectation, the day ſhould come, when the 
« afery of your people ſhall require ſtronger reme- 
dies than negotiations; we ſhall moſt chearfully, 
ein that caſe, under God, depend upon your Maje- 
« ſty's valour and conduct. 0 

We therefore humbly concur in opinion with 


your Majeſty, of the abſolute neceſſity of ſupport- 


ing your allies, and promoting the mutual fidelity 
which we, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, obſerve 
between your Majeſty and them, by continuing 
the preparations that have brought us to ſo near 
«a proſpect of peace, that your Majeſty, however 
© unwilling, may not be unable to defend by force 
{thoſe rights we are perſuaded will be maintained 
by amicable meaſures. » 

© The gracious aſſurances from your Majeſty of 
your defire to reduce the public expence, and the 
full conviction we have, that it will be managed 
© with the utmoſt care and frugality, lay the greateſt 
obligations _ us, to do all in our power to ſup- 
port the prudent and neceſſary meaſures your Ma- 
 jeſty ſo ſteadily perſeveres in, for the eſtabliſhing 
{a ſolid and laſting peace. 

* Your Majeſty's condeſcenſion in acquaintin 
your Parliament, that the preliminary articles, — 
ſuch other treaties and conventions, which, with- 
out mamifeſt prejudice, may be expaſed to public 
view, ſhall be laid before us, is anticipating all 
ve could reaſonably aſk of your Majeſty in the 
| preſent conjuncture. | 

* We have a freſh inſtance of your Majeſty's 
early application to proſecute the real intereſt, and 
* peculiar advantage of this kingdom, by your being 
* graciouſly pleaſed fo recommend to us fo impor- 
tant a work, as that of the increaſe and encou- 
i ragement of our ſeamen. The weight which the 
* naval force of Great-Britain has ſo lately and vi- 
* fibly had, in aſſerting the honour of your Maje- 
{ ſty*s crown, and the rights and poſſeſſions of our 

8 . > Country, 


329 


His M je- 
fiy's anſwer. 


„ Ü— m c ] Ä“! ²— !.. % Lon Wo 


© a tie w» oa 66 


[ Thank you for this very dutiful and affeftionate ad 


invited into the ſervice, by means more ſuitah] 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 172877 


country, is too lively upon our minds, for us not 
to enter with the greateſt willingneſs on a delibe. 
ration ſo uſeful and neceſſary, that they may be fd 
to the known humanity and tenderneſs of the ther | 
prince they are to ſerve, and to thoſe liberties they Ml of th 
are to enjoy as well as defend, than the methods, 
hitherto uſed, of compulſion O 
We cannot give better proofs of our duty to 0%. 
your Majeſty, and love of our country, than by bers 
our unanimity, zeal and diſpatch of the public bu. Wl ſcrit 
ſineſs; and we hope this Parliament will convince WM the « 
the world, that none of your ſubjects are ſo weary ſor 
of their own happinels, as out of envy or malice to 

wiſh a public diſtre(s, or to foment difficulties at 0 
home, in order to interrupt our preſent promiſing i {ent 
expectations: We ſhould look on ſuch as incen- ¶ Jou 
diaries, unworthy of the name of Britons; they WM me! 
would be deteſted at home, and deſpiſed abroad, er 
even by thoſe whoſe cauſe they would ſerve. The va 
juſt indignation ſuch an unnatural temper would WW cor 
raiſe in the hearts of all your faithful ſubjects, would MI "ig: 
neceſſarily incite them to the greater zeal for your 
Majeſty's ſervice, and ſupportot your government, 
upon which our happy proſpect of peace and pro- 
ſperity does depend: And as we are deeply ſenſible 
of the happinels we enjoy under the beſt of go- 
vernments, adminiſtred by the beſt of Kings, we 
will ſhew that we know how to ſet a juſt value on 
thoſe bleſſings, by admitting no other contention 
among us, but who ſhall be moſt active and zea- 
lous in preſerving them, and in promoting the 
public felicity, by rendering your Majeſty's reign 
as eaſy and glorious to your ſelf, as it is happ) 
and adyantageous to your people. | 


My Lords, 
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at home and abroad. The welfare and happineſs of 
m people ſaall always take place with me of all other 
unſiderations z and you may be aſſured, that the confi- 
lence you put in me ſhall not be made uſe of to any o- 
ther purpoſes, but for the ſafety, intereſt, and honour 
of the nation. ; | 


On the 27th of January, the Speaker, Artbur 
Onſlow, Eſq; firſt alone, and then the other mem- 
bers preſent, took the oaths, and made and ſub- 
ſcribed the declaration, and took and ſubſcribed 
the oath of abjuration, according to the laws made 
for thoſe pur poſes. 


On Monday the 29th, ſeveral other Members pre- 
ſent qualified themſelves, and then the houſe ad- 
journed till Wedneſday the 31ſt, when ſeveral other 
members preſent having likewiſe been ſworn, a bill 
for the more effectual preventing clandeſtine outlawries, 
was read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe- 
cond time. Then the five grand committees for re- 
ligion, grievances, courts of juſtice, trade, privileges 
and elections, having been appointed, Mr. Speaker 
reported his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech to both 
houſes, the Saturday before; upon which the Lord 
Hervey, eldeſt ſon to the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Briſtol, moved, That an humble Addreſs be 
© preſented to his Majeſty, to return him the thanks 
* of this houſe, for his moſt gracious Speech from 
the throne ; to acknowledge, in the moſt dutiful 
© manner, the tender and affectionate concern which 
© his Majeſty has been pleaſed to ſhew, for the many 
{ inconveniencies that have ariſen from the diſagree- 
able and uncertain ſituation of affairs; to expreſs 
the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude to his Majeſty, for his 
* conſtant care, and unwearied endeavours to putan 
end to the troubles and diſorders of Europe, to free 
bis people from the burden of taxes, and to pro- 
cure all the happy conſequences of an 

| * 
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and eſtabliſhed peace; and for his unalterable and 
particular regard to the intereſt of his people, in 
not admitting any explanations, or alterations in 
the preliminary articles, detrimental or injurious to 
his Majeſty's honour, or the intereft of the nation, 
or that might affect the poſſeſſions, rights$0r pri. 
< vileges of theſe kingdoms ; to congratulate his 
Majeſty upon the near proſpect of ſeeing the pub- 
< lic peace and tranquillity ſoon reſtored, and all the 
« difficulties removed, which have hitherto retarded 
© the execution of the preliminaries; and to aſſure his 
© Majeſty, that this houſe, placing an intire confi- 
« dence in his Majeſty's paternal goodnefs and con. 
< cern for the eaſe and welfare of his people, and ful- 
ly perſuaded that his Majeſty will, from time to 
time, as ſoon as it can be done with ſafety, reduce 
the expence of the public, will continue to make 
© ſuch preparations, as may put his Majeſty in a con- 
dition, if that neceſſity ſhould unexpectedly be 
brought upon him, to vindicate his honour, and 
© aflert his rights, and not leave the nation expoſed 
© to the hazard of loſing all the fruits and advantages 
© of our former vigour and reſolution ; that we will 
« effectually raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary for the ſer- 
vice of the current year, and by ſuch methods as 
© ſhall be leaſt grievous to our fellow ſubjects; that 
we ſhall pay all poſſible and due regard to his Ma- 
< jeſty*s gracious recommendation of the increaſe 
and encouragement of our ſeamen, and take into 
our conſideration the ſtate of Greenwich hoſpital ; 
< and that we will, by a zeal, unanimity, and dil- 
patch in the public buſineſs, worthy of the moſt 
« dutiful, loyal, and affectionate ſubjects of the belt 
© of Kings, defeat the vain imaginations of all ſuch, 
© as4May flatter themſelves with hopes of ſeeing our 
< preſent promiſing expectation interrupted or dil- 
* appointed, by any diſtreſs or difficulties that may 
* arile or be fomented here at home | 


This 


4.1728. DEBATES, 333 
This motion was ſeconded, and ſupported by a 

reat majority; ſo that ſome objections that were 

made to it being eaſily over-ruled, it was carried 

without dividing, and a committee was appointed 

to draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty upon the ſaid 

reſolution 3 after which ſeveral cuſtomary orders 

were made. 


The next day, ( February 1.) the Lord Hervey, 
from the committee appointed to draw up the ad- 
dreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty, reported the 
: ame, which being agreed to, was on Friday the 2d 
n. of February, preſented, by the whole houſe, to his 
n. WW Majeſty, as follows : | 


ez che moſt dutiful and grateful manner, the tender 
and affeftionate concern your Majeſty has been 


5 en | 
= Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
TH W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 7 4 
89 ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain in ares tothe 
be Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return our Nins. . 
d humbleſt thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious L 
d ſpeech from the throne; and to acknowledge, in ; 
.r. pleaſed to _ for the many inconveniencies | 
az Wl © that have ariſen from the late diſagreeable and un- 
* ſettled ſtate of the affairs of Europe. 

[a We are ſenſible of the unwearied and uninter- 


aſe Wl © rupted care with which your Majeſty, ever ſince we 
no have enjoyed the bleqings of your reign, has la- 
* boured, to put an end to the diſputes, and reſtore 
if. the tranquillity of Europe; the deſire you have had 
oft to free your people from all the burdens occaſioned 
eſt by impending war, and to procure to them all the 
ch, happy conſequences of a fate, honourable, and eſta- 
zur bliſnhed peace; and we think it as impoſſible that 
li. ' any difficulties ſhould ariſe, to prevent us feeling 
ay il the good effects to be expected from your pru- 
77 * dence, as it is for any event to make us forget the 
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marks we have already received of your aftec. 
tion. 

The firmneſs your Majeſty has ſhewn in abſo 
lutely refuſing to admit of any explanations of the 
preliminaries, derogatory to the honour, or preju- 
dicial to the intereſt of this nation, we feel more 
ſenſibly; as we think 'tis equally for your Maje. 
ſty's glory and our happineſs, to have it appear to 
the whole world, that the care of your people is a 
conſideration ſo much ſuperior to every other, in 


. fixing your Majeſty's reſolutions, that not even one 


ſo important as the peace of all Europe could in- 
duce you to ſubmit to the demands of others, or 
recede from your own in any point, where our 
poſſeſſions were invaded, our n ſtruck at, or 
our privileges diſputed. - ©» 

And ſince this ſtand, which your Majeſty, in 


« juſtice to yourſelf, and regard to your people, 
thought fit to make, has not broke off the accom- 
* modation, but only retarded it for our advantage; 
* we beg leave to congratulate your Majeſty upon 


the near proſpect of that ſucceſs in your nego- 
tiations, which cannot more effectually fulfil our 
wiſhes, as the earneſt of our proſperity, than it 
anſwers our expectations in demonſtrating your 
wiſdom. 

But in caſe your Majeſty*s expectations of ſee- 
ingthe public peace and tranquillity ſoon reſtored, 
ſhould ſtill be diſappointed; that your people may 
no longer continue in that uncertainty, in which 
the policy of others may endeavour to keep us; 
and that we may be in a condition to do ourlelyes 
juſtice, ſhould that neceſſity unexpectedly be 
brought upon us, we are determined, out of re- 
gard to our own intereſt, as well as that we ſhall 
Ever pay to your Majeſty* s honour, moſt effectu- 
ally to enable you to do yourſelf right, and to 
aſſert and to maintain all the poſſeſſions, advan- 
tages and privileges of your people. 


What 
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« Whatever ſupplies, therefore, may be wanted 
for the ſervice of the current year, your Commons 
«will, with the utmoſt chearfulneſs and unanimiry 
grant; being aſſured no aid will ever be demand- 
« ed by your Majeſty, of your ſubjects, but what 
« you judge abſolutcly neceſſary for their own inte- 
« reſt and ſecurity. And as we are determined, in 
© whatever ſupplies we raiſe, to have regard to ſuch 
methods as ſhall be leaſt grievous to your people; 
«ſo we have the greateſt ſatisfaction in thinking we 
may intirely depend on your Majeſty's juſtice and 
«wiſdom, that whatever we do grant, will be con- 
eſtantly applied in the manner that will be moſt 
* beneficial to them: Neither had we the leaft 
doubt (before we received your Majeſty's moſt 
' gracious promiſe) but that your Majeſty, from 
© your paternal goodneſs. to your people, would, 
from time to time, take every opportunity to 
make all ſuch reductions of the public expences, 
as ſhould be for our preſent caſe, without endan- 
gering our future ſafety. 5 4 

The aſſurances your Majeſty has given us, of the 
ſincerity and ſteadineſs with which you are ſatisfied 
all our allies are determined, in all events to adhere 
to their engagements, and eſpouſe the common 
© cauſe, gave us the greateſt ſatisfaction; and let the 
future dangers and difficulties that may yet ariſe 
* (impoſſible to be foreſeen) be ever ſo formidable, 
or ever ſo numerous, we do not imagine there can 
be any which your Majeſty's prudence, caution, a- 
bilities and experience, joined to the aſſiſtance of 
your Parliament, the firmneſs of your allies, and 
the bravery of your people, will not eaſily diſpel. 

lt is the indifpentable duty of thoſe who have a 
* juſt ſenſe of the great importance of the trade and 
navigation of this kingdom, to provide proper en- 
* couragements for our ſeamen; and common juſtice 
requires that we ſhould take a compaſſionate care 
* of thoſe, who by misfortunes, in their brave and 

© falth- 
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* faithful ſervices to their country, are become equal. 
ly incapable of continuing thoſe ſervices, or pro- 
* viding for themſelves : We beg leave therefore to 
© affure your Majeſty, that we will take this matter 
into our conſideration, and on this, as well as e. 
very other occaſion, pay the deference and regard 
due to your Majeſty's moſt gracious recommendz. 
© tion. 

© If there are any ſo ill informed of the ſteady af. 
< fection of your Commons, as vainly to place their 
< hopes on any diſputes or differences that might a. 
© riſe among us, we are determined, by a hearty, 
* zealous and general concurrence in all our delibe 
« rations, for your — intereſt and the public 
welfare, effectually to diſappoint ſuch ill- grounded 
expectations; and we are ſatisfied we cannot give 
better evidence of our love to our country, than by 


conſtant demonſtrations of our duty to the beſt of 


* Kings: And as your Majeſty's endeavours have 
© been, (and we are perſuaded) ever will be, to pre- 
* ſerve us a free, and eſtabliſh us a happy people, fo 
« we ſhould think our ſelves undeſerving all the be- 
« nefits and bleſſings of your reign, were it poſlibl 
Ve could ever be wanting in the leaſt point, on our 
« part, to make it as great, happy and glorious, 3 
that of any of your royal predeceſſors. 


To which his Majeſty was pleaſed to return the fol- 
| .. lowing anſwer. 


| Gentlemen, 


nate Addreſs, Such returns of duty and gratituit 
from my faithful Commons would add, if any thing poſ 
Sibly could, to my reſolutions of promoting and conſulting 
upon all occaſions the welfare and proſperity of my pe- 
ple. The intire confidence you place in me, will engage 
me more ſtriftly to make uſe of the potver and truſt qu 
ſhall repoſe in me, for your intereſt, and 10 * ſatif 
| action; 
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fallion; and you ſhall always find my readineſs to 
eaſe end reducy the expences of the public to your 
expectations. 


This anſwer was ſo agreeable and acceptable to 
the Commons, that Mr. Speaker having the next 
day (Feb. 2.) reported the ſame to the houſe, it was 
unanimoufly reſolved to return the moſt humble 
thanks of the houſe to his Majeſty, for it, by ano- 
ther addrels, | 4 £1] 

On the fame day having taken his Majeſty's moſt 
gracious ſpeech into conſideration, Sir Charles Tur- 
ner made a motion that a ſupply be granted to his 
Majeſty, which the next day, February 3d, paſſed 1 
into a reſolution, and on Monday the 5th, was re- 1 
ported, and unanimouſly agreed to by the houſe, 
This done, the Commons ordered ſeveral eſtimates, 
accounts, liſts, and other papers, to be laid before | 
them, viz. 


1. An eſtimate of the ordinary of the navy for 
the year 1728, with the half-pay of the officers of 
the navy and marines. 

2, An eſtimate of the charge for guards, garri- 
ſons and land- forces, for the year 1728. 

3. An eſtimate of the charge of the office of 
\ fol Crdnance for land- ſervice, for the year 1728. 

g 4. A liſt of the regimental and warrant half- 
pay officers, for the year 1728. 

5. An Account of rhe ſervices incurred; and 
t provided tor by Parliament. . 
5 6. An eſtimate of the charge of the out- penſio- 
nets of Chelſea hoſpital, for the Year 1728. 

7. An Account how the money given for the 
ſervice of the year 1727, hath been diſpoſed of. 

7 pi 8. A ſtate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, as 
11 It ſtood at Chriftmas laſt. 2 


ſat? An account of the exceſs or ſurplus of the Ag- 
im, gate fund, South-ſea fund, and the General fund. 
"_ . = On 
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On ueſuay the 6th of February, ſome of the com- abou 
miſſioners of the cuſtoms laid before the Commons, Ml ſeſſi 
purſuant to ſeveral acts of Parliament, ſeveral ac. Wl ſtio 
counts of prohibited Eaſt-India goods, E&c. After Ml ag! 
which Mr. Pelham, ſecretary at war, preſented to tire! 
the houſe ſeveral eſtimates, relating to the land- for- gair 
ces, that had been called for the day before; as alſo, MW by r 
by his Majeſty's command, an eſtimate of the whi 
charge of 2224 borſe, 1836 dragoons, and 8034 fot, Ml 192 
of the troops of his Highneſs the Landgrave f toll 
Heſſe-Caſſel, for the year 1728. The ſame day 
Mr. Cockburn, one of the Lords of the Admiralty, I 

preſented alſo to the houſe, the ordinary eſtimate W vide 
of his Majeſty's navy. for 
On Wedneſdaythe 7thof February, the Commons, 


in a Committee of the whole houſe, conſidered of ind 
the ſupply, and unanimouſly reſolved, 1/#, That lan 
1:000 men be employed for the ſea- ſervice, for the ¶ off 
year 1728, beginning from the 1ſt day of Fanuary, 
1727. 2dly, That the ſum of four pounds per man | 
per month, be allowed for maintaining the ſaid Ml 8": 
15000 men, for 13 months, including the ordnance Ml eff 
for ſea fervice. 3dly, That the ſum of 205,561 l. ne. 
14 5. 9d. be granted to his Majeſty, for the ordi-WM Ai 


nary of the navy (including half pay for ſea officers) 
for the year 1728. Which reſolutions being the 
next day ( February 8.) reported, were agreed to 
by the houſe, Ti 
On Friday the gth of February, the Commons te- tet 
ſolved to addreſs his Majeſty, for an eſtimate of Fe 
what may be neceſſary for repairing and rebuildingM br 
his Majeſty's ſhips, and for the repairs of his Ma- m 
jeſty's docks, for the year 1728. After which, nM th 
a Committee of the whole houſe, on the ſupply, the 2! 
conſidered of the eftimate of the charge of the guards, 
garriſons, and other his Majeſty's land forces in Great 
Britain, for the year 1728. And a motion being e 
made, that the number of effective men, to be pto-·¶ 'v 
vided for, be 22955 men though this number wasW 

| about 
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About 
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about 3600 men leſs than were provided for the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament) yet the ſame met with oppo- 
ſition, ſome members inſiſting, that the 8000 men, 
augmentation troops, raiſed laſt year, jhould be in- 
tirely reduced: But finding the majority to be a- 


gainſt them, they endeavoured to put off the debate, 


by moving, That Mr. Speaker ſhould reſume the chair; 
which being carried in the negative, by 290 votes 
againſt 84, the Committee came afterwards to the 
following reſolutions, v/z. 


i/t, That the number of effective men to be pro- 
vided for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, and 
for Guernſey and Ferſey, tor the year 1728, be (in- 
cluding 1850 invalids, and 555 men with the fix 
independent Companies for the ſervice of the High- 


lands) 22955 men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion 
officers included. 


2dly, That the ſum of 786, 974“. 25. 94. be 
granted for defraying the charge of the faid 22955 
effective men, &c. Theſe reſolutions being, the 
next day, reported, were agreed to by the houſe. 
After which the Commons, in a grand Committee, 
conſidered of ways and means to raiſe the ſupply, 
and reſolved, That the duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, 
and Perry, &c. be continued from the 23d day of 
June 1728, to the 24th day of June 1729. This 
reſolution being reported on Monday the 12th of 
February, was agreed to, and a bill ordered to be 
brought in thereupon. The ſame day the Com- 
mons, in a grand Committee, conſidered tarther of 
the ſupply, and came to the following reſolutions 
viz. | 


V, That the ſum of 138, oog. 105. 114. be grant- 
ed for maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garri- 
ſons in the plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar; and 
| ; £ 2 for 
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\ . 
for proviſions for the garriſon at Annapolis- Roya, Co 
Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the year 1728. alles 
N. S 


2dly, The ſum of 10,847 J. 15s. upon account, Cc 
for out-penſioners of Chelſea- Hoſpital, for the year Ml fon | 
1728. the 1 


3dly, The ſum of 50,428 J. 165. 10 d. for defray. WM belo! 
ing ſeveral extraordinary expences and ſervices in. W Mar 
curred, and not provided for by Parliament. C 


4thly, The ſum of 38, ooo J. upon account, tore. WM 72. 
duced officers of his Màjeſty's land-forces, and ma- C 
rines, for the year 1728; which reſolutions being, WM to tl 
on the xr3th of February, reported, were agreed to r 
by the. houſe. C 


The day before (February 12) Mr. Treafurer, Ml date 
by his Majeſty's command, laid before the houſe I and 


copies of ſeveral treaties and alliances, and other pa- C 
pers, VIZ. a fd 
Copy and tranſlation of the treaty between Great Ml No 
Britain and Spain, concluded at Madrid the 1 3th of . 
Zune, N. S. 1721. | be 
Copy and tranſlation of the defenſive alliance be- Ve 
tween Great Britain, France, and Spain, concluded Wl Co 
at Madrid the 13th of Fune, N.S. 1721. ſtir 
Copy and tranſlation of the ſeparate article of the Ml an 
defenſive alliance between Great Britain, France, and He 


Spain, concluded at Madrid, Fune13, N. S. 1721. 
Copy and tranſlation of another ſeparate article of IM er: 
the defenſive alliance between Great Britain, France, 
and Spain, concluded at Madrid the 13th of June, Ml lo 
N. S. 172 r. | fa 
Copy and tranſlation of the preliminary articles ¶ in 
ſigned at Paris the 3 Iſt of May, N. S. 1727. N 
Copy and tranſlation of the declaration, ſigned by Wl p 
Mr. Walpole at Paris, the 3 rſt of May, N. S. 1727. 0 


Copy 
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Copy and tranſlation of the Duke of Bournon- 
zille's declaration, ſigned at Vienna the 13th of June, 
N.S. 1727. 

Copy 'F the King and kingdom of Sweden's acceſ- 
jon to the treaty of Hanover, dated at Stockbolns 
the 14th of March, 1726-5, and tranſlation. 

Copy of the ſeparate articles, and the ſecret one 

y- belonging to the ſaid acceſſion, dated the 14th of 
in- March, 1926-7, and tranſlation. 
Copy of the treaty between Great Britain, France, 

and Denmark, dated at Copenhagen the 16th of April, 
re. WI 1727, and tranſlation. 
m- Copy of the ſeparate and ſecret articles belonging 
ng, WM to the ſaid treaty, dated at Copenhagen the 16th of 
Ari 1727, and tranflation. 

Copy of the treaty between Great Britain and 

the Duke of Brunſwick Lunenburg-Wolfenbuttel, 
rer, ¶ dated at Weſtminſter the 25th of November, 1727, 
uſe WE and tranſlation. | | 
pa- Copy of the ſeparate article belonging to the 

laid treaty, dated at Weſtminſter the ſaid 25th of 
rea! Wl November, 1727, and tranſlation. 
1 0: WI Theſe papers were ordered to lie on the table, to 

be peruſed by the members of the houſe, who on 
be- ¶ Vedneſday the 14th of February, went into a grand 
ded WF Committee on the ſupply, and conſidered of the e- 

ſtimate of the charge of 2224 horſe, 1836 dragoons, 
the and 8034 foot of the troops of the Landgrave of 
and Heſe-Caſſel, for the year 1728. And a motion be- 
21. ng made, that the ſum of 230, 923 J. 115. 8 d. be 
le of WM granted for the ſaid charge, the ſame occaſioned a 
ne, great debate, wherein Mr. Horatio Walpole made a 
une, WM long elaborate ſpeech, ſetting forth the ſtate of at- 

fairs in Europe tor ſome years paſt, and endeavour- 
icles WE ing to ſhew, the abſolute neceſſity of keeping up all 
our forces till the end of the preſent negotiations, 
d by particularly the 12,000 men, which, by the treaty 
27. Nef Hanover, Great Britain ſtood engaged to furniſh. 
op} WM He was anſwered by Mr. Daniel Pulreney, Sir Wil- 
2 3 liam 
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liam Wyndham, Sir Wilfrid Lawſon, and Sir Joby agre 
Bramſtone, who objected, That by the ſaid treaty, Con 
the contracting parties were not obliged to furniſh 
the ſuccours ſtipulated therein, but within iw Ml cred 
© months after requiſition ; and that, even in ſuch a ] beir 
© caſe, Great Britain was only to furniſh men of war, hou 
< or tranſport ſhips, or even ſubſidies of money, at ( 
© the choice of the party requiring the ſaid ſuccours, Ml the 
To this Mr. Walpole replied, © That the late King, of Wl vol. 
« glorious memory, in his great wiſdom, had thought Wl reac 
fit to provide betimes the ſaid body of 12,000men, Ml Aft 
in order to obtain the ends of the treaty of Hanover; Ml for 
that with this view, a convention was made with tor 
the Landgrave of Heſſe-Cafſel, whoſe troops were Ml hid 
the moſt ready at hand for that purpoſe, and much WM for 
cheaper than the raiſing and maintaining national MW to} 
troops; that the neceſſity of making this conven- MW me. 
tion was the greater, by reaſon of an unforeſeen Ml hy! 
« diſappointment from oneof the contracting partics Wl thi: 
in the forementioned alliance; that time had ſhewn, pes 
* that the taking the ſaid 12,000 men into his Ma- the 
jeſty's ſervice, was a wiſe and neceſſary precaution, 
* ſince they had hitherto prevented the kindling of 
© a war in Germany; and that as the ſame reaſons, 
for which they were taken into pay, ſtil] ſubſiſted, 
it was prudence, and abſolutely neceſſary, to con- 
* tinue that expence till the intended congreſs at 
© Cambray was over.” Theſe reaſons carried fo great 
a weight, that the queſtion being put upon che mo- 
tion above-mentioned, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by a majority of 280 votes againſt 84. It was 
obſerved, that Sir Robert Walpole did nor think it 
neceſſary to ſpeak in this debate; and that Mr. 
P——, from whom the main oppoſition was ex- 
pected, was not in the houſe. 


The next day (February 15) Sir Charles Turner 


to 


10 


reported the ſaid reſolution of granting the ſum of 

230, 923 J. 115. 8 d. for the expence of 12,000 He de 

fans tor the ſervice of the year 1728, which was a- pr 
| greed 
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agreed to by the houſe. The ſame day, in a grand 
Committee, the Commons went through the bill for 
continuing the malt-tax, and added to it a clauſe of 
credit, and made ſeveral other amendments ; which 
being the next day reported, were agreed to by the 
houſe, and the {aid bill ordered to be ingroſſed. 

On Monday the 19th, Mr. Cockburn preſented to 
the houſe, a bill for encouraging ſeamen, who ſhall 
voluntarily enter into his Majeſty's ſervice, which was 
read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond. 
After which it was reſolved, to addreſs his Majeſty 
for a particular and diſtinct account of the diſtribu- 
tion of the ſum of 250,000/. which (in an account 
hid before this houſe, ſhewing how the money given 
for the year 1727 has been diſpoſed of) is charged 
to have been iſſued for other expences and engage- 
ments, over and above ſuch as are therein particular- 
ly ſpecificd for ſecuringothe trade and navigation of 
this kingdom, and preſerving and reſtoring the 
peace of Europe; and of the time or times when 
the ſaid ſum of 250,000 J. was iſſued and diſtri- 
buted. After this, in a grand Committee on the 
ſupply, it was reſolved to grant, 


1ſt, The ſum of 50,000 J. for one year's ſubſidy 
to the King of Sweden, 


2dly, The ſum of 25,000 J. for one year's ſubſidy 
tothe Duke of Brunſwick-Lunenburgh-Wolfenbuttel. 


2dly, The ſum of 117, 4421. 145. 34. for the 
charge of the office of ordnance for land-ſervice, 
for the year 1728. 


4thly, The ſum of 80, 261 J. 9s. 34. for defray- 
ing the extraordinary expence of ordnance ſtores 
lent to Gibraltar, Port-mahon, and additional arms 
delivered to the forces, for the year 1727, and not 

provided for by Parliament. 
Z 4 5thiy, 
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it hy, The ſum of 279, 360 J. 15. 14. to make A 
good the deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of MW mon: 
the year 1727. the | 
whe! 
Which reſolutions being the next day ( Febry. WM next 
ary 20) reported, were agreed to. adjo 


The next day (February 21) the Commons, in a 
Grand Committee, conſidered farther of the ſupply, 0 
and came to the following reſolutions, viz. city 


1, To grant the ſum of 9o, ooo J. to ſatisfy and Ml the 
diſcharge the ſeveral principal ſums due on the re. 
giſter for loans at the Exchequer, in purſuance of Wl «ly 
an act of the fifth year of the reign of his late Ma- WW the: 
jeſty King George I. 


2dly, The ſum of 103, 140 J. to ſatisfy and dif. 
charge ſo much of the ſum of 360,000 J. granted Ml the 
by the abovementioned act for the building of new 


me, 
churches, and other purpoſes, as has not been raiſed W m: 
by loans, or otherwiſe. he 

a1 


3dly, The ſum of 435,605 1. to redeem the an- 
nuity of 17, 384 J. 45. payable to the South. Sea 
Company, in reſpect of the like ſum ſubſcribed in- fa 
to their ſtock, part of the principal ſum of 500,000], 
payable on the bencfit tickets in the lottery, eſta- 
bliſhed by the ſaid act of the fifth year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty King George I. charged on the 
{aid duties on coals and culm. 


hy, The ſum of 338, 800 J. to ditcharge and 
cancel the ſeveral Exchequer bills made forth, in 
purſuance of an act of Parliament, made in the thir- 
teenth year of his late Majeſty King George I. &c. 


On Thurſday (February 22) Sir Charles Turner re- 
ported the abovementioned reſolutions on the ſup- 
ply, which were agreed to. 


— as ay wa 


And 
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And on Friday the 23d of February, the Com- 
mons, in a committee on ways and means to raiſe 
the ſupply, came to ſeveral reſolutions, the report 
whereof was ordered to be made on the: Monday 
next following, (Feb. 26.) to which day the houſe 


adjourned. 


On Monday the. 26th, one of the Sheriffs of the 
city preſented to the houſe of Commons, a petition 
of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 
the City of London, in common council aſſembled, 
alledging, That the duties already laid upon coals and 
alm, imported into the port of London, only affect 
their trade, and the inequality of the burden thereof is 
a great diſcouragement to the manufactures, as well as 
an hardſhip upon the whole trading people in and about 
the city of London; and praying the confideration of 
the houſe, and ſuch relief as to the houſe ſhall ſeem 
meet. But, after a ſmall debate, a motion being 
made, and the queſtion put, that the ſaid petition 
be rejected, it was carried in the affirmative, by 
a majority of 214. voices againſt 92. | 


Then Sir Charles Turner reported the above- 
laid reſolutions, which, in ſubſtance, are as follow, 
UZ, | 1 | 


1ſt, That 1,750,0007. be raiſed by grant or fale 
to the bank of England, of annuities not exceeding 
70,000 per ann. being after the rate of 41. per cent. 
fer ann. redeemable by Parliament, to commence 


from the 24th of June 1728, and to be charged on 
the duties on coals and culm, 


2dly, That out of the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, or over- 
plus monies, commonly called the Sinking Fund, 
there be iſſued and applied the ſum of 65,3951. to 
the Sou - Sea company, which, together with the ſum 
of 434,605 1. granted to his Majeſty, for redeeming 


an 
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an annuity of 17,3847. 45. payable to the ſaid com. 
pany out of the duties on coals and culm, will com. 
pleat a ſum of 500,000/. to be paid to the ſaid com. 
pany, for redeeming a . ger part of their 
annuities, purſuant to an act of the gth year of the 


reign of his late Majeſty King George I. 


3dly, That the monies ariſing into the Exchequer 
from the Sinking Fund, be farther applied to pay to 
the bank of England the ſum of one million, part of 
the principal ſum of 1,775,027/. 175. 104. due to 
them for Exchequer bills cancelled, Sc. and for re. 
deeming a proportionable part of the annuity at- 
tending thereon. | 


Aby, That three ſhillings in the pound be raiſed 
in the year 1728, upon lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, penſions, offices, perſonal eftates, Ec. 


The firſt of theſe reſolutions being read a ſecond 
time, and a motion being made, and the queſtion 
put, That the faid reſolution be re- committed, it 
paſſed in the negative: After which the ſaid reſolu- 
tion was, upon the queſtion put thereupon, agreed 
to by the houſe: As were alſo the reſidue of the ſaid 
reſolutions ; and bills were ordered to be brought 
in upon the ſame. 

Thus, in lefs than three weeks, the whole Supply 
for the year 1728, demanded an the part ot his 
Majeſty, and amounting to near four millions ſter- 
ling, was voted, and ways and means found to raiſe 
the ſame. The particular ſums are as follow : 


Feb. 
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J. 5, 
Feb. 7. Fo ;{ 15,00 Seamen — — 780,000 O 
and 8. Ordinary of the navy 205,661 14 
Feb. 9. For 22955 men, land- forces 
and 10. guards and garriſons 786,974 2 
Garriſans in the Planta- . 
tions, Minorca, and 


Gibraltar —— 158,009 11 
Feb. 12. For Out- penſionersof elſes | 
and 13. Hoſpital ah 10,847 15 


Extraordinary expences | 
and ſervices — — 50, 428 16 
Reduced officers — — $58,000 © 


_— For} 12,000 Heſſians — 230,923 11 
—— to the King. of 
Sweden — 50, 00 o 
Subſidy to the Duke « of 
Fb. 19. por Walfenbutte! — — 25,000 o 
and 20. Ordnance for land- ſervice 117,442 14 


Stores ſent to Gibraltar 

and Port- Mahon — 80,261 9 

Deficiencies of 1727 — 279,360 1 

Diſcharging loans at the | 

Exchequer — go, ooo o 

Diſcharging other Joans 103,140 © 

Teb. 21. Fond Reducing an annuity of | 
and 22, © 17,3841. 45. from the 

| South- Sea company — 434,605 o 

Cancelling Exchequer bills 338,800 o 


mw WO 


00 


0 
0 


Total—3, 799, 454 16 


0 


To anſwer which, the following funds were 


aſſigned, viz. 
1 


d. 


1. The malt-tax, computed at — 750, ooo o o 
2. The land- tax computed at — 1,500,000 o o 


3. The loan made by the bank, on 


the annuity of 70, 00 1. — — — 1,750,000 o ©O 


— 


Amounting to—4,000,000 © o 


But 
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But I muſt acquaint my readers, That beſides the 
city petition already mentioned, other difficulties 
were ſtated, in relation to the loan by the bank, 
pn the coal duty. For in the grand committee of 
Friday, February 23, a gentleman obſerved, © That 
© the ſhifting of funds was but perpetuating taxes, 
© and putting off the evil day; and that notwithſtand- 
ing the great merit that ſome had built on the 
© Sinking Fund, it appeared, that the national debt 
© had increaſed ſince the ſetting up of that pompous 
project. Hereupon Sir V. „one 
the city members, ſaid, He ſuppoſed, that gen- 
t tleman had his notions out of a treatiſe lately pub. 
© liſhed, on the State of the Public Debts, (ſuppoſed 
< to be written by that very gentleman) but that if 
the underſtood any thing, it was Numbers, and he 
* durſt pawn his credit and reputation to prove, 
< that author's calculations and inferences to be falſe 
© and erroneous.” Tothis Mr. P y replied, 
© That he took them to be right ; and he would 
< likewiſe pawn his credit and reputation to make 
good his afſertion.* Hereat Sir R/ 
took up the cudgels, and faid, He would main- 
© tain what Sir N-—G— had advanced; and 
© fince he had already a ſecond, he deſired the other 
© gentleman to call for his. Mr. P y there- 
upon named Mr. V- t. But leſt the bickering 
between the two great men ſhould grow too warm, 
Mr. H d interpoſed, in a jocular ſpeech, that 
put the houſe in good humour, and ſo the challenge 
was put off to another dax. - 


On Thurſday the 29th of February, Sir Paul Me. 
thuen reported to the houſe of Commons, That their 
addreſs for a particular and diſtinct account of the ſum 
of 2. 50,0001. Sc. had been preſented to his Majeſty, 
and that his Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint 
the: houſe, © That the late King, his ä 

1 | father 
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father, having the like occaſion, received from 
« the laſt Parliament the moſt dutiful acknowledg- 
« ments of his great care and wiſdom, in taking 
« ſuch ſteps, and entering into ſuch engagements as 
© he thought would beſt conduce to the ſecurity of 
« this kingdom, and the preſervation of the peace 
« of Europe; and at the ſame time the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
« ſurances of their future ſupport, in all ſuch far- 
ther meaſures as he ſhould find neceſſary and ex- 
« pedient for preventing a rupture, and for the ho- 
© nour and advantage of theſe kingdoms: And a 
power being accordingly given by Parliament to 
* his late Majeſty, for iſſuing and applying ſuch fums 
* of money as he ſhould find neceſſary, for anſwer- 
ing and defraying fuch expences and engagements, 
as had been, or ſhould be made for theſe great and 
* neceſſary purpoſes ; ſome part of the money men- 
« tioned in this addreſs, had been iſſued, and diſ- 
« burſed by his late Majeſty ; and the remaining part 
has been applied by his Majeſty, for carrying on 
the ſame neceffary ſervices, for ſtrengthening his 


* alliances, and in fulfilling engagements of the ut- 


* moſt importance to theſe kingdoms, and to the 
* general tranquillity of Europe, and which require 
the greateſt ſecrecy. His Majeſty therefore hopes, 
That this houſe will repoſe the ſame confidence in 
him, and be aſſured, that the money has been ne- 
* ceflarily expended, purſuant to the power given 
by act of Parliament, and for the uſes and purpo- 
* tes thereby directed; and a particular and diſtinct 
account thereof cannot be given without manifeſt 
prejudice to the public.“ 


This anfwer being conformable to that which was 
returned in February 1726-7, to a like addreſs from 
the Commons, about the diſpoſal of 125,000 J. Mr. 
William Pulteney, who then raiſed ſeveral weighty 
objections againſt ſuch a vague and general way of 
accounting tor public money, as tending to render 

Par- 
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Parliaments altogether inſignificant and uſeleſs; tg 
cover imbezzlements ; and to ſcreen corrupt and . 
pacious miniſters : Mr. Pulteney, I ſay, and ſeveral 
other gentlemen, ſpoke againſt this laſt meſſage, ur- 
ged the increaſe of the national debt, notwithſtand. 
ing the ſo much boaſted of Sinking Fund, and would 
have had that important affair immediately debated 
in a grand committee. But the court party waved 
it, by moving to adjourn the houſe to the Monday 
next following; which, after ſome debate, was car- 
ried by a majority of 202 votes againſt 66, 
Accordingly, on Monday the 4th of March, the 
Commons reſolved to go that afternoon into a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, to conſider of the ſtate of 
the nation, in relation to the national debt, and re- 
ferred to the ſaid committee ſeveral papers, viz, 
Firſt, An account of ſuch of the national debts, in- 
curred before the 25th of December 1716, as are re- 
deemable by Parliament, with the intereſt or annui- 
ty attending the fame, and when the ſame are re- 
deemable. Secondly, An account of the money paid 
into the Exchequer, ariſen upon the dutics on coals 
and culm (continued by an act of the fifth year of 
his late Majeſty*s reign, for building new churches, 
and for the ſupply of that year) from the 29th day 
of September 1720, to the 29th day of September 
1727, diſtinguiſhing each year; and alſo the ac- 
count of the preſent annual, and other charges there- 
upon. Thirdly, An account, ſhewing how the mo- 


ney given for the ſervice of the year 1727, hath 


been diſpoſed of, diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral 
heads, until the 15th of February 1727, with the 


deficiency thereupon. Fourthly, An account of the 
eſtimate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, as it ſtood 


on the 3 iſt of December 1727. It was allo ordered, 
That Mr. Alexander Chocke, Mr. Stephen Downs, 
Mr. James Green, and Mr. Peter le Heup, fhould 
attend the ſaid committee, into which the houle ha- 
ving reſolved itſelf, they were examined as to the 


pape rs 
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papers above-mentioned. This done, a motion was 
made on the court fide, That it appears, that 
the monies already iſſued and applied towards 
« diſcharging the national debts, incurred before 
« Chriſtmas 1716, (together with the ſum of two 
hundred and twenty thouſand four hundred thir- 
« ty-five pounds, ſixteen ſhillings and four pence 
« three farthings, which will be iſſued at Lach- Day 
1728, towards diſcharging the ſaid debts;) a- 
mount to ſix millions, ſix hundred forty-eight 
« thouſand, ſeven hundred fixty-two pounds, five 
* ſhillings and one penny farthing.“ 

Hereupon there aroſe a very warm and long de- 
bate, that laſted till paſt eight of the clock in the 
evening. Mr. Daniel Pulteney, who ſpoke firſt a- 
gainſt the motion, endeavoured to ſhew the falla- 
cious tendency of it; he was ſeconded by his couſin 
Mr. William Pulteney, and the latter was ſupported 
by the Lord Morpeth, Mr. Shippen, Sir William 
Wyndham, and ſome other gentlemen. They ſug- 
geſted in general, That notwithſtanding the ſup- 
* plies that were annually raiſed in the laſt reign ; 
© notwithſtanding the great ſums of money given 
* from time to time, for extraordinary expences, 
and ſecret ſervice ; notwithſtanding the produce 
* of the Sinking Fund, yet the public debts, for the 
* oradual diſcharge of which that famous project 
© was ſaid to be contrived, were rather increaſed 
* than leſſened; and this in a time of almoſt un- 
© interrupted peace and tranquillity, which muft 
be owing to a very profuſe management of the 
public treaſure; and yielded but a very melan- 
* choly proſpect, ſince at this rate our debts muſt 


* ſtill grow taſter, in caſe of a war, or public trou- 


© bles; ſo that the heavy and numerous taxes that 
* now lay upon the nation, mult be perpetuated to 

the lateſt poſterity,” 
Then, entering upon particulars, they took no- 
tice of the artifice with which the accounts that lay 
before 
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before them were drawn up: That in order to ſwell 
that of the ſums ſaid to have been iſſued and applied 
towards the diſcharge of the public debts, incurred 
before Chriſtmas 1716, there was added to it aboye 
three millions, for the advanced price given in the 
year 1720, in order to make the irredeemables re. 
deemable, which could not properly be called a pay. 
ment of thoſe debts ; whereas, on the other hand, 

in the account of the preſent national debt, or of the 
increaſe of that debt ſince Chriſtmas 1716, ſeveral 
large ſums were omitted, particularly one million, 
raiſed upon the credit of the civil liſt, and ſeveral 
deficiencies on the land- tax, malt, and other funds, 
which certainly ſtill remained a public debt. 

Sir Robert Walpole, againſt whom thoſe objections 
and reflections were chiefly levelled, ſuſtained alone, 
and repelled the attacks of his antagoniſts, and, ina 
long ſpeech, having ſhewed the nature and ſtate of 
the public debts, and the operation and efficacy of 
the Sinking Fund, ſtrenuouſly maintained the aſſer- 

tion contained in the motion. The oppoſite party 
perceiving that the majority of the committee were 
convinced by his arguments, moved that Mr, Spea- 
ker ſhould reſume the chair, but, after ſome farther 
debate, the queſtion being put upon this ſecond mo- 
tion, it was carried in the negative, by 250 voices 
againſt 97 after which the queſtion being put upon 
the firſt motion, it was carried without dividing ; 
and the farther conſideration of the ſtate of the nation, 
in relation to the national debt, was put off to the 
Thurſday following, and then again to the next day. 

Accordingly on the 8th of March, the Commons, 
in a committee of the whole houſe, reſumed the 
conſideration of the national debt, and after a long 
debate came to three other reſolutions; which to- 
gether with the firſt, are as follow. 


Firſt, That the monies already iſſued and applicd 
towards diſcharging the national debts, 2 
; ore 
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fore Chriſtmas 1716, (together with the ſum of two 
hundred and twenty thouſand four hundred thirty- 
five pounds, ſixteen ſhillings and four pence three 
farthings, which will be iſſued at Lady-Day 1728, 
towards diſcharging the ſaid debts; ) amount to ſix 
millions, fix hundred forty-eight-thouſand, ſeven 
hundred ſixty-two pounds, five ſhillings and one 
penny farthing. 


Secondly, That the ſeveral national debts (includ- 
ing the debt of the navy, as it ſtood on the 3 f ſt day 
of December 1727) contracted and incurred ſince the 
25th day of December 1716, for anſwering and de- 
fraying the annual charges and expences of the pub- 
»ns lic, for the current ſervice of the ſeveral years ſince 
ne, che ſaid 25th day of December 1716, on the 8th 
na day of March 1727, amount to the ſum of two 
of millions, ſix hundred and five thouſand, five hun- 
of MW dred and forty-five pounds, ſixteen ſhillings and 
ſer- three farthings. 


ere Thirdly, That the national debt, contracted ſince 
en. the 25th day of December 1716, for or in reſpect of 
her WM the ſum advanced by the So- Sea company, putſu- 
no- ant to an act of the fifth year of his late Majeſty's 
ces Ml keign, for the liberty of increaſing their capital ſtock, 
on being ſo much thereof as was applied to the Sinking 
g; bnd, doth amount to the ſum of three hundred 
on, M'venty-eight thouſand fix hundred ſeventy- three 
the MW pounds, four ſhillings and ten pence halfpenny. 


ns, Fourthly,That the national debt, contracted ſince 
the te 25th day of December 1716, for making good 
og be yearly deficiencies of the general fund, from the 
to- etabliſnment thereof, to and for the year ending at 
Michaelmas 1726, the ſurplus whereof is applicable 
to the Sinking Fund, amounts to the ſum of ſeven 
icd ¶ hundred and three thouſand, ſeven hundred and forty 
be- WW pounds, fix ſhiflings and two pence halfpenny. 
ore Vor. IX. Aa On 
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On Tueſday the 12th of March, Sir Charles Turner 
having reported the abovementioned four reſolutions, 
the ſame occaſioned a long debate, which was chiefly 
managed by Mr. William Pulteney, on the one ſide, 
and Sir Robert Walpole on the other. 

Upon the whole matter, the firſt of the ſaid re. 
ſolutions being read a ſecond time; and a motion 
being made, and the queſtion being put, That the 
ſaid reſolution be re- committed, it paſſed in the ne- 
gative: After which the ſaid reſolution was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

The ſecond of the ſaid reſolutions being read a 
ſecond time, and a motion being made, and the 
queſtion being put, That the ſaid reſolution be re. 
committed? It paſſed in the negative: Then the 
ſaid reſolution was agreed to by the houſe. 

The third of the ſaid reſolutions being read a ſe. 
cond time, was agreed to by the houſe. 

The laſt of theſe ſaid reſolutions being read a ſe- 
cond time, was, with an amendment, agreed to by 
the houſe, and is as followeth, viz. 


Reſolved, That the national debt, contracted ſince 
the 25th day of December 1716, for making good 
the deficiencies of the general fund, from the eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, to and for the year ending at Mi- 
chaelmas 1726, the ſurplus whereot is applicable to 
the Sinking Fund, amounis to the ſum of ſeven hun- 
dred and three thouſand, ſeven hundred and forty 
pounds, ſix ſhillings and two pence halfpenny ; and 
that by virtue of two acts of. Parliament of the fifth 
year of his late Majeity, farther additions have been 
made to the capital ſtock of the South-Sea company, 
for making good ſeveral deficiencies of the original 
and additional funds of the ſaid company, ſettled 
and eſtabliſhed before the 25th day of December 
1716, amounting together to the ſum of two hun- 
dred ninety thouſand and twenty-eight pounds, nine: 
teen ſhillings and eleven halfpcnnyre 


The 
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The courtiers having carried their point ſo far, it 
was moved, and reſolved, nemine contradicente, That 
an humble repreſentation be made to his M ajeſty up- 
on the ſaid reſolutions, and upon the debate of the f 
houſe, laying before his Majeſtya particular account li 
of the national debts diſcharged and incurred ſince 
the twenty fifth day of December, 1716, diſtinguiſh- | 
ed under their proper heads and ſervices; witha ſtate | 
of the ſinking fund, and of the public credit : And | 
à committee was appointed to draw up the ſaid re- 
preſentation, to whom ſeveral papers, relating to 
that affair, were afterwards referred. 


Sir William Yonge reported from the committee 


appointed to draw up a repreſentation to be made | 
to his Majeſty, upon the reſolutions of the houſe, 1 
the twelfth of March laſt, and upon the debate of 
the houſe, laying before his Majeſty a particular | 


(+. WI account of the national debts diſcharged and incur- 
by red ſince the 25th day of December 1716, with a 

ſtate of the /nking-fund, and of the public credit; 
that they had drawn up the ſaid repreſentation, which 
he reported to the houſe, and delivered it in at the 


on table, where the ſame was twice read, and, (after a | 

* debate) with ſome amendments, agreed unto by the i 
Mi. houſe : Whereupon it was reſolved, that the ſaid | j 
. repreſentation be preſented ro his Majeſty by the [ 
; whole houſe. i 
un- | 
a On Tueſday the gth, Mr. Treaſurer acquainted the | 


ft houſe, that his Majeſty having been waited upon 
humbly to know when he would pleaſe to be attend- 
ed by this houſe, his Majeſty had been pleaſed to, 


appoint the next day, at two in the afternoon, at 


gina bis palace of St. Fames's. Accordingly, on the 1oth N 
* of April, the Commoys, in a body, waited upon his ? 
. Majeſty, with the ſaid humble repreſentalion, which, i 
nige: in ſubſtance, is as follows, 412. | : 


The Aa Repre- 
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Repreſentaticn of the houſe of Commons to the King, 


c HAT the Commons of Great Britain in 
0 Parliament aſſembled, having, for the ſake 


© of truth, and for the better information and ſatis. 
faction of all his Majeſty's good people, taken in- 
© to their conſideration the ſtate of the national debt, 
in regard to what debts have been diſcharged and 
paid off ſince the eſtabliſhment of the ſinking fund, 
© and what new debts have within the ſaid time 
© been incurred ; beg leave, to lay the ſame before 
his Majeſty. 

That the national debt of this kingdom, con- 
© tracted in carry ing on two long and expenſive wars, 
before the happy acceſſion of his Majeſty's late roya 
father to the crown, as it was a matter of the laſt 


conſequence to the nation, was become the carcand 


concern of all who wiſhed well to our preſent and 
future proſperity. This produced ſeveral conſide- 
< rations in Parliament, to find out and ſettle ſome 
means of putting this great debt into a method of 
being gradually reduced and diminiſhed ; and 4 
« finking fund was at laſt happily eſtabliſhed to ge- 
« neral ſatisfaction. This rat became immediately 
the favourite article in all Parliamentary conſide- 
rations relating to the public revenues, and was con- 
ſidered as a national intereſt, worthy of the higheſt 
regard and attention, which was by all poflible 
means to be cheriſhed and improved, and the pro- 
\« duce of it ſet apart, and kept diſtinct from all other 
ſervices and pur poſes, and was appropriated by Pu- 
liament, to pay f and diſcharge naticnal debts incar- 
red before the 26th day of December, 1716. That 
© hence aroſe that diſtinction in the public revenue: 
* which has ever ſince been ſo far continued and kept 
up, that the nation has ſeemed to have 1 diff. 
rent intereſts; one in the produce of the ſinking fund, 
for the diſcharge of he national debt; another, in 
the annual ſupplies granted to the crown, for cat. 
a , [4 ry 1ng 


8 


Pro- 


Mther 


Par- 


cur. 
That 


enuts 
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crying on the current ſervice of the year, but that 
ſeveral controverſies having of late years been ſtart- 
© ed concerning what real benefit had accrued to the 
© nation from the produce and application of the fink- 
ing fund, if conſidered and compared with new 
debts ſuppoſed to have been incurred within the 
«ſame time; the Commons, truly ſenſible of the 
(weight of this national debt, a burden of it ſelf ſuf- 
© kcient to create ſome uneaſineſs in the minds of the 
« people, without the help of any aggravations, or 
© miſrepreſentations, thought it a duty incumbent 
£ upon them ſo far to enter into the conſideration of 
« this important affair, as to examine and ſtate how 
much of the national debt incurred before the eng- 
th of December, 1716. had been attually paid off 
© or diſcharged ? And what new debts had been really 
«© contracted in ſupport of the public, and in carrying 
on the current ſervice of the ſeveral years fince that 
F time 
That it is well known with what content and 
© chearfulneſs his Majeſty's ſubjects have all along 
paid and contributed towards the annual intereſt of 
«& this national debt, incurred in ſecuring to them the 
ineſtimable bleſſings of his Majeſty's moſt auſpicious 
reign, and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in his illuſtrious 
© family, and in defence of their religion, liberties 
* and properties, which they thought could not be 
* purchaſed at too dear a rate: And from the time 
they had the comfort of having a ſinking fund, ſet- 
tled and eſtabliſhed, that gave them the proſpect 
and hopes of ſeeing this great debt gradually redu- 
ced and diſcharged it was a ſatisfaction that ren- 
dered the burden eaſy and light, and the people 
ſeemed even to forget the great expence they had 
been at: Happy in the free and full enjoy ment of 
all that was dear and valuable to them, the fruit and 
return of ſo much treaſure neceſſarily and uſefully 
employed. That notwithſtanding this flouriſhing 
' ſtate of the public credit, and the good effects of 
Aa 3 * this 


eats. i. 
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this happy ſituation, there were not wanting 7hoſ; 
« who attempted to diſturb the quiet and ſatisjefinn, 
that almoſt univerſally prevailed in the minds of 
the people, by publiſhing and promoting with the 
« greateſt induſtry moſt notorious miſrepreſentationg 
« of the true ſtate of our debts, and of the provi. 
« viſions made for the diſcharge of them, and by in- 
« fuſing groundleſs jealouſies and inſinuations, as if 
the produce of the ſinking fund had been but little 
© and inconſiderable, or that by wrong and imprudent 
t aſures, bad economy, neglect or miſmanagement, 
© unneceſſary expences had been made, and new debts 
« contracted, that not only equalled, but exceeded 
y ſeveral millions, the amount of the old debt; 
that had been diſcharged, 

That theſe artful inſinuations and miſrepreſents- 
tions ſerved to a double purpoſe, to make their 
fellow ſubjects reſtleſs and uneaſy under their pre. 
« ſent difficulties, by perſuading them they were end- 
< leſs and inextricable; and at the ſame time fo ap- 
« prehenſive of new engagements, that they might be 
prepared, rather to ſuffer all forts of inſults and in. 
« juries, than by endeavouring to do themſelves ju- 
« ſtice, to enter into new expences, every where re- 
© preſented as deſtructive and intolerable. That this 
« prevailing miſchief called for an immediate reme- 
dy, and made it neceſſary to enter into a ſtrict dif. 
« quiſition of the truth and certainty of theſe affairs, 
« that his Majeſty might be truly informed, and his 
faithful and well affected ſubjects have the fatis- 
faction to ſee, how groſly the world have been 
< impoſed upon, by theſe groundleſs miſrepreſen- 
* tations 3 and that his enefnies might be convin- 
* ced, that the wealth and power of Great Britain 
© are not ſo exhauſted, as to render this nation, under 


© his Majeſty's happy government, leſs conſiderable 


and formidable than in the time of any of his 


royal predeceſſors. 


That 


arms. DEBATES. 

« That the Commons obſerved that what gave a- 
ny foundation for the belief of theſe notorious 
« falſehoods, was the liberty which ſome miſin- 
« formed or ill-deſigning perſons had taken, from 
© the ſeveral alterations which had been made of 
late years in the ſhape or denomination of our pub- 
© lick debts, to make and publiſh imaginary ſtates 
© of the whole of thoſe debts, by putting fictitious 
© values upon them at their own will and pleaſure, 
and from thence making balances that might ſerve 
their purpoſe, but were not really true. But the 
© difficulties of making up this account in that 
© manner, with any certainty, made them carefully 
© avoid going into a method which might be at- 
© terwards liable to cavil and diſputes, accord- 
ing to the humour and caprice of the private o- 
* pinion of every man. That they might there- 
fore avoid, as much as poſſible, any doubt or 
« perplexity, they proceeded to ſtate the truth of 
© this fact, in a method that was plain, obvious, 
© and intelligible to the meaneſt capacity, and took 
© an account of the ſeveral national debts incurred be- 
fore the 25th day of December, 1716, which fince 
© that time had been actually paid ff or diſcharged ; 
and alſo an account of the ſeveral national debts 
© that fince that time had been contracted and were 
till ſubſiſting; upon comparing of which toge- 
© ther it would appear, whether the national debt 
© is, ſince the eſtabliſhment of the finking fund, 
t increaſed or decreaſed, and to what amount. 
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Having gone through this enquiry, they laid be. 
fore his Majeſty two accounts, the firſt of which 


is as followeth. 


An account of ſuch national debts incurred before 1þ; 
25th of December, 1716. as have been ſince dif- 


charged, viz. 


The capital ſum of 
| lottery annuities e- 
ſtabliſhed by the act 
3 Geo, 1. which 
creates the general 
fund, and the ſink- „ 4. 
ing fund was —— 9534357 13 114 
Of which there was 
ſubſcribed into S. S. 
ſtock - 8329571 10 © 
The remaider paid oe” l 
off is = — — 
Annuities at 5; J. per c. 
redeemable by Parl. 
and tr ansferrable at 
the bank of Eng- 
land, granted by an 
act 1 Geo, 1, for — 910200 00 00 
Of which there was 
ſubſcribed into S. S. 
ſtock — —— 706175 15 os 
The remainder paid 
off is * 
Other annuities of 
the ſame kind were 
granted, the ſame 
ear for 
Of which there was 
ſubſcribed into S. S. | 
ſtock 137526 06 08 
The remainder paid 
off is— — 
Annuities at 4 J. per c. 
redeemable by Parl. 
and transferrable at 


169000 oo oo 


2 


Debts diſcharged 


1 
1204786 03 4 


203824 ao 00 


31473 13 4 
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the bank of Eng- \Debre diſcharged. 4 
land, created for | 
tallies of Sol, ct 3. & 4 
Geo. 1. for - 947514 07 08 

Of which there was 
ſubſcribed into S. S. : 
ſock, — = 748555 19 05 | | 

The remainder paid „ i 
off s—. , — 198958 08 03 | 

The like annuity 
granted by ſundry 
acts for army de- 
bentures certified 
before the 21ſt of — 
Mar. 1719, for — 1603987 Od O1z 

Of — * was S 
ſubſcribed into S. S. 
ſtock — 1210792 13 08 

The remainder paid 
off is — — 393194 14 055 | 

3 The principal ſum re- f 

N maining due at | ö 

* mas 1716, on | 

ttery 1713, was 599210 OO oo 

Of which — was - i | 
ſubſcribed into S. S. | i 

ſtock —— 464990 00 00 * 

The remainder paid 1 

off is — — 134220 oo oo 9 

The like on lottery, | 

Anno, 1714 18121000 o oo q 

00 Of which there was 1 
ſubſcribed into S. S. 

1403970 90 OO | 


* 


ved, 


The remainder paid F 
off is — — 408130 ©0 oo q 
The Exchequer orders | 
for army deben- 
tures certified ſince 
the 21ſt of _— i 
1719. are pai % 
' of. being !⸗łw„ék8Fh̃ 348939 12 064 7 


[1 
'The 4 
/ + 
. 7Y 
=_ 
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The deficiency of the . s. d. D . A. 
duty on ns: An- bond 78 4charged, 17 
10 1711, which was ge 
directed by act of gr 
wes pc to be E=s 5 W. 

aid off, was — GIST 3 W; 

The like of the E. In- | 4 - * ſu 
dia company's fund to 
ſtated to Chriftmas, — 4 m 
17 16. and paid out 1 . 
of ſinking fund, was —' m — 17 0 th 

T Gn = cent, | * 50 
annuities in the ; be 
million lottery, | of 
which were return- 1— 0 01 
ed as caſh into the Tod | Tot 
Excheg. and which . . i 
were by an act, 13 | Th 
Geo. 1. applied to of + | c 

diſcharge Nevis de- 4 t 
bentures, were— — —| 103272 10 00 Th 

The principal ſum | b. 
ſtanding out in Ex- | & 
chequer bills on Dec. 1 
25, 1726, was —4561025 00 o tc 

Intereſt and premium 2:2 pl 
due thereon — 35159 15 7 #| I; 

mins _ p. 

Total debt in Exche- : | . 
quer bills —4596184 15 7 f t 

Of which two 8 | m 

millions were t a 

converted into 1 An 

a bank annui- : We r 

at 5 J. per c. e 

b. the xa | Ol 
eo. I. ſo de- I. , pe 

duct that — 2000000 | In 

* towards di/- | ſi 

charging the te 

reſt of theſe | 30 

bills, 500000 J. | in 

was raiſed by bi 

2 lottery, An. 5 

d 
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1719, and char- Debts diſcharged- 
ged on the Ag- | 


gregate Fd, of 
which 441700 J. 
was afterward 
ſubſcribed in- 
to and ſtill re- | 
mains part of | 
S. S. ſtock and 

the remaining 

58300 J. has 

been ſince paid 

off, ſo deduct 0 
on] 4417 00 | 

Total of theſe deduc- l. a 
tions 2441700 oo oo 

The remainder is net 


| 

i 
debt on this Head | J. d | 
f 


5. 4. 
that is paid of.äwꝛa²m 2154484 17 85 
0 The Duty on Coals for 
building of Churches. | 
Sc. granted before 7 
1716, for ſeveral 
terms of years, to ex- 
pire at Michaelmas, 
1725, and the whole 
produce of that duty 
was appropriated for 
thoſe ſervices which 
may be eſtimated as 4 
a debt, at 1716 of, — 540000 OO OO 
Anno 1719, 360000 /. 
was granted for theſe 
ſervices, to be raiſcd 
on a fund of 210001. 
per An. for 32 years, 
in lieu of the provi- 
ſion by the former 
terms, and of that 
360000 J. there re- 
mains undiſcharged 
but 
The remainder 
be eſtimated ſo muc 


debt diſcharged— 340860 0 oo 
The 


193140 oO oo 
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The debt of the navy 
as ĩt ftood on the 3 iſt 
Decemb. 17 16, deduc- 
ting the ellects in the 


treaſurer's hands, was 1043336 15 8 9; 


Deduct thereout the 
ſum then uniſſued 
on this head of the 
fupplies, Anno 1716, 
afterwards provided 
for by 4 J. per Cent. 
annuities, part of the 
tallics of Sol ſubſcrib- 
ed into and ſtill re- 
maining in South- 
Sea frock ———— 

The remainder is the 
get debt of the nayy 


334239 16 


at 1716. 
299251. 4s. Id. per In. 
of the ſhort Annuit. ro- 
maining unſubſcribed 
into South-ſea ſtock, 
which being valued 
at 14 years purchaſe, 
the rate at which 
they were ſubſcribed 
into South-ſea ſtock, 
Anno 1720, make a 
debt at 1716. of —— 
Dedyct the preſent va- 
tue of theſe annuities, 
in which there were 
but 14 years 3 quar- 
ters to come to Chri/t- 
mas, 1727. at 10 
years purchaſe. 
I be remainder is ſo 
much debt diſchar- 


418952 17 02 


299252 OO 10 


ged. 


| 


| 


Total debts diſcharged 6648762 c5 035 


— — C  — _— I 


. 5. . 
70909b 19 of 


119700 16 o; 
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« The Commons obſerve firſt, That in the ſtating 
« of this account, the articles ſtated therein by way 
« of eſtimate, are the intereſt and premium ſaid to 
be due on the Exchequer bills, the debt for the 
© building of churches, and the value of the differ- 
© ence in the terms for the ſhort annuities ; which 
« articles are ſo ſmall, in reſpect of the whole, that 
©any alteration in thoſe eſtimated values would 
make no material difference in the real increaſe or 
« decreaſe of the whole debt. 

« Secondly, That all the articles in this account are 
ſtated as the debts ſtood on the twenty- fifth of 
December 1716, except the firſt articles of the lot- 
 tery annuities, which is ſtated at the ſum that was 
made principal at Micbaelmas, 1717, by the act 
© that habliſied the general fund, and the ſinking 
fund, from which time only the ſinking fund com- 
© menced, for which reaſon, no credit is taken in 
this account for any principal money paid off in 
part of the four lotteries, comprehended in that 
« ſum, between Chriſtmas, 1716, and Michaelmeas, 
©1517, Nor is any thing charged therein for the 
© deficiencies of funds, ſtanding out at Chriſtmas, 
© 1716, and unprovided for, although the deficien- 
« cies of three of thole lottery funds only amounted, 
© at Lad)-lay, 1717, to above two hundred and ſe- 
« venty thouſand pounds; ſo that notwithſtanding 
upon the ſubſcription of thoſe lotteries into re- 
deemable annuities, one quarter's intereſt due 
© thereon between Midſummer and Michaelmas, 1717. 
was made principal, amounting to 1408841. 65. 
+ 34. 19. or thereabouts, yet the ſame was much 
© ſhort of the deficiencies then incurred on thoſe 
funds, and therefore properly charged among the 
« debts incurred before the twenty- fifth of December, 
©1710. 

. they farther obſerve upon the article of 
the ſhort annuities remaining unſubſcribed, which 

© are 


—— —_—_——— Fo — — x — A — 
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are ſtated at 29925 J. 4s. 1 d. per Annum, thy 
it appears the real ſum did amount to but 243350 
17 5. per Aunnm; which miſtake did ariſe by a 
miſ-recital in the act of the ſixth year of his Mi. 
jeſty's late royal father, which difference, beine 
valued at the ſame rate that the whole annuities 
are herein valuedat, makes a difference of 223 570 
85. 4d. to be deducted out of the total ſum of 
the debts diſcharged. The next account is as fol. 
oWs : 


ET OE EY Th IE wy, 


An account of national debts incurred ſince the 25th of 
December 1716, and now ſubſiſting. 


By South-ſea ſtock for 
ſo much of the mo- 
ney agreed to bead- 
vanced by the South- 
ſea company, on the 
ſubſcription of the 
lottery, 1710, as was 
recounted or deduct 
ed by them, purſuant 
to the act 5 George J. 
for making good the 
deficiency of their | 
original and addi- 
tional funds, v1z. 
For the deficiency of 
their original fund 


for two _— en- E OP 
ding at Midſummer, | | | 
1719. 141547 19 OI; 8 


For ditto, for 1 quarter 
at Chriſtmas, 1719. 14846 18 08 
For the deficiency of | 
their additional fund 
for two quarters en- 
ding at Midſummer, 8 
1719. — — 25831 04 10 


182226 02 O7 
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By ſo much of the 5 1. | 
zl, Cent. annuities, q 
ſa (created by virtue of 
la. a clauſe in the land- 
no tax act, 5 Geo. I. for 
% lacing to the trea- 
replacing ea 


ſurer of the navy 1 
7. the fum he had iſ- | 
of ſued to the South-fea 4 
ol company for mak- 
ing good the defici- 
encyof their original 
of fund at Adidſum, 
1718) as was ſub- 
ſcribedintoSouth-ſea 
ſock, the remain- 4 
der being paid off 107802 17 04z 
Total debts contracted 
for making good the | 
. deficiences of the | | 
South-ſea compa- 8 
ny's funds ——— — 290029 O 0 
By South-ſea ſtock for 
ſo much of the mo- 
ney agreed to be ad- 
vanced by the South- 
ſea company, on the 
ſubſcription of lot- 
tery, 1710, purſuant | 
to the act 5 Geo, I. 
as was paid by them ; | 
into the Exchequer, 
and applied ro the 
ſinking fund ———— — 328673 4 10z 
By annuities at 40. per 
Cent, redeemable by 
Parliam. charged on 
theduty on wrought 
plate by the act 6 7 
Geo. I. 
By the benefit tickets in 
lottery, 17 19, charg- 
ed on the duty on 
coals 5 Geo, I. for 500000 00 00 | 


— 1 312000 00 Oe 


Of 
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Of which there has I. s. 4. 


been paid off 65 395 00 00 

The remainder was w_ 
ſubſcribedintoSouth- 44 
ſea ſtock — 434605 oo 00 


By Exchequer bills 
ſtanding out and 
charged on the duty 
on victuallers by the 


act 12 Geo. I. — — . 486600 oo oo 


bills charged on ſur- 
= _- coals 13 


eo. I. — — 1 338800 oo og 
By the debt of the na- x 
vy as it ſtood on the 
iſt of December, 
17 27, deducting the 
be in — hands of 
the treaſurers 1937022 © I 
Dedu& the ſum then 1 * 
uniſſued to the trea- 
ſurer of the navy, of 
the ſupplies, Anno 
1727, which has 
been ſince iſſued to 
him 199742 02 6. ⁰ð !!ꝶ 
The remainder is the 
net debt on this head 


1737281 02 31 
Total of theſe debts— 3927988 7 11 


From theſe two accounts, they preſume moſt 

* humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, That the ſe- 
© veral national debts incurred before the twenty- 
© fifth of December, 1716, which have been ſince 
« diſcharged, after deducting the before-mentioned 
* ſum of 22,3571. 8 5. 4 d. do amount in the whole 
© to the ſum of ſix millions ſix hundred and twenty- 
fix thouſand four hundred and four pounds, ſixteen 
* ſhillings, and nine pence half-penny : And that 
© the ſeveral national debts incurred ſince the faid 
6 twenty- 
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i rwenty-fifth day of December, 1516, and now ſub- 
© fiſting, amount together to the ſum of three mil- 
«lions nine hundred twenty-ſeven thouſand nine 
chundred eighty- eight pounds, ſeven ſhillings, and 
« one penny three farthings; which being deducted 
out of the amount of the debts diſcharged; the diffe- 
i rence is ſo much real decreaſe of the national debt 
ſince the twenty-fifth day of December, 1716, 
i being two.millions ſix hundred ninety-eight thou- 
© ſand four hundred and fixteen pounds, nine ſhil- 
lings, and ſeven pence three farthings. And that 
i the ſtate of the new- cantracted debts may appear 
© in a true light, they think it neceſſary, for the 
© better information of his Majeſty, to diſtinguiſh 
them under the proper heads of ſervices, for which 
they were contracted, and by way of explanation, 
to obſerve, that a conſiderable part of the new- 
contracted debt, amounting to the ſum of 503,740). 
63. 2d. 2 g. was occaſioned by the annual provi- 
ſions made by Parliament for making good the 
yearly deficiencies of the general fund, to and 
« for. the ycar ending at Mzchaelmas, 1726, pur- 
t ſuant to the directions of the act eſtabliſhing the 
' general fund, the ſurplus whereof compoſes part 
' of the ſinking fund, and by theſe means the ſink- 
ing fund has received annually ſome proportion 
out of the ſupplies of the year. And that the far- 
' ther ſum of 290,029 J. has been raiſed by new- 
' trated debts, and is included therein, for making 
good at ſeveral times the deficiences of tlie origi- 
nal and additional funds of the Seuth-ſea compa- 
ny; which two ſums amounting together to the 
' ſum of 993,766 J. 6 5. 2 d. 2.9. having been 
applied towards making good deficiencies of the 
general fund, and other funds eſtabliſhed before 
the twenty fifth day of December 1716, ought to 
be diſtinguiſhed from the national debt incurred 
ſince that time. As likewiſe the ſum of 328, 673 /. 
45. 10 d. 2 g. another part of the ſaid new- con- 
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tracted debts, which was occaſioned by ſtock crea. 
ted for ſo much of the money to be advanced by 
the South. ſea company, upon the enlargement of 
their capital ſtock, by the ſubſcription of the 
tickets in the lottery Anno 1710, purſuant to an 
act of the 5th George I. as was * into the Ex. 
chequer ; and as the ſame was applied to the uſes 
of the ſinking fund, and no part of it to any other 
public ſervices, this ſum ought alſo to be diſtin. 
© guiſhed from the reſt of the debts contracted ſince 
© the eſtabliſhment of the ſinking fund: Which 
three ſums making together theſum of 1,322,442, 
1 * rd. and being deducted _ of the ſaid ſum 
© of 3,927, 988 J. 75. 1d. 34. the remaining ſum 
* 5 185 od. Eck. is the whole national 
debt that has been contracted, for anſwering or 
« defraying the annual charges and expences of the 
public, for the current ſervice of the ſeveral years 
* fince the 25th day of December, 1716, including 
therein the whole debt of the navy, as it ſtood on 
© the 31ſt day of December 1727. 

| © Tharfarther,to obviate any objections that may 
be made to the ſtating of the account of the na. 
tional debts, contracted and incurred ſince the 25th 
© of December 1716, and ſtill fubſiſting, it is proper 
© to obſerve, that no notice is taken therein ofthe 
< debts by loans or Exchequer bills, on the annual 
land- tax, or malt-daties ; becauſe, as thoſe loans or 
bills are weekly diſcharged out of the produce of 
thoſe taxes, and as often as any deficiencies happen 
© thereon, they, as well as the deficienciesof grants, 
© are not ſuffered to remain as debts, but are con- 
« ſtantly from year to year diſcharged, by being 
made part of the ſupphes granted for the current 
« ſervice of the ſubſequent years; and according 
< proviſion has been already made for ſuch of them 
as can be any ways aſcertained out of the ſupplies 
© for the ſervice of the year 1728 ; therefore they 
5s were not proper to be brought into this account, 
« Having 
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"WM « Having thus humbly repreſented to his Majeſty 
e true ſtate of the decreaſe of the national debts 


bliſnment of the ſinking fund, with the occaſions 
end ſervices for which the ſeveral new debts have 
been incurred; they beg leave to lay before his 
(Majeſty the circumſtances this nation was in, with 
regard to the national debt, before the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the ſinking fund, and what happy con- 
(ſequences have ariſen from the eſtabliſhment 
(thereof, 
That at the acceſſion of his Majeſty's Iate royal 
father to the throne of theſe realms, a great part 
of che public debts conſiſted of abſolute annuities 
granted for very long terms of years, which were 
only to be diſcharged by the wearing out of thoſe 
terms; other great parts thereof were the capital 
ſtocks of the Bank, the South-ſea, and India com- 
panies, at very high intereſt ; other debts were 
charged upon particular funds appropriated to pa 
off and difchargethe ee monies with intere 
e 


ears 
ing 
| on 


may atvery high rates, in courſe, to multitudes of peo- 
* ple both at home and abroad; other great parts 
„ thereof were in Exchequer bills, circulated and ex- 


She changed at very high rates, for intereſt; premium, 
and charges; and the debts of the army, which 
were very conſiderable, were not then liquidated, 
nor had any proviſion at all then been made for 


nual 
ns Ol 


tea te diſcharge of them. Beſides this, the funds 
PP WF themſelves appropriated for theſe debts were moſt 
po of them deficient z ſo far would they have been 


* from being leſſened to any degree, that new burdens 
ing g muſt have been laid on the nation, for ſecuring the 


a yy" debts unprovided for. That ſoon after his late 
2 Majeſty's acceſſion, an unnatural rebellion broke 
| 105 out, during which not only all thoughts for any 
jw method for the more ſpeedy payment of our debts 


vere of neceſſity ſuſpended, but new and heavy 
wh Bb 2 « debts 


count. 


aving 


* 


ſince the 25th of December 1716, and the eſta- 


371 


372 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 128. 
© debts were contracted; and in the year 1715, an” 


© nuities at five pounds per Cent. redeemable by 


Parliament, were ſold for 1,079,000/. beſides 2 
« conſiderable addition to the capital ſtock of the 
« South-ſea company. But no ſooner was that re- 
< bellion defeated, and the fears of the people re. 
© moved, but the Parliament immediately began to 
< fet about the great work of putting the national 
< debt ina method of being ſooner diſcharged, with 
< honour and juſtice: And in the year 1717 the 
foundation was laid, by eſtabliſhing the ſinking 
fund, the conſequences and advantages whereof will 
© beſt appear by conſidering what it is, and by what 
means it was perfected. 
That the only methods that could be thought 
« of for paying off the national debts, muſt be, 
either by improving and augmenting the produce 
© of the funds already ſettled for the payment of the 
principal and intereſt ; or by granting new taxes 
and impoſitions upon the people; or by a reduc- 
tion of the intereſt made payable on the ſeveral 
« debts: And as the firſt method would have been 
© found not ſufficient to anſwer this deſirable end, 
© and the ſecond would have been very grievous and 
© burthenſome to the people; the principal method 
© that was 4 en thought expedient, and moſt free 
© from obje@ions, was to reduce the high intereſt 
© and other Charges payable on all the public debts; 
but as great part of thoſe debts were not ſubject to 
any power of redemption, and as none of them 
« were redeemable, but on payment of the principal 
money, it manifeſtly appeared, that ſuch a recuc- 
tion could never be made, without the voluntary 
« conſent of the proprietors of ſuch as were irre 
deemable, or a legal tender to the others of their 
principal money, both which ſeemed, at that time 
© almoſt impracticable: But by an extraordinar 
* zeal and application to the publie ſervice, me - 
Ss « ficu 
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© ficulty was ſurmounted with reſpect to the whole 
« of the debts that were then redeemable, by pro- 
© curing not only the voluntary conſent of the Sourh- 
© ſea company to the reduction of the intereſt on 
their whole capital ſtock, then conſiſtingof ten mil- 
lions, from 6 /, to 51. per Cent. and of the Ban to 
© alike reduction on an annuity then payable to them, 
in reſpect of a ſum of upwards of 1,778, ooo l. 
and to a great abatement in their allowances for 
© circulating Exchequer bills, then amounting to more 
© than 4,500,000 4. at an annual charge of above 
l. per Cent. But alſo by engaging thoſe corpo- 
© rations to furniſh ſufficient ſums for pay ing the 
principal money to ſuch of the proprietors of other 
© redeemable debts, amounting to more than nine 
© millions, as would not voluntarily chuſe toaccept 
© an intereſt at 5 J. per Cent. for the future. 

That this proviſion being made, the Act paſſed 
for eſtabliſhing the general fund, whereby the 
* proprietors of certain debts therein mentioned, all 
© carrying an intereſt at 6 J. per Cent. had their 
free election, either to accept an intereſt at 5 J. per 
Cent. per Annum, or to receive their principal mo- 
* ney; and ſo general was the ſatisfaction of all the 
* proprietors, that ſew and very inconſiderable ſums 
vere demanded to be paid off; but the principal 
* ſums that were voluntarily reduced to 5 l. per Cent. 
* amounted to 9,392,311 J. 4 5. 2 d. 2 . or there- 
abouts; and by this methodmore than 23, Soo, oool. 
vas at once voluntarily reduced from 64. per Cent. 
* or upwards, to g; J. per Cent. which was an annual 
* faving of above 320, oo l. 


That by the ſame act, not only the ſurplus of 
* this general fund, but the ſurpluſſes of ſeveral other 


funds were appropriated to the diſcharge of na- 
tional debts contracted before the 2 5th of December, 
©1726; And this was the beginning and eſtabliſh- 
ment of the ſinking fund. That from this happy 


event aroſe ſuch general ſatisfaction in all degrees ot 
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people, that tho? the intereſt of the public debts was 
reduced, and the proprietors received a leſs income 
from them than before; yet their ſecurity for their 
capital being ſo much mended, the rate or price 
for the purchaſe of theſe debts ſoon advanced to 
* a much higher value than they were at before 
the reduction; and it was eaſy to foreſee that, 
in proceſs of time, a farther reduction might 
© have been made, by the ſame juſt and honours. 
ble methods, without any extraordinary adyan- 
tages to be granted for the effecting it. * 

That had this method (begun and executed ſo Ii . 
* fucceſsfully,and with ſuch ſatisfact ion) been farther . P 
< purſued ad without interruption, the dangerous 2 
and miſchievous part of the late South-ſea ſcheme * 
© might have been avoided, and yet the farther re- 2 
© duction of intereſt might have been obtained, and WI | * 
taken place much ſooner than it has done by * 
the execution of that ſcheme, But that now, at 1 
length, not only the reduction from 57. to 41. per 1 
cent. ſettled by the South-ſea act has taken place, but MW . 
a voluntary reduction hath alſo boen made by the . 
© bank of England, from 5 1. to 41. per cent. Intereſt . 
© or annuities for two principal ſums belonging to 5 
* them, amounting together to upwards af 
* 3,775,000/. And by theſe ſeveral reductions, afar- W * 
ther addition is made to the finking fund of more » 
than 377,000. per Annum from Mi unmer laſt; 
* that by all theſe means, and by the ſayings of 
© intereſt of the debts that have been already diſ- 
charged, and by ſeyeral wiſe proviſions for the 
improvement of the funds themſelves, this 
* fund is ren to and may be reaſonably eſtimated 
© to 1, 200, ooo. per Annum or thereabouts, and 

vill be every year increaſing from the farther ſay- 

ings of the intereſt of the remaining deb, from 

time to time, a: they ſhall paid be otf. But if any 


ching were farther neceſſary to demon te tae 
* ummed!are and certain advantages that hay? ac- 
3 | « ciued 
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crued to the public, from the methods uſed and e- 
« ſtabliſhed to diſcharge the national debts, it is ſuf- 
« ficient only to reflect, that the intereſt of the great- 
« eſt part ofthe debt, being now actually reduced from 
© 61, to 44, per Cent. makes a ſaving of one third of 
the intereſt of ſuch debt, which being in the hands 
and poſſeſſion of the government, and applicable, 
* fromtime to time, to the diſcharge of the principal, 
makes à gain and profit to the public equal to the 


diſcharge of one third of ſuch principal. And if 


* the amount of the produce of the ſinking fund did 


appear originally to be about 400, oool. per Annum 


only, the produce of the ſaid fund being now raiſed 
to about 1, 200, ooo i. per Annum, the additional ſum 


« of 800,0001 per Annum tothe ſinking fund, which 
is juſt a much gained by the public, if valued at 


© 26 years purchale, at which rate all annuities are 
* now-Qureently ſold, makes a real profit to the pub- 
ic amounting to twenty millions. 

That this is the happy ſtate of the ſinking fund 
taken ſeparately and by icſelf: But if we caſt our 
eyes upon the ſtate of our public credit in general, ic 
muſt be an additional ſatis faction to us, that by pre- 
ſerving the public faith inviolable, by thedilcharge 
© of the old Excheguer bills, and the reduction of 
* the high intereſt on all our ſtanding debts, the 
* whole credit that is taken on the annual funds for 
carrying on the current ſervice of the year is, and 
may be ſupplied, for the future, at 3 J. per Cent. or 
* leſs, for intereſt, premium and charges, by Ex- 
* chequer bills created juſt as the occaſions of the 
public require, withoutany loans, or beingobliged 
to any perſons for money to be advanced or lent 
on the credit of them; and ſo far is the public 
from being under the former neceſſities of allowing 
* extravagant intereſt, premiums, or diſcounts for 
* any money they want; that the only conteſt now 
among the creditors of the public is, that every 
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one of them deſires to be the laſt in courſe of pay. 
... 1440 | | 

Permit us then, (/ay they in the concluſion) moſt 
+ gracious Sovereign, to congratulate your Majeſty 
on the comfortable proſpect we now have before 
: if * the many difficulties this 
nation has laboured under ſince the happy acceſſion 
of your Majeſty's late royal father to the throne, 
notwithſtanding the unnatural rebellion which 
* ſoon after broke out, and the many heinons plots G 
and conſpiracies which have ſince been formed MW 7 ( 
and carried on, for overturning the religion and I 
< liberties of our country, and the Proteſtant ſuc. 


eo 
« ceſſion in your moſt illuftrious family; the many = 
< diſturbances which have ariſen, and the uncer- MW tbr: 


* tain and embroiled condition of the affairs of Ei- 
rope, not a little fomented and encouraged by the Wl cre: 
< falſe intelligence, and malicious infinuations, W an 
* which have been induſtriouſly ſpread abroad by 
* your Majeſty's and our enemies, of the uncaſy 
© and y_ ſtate of our affairs at home, as if 
that — rendered it almoſt impoſſible for this na- 
tion effectually to exert themſelves, in defence of 
* their own uſt rights and poſſeſſions, and for e- 
< ſtabliſhing and ſecuring the public peace and tran- 
< quillity ; if notwithſtanding theſe and many other 
< difficulties which we laboured under, and while 
the Sinking Fund was yet in its infancy, and fo 


< diminiſh the national debts ſo much already, what 
* may we not hope for, in regard to a ſpeedy and 
+ fenſible diſcharge of them for the future, now the 
* Sinking Fund is ſo greatly increaſed, and our pub- 
lic credit in ſo flouriſhing a condition. 

«* The finiſhing and perfecting this great work 
* ſeems ta be à peculiar glory reſerved for your Ma. 
* jeſty's reign. From your known goodneſs and 
* wiſdom, the preſent age may promiſe themſelves 
+ the certain and immediate benetit of your Majelly's 
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+ particular regard to the public credit, and your 
« univerſal care and concern for the eaſe and happi- 

« neſs of your people, which our lateſt poſterity 
* muſt remember and acknowledge with duty and 
s gratitude,” 


To this repreſentation, the King was pleaſed to re- 
turn the following moſt gracious anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 
1 Cannot but be verywell pleaſed with this repreſenta- 


tion, which muſt give general ſatisfaftion to all my — 


people, by removing thoſe groundleſs jealouſies and ap- 
prebenſions which have been propagated and diſperſed 
throughout the kingdom. 

The happy effects of the flouriſhing ſtate of the public 
credit are too ſenſibly felt and ſeen, not to be confeſſed 
and acknowledged by every body. 

And the proviſion made for gradually diſcharging 
the national debt, is now become ſo certain and conſi- 
derakle, that nothing, but ſome unforeſeen event, can 
alter or diminiſh it : Which gives us the faireſt proſpett 
of ſeeing the old debts diſcharged, without any neceſſity 
of incurring new ones. 

And you may be aſſured, That it ſhall be my parti- 
cular care and ſtudy to maintain and preſerve the 
public credit, to improve the Sinking Fund, and to 
avotd all occaſions of laying any new burdens upon my 
people. - Sa 


On Mondaythe 16th, feveral papers that had been 
called for, were laid before the Commons, who or- 
dered, 1/f, That the houſe be called over upon 
Thurſday the 2d day of May next. 2dly, That ſuch 
members as ſhould not then attend the ſervice of the 
houſe, be ſent for in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms 
attending this houſe. Then the houſe reſumed the 
adjourned debate upon the report from the commit- 
tec appointed to ſearch precedents, in relation to a 

petl- 
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petitioner claiming a ſeat in this houſe for one place Clare 
and who is afterwards elected for another place, pend. jeſty | 
ing ſuch petition; and alſo precedents in caſesof ſuch Ml h 
election, where the firſt election is controvertcs, MN wa 
upon the petition of the electors, | 11 
Upon which it was reſolved, That a perſon peil. J bene 
tioning, and thereby claiming a ſeat in this houſe Ml en 
for one place, is capable of being elected and return. rad 
ed for another place, pending ſuch petition. ng 
On Monday the 6th of May, Sir Paul Methuen, the 
Treaſurer of the houſhold, delivered to the houſe of I be 
Commons a meſſage, in writing, ſigned by bis 
Majeſty, which was read by Mr. Speaker, as fol. the 


lows, viz. » ret 


GEORGE RX. 

$ Majeſty being under ſome engagements, enter. 

ed into, and concerted, with the advice and con. 
currence of the laſt Parliament, for ſecuring the trad: 
and navigation of this kingdom, and for reſtor ing and 
preſerving the peace of Europe; and having been ena. 
bled to anſwer and defray the charges and expence 
thereof, as far as they have hitherto become due and 
payable, and there being ſtill wanting à ſum not ver) 
confiderable, to perfe and fulfil theſe obligations, ri. 
lying upon the duty and affection of bis Common, 
hopes they will enable him to diſcharge ſuch engage- 
ments, as ſtill remain unſatixfied upon this bend if 


gervice. 


Many members appeared ſurprized at this unex- 
pected meſſage; but the conſideration of it was put 
off to the next day. 

Then the houſe took into conſideration his Ma. 
jeſty's moſt. gracious meſſage of the day before, and 
after a long debate, in which warm ſpeeches paſſed i. 
between too great men, it was at laſt reſolved, by « 
a majority of 237 voices apainſt 101, 1½, That an 

humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to de. 
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dare the duty and fidelity of this houſe to his Ma- 
jeſty, and the intire confidence which they repoſe 
n his royal care of and goodneſs to his people; and 
Abo affure his Majeſty, that this houſe will enable his 
Majeſty to anſwer and defray the charges and ex- 
pences that ſtill remain unſatisfied, of the engage - 
ments entered into and concerted, for ſecuring the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom, and for reſtor- 
ing and preſerving the peace of Europe. 2dly, That 
the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty by the 
whole houſe. | 

The next day, (May 8) the Commons preſented 
the ſaid addreſs to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed to 
return the following moſt gracious anſwer, viz. 


379 


Gentlemen, | 


: Return you my thanks for this very dutiful and affec- The K 
* | tionate addreſs , and you may be aſſured that the ufer. 
%, onfidence you repoſe in me, ſhall be employed for the 

1; Wl lic good, and ſupport of the common cauſe. 


| On the 28th of May, the King came to the houſe 
„Lords, with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and 

the Commons being ſent for up, and attending, his 
© WY Majeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to ſe- 
. veral public and private bills, - 


d of After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to make the 
blowing moſt gracious ſpeech to both houſes, viz. 


My Lerds and Gentlemen, 
———_ T HE diſpatch you have given to the public rue xi: 
5 put þ buſineſs, and the advanced ſeaſon of the year, ſpecch. 


TY þ make it proper for me to put an end to this ſeſſion 
of Parliament. 


* The zeal and unanimity which you have ſhewn 

* in all your proceedings, in regard to the true inte- 
* reſt of your country, and in ſupport of the common 
* cauſe, have fully anſwered my expectations, and 
Will 
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£ will, I am perſuaded, give general ſatisfaction 
© here at home, and cannot fail of having their due 
« weight and influence abroad. | 

I expect very ſoon to hear that the congreſs is 
* opened. The preliminary articles having laid 
* ſo good a foundation for a general pacification, ] 
hope all parties will bring with them ſuch fa. 
< yourable diſpoſitions, for finiſhing and perfecting 
this deſirable work, that we ſhall ſoon ſee a happy 
© concluſion of this important tranſaction, with that 
« ſatisfation to me and my allies, which may rea. 
< ſonably be expected from the juſtice of our cauſe, 
and the mutual confidence which is eſtabliſhed 
© among us. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 
I return you my thanks for the effectual ſup. 
c —_ you have raiſed for the ſervice of the year, 
The prudent application you have made of the 
produce of the Sinking Fund, will contribute to 
© the ſupportof the publiccredit, and the power you 
© have given me of borrowing five hundred thou- 
« ſandpoundsfor thediſchargeofthe ſeamen's wages, 
vill meet with univerſal approbation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
- © It is unneceſſary for me to recommend in any 
particular manner to your care, the preſeryation 


of the public peace in your ſeveral ſtations and 
countries: Your own inclinations will naturally 


© lead you, by a due execution of the laws, and a 
faithful adminiſtration of juſtice, to promote, 
< upon all occafions, the — and proſperity of 
* my people.” * — * 

Then the Lord Chancellor by his Majeſty's 
command, prorogued the Parliament to Thurſday 
the 8th day of Auguſt next, 
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ations on the Britiſh colonies and merchant-ſhips in 
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Second ſeſſion of the third Septennial Parlia- 


ment. 


CARCE ever any Parliament met at a more criti- 
cal juncture than this ſeſſion. The Britiſb nation 
had, for many years paſt, been in a ſtate of uncer- 
tainty 3 ſcarce knowing friends from foes, or, in- 
deed, whether we had either. The Quadruple al- 
liance, which ſeemed calculated to rectity the trea- 
ty of Utrecht, by over-ſhooting the mark, had a 
contrary effect; tor, by throwing too much power 
into the Emperor's ſcale, it weighed down the ba- 
lance of Europe on his fide. On the other hand, 
tho! the King of Spain came, or rather was forced 
into this new fcheme, yet he brought both his old and 
freſh reſentments tothe congreſsof Cambray; which, 


with much difficulty, was ſet on foot, under the miſ- 


matched mediation of Great-Britain and France : 
And being, ſoon after, exaſperated by a perſonal 
affront from the moſt Chriſtian King, who ſent back 
into Spain the Infanta, to whom he was, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner betrothed, and yet married another 


Princeſs ; he rather choſe to throw himſelf into the 


hands of a generous enemy, than to depend upon 
uncertain, overbearing, and inſulting friends, 

This produced the treaty of Vienna, which, in 
England, being highly reſented, and repreſented as 
portentous to Ge liberties and tranquillity of Europe, 
and threatning, in particular, the trade, and even 
the ſucceſſion of Great-Britain, begot the counter- 
treaty of Hanover: But theſe unnatural conjunctions 
having no real cement, and being moſtly made up 
of different, if not inconſiſtent intereſts, had no other 
effect, than to encourage the Spaniards to inſiſt on a 
conditional promiſe for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, 
and under that pretence, to lay ſiege to that place, 
and to commit all manner of hoſtilities and depre- 


the 


blocked up, they at laſt ſeemed to comply with the 
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the Weſt-Indies. By the ſeaſonable ſuccours ſent to 
Gibraltar, the indefatigable vigilance and induſtry of 
the commanders and engineers, the unparallelled re- 
ſolution and valour of the garriſon, and the conſtant 
alliſtanee of a Britiſb ſquadron, that important poſ- 
ſeſſion was maintained, againſt all the efforts of the 
flower of the Spaniſh troops, ſupported by a ſtu. W. 
pendous artillery. But we were not equally tucceſs- a 
tul in America, where our admirals being, in ſome be 
meaſure, reſtrained and ſtinted to particular ſervices . ® 
and ſtations, could but faintly and occaſionally «If 
tect our trade, During this ſtruggle, our allies W h 
looked on, if not altogether unconcerned, at leaft f a 
unactive: While England, in this doubtful ſtate of WI , 0 
war or peace, lay expoſed to all the inſults, calami- . 
ties and expences of an open war. When the Spa- * 
niards found they could not get their Veſt-India 
treaſure, but by coming to ſome terms with Great- 
Britain, who ſtill kept their Flota and Galleons 


ſolicitations of France, under whoſe mediation the 
congreſs of Soiſſons was formed; but which, towards 
the end of the laſt year, produced nothing but a pro- 
ject of a truce, or (as others were pleaſed to call it) 
a 2 treaty; to which, after all, the court 
of Spain, now ſecure of their long expected riches, 
ſallenly refuſed to agree. This was the poſture of 
public affairs, when the Bri:if Parliament met at 
Weſtminſter, on Tueſday the 2 1ſt of January 1728-9. 


On the 21ſt of January the Parliament of Great 
Britain being met at Weſtminſter, according to their 
laſt prorogation, the King came to the houſe of 
Peers, and being in his royal robes, ſeated on the 
throne, with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Charles Dalton, ; 
Gentleman-Uſher of the Black-rod, was ſent with 
a meſſage from his Majeſty to the houſe of Com- f 


mons, commanding their attendance in the houſe of 
Peers; and the Commons being come thither, his 
| Majeſty, 


5 
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Majeſty was pleaſed to make the following moſt 
of gracious ſpeech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
a KL | AM ſenſible you are met together in expecta- The King's 


383 


e 1 tion of being informed of the preſent ſituation ſpeck. 
of public affairs, and of receiving that ſatisfaction 
„ © which the expences already made, and the appre- 
« henſion of their being continued for ſome longer 
« time, make it juſt and reaſonable for you to de- 
© fire. Ho 
The execution of the preliminary articles, and 
the opening the congreſs at Soiſſons, laid a foun- 
\f dation for you to entertain hopes of ſeeing, very 
i ſoon, the happy fruits and effects of a general pa- 
cifieatien. 
gut the various and extenſive views, which fell 
. under conſideration, in ſettling and reconciling 
the different intereſts and pretenſions of ſo many 
e different Powers, appeared to be a work of ſo 
* much time and difficulty, that the project of a pro- 
IM © viſional treaty was thought of as a proper expe- 
„dient; which being concerted and negotiated a- 
) * mong the miniſters of the principal powers, par- 
t ties to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was ap- | 
proved of by me and my allies, not without rea- | 
f WW © fonable hopes of the concurrence of the Imperial 
t court, and the court of Madrid. 
© But no definitive anſwer being yet returned by | 
either of them, nor the project of the proviſional 
| © treaty either accepted, or rejected, the fate of | 
Europe is ſtill held in ſuſpence, labouring under [ 
* difficulties, that unavoidably attend ſuch a doubt- 
ful and undetermined condition. 
It is with no ſmall concern, that Iam again ob- 
bliged to ſpeak to my Parliament in this ſtate of un- 
© certainty, nor am I inſenſible bt the burdens which 
my ſubjects bear; and that in our preſent circum- | 
* ſtances ſome may be induced to think, that an of | 
| tua N 
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© tual war is preferable to ſuch a doubtful and im- 
© perfect peace. But as the exchange is very eaſy to 
© be made at any time, and as I am confident 1 ſhall 
not be thought backward in doing muyſelf and the 
nation juſtice, when a proper occaſion calls upon 
© me for it, I hope you will believe, that a juſt regard 
for the eaſe and intereſt of my people alone pre. 
vailed upon me, rather to ſuffer ſome temporary 
© inconveniencies,with the daily proſpect of obtain. 
ing a ſafe and honourable peace, than too precipi- 
* tately to kindle a war in Europe, and to plunge 
© the nation into ſtill greater and unknown expenccs. 
But how diſagreeable ſoever theſe delays may be, 
© nothing is more unjuſt than to impute them to the 


© conduct of me, or my allies: Noendeavours indeed 


© have been wanting to ſeparate and diſſolve the hap. 
< py union that is eſtabliſhed among us; but long 
experience, and repeated | us of mutual fidelity, 
© have ſo ſtrengthened and cemented this alliance, 
founded upon, and united by common intereſt, 
© that all attempts to weaken it, or to create jealou- 
« fies and diffidence among us, have proved as vain 
and fruitleſs, as the inſinuations to the contrary 
© are falſe and groundleſs. 

It willnevertheleſsbe incumbent upon us tobring 
© this important tranſaction to a ſpeedy and certain 
* deciſion, that if a concluſion can be put to it, con- 
© ſiſtent with the ſecurity and preſervation of the 
* rights, privileges, and poſſeſſions of Great Bri- 
< tain, and my allies, the bleſſings of peace may be 
* diffuſed throughout Europe, and my kingdoms a- 
gain enjoy the happy effects of a ſettled tranquilli- 
* ty; or, if this cannot be had, that the allies may 
© unite with vigour and reſolution, and exert them- 
* {elves in procuring that juſtice, and ſatisfaction, 
* which has been ſo long delayed, If this ſhould un- 
* avoidably be the caſe, I depend upon the zeal and 
* afteCtion of this Parliament, that they will cheartul- 
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iy and effectually ſupport me in carrying on a juſt 
and neceſſary war. 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I wiſhed and truly hoped to have ſeen the pub- 
lic expences leſſened before this time, but the pre- 
« ſent circumſtances of affairs, oblige me to aſk of 
you ſuch ſupplies as ſhall be neceſſary for anſwer- 
© ing anddefrayingthe charge and ſervice of the en- 
« ſuing year, and for enabling me, as events may re- 
« quire, to act with vigour, and in concert with my 
«© allies, who have reſolved to make the ſame prepa- 
«© rations, and to keep on foot all their extraordinary 
forces. I will order the proper eſtimates to be im- 
« mediately prepared and laid before you. And as 
the produce of the Sinking fund has exceeded our 
expectations, I muſt recommend it to your care to 
make a farther application of it to its proper uſes, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It cannot be expected that I ſhouldenterinto the 
ſeveral cauſes and motives, which may have occa- 
ſioned the preſent delays in hs courts of Vienna 
and Madrid; but if, among other reaſons, hopes 
given from hence of creating diſcontents anddivi- 
ſions among my ſubjects, and a proſpect of ſeeing 
difficulties ariſe at home, have greatly encouraged 
them in their dilatory proceedings: Iam perſuaded, 
that your knownaffection to me, and a juſt regard 
for your own honour, and the intereſt and ſecurity 
of the nation, will determine you effectually todiſ- 
* :ourage the unnatural and injurious practices of 
ſome few, who ſuggeſt the means of diſtreſſing 
their country, and afterwards clamour at the in- 
conveniencies which they themſelves have occaſi- 
* oned, It is more than probable, that foreign 
* courts will wait now for the reſult of your deli- 
berations; and as you may depend upon my con- 
' ſtancy and ſteadineſs, that no wicked and ground- 
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© leſs ſuggeſtions or inſinuations ſhall make me de. 

part from my preſent purpoſes, fo J intirely rely 

upon your wiſdom and unanimity, to convince 

the world, that ſuch pernieious deſigns and in. 

'< trigues ſhall not alter that affection, harmony, 

and good underſtanding, which has hitherto ſub. 


« ſiſted, and I hope will always ſubſiſt between me 
and my Parliament.“ | 


The King being withdrawn from the houſe of 
Peers, their Lordfhips immediately took his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech into conſideration, and unanimou!) 
reſolved to prefent an addreſs of thanks to his Mx 
jeſty; which being the fame day drawn up and a. 
greed to, was the next day, by the whole houſe, 
preſented to his Majeſty, as follows : 


22 gracious Sovereign, 
Mw han | © E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
— —_— ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporid 


in Parliament affembled, beg leave to offer the 
* humble and hearty thanks of this houſe for you 
* Majeſty's moſh gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
and to congratulate your Majeſty upon the fat 
arrival of his royal highneſs the Prince of Wale, 
* This happineſs is owing to your Majeſty's pa 
< ternal affection, and affords the higheſt and moſt 
« peculiar honour to this houſe, and a great ſatisſac 
© tion to all good ſubjects. The communicating to 
us the preſent ſituation of public affairs, the giving 
v all the ſatisfaction concerning them we could rea 
« ſonably deſire, and the tender concern your Majck 
© is pleaſed to expreſs for the ſuſpence in which the 
affairs of Europe are ſtill held, and the temporary 
© inconveniencies to us, which of neceſſity muſt xt 
tend it, are freſh inſtances how much your Maj 
| © ty has at heart the welfare of your kingdoms. 
However doubtful the event of the preſent ne 
gotiations may prove, which your RO I 
* ue 
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« boured with ſo much prudence, in concert with 
t your allies, to bring to an honourable concluſion, 
«we muſt with great ſatisfaction obſerve, that our 
« preſent ſtate of uncertainty will ſoon be determined; 
your Majeſty having been pleaſed to declare your 
© opinion, in concurrence with the moſt ardent de- 
' ſires of all your faithful ſubjects, that it is neceſſary 
to infiſt upon a ſpeedy and certain deciſion of this 
© important tranſaction. This is a meaſure now be- 
© come eſſential to the intereſt of our country, and 
«will convince all thoſe who have promoted theſe 
© delays, or have had the high preſumption to im- 


pute them to your Majeſty's conduct, that the 


( ſcepter of Great Britain is in the hyds of a Prince 
{as little capable of being amuſed as intimidated. 
We are fully ſenſible that a generous and com- 
© paſſionate regard for the eaſe and happineſs of your 
© ſubjects, could alone have prevailed upon your 
Majeſty to be hitherto patient under theſe dilato 
proceedings; forif thisundetermined ſtate has been 
{detrimental to the intereſts of your kingdoms ; 
'and if it has laid any burden on your people, it 


* muſt neceſſarily have raiſed a high reſentment in | 


© your 1 the guardian and father of them. 
But if, contrary to your Majeſty's wiſhes and 
* our own, that juſtice and ſatisfaction, ſo long de- 


hyed, cannot be obtained by amicable meaſures; 


if the patience of your Majeſty and your allies 
* ſhould be abuſed; and if the only way to peace 
'ſhould be by an appeal to Heaven in a juſt. and 
"neceſſary war, we ſhall with the greateſt chear- 
' fulneſs and zeal, ſupport your Majeſty in the pro- 
* ſeeution of it, and enable you to carry it on with 
* vigour, in conjunction with your allies ; we have 
this comfort, if a war unavoidably muſt happen, 
that it will be kindled at a time, when the repu- 
tation of the arms of Great Britain cannot ſuffer 
* any diminution, 
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© The alliance in which your Majeſty is engaged, 


being founded upon common intereſt,and ſtrength.WTot 


< enced with repeated marks of mutual fidelity, will 
wie hope, effectually defeat the wicked deſigns o 


your enemies, who by falſe and malicious inlinus. 


tions would either create diffidence among ti f 9 
powers ſo united, or miſlead your own ſubjech / 


into unjuſt opinions of the conduct of your M. 
jeſty's allies. 


It appears evident to us, that nothing could mot 
encourage the courts of Vienna and Madrid, i 
their preſent delays, than if hopes had been give 
from hence, of creating diſcontents and diviſion 


among us, nnd of a proſpect of ſeeing difficult " 
© ariſe at home: But whatever have been the variWing 
* ous and ſecret machinations of ſome few, iq rep 
through envy or ambition may have debaſed them Geo 
« ſelves ſo far, as to act in concert with the mea wit 
«* eſt and moſt treacherous diſturbers of the ſtate M te: 
we hope that by their continual diſappointmentMMll the 
in their pernicious and unnatural deſigns, they tiot 
vill themſelves deſpair of being able to bring tet! 
* diſtreſs upon their country, even tho? they ſnou of | 
< by artifice, and the lenity of the conſtitution tio! 
_ © almoſt daily abuſed, eſcape the infamous puniſh{ in, 
ment due by the laws of the land to ſuch crime ba- 
We intirely depend upon your Majeſty's conſtu in 
cy and ſteadineſs, (virtues ever inſeparable from po 
a great mind) that no wicked and groundleſs ſig tio 
« geſtions or inſinuations will alter your preſeni of 
purpoſes, or induce. your Majeſty to give ear ll gt: 
fluctuating counſels; and we ſhall endeavour i 101 
c © convince the, world, that no artful deſigns or in bis 
_ © trigues ſhall change that affection and harmony dil 
which has been, and we are confident, eve di 


vill ſubſiſt, between your Majeſty and your Par ſti 
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Zaged, | 

„wil, maoſt gracious Anſwer, 

Sus of | 

\linus- My Lords, | 

biedsiM* ſeaſonable an inſtance of your confidence in me, can- 


and abroad. ' You may depend upon my conſtant endea- 
cours to promote the eaſe and proſperity of my people, 


tion. 


ment the negotiations for a general and ſpeedy pacifica- 

they tion'z and in particular, extolled his Majeſty's. pa- 
bring ternal care and tender regard for the eaſe and welfare 
nouldF of his people, eminently conſpicuous in his modera- 
ton tion anqinwillingneſs precipitately to kindle a war 
niſi in Europe, notwithſtanding the high provocations he 


ime had received from the Spaniards, who aſſaulted him 
(tan in his own quarters, and rightful poſſeſſion, the im- 
from portant town of Gibraltar. Concluding with a mo- 
ſugſ tion for an addreſs to return his Majeſty the thanks 
ele of the houſe, for his moſt gracious ſpeech; to con- 


ar td 
ur i 
r in 
on difficulties and delays, by concerting the moſt expe- 
ere ditious methods of concluding, with honour and ju - 
Pur ſtice, the negotiations depending at Soiſſons : To ex- 

bpreſs their grateful ſenſe of his Majeſty's tender re- 
gard for the eaſe and intereſt of his people, in de- 


gratulate his Majeſty upon the happy arrival of his 
royal highneſs the Prince of Wales; to acknowledge 


Ti 
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his Majeſty's goodneſs and wiſdom, in avoiding all 


wt fail of producing very good effects both at home 
which ig the beſt return 1 can make for your zeal and 


The day before, (January 21, the Commons be- 
ing returned to their houſe, and their Speaker having 
reported his Majeſty's ſpeech to both houſes,” Sir 
George Oxenden enlarged on the ſeveral heads of it, 
with juft commendations on his Majeſty's royal vir- 
tes, wiſdom; and conduct, in the whole courſe of - 


— 


clining to plunge the nation into greater and unknown 


ength. To this Addreſs his Majeſty returned the following 5 


* 
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g the [ Thank you for this dutifut and loyal addreſs. 85 His Maje- 


ſty's anſwer. 
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expences, as long as there is a proſpect of obtaining pub! 
a ſafe and honourable peace: Lo aſſure his Majeſty, 
that this houſe, fully convinced, that his Majeſty's of 0 
own honour, and the honour of the nation, are, x. MW by * 
bove all things, dear and precious to him, intirely I abſt 
relies upon his Majeſty to do himſelf and the nation WM and 
Juſtice, as ſoon as any proper occaſion ſhall call upon Th. 
him for it, and to ſecure the commerce of this king. W mac 

dom : With other 1 relating to the ſeveral MW vp 

| heads of his Majeſty's ſpeech. Sir George Oxenden MW Giltt 
was ſeconded by Walrer Chetwynd, Eſq; and ſup- MW tt 
ported by Edward Thompſon, Eſq; Sir William t 
Yonge, and ſeveral other gentlemen. The whole « | 
houſe were indeed, unanimous as to a general ad. Wl © ſl 
dreſs of thanks for his Majeſty*s ſpeech, and of con- «ti 
gratulation upon his royal highneſs's ſafe arrival, MW * © 
But ſome gentlemen did not think this a proper 1 * © 
time to enter upon the particulars of the ſpeech, Ml * | 
which being of ſo high and important a nature, re. 
quired a-maturer deliberation. The courtiers inſiſt- W * 
ing on the motion, the other ſide took exception at 
ſome expreſſions in it, particularly at the words to 
ſecure the commerce, inſtead of which they thought it 
more proper to ſay, reſtore the commerce: = in or- | 
derto 1 opinion, took notice of the many 
and great loſſes ſuſtained by the Britiſp merchants, by 
the depredations of the Spaniards, both in Europe 
and the Weſt- Indies; not without reflecting on ſome 
perſons, for not giving roper orders to ſecure our 
trade, to repreſs thoſe inſults, and to make repriſals, 
according to the law of nations. This occaſioneda 
long debate, which chiefly turned upon the queſtion, 
whether the word ſecure ſhould ſtand, or whether 
reſtore ſhould be inſerted inſtead of it? The latter 
being a fide wind attack upon thoſe in the admini- 
ſtration, ſeveral gentlemen ſtood up, and ſpoke in 
their vindication. 
One of the forwardeſt, in order to ſupport his 
aſſertions, offered to produce a pamphlet, ny 
. pub- 
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publiſhed, to juſtify the conduct of Great Britain, 
particularly with relation to the ſuppoſed inactivity 
of our ſquadrons, and the depredations committed 
by the Spaniards; and, with that view, containing 
abſtracts of the inſtructions given to admiral Hofer, 
and the other commanders of the Britiſb ſquadrons. 
This gave a handle to Mr. William Pulteney to ani- 
madyert upon, and explode that pamphlet, as made 
up of, glaring miſrepreſentations of facts, incon- 
ſiſtencies and contradictions. He urged, That 
© tho? the author, by his bold launching into poli- 
«© tics, his pretending to be let into the deepeſt my- 
« ſteries of ſtate, and his publiſhing part of the in- 
ſtructions given to our admirals, would be thought 
© to write with authority: Yet it ſeemed very extra- 
© ordinary, and highly improbable, that an obſcure 
and nameleſs pamphleteer ſhould be favoured with 
* papers of ſuch importance and private nature 
and therefore it was more reaſonable to believe, 
«* thatthisſcribbler had ſurreptitiouſſy procured theſe 
* imperfe&t lights and lame abſtracts from ſome of 
the under-clerks, which he printed with his crude 
and indigeſted obſervations, in order to curry fa- 
* your : For that it could not be ſuppoſed, that men 


© of ſo great abilities, as they who are at the head of 


© our affairs, ſhould not know the difference between 
© the Flotilla and Galleons, or that they ſailed from 
two ports, at a very great diſtance from each other. 
This was backed by an eminent ſea- officer, a 
member of the houſe, who ſaid, He would not 
6 om to determine, whether thoſe ſcraps of in- 
ſtructions publiſhed in the pamphlet in queſtion, 
© were genuine or forged ; but this he would ven- 
© ture to aver, that there were in them ſome things 
© ſo very odd and inconſiſtent, as gave them a very 
* ſuſpicious aſpect; or, if genuine, rendered them, 
© in ſome meaſure, impracticable. 
This ſmart ſkirmiſh occaſioned a general engage- 
ment of the beſt ſpeakers, both of the court and 
LS Cc4 country 
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country parties; which, tho they agreed in general, draw 
as to an addreſs of thanks, yet differed in ſome par- roya! 
ticulars. Among the reſt, Sir Fo/eph Fełyll, Ma- able 
ſter of the Rolls, ſaid, That fince the courtiers ſo Hof p! 
« ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on the word ſecure, he would Wl at th 
« readily comply with them, provided a ſmall ad. ¶ Lor. 
dition was made to the addreſs, to put them in to 
mind of ſecuring the rights and liberties of the an 
people.? He was ſupported by ſeveral other gen- I ne 
tlemen of the long robe, who were anſwered by IM ©& 


the courtiers; ſo that many notable ſpeeches were I able 
made on both ſides. | | 


The principal interlocutors in this debate, were Wl big 


the following gentlemen, 072. 0 
e | : ade 

On the Court ſide. On the Country ſide. wa. 
Sir George Oxenden. Sir William Wyndham, ma 
Walter Chetwynd, Eſq; | The Right Hon. Willian ¶ ad 
Edward Thompſon, Eq, Pulteney, Eſq) jel 


Sir William Yonge. Edward Vernon, Eſq; 


The Hon. Geo. Dodding- William Shippen, Eſq; 
ton, | Sir Foſeph Fekyll. 
Horatio Walpole, Eſq; | Thomas Lutwyche, Flq; 
The Right Hon. Lord | Sammel Sandys, Eſq; 
Finch, | Thomas Winnington, iq 
'The Right Hon. Lord 
Malpas, | 
Charles Talbot, Eſq; Sol-“ 
licitor General, 
Sir William Strickland, 
Sir Paul Methuen, 
The Right Hon. Sir Ro-- 
bert Walpole. 


At laſt the queſtion being called for, and put, whe- 
ther the word ſecure ſhoulg ftand ? It was carried in 
the affirmative, by a majority of 249 votes againſt 
87 3 and a Committee was thereupon appointed to 
a 
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al. draw up the ſaid addreſs. It is obſervable, that his | 
_ royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, to ſatisfy a laud- | 
la- able curioſity of being acquainted with the manner 
ſo of proceeding in the houſe of Commons, was preſent 
d WW i this remarkable debate; which being over, the 
d. Lord Harrington moved, That a meſſage be ſent 


in MW «to his royal highneſs, to expreſs the ſatisfaction 
he and great joy of this houſe, at his royal high- 
n. neſs's ſafe and happy arrival in Great-Britain, * 


by Sc.“ His Lordſhip was ſeconded by the honour- 
ere able Col. Onſlow, whereupon the ſaid meſſage was 
unanimouſly voted, and theſe two members, with 

ſeveral others, were ordered to attend his royal 

ere MI bighneſs with it. | 
The next day, Sir George Oxenden reported the 

addreſs drawn up by the committee, of which he | 

>, was Chairman ; which addreſs, with an amendment 
, made to it, being agreed to, was on Thurſday the p 
am zd, preſented, by the whole houſe, to his Ma- | 
jeſty, as follows. . | 


— — — I 4 


Mo gracious Sovereign, | 
W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal De houfe 


8 1 — — —y—ͤ— 
S — — —— 
— — 


4 of Commons 
ſubjects, the Commons of Great- Britain in addres ro 


* Parliament aſſembled, beg leave humbly to return * Ni 
q; ¶ our ſincere and unfeigned thanks for your Majeſty's 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 1 
We congratulate your Majeſty upon the ſafe 
* arrival of his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
ſo much to the joy and ſatisfaction of your Ma- 
jeſty and all your people. | 
We are not inſenſible of the various and exten» 
* ive views, which gguſt naturally ariſe in ſettling 
and reconciling cheMerent intereſts and preten- 


P 
—_ TT — — — 7 


ſions of ſo many different powers, parties to the 
he- © treaties of Hanover and Vienna; and we acknow- 
lin WW © ledge, with the utmoſt gratitude, your Majeſty's 
nit great wiſdom and prudence, in avoiding, as far as 


[to vas poilible, all occaſions of difficulties, and de- 
aw | 


* lays, 
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© lays, by concerting the molt expeditious methods 
of concluding, with honour and juſtice, the nego- 
< tiations depending at Soiſſons. 

We have the happineſs to ſee your Majeſty in. 


« defatigable in the purſuit of the intereſts of your | 


people; accommodating and compoſing the pub. 
lic differences, declining the temptation of mili. 
© tary glory, and chuſing rather to ſecure your ſub- 
jects their juſt rights and poſſeſſions, by the milder 
arts of moderation and forbearance, than to plunge 
the nation unneceſſarily into infinite and unknown 
© EXPENCES, 

But your faithful Commons are ſo fully convin. 
< ced, that your own honour, and the honour of 
your kingdoms, are conſiderations ſo dear to your 
< Majeſty, and ſo inſeparable from your royal mind, 
that we can, with the greateſt confidence imagina- 
< ble, intirely rely upon your Majeſty's undoubted 
+ valour and reſolution to do yourlelf and the nation 
< juſtice, whenever a proper occaſion calls upon you 
for it; and we cannot in the leaſt doubt, from 
your Majeſty's conſtant and due regard to the 


E rights, privileges and intereſts of your people, but 


s that your princely care will equally extend itſelf 


£ to the ſecuring our commerce, and obtaining a 
< juſt ſatisfaction for the many and great loſſes ſuſ- 
< tained by your trading ſubjects. TS 

The mutual harmony and fidelity, ſo firmly 
< eſtabliſhed and ſubſiſting between your Majelty 
and your allies, cannot fail to create in your Com- 
< mons the higheſt ſatisfaction; and it is with plea 


« ſure we obſerve, that all endeavours and attempts 


to ſeparate and diſſolve thigghappy union, of ſuch 
< conſequence to your kind 

to the preſerving the peace and tranquillity of 
Europe, have proved vain and unſucceſsful. 
Me beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we 
< will with the greateſt chearfulneſs, raiſe the ſup- 
* plies neceſſary. for anſwering and defraying the 
3 . © charges 


oms, and ſo eſſential | 
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charges and expences of the enſuing year, and 
vill not fail to make the proper diſpoſition of the 
growing produce of the ſinking fund. And if, 
alter all your Majeſty's unwearied endeavours to 
« procure a ſafe and honourable peace, a rupture 
« ſhould become unavoidable, your Majeſty may 
depend upon the zeal and affection of this houſe, 
 efftectually to ſupport your Majeſty, in carrying 
* on a juſt and neceſſary war, and enable you to act 
© with vigour in conjunction with your allies, as fu- 
ture events, and the circumſtances of public af- 
© fairs may require. 

And as nothing can be more injurious to your 
* Majeſty's honour, and the intereſt and reputation 
* of your people, than the vile and deteſtable prac- 
* tices of thoſe, who by giving hopes of diſcontents, 
« diviſions, and difficulties riſing here at home, en- 
courage the dilatory proceedings that have hither- 
to retarded the concluſion of this important tranſ- 
action: We look with the utmoſt abhorrence upon 
© the authors and contrivers of ſuch baſe and unna- 
* tural artifices, who ſuggeſt the means of diſtreſſing 
their country, and clamour at the inconveniencies 
* which they themſelves have occaſioned. This 
makes it highly incumbent upon us to give your 
* Majeſty the moſt unfeigned aſſurance, that this 


; * houſe will, by an unſhaken duty and affection to 


your Majeſty, and by a ſteady perſeverance in 
* ſupport of you government, convince the world, 
that no falſe and groundleſs in ſinuations, no wick- 
* ed deſigns and intrigues whatſoever, ſhall be able 
©to alter, or diminiſh that harmony and good un- 
© derſtanding between your Majeſty and your Par- 
© liament, which our inclination, duty and intereſt 
* call upon us inviolably to preſerve. 


To 
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To this e fer the King returned the following 
anſwer : SHS 


n 


The N 7 Thank you for this very Y dutiful and offeFionate ad: 

— areſs, and fon the aſſurances you have given me of 
your concurrence and ſupport in mypreſent engagements. 

You may depend upon it, that the boncur and intereſt 


of my people, ſpall be. wy principal care and concern, 
in all events. 


Fax. 31. Sir Charles Turner reported the reſolu- 
tions on the ſupply of the Weineſday n which 


were ehe ee agreed to, ViZ, 


1. That 1 5000 men be e for ſea-ſervice, 


for the. year 1729, rechoning trom the fcft day of 


en 1728. 


2. That four pounds per man per month, be al 


lowed for maintaining the ſaid 15000 men, for thir- 


teen months, including the ordnance tor ſea-ſervice. 


3. T hat che ſum ot 206025 J. 10's. „ 5 2. be grant. 
ed for the ordinary of the navy, (including Alt pay 


ar ſea⸗ officers, ) for the year 1 8 


Rea ns for Then the Commons went into a grand Commit- 


ec nt. wing 


adus tee, to conſider farther on the ſupply, particularly” 
number of With relation to the land forces. A motion being 
bacs. made for continuing the fame number of men for 
guards and garriſons in Great: Britain, as were pro- 
vided for the year before, amounting to near twenty 
three thouſand men, the fame was ſtrongly oppoſed 
by ſeveral gentlemen, particularly by William Pul- 
teney, Eſq; and Mr. Shippen, who, among other ar- 
guments: urged, That a ſtanding army was alto- 
« gether inconſiſtent with our laws and conſtitution : 
That there is ao inſtance of any regular force kept 


in 
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in England in time of peace, before thẽ unfortunate 
* reign of King Charles I. That the armies that 
were raiſed in former days, either to ſuppreſs in- 
* teſtine commotions, or for foreign ſervice, were 
© always diſbanded immediately after thoſe occaſions 
were over. That the army in King Charles the 


* firſ*s-time, proved no leſs fatal and oppreſſive to 


© the Parliament that raiſed it, than to the King 
* himſelf, whoſe head they cut off: For tho? they 
* were raiſed in defence of liberty; yet they ſerved 
* at laſt to ſupport an uſurper, and to eſtabliſh an 
arbitrary military government. That the army 
King James II. raiſed, was the primary cauſe of 
* his misfortunes, as it rouzed the true Exgliſb ſpirit, 
and created thoſe fgars and jealouſies, which his 


* ſubſequent acts of power and bigotry made after- 


* wards appear to be but too well grounded. That 
the nation were ſo ſenſible of the dangers they had 
© eſcaped, by the ſeaſonable coming over of a deli- 
verer, that one ſundamental article, for the eſta- 
© bliſhment of our liberties, in the 6:1! of rights, is, 
That the keeping up a landing army in times of 
peace, is contrary to law. That, accordingly, after 
* the peace of Ry/wick, the greateſt part of the army 
vas diſbanded; and tho upon the uſt fear of a 
new war, the Parliament complimented King 
* William with an eſtabliſhment of ten thouſand 
men, yet the ſame was not obtained without op- 
poſition: Many honeſt and ſober men, among the 
* warmelt ſticklets for the revolution, looking upon 
© it as an encroachment on our liberties, and being 
* jult]y apprehenſive it would prove a dangerous 
« precedent, That during the late war, our land- 
forces, together with thoſe in our pay, amounted 


to above two hundred thouſand men, the load of 


« which ſtill lies heavy upon us: But after the peace 


_ « of Utrecht, there was a general reduction, except 
i. about twelve thouſand men. That upon the late 
King's acceſſion, when the rebellion broke out in 


Scotland 


8G 
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Scotland and England, the army was indeed, aug. 
* mented with ſeveral regiments, and other additional 


troops; but theſe were again reduced not long 


© after. That in the year 1727, upon the proſpect 
of the great dangers that were apprehended from 
© the treaty of Vienna, an augmentation of abbut 


eight thouſand men was moved for in this houſe, 


but the ſame was warmly oppoſed ; nor was it 


granted but upon aſſurance that this expence ſhould 
_ © ceaſe, as ſoon as the extraordinary occaſion that 
called for it, was over. That the event has ſhewn, 
that moſt of theſe dangers were ill grounded and 


* chimerical, the court of Vienna having readily 
© agreed to preliminaries, that have been looked 


© uponas a ſufficient faundation for a general paci- 
_ © fication. That at the ſolicitations both of the 

Emperor and King of France, the King of Spain, 
| © being prevailed upon to come into the ſame mea- 
© ſures, the congreſsof Soiſſons was formed, in which, 


it feems a proviſional treaty has been negotiated, a- 


© mong the miniſters of the principal powers, parties 


< to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna, which has 


© been approved of by his Majeſty, and his allies, nit 
< without reaſonable hopes of the concurrence of the 


© courts Ad ienna and Madrid. That therefore this 
< ſeemed a moſt proper time to retrench our annual 


_ © expences, and by ufing the moſt exact ceconomy, 
_ © ſhew, they were willing to eaſe the nation of tne 
immenſe load of debt that lies upon it. That be- 


* ſides the preſent eſtabliſhment for guards and gar- 
© rifons in Great-Britain, the forces in Minorca, Gi- 


© braltar and the Weſt-Inties, we pay for 12000 | 


© Heſſian auxiliaries, and ſubſidies to the King ot 


_ © Sweden, and the Duke of Wolfenbuttle ; and ſince, 


by the ſituation of the public affairs, it wa appa- 


© rent, that thoſe extraordinary expences might, 


* with ſafety, be leſſened, they ought to begin with 


reducing, if not all, at leaſt part of the additional 


* forces that were raiſed two years before _— 
| | ding 
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« ding, that his Majeſty was intirely poſſeſſed of the 
hearts of his people, wherein his beſt ſecurity is: 
gut if any thing could leſſen their affections to the 
G preſent happy ſettlement, and make the nation 
«jealous and apprehenſive of dangers to our excel- 
ent conſtirution, it would be to ſee ſuch numerous 
« forces Kept up, while there was no manner of 
* buſineſs for them, either at home or abroad. 
To this it was anſwered in general by the cour- 
tiers; That arguments againſt ſtanding armies, 
drawn from ancient times, were foreign and un- 
« concluſive, ſince, in thoſe days, there were no re- 
« gular forces kept up in any part of Europe: Where- 
© as, at preſent, there is no kingdom nor ſtate with- 
out them. That the ſuppoſed inconveniences and 


« dangers from ſtanding armies ought not to be of 


* any weight, ſince more inſtances might be pro- 
* duced of their being beneficial than of their being 
© hurtful : For many ſtates, and, in particular, the 
republic of Holland, owe the preſervation of their 
* liberties to their regular troops; and others have 
been enſlaved by incroaching ambitious neigh- 
© bours for want of them. Tha the body of forces 
© now on the eſtabliſhment, tho? larger than in for- 
mer times, could give no jealouſy or umbrage to 
any reaſonable Engliſhman ; tor if it deſerves the 
* name of an army, 1t is but an annual and parlia- 
* mentary army, under the ſevereſt and ſtricteſt 
* diſcipline, and not only dependent upon, but ſub- 
* fervient and uſeful to the civil power; and there- 
fore 1t was no leſs unjuſt than abſurd, to entertain 
and infuſe apprehenſions from ſuch an army. 
* Then, to come cloſer to the caſe before them ; as 
© long as the main reaſons, for which our national 
forces were encreaſed, ſubſifted, ſo long, in pru- 
* dence, ought thar addition to be kept up. That 
* the public affairs have now, indeed, a fairer aſpect 
than ſome years ago, yet no reaſonable man would 
have the army reduced before a peace is fully con- 


dcCluded. 
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* cluded. That a proviſional treaty for that pur. 
« pole had been concerted at S9iſſons, and approved 
of by his Majeſty and his allies : But as this pro- 
ject was not yet accepted, either by the court of 


_ © Vienna or that of Madrid, the fate of Europe was 


« ſtill undetermined; and therefore to reduce our 
© forces to ſuch a ſtate of uncertainty, which, of 


_ © courſe, implies danger, would be the higheſt piece 
of folly, and expoſe the nation to freſh inſults and F 


depredations from the Spaniards.” 


This is the ſubſtance of the reaſons offered by the 
interlocutors on both ſides, who were, molt of them, 
the ſame that ſpoke the firſt day of this ſeſſion : But, 


after a debate of above ſix hours, the following re- 


ſolutions were carried without dividing, viz. 


1, That the number of effective men to be pro- 
vided for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, and 
for Guernſey and Ferſey, for the year 1729, be lin- 
cluding 2115 invalids, and 555 men, which the fix 


independent companies conſiſt of, for the ſervice of 


the Highlands) 22955 men, commiſſion and non- 
commiſſion officers included. 


2dly, That the ſum of 784,983 J. 125. 10 d. be 
granted to his Majeſty for defraying the charge of 
the ſaid 22,255 effective men, for guards, garriſons 
and other his Majeſty's land forces in Great Britain, 


Guernſey and Ferſey, for the year 1729. 


3dly, That a ſum not exceeding 160,357 J. 1 5. | 


5 d. 2 be granted for maintaining his Majeſty's 
torces and garriſons in the plantations, Minorca and 
Gibraltar, and tor proviſions for the garriſons at 
Annapolis Royal, Placentia and Gibraltar, for the 
year 1729. » 
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44hly, That a ſum not exceeding 12,800 J. be 


nted upon account, for out-penſioners of Chelſea- 
Hoſpital, tor the year 1729. 


;5thly, That a ſum not exceeding 20,7397. 45. 
7d. + be granted for defraying ſeveral extraordinary 
expences and ſervices incurred, and not provided for 


by Parliament. 


6thly, That a ſum not exceeding 57,0007: be 
granted upon account, to reduced officers of his Ma- 
jeſty's land forces and marines, for the year 1729. 


7th, That a ſum not exceeding 852 1. 25. 24.4 
be granted for the charge of the office of ordnance 
tor land ſervice, for the year 1729. 


S h, That the ſum of 85211. 25. 2d. + be 


| granted for defraying the extraordinary expence of 


the office of ordnance for land ſervice, not provided 
for by Parliament, 


Thefe reſolutions being, on Monday the 3d of 
February, reported by Sir Charles Turner, were a- 
greed to by the houſe. 

Feb. 3. Mr. Frecker, from the Treaſury, preſent- 
ed to the houſe an account, ſhewing how the money 
given for the ſervice af the year 1728, had been dit- 
poſed of, diſtinguiſhed under ſeveral heads, until the 
zd day of February 1728, and the parts thereof re- 
maining unſatisfied, with the deficiency thereupon. 
Then Sir George Oxenden, from the commiſſioners of 
the navy, laid alſo before the houſe, an account of 
the amount of the intereſt money which has been 
paid for navy and victualling bills, from the 25th 
day of December, 1721, to the 25th day of Decem- 
ber, 1728. This account gave occaſion to an ho- 
nourable Gentleman to take notice, that notwith- 
landing the good Oeconomy that was ſaid to be 

Vor. IX. D ad eſta- 
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ſtabliſned in the management of the revenues, the 


public debts ſtill increaſed every year; to which be- 
ing anſwered, that the contrary plainly appeared, 
from the produce of the Sinking Fund, by means 
whereof, the ſupplies for this year would be raiſed, 
without laying any new taxes; it was thereupon 
moved, That this houſe will raiſe the ſupplies ne- 
ceſſary for the current ſervice of this year, without 
creating any new debt upon any fund whatſoever : 
But this motion tending to diſtreſs the goyernment, 
the queſtion being put thereupon, it paſſed in the 
negative. 


The next day Fe. 4. the reſolutions on ways and | 


means being reported, and agreed to, a bill was or- 
dered to be brought in thereupon; after which it was 
reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for an eſtimate ol 
what might be neceſſary for repairing and rebuild- 
ing his Majeſty's ſhips and docks. 

On the gth of February, Mr. Pelham, Secretary at 


war, preſented to the Commons, an account of ſub- 


ſidies payable by his Majeſty to the King of Sweden, 
and the Duke of Brunſwick Lunenburg Wolfenbuttle- 
and a bill for continuing the malt- tax was brought 
in, and read the firſt time : After which a motion 
was made, and the queſtion put, That an humblc 
addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to deſire that this 
houſe may be informed what demands were made in 
behalf of the crownof Great-Britain, to his Majeſty's 
allies, for ſuccours ot troops, ſhips, or money, which 
they were obliged to furniſh, in purſuance of trea- 
ties, during the late hoſtilities, and ſiege of Gibral- 
tar, and in what manner the ſaid demands were 
comply*d with; or whether any meaſures were ſet- 
tled and concerted between the crown of Great-Bri- 
tain and its allies, in order to carry on a general and 
vigorous war, in Caſe the project of the preliminary 
articlesof peace, under conſideration during the fiege 
of Gibraltar, had Not been accepted: But _ 
ome 
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ſome debate the ſaid queſtion was carried in the ne- 
gative. 

On the 7th, Mr. Pelham laid before the houſe a 
copy of the eſtabliſhment of the Heſſian forces for 
the year 1729; and ſeveral other accounts were 
alſo preſented and others called for. 

Then, in a grand committee, the Commons con- 
ſidered farther of the ſupply; particularly with re- 
lation to the Hyſian troops, and the ſubſidies pay- 
able to foreign Princes. Mr. Pelham, Sir William 
Yonge, and ſome other gentlemen, having ſhewnthe 
neceſſity of making good his Majeſty's engagements, 
which the Commons had made theirown, by appro- 
ving them; Mr. William Pulteney ſaid thereupon, 
He had ſo great regard for the King's honour, that 
he would readily, at any time, give his vote to 
enable his Majeſty to anſwer and diſcharge his en- 
gagements; but that, at the ſame time, out of regard 
© to their country, whom they repreſented, and who 
© labourcdunder a heavy load of debt and taxes, he 
* thought it a duty incumbent on them, to retrench 
all ſuperfluous expences. That in relation to the 
demand now before them, he would not enter upon 
the inquiry, whether ſuch a latge body of Heſian 
* auxiliaries was neceſſary ata time of perfect tran- 
* quillity, at leaſt of inaction :* But he begged leave 
toobſerve, © That the Landgraveof Heſſe Caſſel was 
© uſed to keep ſeven thouſand men conſtantly in his 
pay; and as he had only added five thouſand men 
to make up the twelve thouſand, which he was 
© to furniſh to the allies of Hanover, it ſeemed but 
« reaſonable that Great Britain ſhould pay no more 
than for theſe 5000additional troops; adding, that 
© the ſame might be ſaid, with reſpect to the Duke 
of Wolfenbuttle, who, notwithſtanding the ſublidy 
© he receiv'd from Great Britain, maintained no 
more troops than he did before.” This ſpeech carry- 
inga great weight, Sir Robert Malpole thought it in- 
cumbent on him to aſwer it; and having juſtified at 
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large the meaſures that had been taken, in conſe- 
quence of the Hanover alliance: he laboured, in 
particular, to ſhew how uſeful this body of 12,000 
Heſſians had been, towards preventing the kindling 
of a war, for which the court of Vienna, with the 
aſſiſtance of Spaniſh ſubſidies, had made great pre- 
parations, and, in order thereto, had retained troops 
of three electors, beſides the augmentation of its 
own : Adding, that for his part, he wastully con- 
vinced, that had it not been for the Heſians, the 
Emperor would not have come into the prelimina- 
Ties, and other pacific meaſures; and therefore they 
oughtnotto grudge an expence, which hadalready 
proved ſo beneficial to the tranquility of Europe. 
To this Sir Foſeph Fekyl and Mr. Serjeant Lutwyche, 
replied, That whatever gloſs might be put upon ſuch 
meaſures, yet, in their opinion, they were repug- 
nant to the conſtant maxims, by which England, in 
former times, ſteered and ſquared its conduct, with 
relation to its intereſt abroad: That when our glo- 
rious anceſtors had any quarrels with their neigh- 
bours, they bravely fought them till they either beat 
them into peace, or forced them to buy it; of which 
there were many inſtances in our hiſtory. That 
our navy is our natural ſtrength; and, if well ma- 
naged, our beſt defence and ſecurity: But if, in 
order to avoid a war, we are ſo condeſcending and ſo 
free- hearted as to buy and maintain the forces of 
foreign Princes, we are never like to ſee an end of 
ſuch extravagant expences. 

The Attorney and Sollicitor General anſwered 
theſe ſpeeches; and other members, both of the 
court and country parties, having engaged in this 
important debate, the contention was warml 
maintained for near five hours; but at laſt, by a 
majority of 256 voices againſt 91, the following 
8 were carried, viz, 
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If, That the ſum of 241, 259 J. 15. 3 d. be grant- 
ed to his Majeſty, for defraying the expence of 
12,000 Heſſians, taken into his Majeſty's pay, for 
the year 1729. 


2dly, The ſum of 50,090 l. for one year's ſubſidy 
to the King of Sweden, purſuant to a treaty da- 
ted the 14th of March 1726-7. 


3dly, The ſum of 25,0001. for one year's ſubſidy 
to the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, purſuant to a treaty 
dated the 25th of November 1727. 


Theſe reſolutions being reported, on Monday the 
roth of February, were agreed to by the houſe with- 
out dividing : But, in order to gild the pill, it was 
moved, and reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty, That 
whenever it ſhall be neceſſary to take any foreign 
troops into his ſervice, he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to uſe his endeavours, that they be cloathed with 
the manufactures of Great Britain. 

On Friday the 2 1ſt, three petitions of the mer- 
chants trading in tobacco, in London, Briſtol and Li- 
verpool, were preſented to the houſe, and referred to 
a committee. A petirion of divers merchants, and 
others trading to and intereſted in the Brit iſb planta- 
tions in America, in behalt of themſelves Gd many 
others, was alſo preſented to the houſe, and read, 
complaining of great interruptious, for ſeveral years 
paſt, of the trade of this kingdom to the Britiſb co- 
onies in America, by the Spaniards, whole depreda- 
tions in thoſe ſeas endanger the intire loſs of that va- 
luable trade; and the petitioners are without remedy, 
for want of proper powers for the recovery of their 
loſſes ; and that the Spaniards treat ſuch of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, as have fallen into their hands, in a 
very barbarous and cruel manner ; and praying the 
conſideration of the houſe, and ſuch timely remedy 
as the houſe ſhall think fit: Which petition, after 
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ſome debate, was referred to a committee of the 
whole houſe. Then the call of the houſe was ad- 
journed to that day fortnight. 

On the 28th of February, the Commons ordered 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the admiralty, to lay 
before the houſe, the complaints of ſeveral merchants 
touching their loſſes in the Mieſt- Indies, in order to 
be laid before the congreſs of Soiſſons; as alſo ſuch 
accounts as they had received relating to any depre- 
dations made by the Spaniards, on his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in America, for five years paſt; and reſolved 
to addreſs his Majeſty, for the ſeveral inſtructions 
given to the late Admiral Hofer, or to any other 
commander in chief who ſucceeded him in the Weſt- 
Indies, to the'2 5th day of March 1728. As allo 
copies of all the letters, ſo far as they relate to the 
{aid inſtructions, written by Admiral Hęſier, or the 
commander in chief who ſucceeded him, to the com- 
miſſioners forexecuting the office of Lord-High-Ad- 
miral of Great Britain, and to his Majeſty*s principal 
ſecretaries of ſtate, from the firſt of June 1726, to 
the 25th of March laſt, and likewiſe copies of all the 
letters (ſo far as they relate alſo to the ſaid inſtruc- 
tions) written by the ſaid commiſſioners, or their 
ſecretary, and the principal ſecretaries of ſtate, to 
any of the ſaid commanders, within the ſaid time: 
Which papers his Majeſty commanded to be laid 
before the houſe accordingly. 

March 6, a bill for the better ſuppreſſing of pi- 
racy, and for givingall prizes taken fromthe enemy 
to the captors, was read the firſt, and ardered to be 
read a ſecond time, Mr. Cockburn, from the Lord 
Commiſſioners of the admiralty, laid before the 
houſe, copies of ſuch accounts as the ſaid commiſſi- 
oners had received, relating to any depredations 
made by the Spaniards on his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
America, tor five years paſt, contained in ſeventeen 

apers: And Mr. Treaſurer laid allo before the 
— fifty three papers, be ing inſtructions and let- 
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ters to, and accounts and letters from Vice-Admi- 
ral Hofer, and other ſea-commanders, and others: 
Which papers were referred to the committee of the 
whole houſe, who were to conſider of the complaints 
of the Britiſh merchants trading to America. Then 
upon the report of the petition of ſeveral merchants 
and traders of the city of London, a bill was ordered 
to be brought in, for the better regulation and go- 
yernment of ſuch ſeamen as enter into the ſervice of 
the merchants and traders of this kingdom : And 
in a committee of the whole houſe the Commons 
entered upon the conſideration of the ſeveral peti- 
tions complaining of the depredations of the Spa- 
wards in America; heard ſome of the petitioners ; 
examined ſeveral witneſſes ; and adjourned the far- 
ther conſideration of it to the Tue/day following, 
the 11th of March. 

On Friday, March 7. Mr. Cockburn, one of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the admiralty, laid before 
the Commons, copies of ſeveral other inſtructions 
given to Vice-Admiral Hofer, and to any other 
commander in chief who ſucceeded him in the V- 
Indies, and of ſome letters relating thereto, contain- 
ed in ſeven papers. 

On Monday the 1oth of March, the Commons 
reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty, for copies of all 
memorials, petitions, and repreſentations to his Ma- 
jeſty, or to his late Majeſty, or their principal ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate, in relation to Spaniſp captures of 
britiſh ſhips belonging to the ſubjects of this king- 
dom. 

The next day the commiſſioners of trade and plan- 
tations were ordered to lay before the houſe, copies of 
ſuch reports as they have laid before his Majeſty, 
or before his late Majeſty, relating to the rights of 
the ſubjects of Great-Britain, to cut logwood in the 
bay of Campeachy, purſuant to which order, two days 
after ( March 13.) Mr. Docminique, preſented to the 
nouſe a copy of the following repreſentation. 
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A repreſentation from the honourable board of trade to 
his late MajeſtyKing George I. aſſerting and proving 
the right of the ſubjects of Great-Britain, to cut lag. 

vod in the bay of Campeachy. 


To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
HE Right honourable Paul Methuen, Eſq; 


one of your Majeſty's principal Secretaries of 
fate, having tranſmitted to us on the 15th of No. 


vember laſt, by order of his royal highneſs, a letter or 


memorial he had received from the Marquis de Mon- 
teleone, ambaſſador extraordinary from his Catholic 
Majeſty, relating to the trade carried on in the 
Indies, and to the ſettlement made by your Majeſty's 
ſubjects on the iſland of Jyiſt, and on ar near the 
lake or marſh de Terminos, in the province of Fuca- 
tan: In which parts he repreſents, * That they em- 
* ploy themſelves in cutting of logwood, or (as the 
* Spaniards call it) Campeachy wood, and that the 
* Spaniſa viceroy and governor had propoſed to diſ- 
lodge them from thence, but that his ſaid Catholic 
* Majeſty would not ſend his orders before he had 
given your Majeſty notice of it, not doubting, but 
that according to all the treaties of peace, and par- 
* ticularly that made at Utrecht, your Majeſty would 
* oblige your ſaid ſubjects to leave the aforeſaid lake 
de Terminos, and give poſitive orders to your go- 
* vernors at Famaica, and of the other iflands, not 
© to ſuffer the leaſt trade to be carried on for Cam- 
* peachy wood, and to declare, that if, in the ſpace of 
eight months, they do not leave the ſaid place, 

* they ſhall be looked upon and uſed as pirates.“ 
We beg leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, that 
altho* we did humbly propoſe ſuch methods as we 
eſteemed proper and neceſſary to ſupport the cutting 
| | ol 
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of logwood in the Weſt Indies, when the ſaid Mr. 
Methuen was on departure for Madrid, yet on this 
occaſion when a trade of ſo great importance to our 
navigationand the American colonies, is in dangerof 
being loſt, we have again carefully peruſed the books 
and papers in our office, and received from the mer- 
chants and others the fulleſt information we can hope 
to obtain, which hath taken up much time; and we 
do now humbly crave leave to lay before your Ma- 
jeſty the paſt and preſent ſtate of this trade, with the 
arguments that formerly engaged your Majeſty's 


royal predeceſſors to protect and ſupport the ſame; 


to which we ſhall add ſome obſervations, and the 
reaſons that induce us to conclude your Majeſty's 
ſubjects have now as full and ample right to this 
trade, as to any other liberty or privilege that has 
been allowed by the crown of Spain, and enjoyed 
by them, by virtue of any treaty whatſoever. 

In the firit place, therefore, it muſt be obſerved, 
That logwood is one of the products of the province 
of Fucatan, which extends itſelf into the north ſea, 
in form of a peninſula, about 100 leagues in length. 
The Spaniards are poſſeſſed of San Franciſco de Cam- 
peachy, its capital town and port, which has been 
thrice taken by the Engliſh, and beſides they have 
two other inland towns, Meridia and Valladolid, of 
no great importance, having few inhabitants ; but 
the reſt of the province, before the logwood cut- 
ters were ſettled, was in a manner, wholly deſolate 
and uninhabited. | 

Nevertheleſs, it muſt be allowed, that the Spa- 
niards had, from time to tinge, cut wood in ſeveral 
places near their own ſettlements ; but during the 
hoſtilities that were committed in the Weſt Indies be- 
tore the year 1667, they deſerted that employment, 
being frequently interrupted by the privateers, both 
by ſea and land, who by degrees becoming acquaint- 
ed with the coaſt, and with thoſe parts where the 
wood grew, that were moſt remote from the Spa- 
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niards, they, at laſt, fell into the trade, and laid the 
foundation of their future eſtabliſhment. 

Their firſt ſettlements were near to cape Catoche: 
but upon (it not before) the publication of the treat 
concluded at Madrid in 1667, by the Earl of Sand- 
wich, they likewiſeſettled near Suma- Sunta, adjacent 
to the Laguna de Terminos, and to Triſt and Beef 
lands, which being the moſt convenient place ſor 
cutting of wood, and a tolerable harbour tor their 
ſhips and veſſels, the whole trade ſoon centered there. 
For notwithſtanding the aforeſaid treaty was princi- 
pally intended to ſettle and adjuſt our commierce with 
his Catholic Majeſty's dominions in Europe, yet a 
general, firm and perſect amity, confederation and 
peace being thereby agreed, and concluded (as in 
the firſt article) between the two crowns, to be 
+ obſerved inviolably, as well by land as by ſea and 
treſh waters, and between the countries, kingdorns, 
dominions and territories belonging unto, or under 
the obedience of either of them, Sc.“ It was con- 
cluded, that the peace extended to America as wellas 
Europe; whereupon many of the Britiſh privatcers 
that had before uſed thoſe ſeas, to the great interrup- 
tion of commerce, were then induced to quit their 
former courſe, and to ſettle with the logwood cut- 
ters in the Laguna de Terminos ; ſo that in the year 
1669, their numbers were conſiderably increaſed, 
and great quantities of wood were tranſported both 
to Jamaica and New England. | 

The American treaty tor reſtraining depredations 
in thoſe parts being afterwards concluded by Sir 
William Godolphin in July 1670, added to their 
ſtrength by encouraging ſeveral others of the pri- 
vateers, or ſeamen, to fall in with this employment 
of cutting weod, to which it was now- generally 
ſuppoſed they had a right by the ſaid treaty. 

And as the logwood trade was of the greateſt im- 
portance to 7amaica, on the roth of March, 1671. 
Sir Thomas Lynch, then governor of thatiſland, not 

having 
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having received any orders how to govern himſelf 
1 this affair, tranſmitted to the Lords of the coun- 
eil the reaſons that induced him to encourage the 
me under proper regulations, 


, That the Engliſh had done ſo for divers years. 
2dly, It was in deſolate and uninhabited places. 


zaly, That this ſeems a poſſeſſion granted by the 


American treaty. 


uthly, It might give a right to ſeclude the Duzch 
ind the French, if we ſhould break with Spain. 


;thly, The Spaniards had not, to that time, made 
my complaints of it. 


b hy, This employ makes the reducing of the 
privateers more eaſy. And 


7thly, That it will employ 100 fail annually, and 
bring in more to his Majeſty's cuſtoms and the na- 
tion's trade, than any colony the King hath. 


While theſe arguments were under conſideration, 
the Earl of Arlington laid before the Lords of the 
committee, a letter from Sir Thomas Modyford the 
late governor of Jamaica, dated the 16th of May 
1672. wherein, after he had given an account of the 
great extent or compaſs of the country, in which 
the logwood grows; how meanly the Spaniſb towns, 
on the foreſaid tract of land were peopled ; and of 
the places frequented by the Engliſh, he adds, 

That they have uſed this trade for three years paſt, 
at firſt finding it by the ſea- ſide, but afterwards be- 
ing forced to go four or five miles up into the coun- 
try for their refreſhment, they had planted Indian 


proviſions, and built houſes there to keep 1 
| an 
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and their proviſions from the ſun and rain: That 
in general, they had affirmed to him, never to hay, 
ſeen any Spanierds or other perſon, in all the time d 
their working, although they had gone fix or ſevenliff able 
miles farther into the country to kill deer, Sc. Thi 


poſſeſſion, he ſays, in the Weſt-Indies, is held i T. 
ſtrongeſt that can be, viz. felling of wood, building (aid, 
of houſes, and clearing and planting the ground. WW Abou 
Sir Thomas Lynch, to confirm what he had befor them 
aſſerted, and to juſtify his proceedings, in Noventef®Þ0l their 
1672, ſends home the copies of ſeveral depoſitions enjo 
he had taken from the maſters of ſhips, and other F 
concerned in the logwood trade, and a proclam yncc 
tion he had iſſued out for the better regulation trea 
and ſecurity thereof, importing, cluf 
That whereas he was informed, by the oaths e had 
many credible witneſſes, that his Majeſty*s ſubjechi in t 
have uſed to hunt, fiſh, and cut wood in diven nor 
bays, iſlands, and parts of the continent, not fre- 


quented or poſſeſſed by any of the ſubjects of his 
Catholic Majeſty, and had, for ſome years, peace or | 
ably done the ſame without any moleſtation ; never ne 
theleſs, divers veſſels having been ſeized at anchorfil 
and under fail by ſome pirates and fugitives of th ſen 
iſland, and being in danger of being ſo ſurprized toi 
again, therefore he orders and appoints all veſſel lat 
failing out of the Port Royal, for the aforeſaid lawtulW v. 
employments, to go out together in ſmall ſquxdrons, 
four at leaſt in company, and to give bond to keep 
company with, and to obey him, whom he ſhould 
make Commander for the voyage, and their mutul 
defence, and what they ſhould lawfully do in their 
own defence, and for the preſervation of his Ma. 
jeſty's ſubjects, their ſhips and goods, be authorized 
and warranted, c. 

In January following, the Secretary to the Lord: 
of the committee by their order, adviſes the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Lynch, That he had acquainted him with 
their Lordſhip's pleaſure fully, concerning _ 
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of logwood, and that they did altogether allow of 

the ſame, provided thoſe rules were obſerved, which 

they had formerly directed, and which were agree- 

able to what the ſaid governor himſelf had already 
mentioned. 

This allowance of carrying on the trade as afore- 
aid, gave freſh vigour to thoſe engaged in it, tho? 
about chis time the Spaniards began to interrupt 
them in the proſecution thereof, and to diſpute 
their right to that liberty they had ſo long quietly 
enjoyed. 

For we muſt inſiſt on it, as an undoubted and 
unconteſted fact, that from the publication of the 
treaty in 1667, until abouttwo years-after the con- 
cluſion of the American treaty, the logwood cutters 
had never been in the leaſt diſturbed or moleſted 
in their employment, either directly or indirectly ; 
nor does 1t appear, that the Spaniſh governors took 
any umbrage at it, or made any complaint about 
it; much lets did they pretend to an excluſive right, 
or that ĩt was contrary: to the laws of their com- 
merce. 

Nay, ſo far were they from expreſſing any re- 
lentment on this account, or making it a pretence 
to juſtity the firſt hoſtilities they committed, in vio- 
lation of the treaties both of 1667 and 1670; that 
when Sir Thomas Lynch ſent to Don Fernando Franciſco 
Deſcavedo, the governor of St. Franciſcode Compea- 
ch, to demand ſatisfaction for two Exgliſb ſhips which 
had logwood on board, and were taken by ſome Spa- 
men of war; in his anſwer to that charge on the 
bth of April 1672, he takes no notice of our cutting 
logwood, or that thoſe ſhips had any on board, or 
that we had ſettled on the Laguna de Terminos, nor 
had he any other complainttomake by way of reta- 
lation, ſave that an Exgli/b veſſel had taken a Speni/b 
bark at the Laguna de Terminos bound to Tobaſco, 
which is the more remarkable, becaule the ſaid La- 
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guna was, at that time, and had been ſeveral years, 
actually in our poſſeſſion. | 

It muſt likewiſe be farther urged, That before the 
Queen regent of Spain had publiſhed a royal Cedula, 
bearing date the 22d of Fune, 1672, which orders, 
< That ſuch as ſhould make invaſion, or trade with. 
out licence in the ports of the Indies, ſhould be pro. 
ceeded againſt as pirates, c. It does not appear 
that cutting of logwood was eſteemed by the Sha. 
niards to be an invaſion, and trading without li- 
cence; but by virtue of this Cedula, it was at length 
carried to that height, that if our ſhips had but a. 
ny logwood on board, they were confiſcated with: 
out remedy. 

Upon this ſubject, the Earl of Arlington, on the 
19th of March 1674, wrote to Sir William Godl- 
phin, then ambaſſador at Madrid, as follows: 

In a word, his Majeſty is ſo ſenſible of the ſuf— 
* ferings of his ſubjects in this particular, that you 
* muſt endeavour, by all the ſkill you have, to pro- 
cure ſome liberty for the cutting of logwood, in 
* thoſe remote parts, where the Spaniards have none, 
and his Majeſty's ſubjects have had long abodeand 
< reſidence ; and the rather, for that we find, by al 
the replies we have ſeen, they juſtify themſelves 
by that ſingle pointof cutting logwoad, nay, even 
* of finding it on board our veſſels, which to us 
appears very unreaſonable. 

And Sir Lionel Jenkins, the judge of the admiral- 
ty, in his report to his late Majeſty King Charles Il. 


of the 8th of Oober 1575, intimated, That the 


* American treaty does require a farther elucidation 
and adjuſtment between your Majeſty and the 
©crown of Spain; for it appears by the judgment 
* of the Queen, in the matter of Campeachy, and 
by their Cedulas Reales, that they affix a new in. 
* terpretation upon that treaty, in declaring what 
* ſhall be private or not private, prize or not prize, 

| without 


A. 1729. DEBATES. 


« without communicating, it ſeems, with your Ma- 
« jeſty, and without publication, that may reach 
« your Majeſty's ſubjects,” | 

Thus, by a Spaniſh Auto, or a decree of that court, 
which was inconſiſtent with, and made (ex poſt facto) 
after the ratifications of a public and ſolemn treaty, 
it was manifeſtly intended, not only to debar the 
Britiſh ſubjects of that liberty they enjoyed before 
the ſaid treaty was made, but in ſome meaſure, to 
deprive them of the common right of all nations; 
whereas, if your Majeſty's ſubjects did actually hold 
and poſſeſs the Laguna de Terminos, and the parts 
adjacent, at the time of the concluſion of the Ameri- 
can treaty, as hath been already proved, the laſt 
clauſe of the 7th article will determine to whom 
the ſame belongs, viz. 7 

Moreover, tis agreed, that the moſt ſerene King 
© of Great- Britain, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall have, 
hold, and keep, and always poſſeſs, in full right of 
ſovereignty, ſeiniory, poſſeſſion, and propriety, 
© all the lands, countries, iſlands, colonies, and other 
places, be they what they will, lying and ſituate 
in the Wieſt-Indies, or in any part of America, 
* which the faid King of Great-Britain and his ſub- 
ject, now hold and poſſeſs, inſomuch they neither 
* can, nor ought hereafter to be conteſted or cal- 
© led in queſtion for them, upon any account, or 
under any pretence whatſoever. 

And as long as the 8th article of the ſame treaty 
ſubſiſts, it will appear very extraordinary, that the 
Spaniards ſhould pretend to any dominion or power 
in the ports or havens where they neither had fortifi- 
cations, nor Magazines, or in thoſe places which 
were not poſſeſſed by them, becauſe theſedeſcriptions 
are undoubtedly laid down by the treaty, as the ſole 
and diſtinguiſhing marks of the ſovereignty of the 
crown of Spain in thoſe parts and places, which only 
we were to lorbear failing to and trafficking in, 

while 
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while all other ports and places were left open and 
free. 75 

But notwithſtanding the ſaid treaty was ſo ſtrong 
in our favour, the Spaniards having thereby com- 
paſſed the two main ends they propoked to them- 
ſelves, viz. 


1/t, The ſecuring their Weſt-India trade to them- 
ſelves, by excluding us, and conſequently all other 
nations, from trafficking with them ; a point which 
could never be before obtained, tho? it was ſtrenuouſ- 
ly inſiſted on, in the reign of King James I. and 
afterwards in 1630. 


2dly, The * of the privateers, who had 
long miſerably harraſſed and diſtreſſed the Spa- 
niards ſettlements, and notably checked the increaſe 
both af their power and trade in thoſe parts, but 
are now intirely reduced, by the great care of the 


Engliſh governors, and by their entering into the log- 
wood trade. 


Yet the only advantages Great-Britain aimed at 
by the treaty, viz. That her ſubjects might carry on 
their trade without interruption, and peaceably en- 
Joy thoſe places they then held and poſſeſſed, were, 
in a great meaſure, abſolutely defeated, 

For, after the publication of the aforeſaid royal 
Cadula, many of our ſhips were made prizes, under 
that pretence, ſometimes by Spaniſh men of war, at 
other times by Engliſh pirates, ſeduced by the gover- 
nors into the ſervice of Spain, and afterwards by the 
Biſcayneers, that were ſent to cruiſe in thoſe ſeas. 

And, upon the ſame pretence, in April 1680, ſe- 
veral ſhips under the command of Don Philippo de 
Varedda Villegas, arrived at the iſland of Trift and 
the Laguna de Terminos, attacked our logwood-cut- 


ters, while ſeparated from one another, and diſlodged 
them from thence. 
More- 
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Moreover, the Spaniſh governors encouraged by 
this ſucceſs, and little regarding the juſt right of your 
Majeſty, or your ſubjects, even to plantations ſtil] 
more diſtant from their dominions, did ſoon reſolve 
upon another expedition, and in 1682, ſurprized 
New Providence, one of the Bahama iſlands. 

But theſe places were again ſoon repeopled, and 
the trade from Tr:i/? and the Laguna, in 1682, was 

reater than ever. 

The riſe and progreſs of the logwood trade, from 
about the year 1667, to the year 1682, being thus 
ſtated, and laid before your Majeſty, we preſume it 
would be too tedious, and not very materia] to the 
point in queſtion, to enter into the particulars, how, 
and in what manner, it was afterwards conitantly 
carried on; and how it has been from time to time 
interrupted and ſupported until the year 1713, when 
the adjuſtment and ſettlement thereof was again un- 


der conſideration, both at Madrid and Utrecht. 


But ſince the Spaniſb ambaſſador inſiſts on it, that 
by the treaty of peace made at recht, in which (he 
ſays) it is ſtipulated, * That the lands or other pla- 
© ces which had been taken in the Indies during the 
war, ſhould be evacuated ; your Majeſty is en- 
gaged to oblige your ſubjects who are come to 
© the lake de Terminos, to leave it immediately.” 
We moſt humbly take leave to repreſent tarther to 
your Majeſty : 

Thatif hisexcellency would hereby inſinuate, that 
your Majeſty's ſubjects are but lately, and during 
the war, come to the Laguna de Terminos, that is a 
miſtake in fact, for it appears by the forementioned 
depoſitions, ſent by Sir Thomas Lynch, and Sir The- 
mas Modyford, that they were there in 1669, and 
tor ſome time, or years before; and it is well known 
to the Spaniards, that they have been ever ſince 
poſſeſſed of that part of the country, except for 
two or three months after the aforeſaid aſſault in 
1680. 

Vor. IX. E e Neither 
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on by the Britiſb ſubjects in the M'iſt-Indies, were 


| clauſe in the treaty, which determines this conteſt 
relating to the cutting of logwood, beyond all pol 
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Neither will what the ſaid ambaſſador aſſerts from 
the treaty, anſwer the end for which it was produ- 
ced. | 

By the 8th article it is, indeed, agreed by his Ca. 

tholic Majeſty, © not to alienate any of his territo- 
« ries in the Mieſt-Indies, tothe French or any other 
nation; and upon this condition her late Majeſty 
© engages, that ſhe will endeavour and give aſſiſ- 
© tance to the Spanzards, that the ancient limits of 
their dominions in America be reſtored, Sc. If it 
* ſhall appear that they have in any manner been 
broken into, and leſſened in any part, ſince the 
death of King Charles II.“ But to argue from 
hence, that the Laguna de Terminos, in poſſeſſion of 
the Engliſh before the year 1670, muſt be evacuated, 
when this treaty has only reference to what has paſſed 
ſince the demite of the ſaid King Charles II. is very 
extraordinary. 

But if the ambaſſador refers to the memorial on 
the affairs of commerce, that was ſigned at Madrid 
the 13th of July 1713, but the Lord Lexington, and 
the Marquis de Bedmar, we muſt confeſs, that the 
article relating to the logwood trade, propoſed 
therein = Lordſhip, had not then its effect: But 
we are affured it was from thence, among other 
things, referred to thediſcuſſion'of the plenipotentia 
ries at Utrecht, 

What paſſed particularly on this affair at Utrecht, 
doth not appear to us; but by the treaty of com- 
merce concluded the 28th of November following (of 
which the ſaid ambaſſador takes no notice in this 
memorial) and wherein the ſeveral intereſts of the 
two crowns, and their ſubjects, with reſpect to com- 
merce, were more particularly under confideration, 
it is manifeſt, that the rights and liberties inſiſted 


adjuſted by the Lords plenipotentiaries, and that a 


ſibility 


Not 
tho 
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m FF ſibility of diſpute for the future, was thenagreed 

u- upon and concluded; it being expreſly ſtipulated 
in the firſt article after the confirmation and rati- 

-4- WI fication of the American treaty in 1670, as follows: 


ner Without any prejudice, however, to any liber- 
ſty ty, or power, which the ſubjects of Great Britain 
lil- enjoyed before, either thro' right, ſufferance, 
of or indulgence”? 


een If therefore this comprehenſive clauſe, (which 
the WI relates only to the Weſt Indies) confirms, ſecures, 
om WW and re-eſtabliſhes thoſe liberties, which the ſub- 
1 of MW jects of Great Britain enjoyed in America before 
ed, WM the treaty in 1670, it neceſſarily follows: 
ſſed That they having then enjoyed the liberty of 
cry cutting logwood, without any interruption (as bath 
been fully proved) either through right, ſufferance, 
on or indulgence, they are again intitled by this treaty, 
arid to the — liberty, in as plain and expreſs words 
and WF as can be uſed or imagined. 
the) And that your Majeſty may be more fully ap- 
oſed MF prized of the importance of this trade, the ſame 
But wil! be effectually demonſtrated by the following 
ther WF account of the quantities of logwood imported ſince 
\tla-MF the war, viz. | 


T. C. Q. lb. 
In 1713 —ä —— 15 | 3 22 
1714 ——47 14 3 24 
51715 — 5863 12 1 14 
1716 — —— 2032 17 2 Oo 


In four years, Tons 14965 oo 3 09 


That is, communibas annis, tons 3741, which can 
not be computed at leſs than 60,000 J. per annum, 
thoꝰ the price is at preſent reduced from 401. to 161. 
pol- | Ee 2 per 
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per ton, whereas, before your Majeſty's ſubjects 


were ſettled there, it was worth 1001. the ton. 

Nor is this trade leſs neceſſary than beneficial to 
your Majeſty's dominions, by reaſon of the great 
encouragement it gives to our ſeamen and ſhipping, 
which at all times requires a particular attention, 
but now eſpecially, when 'tis daily obſerved, that 
very many Britiſb mariners, either through defect 
of the laws, for want of employment at home, or 
in hopes of greater advantage abroad, enter them- 
ſelves into foreign ſervice. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we are humbly of 
opinion; 

That the ſubjects of this your Majeſty's king. 
dom, for ſome years before, as well as after the con- 
cluſion of the American treaty in 1670, did enjoy an 
uninterrupted liberty of cutting logwood in the La- 
guna de Terminos, and in other places not inhabited 
by the Spaniards in the province of Jucatan, either 
through right, ſufferance, or indulgence. 

That the ſaid American treaty did eſtabliſha right 
in the crown of Great Britain to the Laguna de Fer- 
minos, and the parts adjacent; thoſe places, at the 
time of the treaty, and tor ſome years before, being 
actually in poſſeſſion of the Britiſb ſubjects. 

That the royal Cedula iſſued out by the court of 
Spain, was a violation of the aforeſaid treaty, for- 
aſmuch as the carrying on the trade to the Laguna 
de Terminos, was thereby interpreted an invaſion, 
and the logwood-cutters accounted pirates. 

And that your Majeſty*s ſubjects having been (at 
leaſt) ſufferꝰd to enjoy the liberty of cutting logwood 
as aforeſaid, before the concluſion of the American 
treaty (altho? your Majeſty ſhould not inſiſt on your 
ſaid right to the Laguna de Terminos) yet that the 
ſame liberty is abſolutely granted and confirmed by 


the treaty of commerce made at Utrecht, 


And we do farther think it our duty to repreſent 


to your Majeſty, that altho* the ſaid Spaniſb ambaſ- 


ſador 


— IE , Ti , TT Þ. ® 
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ſador ſeems to declare in his memorial, that no at- 
tempt ſhould be made to diſlodge your ſubjects ſet- 
tled on the Laguna de Terminos, in a leſs time than 
eight months from the date of his ſaid memorial; 
yet they were diſlodged and taken priſoners in the 
ſame month the memorial was delivered, as appears 
by ſeveral affidavits ſent to this board by general 
Hamilton, your Majeſty's governor of the Leeward 
iſlands, 


All which is moſt humbly jubmmitted. 
Signed, Suffolk, 


Whitehall, Sept. F. Chetwynd, 
25th, 1717. Charles Cocke, 
F. Molefworth, 
D. Pulteney, 
M. Bladen. 


The ſame day, (March 11.) It was moved, and 
thereupon reſolved, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, * That he would be graciouſly 
«* pleaſed to direct the proper officers to lay before 
this houſe, a particular and diſtin& account of the 
« diſtribution of the ſum of ſixty thouſand pounds, 
* which is an account laid before this houſe, ſnewing 
how the money given for the ſervice of the year 
* 1728, has been diſpoſed of, is charged to have 
been iſſued to perfect and fulfil the obligations 
his Mayeſty is under, on account of engagements 
entered into and concerted, for ſecuring the trade 
and navigation of this kingdom, and for reſtoring 
and preſerving the peace of Europe. 

The ſame day, in acommittee of the whole houſe, 
the Commons conſidered farther of the petitions of 
divers merchants trading to the plantations in Ameri- 
ca, and having read the ſaid petitions, and ſeveral 
other papers relating thereto, heard the petitioners 
and examined ſeveral witneſſes. That affair was 
again put off to Thur/day the 1 3th of March, 

E e 3 On 
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On which day two petitions of divers merchants 
trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, &c. were pre- 
ſented to the houſe and read, complaining of great 
loſſes for ſeveral years paſt, by their ſhips and effects 
having been ſeized in the harbours of Spain, and ta- 
ken at ſea by Spaniſh men of war and privateers, and 
confiſcated ; and tho” regular application had been 
made for redreſs, and proofs given of the loſſes, and 
ſatisfaction might have been demanded at the court 
of Madrid, yet nobene ſit has been received thereby; 
and therefore pray ing the conſideration of the houſe, 
and ſuch relief as to the houſe ſhall ſeem fit. Theſe 
petitions were referred to the committee of the 
whole houſe, before whom it was ordered, That 
the petitioners ſhould be heard, if they thought fit. 
The ſame day, the Commons, in a committee of 
the whole houſe, conſidered farther of the petitionsof 
divers merchants and others, intereſted in the Britih 
plantations in America; proceeded to the farther 
Fearing of the petitioners, went thro? the evidence, 
and, at laſt, after ſome debate, put off the farther 
conſideration of that important affair to that day 
ſevennight; but in the mean time, came to a reſo- 
lution, which being the next day (March 14.) re- 
ported by Mr. Winnington, chairman of this com- 
mittee, was agreed to as follows : 
That from the peace concluded at Utrecht, in the 


year 1713, to this time, the Brit7fh trade and navi- 


gation to and from the ſeveral Britiſb colonies in A. 
merica, has been greatly interrupted by the conti- 
nual depredations of the Spaniards, who have ſeized 
very valuable effects, and have unjuſtly taken and 


made prize of great numbers of Britzf ſhips and 


veſſels in thoſe parts, to the great loſs and damage 
of the ſabje&s of this kingdom, and in manitelt 
violation of the treaties ſubſiſting between the two 
Crowns 


After 


ter 
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After this, Mr. Vinnington (by direction from the 
grand Committee) moved, and it was accordingly 
reſolved nemine contradicente, That an humble 
* addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to deſire his 
Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to uſe his ut- 
© moſt endeavours to prevent fach depredations; to 
« procure juſt and reaſonable ſatisfaction for the 
* loſfes ſuſtained ; and to ſecure to his ſubjects the 
free exerciſe of commerce and navigation to and 
from the Britiſh colonies in America. 


The Commons, with their Speaker, having at- 
tended the King with this addreſs, on Monday the 
17th of March, his Majeſty was pleaſed to return 
the following anſwer. | 


Gentlemen, 

I Have always bad the greateſt regard and concern for 

the commerce and navigation of my kingdoms ;, 1 
am ſenſibly affected with the loſſes ſuſtained by my trading 
ſabjects; 1 have upon all proper applications given the 
ftrifteſt arders for procuring juſt and reaſonable ſatis- 
faction; and you may be ajjured, that I will uſe my 
beſt endeavours to anſwer the deſires and expectations 
of my people, upon an affair of ſo much importance. 


This anſwer was ſo agrecable to the Commons, 
that upon the report of it to the houſe, the next day 
(March 18.) they reſolved to return his Majeſty the 
thanks of the houſe for it, by another addreſs. 

But what paſſed the ſame day (March 18.) in the 
houſe of Peers, was not ſo agreeable to the court. 
Their Lordſhips, in a full houſe, having conſidered 
of the ſtate of the nation, particularly with relation 
to the poſitive demand made by the court of Span, 
for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, grounded on a letter 
written in the year 1721, by his late Majeſty to the 
King of Spain: A copy of that letter in French, with 
the tranſlation of it in Engliſh, having, with other 
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papers, been laid before the houſe, the ſaid tranſſa- 
tion was read, as follows : 


Sir, My Brother, 
Have learned with great ſatisfaction, by the re. 


port of my ambaſſador at your court, that your 
< Majeſty is, at laſt, reſolved to remove the obſta- 


cles that have for ſome time delay'd the intire ac- 


* compliſhment of our union. Since, from the con- 
« fidence which your Majeſty expreſſes towards me, 
© I may look upon the treaties which have been in 
* queſtion between us as re-eſtabliſhed ; and that, 
« accordingly, the inſtruments neceſſary for the car- 
© rying on the trade of my ſubjects, will be deliver. 
ed out: I do no 2 balance to aſſure your Ma- 
* jeſty of my readineſs to ſatisfy you, with regard 
© to your demand touching the reſtitution of Gi- 
< braltar ;, promiſing you to make uſe of the firſt 
* favourable opportunity to regulate this article, with 
the conſent of my Parliament. And to give your 
« Majeſty a farther proof of my affection, I have 
ordered my ambaſſador, as ſoon as the negotiation 
« with which he has been charged, ſhall be finiſhed, 
© to propoſe to your Majeſty new engagements to 
be entered into, in concert and jointly with France, 
« ſuitable to the preſent conjuncture, not only for 
* ſtrengthening our union, but alſo for ſecuring the 
« tranquillity of Europe: Your Majeſty may be 
© perſuaded that I, on my part, will ſhew all the 
© facility imaginable, promiſing my ſelf that you 
vill do the ſame, fbr the mutual benefit of our 


' * kingdoms, being moſt perfectly, 


June 1}, 1721. Sir, My Brother, 


Your good Majeſty's Brother, 
To the King of Spain, 


Monſieur my Brother, GEORGE R. 


After 


| 
y 
\ 
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1 After a long debate, it was moved to reſolve, 
That it is the opinion of this houſe, that for the 
© honour of his Majeſty, and the preſervation and 
« ſecurity of the trade and commerce of this king- 
e. dom, effectual care ſnould be taken in the preſent 
Ir « treaty, That the King of Spain do renounce all 


1- claim and pretenſion to Gibraltar and the iſland 
c- « of Minorca, in plain and ſtrong terms.” 

n- But after a ſmart debate, the queſtion being put 
e, thereupon, it was carried in the negative; upon 
in which, ſeveral Peers entered the following proteſt. 
it, Content 41. 

. Not Content 84. 

r- Diſſentient.“ 

la- 1. D Ecauſe we think our right to a place of ſuch 
rd importance to our commerce as Gibraltar, 
7i- ſhould be ſecured by more than general ſtipulations, 


rſt which may be liable ro different conſtructions, and 
ith will probably be interpreted by the Spaniards in 


Nur their own favour, however we may interpret them 
we in ours. 
on 
ed, 2. Becauſe the King of Spain having claimed it 
to by his miniſters ſeveral times, not only from the 
ce, late King's poſitive promile, as he aſſerts it to be, 
for but of our forfeiture of it too, by our infractions of 
the thoſe conditions on which he gave it up to us, and 
be having actually beſieged it ſince he yielded it to us 
the by treaty ; it ſeems reaſonable to us, that we ſhould 
you inſiſt upon his making his renunciation of it in words 
our as plain and ſtrong, as he has made his claim to it; 


eſpecially ſince, as far as we have heard, our pleni- 
potentiaries have not been able to prevail upon him 
to ſhew any inclination to relinquiſh his pretenſions 
to it, during the long courſe of theſe perplexed ne- 


5 gotiations; in which we have been uatkiltully, as 
we fear, and, we are ſure we have been unfortu- 

R. nately, involved. | 
3. 
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3. We think it is incumbent upon us to take par- 
ticular care, that our right to it ſhould not in the leaſt 
be precarious, becauſe we apprehend we have great 
reafon to fear, that the King of Spain's allies are very 
deſirous to have it again in his hands; and no rea- 
ſon at all to believe, that our own allies are ſolici- 
tous to have it continue in ours. If there ſhould be 
the leaft room left, upon a peace, for the King of 
Spain's pretenſions to it, from any looſe or doubtful 
expreſſions, we are apprehenſive it may lay a foun- 
dation for uneaſineſs and animoſity, and might in- 
terrupt a perfect harmony between us and a nation 
whoſe friendſhip muſt always be of the greateſt ad- 
vantage tous: We think, our zeal to preſerve our 
title to it in that moſt effectual manner we propoſed, 
would have terrified any wicked miniſters, even 
from the thoughts of giving it up; if ever we 
ſhould be in ſuch wretched circumſtances, as to 
have any who might think a war more dangerous 
to themſelves than the nation; and who might, for 
that reaſon, be tempted to purchaſe an inglorious 


peace, at the high price of ſo valuable a part of the 
Britiſh dominions. 


Beaufort, Berkſhire, Litchfield, 
Strafford, Scarſdale, Coventry, 
Craven, Gower, Oxford & Mort. 
Boyle, Bathurſt, Montjoy, 
Abingdon, Foley, Plymouth, 


Weſton, Willoughby de Brook. 


The next day, (March 19) the Lords ſent a meſ- 
ſage to the Commons, deſiring a preſent conference 
with them in the painted chamber, relating to Gi 
braltar and the iſland of Minorca; which being rea- 
dily agreed to, the managers for the Lords commu- 
nicated to thoſe of the Commons, a reſolution which 
the Lords had come to, as follows : 


Die 
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Die Martis 18 Martij 1728. 


D Eſolved by the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 

and in Parliament aſſembled, that 
they do intirely rely upon his Majeſty, that he will, 
for the maintaining the honour, and ſecuring the 
trade of this kingdom, take effectual care in the 
preſent treaty, to preſerve his undoubted right to 
Gibraltar and the iſland of Minorca. 


The Lord Malpas, one of the managers for the 
Commons, having reported the conference to the 
houſe, it was reſolved, to addreſs his Majeſty for a 
copy of the letter written by his late Majeſty to the 
King of Spain, in 1721, relating to Gibraltar. This 
letter having accordingly been laid before the houſe, 
the Commons took the ſame into conſideration on 
Friday the 2 iſt of February, together with the Lords 
reſolution above-mentioned ; upon which, there was 
a very long and warm debate. Many ungracious 
reflections were made upon thoſe who firſt adviſed his 
late Majeſty to write ſuch a letter, as either implyed 
or at leaſt, was taken by the Spaniards, as a politive 
promiſe of giving up Gibraltar; and therefore might 
be looked upon as the main ſource and occaſion both 
of the ſubſequent meaſures that have been purſued to 
recover that falſe ſtep, and of the difficulties we at 
preſent labour under. The courtiers endeavoured 
to juſtify thoſe meaſures, and aſſured the houſe, taat 
effectual care had been taken in the preſent nego- 
tiation, to ſecure the poſſeſſion of Gibraltar to the 
crown of Great- Britain : But they were anſwered, 
that the ſame did not plainly appear by the tenor 
of the proviſional treaty 3 and therefore it was mo- 
ved, and inſiſted by the country party, that to the 
Lords reſolution, now under conſideration, the fol- 
lowing words might be added, viz. 


$ And 
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And that all pretenſions on the part of the crown 

« of Spain to the ſaid places be ſpecifically given up. 
But after ſome farther debate, the queſtion bein 

upon the ſaid motion, it was carried in the ne. 

gative, by 267 voices againſt 111. After this, the 

queſtion being put, That this houſe does agree with the 

Lords in the ſaid reſolution, it was carried in the affir- 

mative without dividing thelblank in the Lords re- 


ſolution having been filled up with the word Com- 


Mons ; and the ſaid reſolution formed (March 24) 
into an addreſs, both houſes, with their Speakers, 
preſented the ſame to his Majeſty, on Tueſday the 
25th of March; and thereupon his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to return the following gracious anſwer. 


My Lords and gentlemen, 
T7 Thank you for the confidence you repoſe in me, I 
will take effectual care, as I have hitherto done, 
to ſecure my undoubted right to Gibraltar, and the 
zi land of Minorca. 


The day before (March24) Sir Paul Methuen, trea- 
ſurer of his Majeſty's houſhold, by the King's com- 
mand, purſuant to the addreſs of the houſe of the 
Friday before, laid before the commons, copies of 
inſtructions and letters from his Majeſty's principal 
Secretaries of State, to Sir Fohn Fennings, Vice-Ad- 
miral Hopſon, Sir Charles Wager, and Sir George 
Walton, as alſo copies of letters from the ſaid admi- 
rals and commanders, and from other officers em- 
ployed in his Majeſty's ſquadron in the Mediterra- 
nean, to the ſaid principal Secretaries of State, ſince 
the year 1725, until the time of the arrival of the 
King of Spain's orders in the Weſt-Indies, for the 
execution of the preliminaries, the whole making 
up 210 different papers. 

The anſwer which Mr. Treaſurer delivered the 
next day (March 25) to the Commons, to their ad- 
dreſs of the 11th day of March inſtant, was to this 


& effect: 
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effect: That the ſum (of 60,0007.) mentioned 
in that addrefs, had been iſſued and diſburſed, 
purſuant to the power given to his Majeſty by 
Parliament, for neceſſary ſervices and engage- 
ments entered into for reſtoring and preſerving 


the peace of Europe, and which require the great- 


« eſt ſecrecy; and therefore, a particular and diſtinct 
account of it, could not poſſibly be given, without 
© a manifeſt prejudice to the public. | 
Two days after, (March 27) Mr. Cockburn, from 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, preſent- 
ed to the Commons, purſuant to a late addreſs, 12 
papers, being copies of all applications made in the 
year 1727, for cruiſers to protect the trade, with 
an account of what was done thereupon : Which 
papers were referred to the grand Committee, ap- 
pointed to confider farther of the petition of ſeveral 
merchants trading to America. 
The Commons being, the ſame day, gone into 
the ſaid Committee, heard ſome others of the peti- 
tioners; examined ſeveral witneſſes; and afteralong 
and warm debate, put off the farther conſideration 
of this matter to Tuęſday the 2d day of April. 


In the mean time, the Commons reſolved (March 
28) to addreſs his Majeſty for ſeveral other papers 
from the admiralty-office, purſuant to which, on 
Monday the 1ſt of April, there was preſented to tue 
houſe a liſt of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels, em- 
ployed each year, ſince the peace of Utrecht, as 
ſtation-ſhips, in his Majeſty's ſeveral colonies in 
America : And alſo copies of ſo much of the orders 
or inſtructions given to the commanders of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips ſtationed at Jamaica, ſince the peace of 
Utrecht, as relate to their protecting the trade of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; and alſo copies of ſo much of 
the letters from the ſaid commanders to the com- 
miſſioners of the admiralty, or their ſecretary, as 
relate to the ſaid orders and inſtructions, with the 

anſwers 
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anſwers of the ſaid commiſſioners, or their ſecretary 
thereunto ; making up in all 254 papers. 

The next day, ſeveral other papers were laid be- 
fore the houſe, and all of them referred to the grand 
Committee, who according to order, made ſome 
farther progreſs in the conſideration of the ſeveral 
petitions, complaining of the Spaniſb depredations; 
but the reading of ſeveral of theſe papers having 
taken upa great dealof time, this affair wasagain ad- 
journed to Wedneſday the 3d of April, when, after 
a long debate, the Committee came to the follow- 
ing reſolutions, WZ, 


1, That ſeveral ſhips, merchandizes, and effects, 
belanging tothe merchants of this kingdom trading 
to Spain, Portugal, and Italy, have been taken and 
ſeized by the Spaniarss, in manifeſt violation of the 
treaties {ubſiſting between the twocrowns, for which 
no reſtitution has yet been made; and that the maſ- 
ters and crews of ſeveral of the ſaid ſhips have been 
barbarouſly and inhumanly treated. 


2aly, That in order to take the neceſſary care of 
the intereſts and properties of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and thoſe of his allies, very much concerned in the 
cargo and effects belongingto the Flota and Galleons, 
and that all poſſible juſtice might be done to all par- 
ties intereſted therein; and to the end that the ſaid 
treaſure ſhould not be employed in carrying on and 
ſupporting dangerous meaſures and engagements, 
againſt his Majeſty and his allies, the orders and in- 
ſtructions given to Vice-Admiral Hgfer to block up 
the Flota and Calleons, and to endeavour to ſecure 
and detain them, without any embezzlement, until 
Juſtice and ſatisfaction ſhould be given to his Ma- 
jeſty and his allies, were juſt, prudent, and neceſ- 
ſary, tending very much to prevent an open rup- 
ture, and to preſerve the peace and tranquillity of 
Europe. 


Theſe 


ha. 
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y Theſe reſolutions being the next day reported, 
were, upon the queltion ſeyerally put thereupon, 


. agreed to by the houſe; and then, upon a motion 
d made by Mr. Minnington, chairman of that grand 
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e Committee, purſuant to their direction, it was far- 
l ther teſolved, Y 
; © Thatan humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 


g « jeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to uſe his 
I: « beft endeavours, to obtam all juſt and reaſonable 
r * ſatisfaction for the loſſes and damages which the 
- * merchants of this Kingdom trading to Spain, Por- 
* tupal, and 1taly, have ſuſtained, by the Spaniards 
taking and ſeizing ſeveral of their ſhips, merchan- 
bh « dizes, and effects, in manifeſt violation of the trea- 
9 ties ſubſiſting between the two crowns. They 
d © alſo ordered, That the firſt mentioned reſolution 
e ofithis houſe, be humbly laid before his Majeſty, 
h at the fame time with the ſaid addreſs, by ſuch 
members as were of his Majeſty's moſt honourable 
n « prizy-council.? Thisdone, the Commons, by rea- 

ſon of Eaſter holidays, adjourned to #edneſday the 

gth of April, when Mr. Treaſurer acquainted them, 
f that the ſaid addreſs. and reſolution having been laid 
Sy before the King, his Majefty was pleaſed to com- 
e mand him to acquaint the houſe, That his Majeſty 


5. was always extremely concerned when he heard of the 
r. leſſes and ſufferings of his ſubetts; and would continue 
d to uſe bis beſt endeavours, as he had hitherto done, up- 


d on all occafians, to obtain for them juſt and reaſonable 
Sy ſatisfattion. 


p The houſe of Lords having alſo called for moſt 
0 of the papers, that had been laid before the Com- 
1] mons, relating to the Spaniſb depredations; and ha- 
L- ving read ſome of them on Thur/day the 17th of 
. April; conſidered the next day, in a full houſe, of 
0. the ſtate of the nation. Very ſevere reflections were 
of made on the late conduct of thoſe in the adminiſtra- 


tion; and it was propoſed to reſolve, © Thar it 
ſc | © appears 
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© appears to this houſe, that the expence of the 
« ſquadron ſent to the Veſi-Indies under the com- 
© mand of Vice-Admiral Heſer, having been born 
by this nation alone, tho? deſigned to prevent the 
© Spaniards from ſeizing the effects belonging to 


his Majeſty's allies, as well as his ſubjects, which 


« were on board the Flota and Galleons, and from 
. applying the treaſure to diſturb the peace and 


< invade the liberties of Europe, hag been an un- 
© reaſonable burthen on this kingdom. 


But after a long debate, the queſtion being put 
thereupon, it was reſolved in the negative, by 87 


votes againſt 27. Hereupon, ſeveral Lords ſigned 
and entered the following proteſt, viz. 


Diſſentient. 


1, D Ecauſe we conceive, that our allies were, at 


leaſt, as much concerned as our ſelves, to 
Prevent the Spaniards from diſturbing the peace, 
and inyading the liberties of Europe, if there was, 
at that time, ſufficient foundation to apprehend ſuch 
attempts on the part of Spain; and becauſe our al- 
lies the French, in particular, had a much greater 
ſhare in the effects of the Galleons, than this na- 
tion; and by conſequence were much more con- 
cerned in intereſt, to prevent the King of Spain 
from ſeizing thoſe effects. ee 


2dly, Becauſe we not only took the whole charge 
of this expedition upon our ſelves, but have increa- 
ſed our national forces, taking great numbers of 


foreign . into our pay, and contracted to pay 


divers ſubſidies to foreign princes, when it has not 
appeared to us in any authentic manner, as we ap- 
prehend, that our allies have taken upon them- 
ſelves, any expence, proportionable to this, in con- 
ſequence of the Hanover treaty. 
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zaly, Becauſe we are convinced, that the national 
expence and loſſes occaſioned by this expedition, do 
not only very far exceed any intereſt which the ſub- 


jects of this nation can be ſuppoſed to have in the 


Calleons; but have likewiſe been much more conſi- 
derable than any detriment which has accrued to 
Spain, by delaying the return of the Galleons. 


4thly, That by taking this expedition ſolely upon 
our ſelves, we drew the whole reſentment of the 
court of Spain upon this nation, and gave the French 
an opportunity of healing the breaches which had 
been made between thoſe two courts, of acquiring a 
greater ſhare than ever they had in a moſt benefi- 
cial branch of trade, and of acting the part of me- 


diators, rather than that of parties in the diſputes. 


550, We cannot help being of opinion, that this 


burden was the more unreaſonable, fince it does 
not appear that this expedition has had the effect of 
obliging the Spaniards clearly to adjuſt the points in 
diſpute between us, or eſfectually to ſecure to our 
merchants a juit ſatistaction for the great loſſes which 
they have ſuitained by the ſeizures and captures made 
by the Spanierds. | 


Beaufort, Scarſdale, Northampton, 


diraford, Gower, Coventry. 
Craven, Montjoy, Oxford and Mortimer. 
Foley, Plymouth, Willoughby de Broke. 


Litchfield, Bathurſt, 


On Wedneſday the 23d of April, the Commons 
went into a grand committee on the ſupply z and at- 
ter examination of the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms 
and exciſe, the Poſt-maſter General, and other offi- 
cers concerned in the civil liſt revenues, the courtiers 
made it plainly appear, that there were ſo great ar- 
rears ſtanding out, on the ſeveral branches of thoſe 

Vor. IX. Ff revenues, 
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C appears to this houſe, that the expence of the 
6 ds Got if the V. eſt- Indies DET the com- 
© mand of Vice-Admiral Hofer, having been born 
© by this nation alone, tho? deſigned to prevent the 
© Spaniards from ſeizing the effects belonging to 
his Majeſty's allies, as well as his ſubjects, which 
were on board the Flota and Galleons, and from 
applying the treaſure to diſturb the peace and 
invade the liberties of Europe, has been an un- 
< reaſonable burthen on this kingdom. | 
But after a long debate, the queſtion being put 
thereupon, it was reſolved in the negative, by 87 
votes againſt 27. Hereupon, ſeveral Lords ſigned 
and entered the following proteſt, viz. 


Diſſentient.* | | | 
1, Yd Ecauſe we conceive, that our allies were, at 
| leaſt, as much concerned as our ſelyes, to 
Prevent the Spaniards from diſturbing the peace, 
and inyading the liberties of Europe, if there was, 
at that time, ſufficient foundation to apprehend ſuch 
attempts on the part of Spain; and becauſe our al- 
lies the French, in particular, had a much greater 
ſhare in the effects of the Galleons, than this na- 
tion; and by conſequence were much more con- 
cerned in intereſt, to prevent the King of Spain 
from ſeizing thoſe effects. x WARE. 


Ll 
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2dly, Becauſe we not only took the whole charge 
of this expedition upon our ſelves, but have increa- 
ſed our national forces, taking great numbers of 
foreign troops into our pay, and contracted to pay 
divers ſublicies to foreign princes, when it has not 
appeared to us in any authentic manner, as we ap- 


prehend, that our allies have taken upon them- 


ſelves, any expence, proportionable to this, in con- 
ſequence of the Hanover treaty. 
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3dly, Becauſe we are convinced, that the national 
expence and loſſes occaſioned by this expedition, do 
not only very far exceed ary intereſt which the ſub- 


jets of this nation can be ſuppoſed to have in the 


Galleons ; but have likewiſe been much more conſi- 
derable than any detriment which has accrued to 
Spain, by delaying the return of the Galleons. 


4ihly, That by taking this expedition ſolely upon 
our ſelves, we drew the whole reſentment of the 
court of Spain upon this nation, and gave the French 


| an opportunity of healing the breaches which had 


een made between thoſe two courts, of acquiring a 
greater ſhare than ever they had in a moſt benefi- 
cial branch of trade, and of acting the part of me- 


diators, rather than that of parties in the diſputes. 


5thly, We cannot help being of opinion, that this 


burden was the more unreaſonable, fince it does 
not appear that this expedition has had the effect of 
obliging the Spentards clearly to adjuſt rhe points in 
diſpute between us, or eſfectually to ſecure to our 
merchants a jult ſatistaction for the great loſſes which 
they have ſuitained by the ſeizures and captures made 
by the Spaniards. | 


Beaufort, __ Scarſaale, Northampton, 


diraford, Gower, Coventry. 
Craven, Mon jay, Oxford and Mortimer. 
Foley, Plymouth, Willoughby de Broke. 


Litchfield, Bathurſt, 


On Wedneſday the 23d of April, the Commons 
went into a grand committee on the ſupply 3 and at- 
ter examination of the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms 
and exciſe, the Poſt-maſter General, and other offi- 
cers concerned in the civil liſt revenues, the courtiers 
made it plainly appear, that there were ſo great ar- 
rears ſtanding out, on the ſeveral branches of thoſe 

Vor. IX. Ff revenues, 
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revenues, That they fell ſhort of producing within 
the year, the clear ſum of 800, ooo. which was ſet- 
tled for his Majeſty's civil lift, and therefore it was 
moved, That the ſum of 115,000/7. be granted to 
his Majeſty, upon account of the arrears of his civil 
liſt revenues, to be replaced and refunded, for the 
uſe and benefit of the public, out of ſuch arrears of 
the faid revenues, as ſhall be ſtanding out at his Ma- 


jeſty's demiſe, and, together with the ſaid ſum of 


115,000. ſhall be more than ſufficient to make up 
the produce of the ſaid revenues 800, ooo J. per ann. 
during his Majeſty's life, to be computed from the 
25th day of June 1727. Moſt of the members 
who were not 1n the ſecret, ſeemed to be ſurprized 


at this motion, which was the more unexpected, be- 


cauſe, in the former ſeſſion, the ſeveral duties and 
revenues granted by the act for the better ſupport of 
his Majeſty's houſhold, and of the honour and dig- 
nity of the crown, were underſtood, and appeared 


by the accounts then before the houſe, to produce 


yearly much above the ſum of 800, oool. for which 
they were given; and therefore the ſaid motion was 
vigorouſly oppoſed by ſeveral gentlemen. But the 
faid motion was carried in the affirmative, by a ma- 


jority of 241 voices againſt 115. This reſolution 


being the next day (April 24) reported, was agreed 
to by the houſe; and afterwards a clauſe to that pur- 
poſe was inſerted in the bill for aſcertaining the 3 
payable for corn and grain imported, Cc. 

May 6. three ingroſſed bills, 1ſt, For eſtabliſh- 
ing the agreement for the ſurrender of Carolina; adh, 


For better preſervation of his Majeſty's woods in 4. 


merica; 3dly, And for better regulating ſeamen it 
the merchants ſervice z were read the third time, 
paſſed, and ſent up to the Lords; who the ſame day 

ommons the bill for the more et- 


fectual preventing bribery and corruption in the elec- 
tion of members; with ſomeamendments, to enforce 
that wholeſome and neceſſary law, both by enhancing 
- " $4 F 4 the 
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the penalty of 501. to 5007. and other proviſions, 
contained in the following clauſes, viz. 


1. And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
ſuch votes ſhall be deemed to be legal which have been 
ſo declared by the laſt determination in thehouſeof Com- 
mons, which laſt determination concerning any county, 
ſhire, city, borough, cinque-porte, or place, thall be final, 
to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, any uſage to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 


2, And be it farther enacted, That if any perſon who 
hath or claimeth to have, or hereafter ſhall have, or claim 
to have, any right to vote in any ſuch election, fall, 
from and after the ſaid 24th day of June, 1729, ask, 
receive, or take any money, or other reward, by way of 
gift, loan, or viber deviſe, or agree, of contract for 
any money, gift, office, employment, or other reward 
whatfoever, to give his vote, or to refuſe, or 10 
forbear to give his vote in any ſuch election; or 
if any perſou by himſelf, or any perſon employed by 
him, doth or ſhall, by any gift or reward, or by any 
promiſe, agreement, or ſecurity for any gift or re- 
ward, corrupt or procure any perſon or perſons, to 
give his or their vote or votes, in any ſuch election; 
ſuch perſon ſo offending in any of the caſes aforeſaid, 
Hall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the ſum of 5001. 
of lawful money of Great-Britain, to be recovered as 
before directed, together with full coſts of ſuit; and 
every perſon offending in any of the caſes aforeſaid, 
from and after Judgment obtained againſt him in any 
ſuch aFicn of debt, Bill, plaint, or information, or 
ſummary. eftion, proſecuticn, er being any otherwiſe 
lavofully convitted thereof, ſhall for ever be diſabled to 
Tove in any election of member or members to ſerve in 
Parliament, and alſo ſball for ever be diſabled to bold, 
exerciſe, or enjoy any office or franchiſe, to which he 
and they then ſhell, or at any time afterwards may be 
intitled, as a member of any city, barough, town cor- 

FT'2 porate, 
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porate, or cinque port, as if ſuch perſon were natu- 


* 
* 


. 
* 


v. 


* 


o 


„ 
* 


rally dead. 


The Commons having, the next day, taken theſe 
amendments into conſideration, ſome courtiers, who 
from the beginning were againſt this bill, repreſent- 
ed, That the Lords making alterations in a bill of 
this nature, was an encroachment upon the rights and 

rivileges of the houſe of Commons, who were the 
ole judges of the merits of the elections of their own 
members. To this Mr. Villiam Pulteney anſwered, 
That the freedom of Parliament is eſſentially ne- 
* ceſlary to the preſervation of our ancient conſtitu- 
tion; and the freedom of parliamentary elections, 
the moſt valuable branch of the rights and liberties 


of Engliſbmen, of which the Lords are the proper 


* guardianspas well as the Commons, both as a part 
of the Legiſlature, and as the ſupreme court of the 
kingdom. That the freedom of elections, and 


conſequently of Parliaments, is the great bulwark 
of popular liberty, againſt the encroachments and 


* opprefſions of arbitrary power, and wicked mini- 
* fters. That if ever this bulwark ſhould be thrown 
* down by force, or undermined by corruption, the 


very eſſence of our excellent conſtitution would be 


oſt, and we ſhould no longer be a free people: 
And therefore no man, who had any leak: * or 
value for liberty, could either think the penalties 


* 2gainſt corruption too ſevere, or grudge the Lords 


© the-honour of having made the proviſions of this 


. * neceſſary law more efficacious.* Theſe reaſons had 
a great weight, and ſeveral members of the court 
party happening to be abſent, the queſtion for agree 
ing to the amendments made by the Lords, was car- 


ried in the affirmative, by a majority of two voicc: 


only, viz. 91 to 89, 


May o, the Lords took into confideratipn the re- 
port of their grand committee, appointed to conſider 
of the bill ſor ſettling the price of corn and grain im- 

ported 
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rted, and other purpoſes therein mentioned: 
pon which it was moved, that the words follow- 
ing, in the clauſe for appropriating the ſupplies 


granted in this ſeſſion of Parliament, be left out ot 
the ſaid bill, viz. UT ne 


And it is alſo hereby farther enacted, That out of all 
or any the aids or ſupplies aforeſaid, there ſhall and 
may be iſſued and applied, for and upon account of the 
arrears of the ſeveral duties and revenues granted 10 
bis Majeſty, by an att made and paſſed in ibe firſt year 
of bis Majeſty's reign (intitled, An Act for the bet- 
ter ſupport of his Majeſty's houlhold, and the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown of Great-Britain ) 
any ſum or ſums of money, not exceeding the ſum of 
115,000. in ſuch manner, and for ſuch uſes and pur- 
poſes as his Majeſty ſhall from time to time, be pleaſed 
to direct and appoint : Provided always, and be it 
enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe there 
ſhall be ſtanding out, or in arrear at the demiſe of 
bis Majeſty (whom God long preſerve) any ſum or 
ſums of money, for or on account of the ſaid duties 
and revenues, which, together with what hath been, 
or ſhall be received out of the ſame, during his Ma- 
Jeſty*s life, and together with the ſaid ſum of 115,000). 
ſhall be more than ſufficient to compleat and ſatisfy to 
his Majeſty during his life, the yearly ſum of 800,000. 
per annum in clear money, to be computed from the 
25th day of June, 1727; Then, and in ſuch caſe, 


the ſaid ſum of 1 15,0001. ſhall be replaced and refund- 


ed, by or out of ſuch ſum or ſums of money ſo ſtanding 
out or in arrear as aforeſaid, as ſhall be more than 
ſufficient to compltat the ſaid yearly ſum of Soo, oool. 
in clear money, to be computed as oforefaid, or ſo much 
thereof as the monies ariſing thereby fhall extend bo, to 
ſatisfy the ſame; and that the monies ſo to be replaced, 
or refunded, ſhall be ſeparated and kept apart in his 
Majeſty's Exchequer, for the uſe and benefit of the 


public, and ſhall not be iſſued or applied tc any other 


3 u ſe 
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uſe or uſes than. ſuch: as ſhall be directed by authority 
of Parliament. 


The motion being objected to, the queſtion was 
p t, Whether thoſe words ſhould ſtand part of the 
ill? Which, aſter a long debate, was reſolved in 


the affirmative: Hereupon ſeveral Lords entered 


the following proteſt. 
Content 69. 
| Not Content 19. 


Diſſentsent* hr 
, Becauſe we apprehend that this part of the 
clauſe is neither founded on the words ct the act to 
which it refers, nor warranted by any conſtruction 
thereof; for the proviſion made in that act is, That 
whenever the produce of the ſeveral duties and revenues 
thereby granted appears to be ſo deficient, that within 
any one year it ſhall not be ſufficient to anſwer and ſati/- 
fy the ſum of 800,000 |. then, and not in any other 
caſe, ſuch deficiency is to be made good out of the next 
aids in Parliament. As this act therefore provides 
only for a real deficiency of the produce, and not for 
any arrear in the receipt within the year; and it has 
appeared by the accounts laid before this houſe, That 
the real produce was conſiderably more than ſufficient 
to anſwer the ſum of $00,000 /. we think there can 
be no colour to affirm, that there has been any ſuch 
deficiency as the act can be ſuppoſed to provide for. 
This appears from the words of the clauſe, which 
direct the application of the ſum of 115,000 J. for 
and upon account of arrears ; and we cannot conceive 
the arrears provided for by this clauſe, and the defi- 
ciency deſcribed in the act, to be one and the ſame 
thing; ſince, if they could be ſo underſtood, the 
rov:{ion in the clauſe would have been made agree- 
able to the words of the act, which relate to a defi- 
ciency only; and it would be highly unjuſt to his 
Majeſty, to direct the ſum of 115,000 /. to be re- 
tunded tothe public, at any time, or under any con- 
- ditions z for it there had been a real deficiency, the 


. grant 
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grant to his Majeſty ſnould be abſolute, and the 
ſum of 113, ooo J. would legally belong to him; ſo 

that this clauſe either takes from his Majeſty what 

we have no right to take, or it gives him what, as 

we apprehend, he has no right to claim. As we 
cannot then conſider this ſum to be given either for 
a real deficiency, founded on the civil liſt act, or 
that it can be warranted by the ſaid act, as a ſup-. 
poſed arrear, we conceive it to be a new grant to 
his Majeſty, and a new burden on the people, which 

does not appear to us to have been demanded by 
the crown, and conſequently not to have paſſed ac- 
cording to the forms hitherto practiſed, and requi- 

ſite in all ſuch caſes, 


2dly, This clauſe appears to us unreaſonable on 
many accounts: As there was no real deficiency at 
Midſummer. 1728, to which time the account was 
ſtated, ſo neither is there any arrear at the time when 
this new ſupply is granted; but the whole ſum of 
doo, ooo J. and conſiderably more, was come into his 
Majeſty's coffers, and he was conſequently in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the very money, the ſuppoſed arrear of 
which is made good to him by this clauſe. Thus 
it ſeems to us, that the nation is loaded, not to com- 
pleat, but to augment the ſum deſigned for his Ma- 
jeſty's civil liſt; and this, at a time when the public 
debts are increaſed; when the taxes are heavily felt 
in all parts of the country; when our foreign tiade 
is incumbered and diminiſhed ; when our manu- 
factures decay; when our poor daily multiply; and 
when many other national calamities ſurround us. 
Theſe conſiderations are in themſelves very moving; 
and we apprehend that they muſt appear ſtronger, 
when it ſhall be farther conſidered, that his Majeſty 
would be ſo far from wanting any of thoſe extraor- 
dinary ſupplies, that even without the proviſion in 
the civil liſt act, for making good deficiencies, he 
would be poſſeſſed of a far greater revenue than 
74 King 
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King William, * Anne, or even his late Ma. 
Jeſty en joyed; and yet his preſent Majeſty, when 
Prince of Wales, received out of the civil liſt reve- 
nues, during the reign of the late King, 100,000 l. 
per ann. beſides the intire revenues of the prineipa- 
ity of Wales, and dutchy of Cornwall ; whereas it 
does notappear to us, that the like ſum of a oo, ooo. 
per ann. or even the revenues of the principality of 
Wales, have yet been ſettled upon his preſent Royal 
[Er din leo 
- * 2aly, We cannot but be extremely apprehenſive 
of the many ill conſequences which may follow from 
a grant of money to the crown ſo ill grounded,-and 
ſo unreaſonable, ag we. conceive this to Be. The 
advantage in favour of his Majeſty, eſtabliſhed by 
the civil liſt act, is very great; ſince, if the produce 
of the revenues granted and appropriated to the uſe 
of the civil liſt, dogs nat anſwer the yearly ſum of 
doo, oool. the deficiency is to be made good to his 
Majeſty by the public; whereas no proviſion is made, 
by which, if the produce of thoſe revenues exceeds 
the ſum of 800,0007. the ſurplus ſhall accrue to the 
benefit of the public. By this precedent, not only 
real deficiencies are to be made good, but ſupplies 
are to be given for arrears ſtanding out at the end of 
every yrar; and not only for arrears ſtanding cut, 
but even for arrears which ſhall come in before the 
ſupplies can be granted; though the ſupply given 
to make arrears in one year, will certaitily increate 
the ſurpluſages in another: When we conſider the 
method which has obtained, of anticipating the re- 
venues before they come into the Exchequer, contra- 
ry to the ancient and legal practice; when we reflect 
in what manner theſe accounts have been made up, 
and in what manner they have bcen brought in, we 
cannot but apprehend that a door is opened by this 
precedent, for laying new and exceſſive charges on 
the nation, The revenues appropriated to the _—_ 
0 
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of his Majeſty*s civil liſt, are ſubject in their own 
nature to vary, and even when there is no deficiency 
in the produce, there may be arrears in the receipt; 
theſe arrears may eaſily be increaſed, by the manage- 
ment of deſigning miniſters, by private directions to 
receivers, and by artful methods of ſtating the ac- 
counts; from all which, we cannot but apprehend, 
that now this precedent is made, we may have fre- 
quent accounts of arrears, and a grievous and even 
intolerable load may be brought on the natian in a 
ſhort time. And we are prrſuaded that his Majeſty 
can have no ſatisfaction in finding his court abound 
in wealth, while he may undergo the mortification 
of ſeeing his people reduced to poverty. Neither 
can we concetve that the latter part of the clauſe is 
in any degree an adequate proviſion againſt the evil 
we complain of, or the apprehenſions we entertain: 
for an account to be made up at his Majeſty's demiſe, 
will not prevent the conſequences of this precedent 
during his life; and as we hope that his reign will 
be long, ſo we may be allowed to fear, That even 
during'the continuance of it, this extraordinary me- 
thod of increaſing his Majeſty's private revenue (al- 
ready very ample) may prove a ſource of general 


diſcontent, which is but too apt to produce a general 
diſſaffection. 


Plymouth, Boyle, Scarſdale, 
Willoughby de Brook, Northampton, Montjoy, 
Gower,  Strafford, Oxford & Mort- 
Warrington, Litchfield, (timer, 
Coventry, Beauford, Bathurſt. 


On Monday the 15th of May, the Lords read the 
third time the bill above-mentioned, to aſcertain the 
cuſtom payable for corn and grain imported, &c. 
And the queſtion, That the faid bill ſhall paſs, be- 
Ing reſolved in the affirmative, ſeveral Lords enter- 
ed and figned another proteſt, to this effect, — 

Dif- 
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Diſſentient.“ 55 

12, Becauſe we conceive there will accrue leſs de- 
2 to the public by rejecting this whole bill, 

an eing to it, with that part of the a he 
en exacts —.— of 1 — l. 
to be given to his Majeſty, for and upon account of 
arrears in the civil liſt, ſince it would have been 
eaſy, had this bill been rejected, to have provided 
for the general appropriation of the ſeveral aids 
granted in this ſeſſion of Parliament, in ſome other 
manner. | 


24ly, Becauſe the revenue for defraying the ex- 

pences of his Majeſty's civil government, being 
conſiderably more ample than that of any of his 
predeceſſors, we flattered ourſelves that the public 
would not have been called upon again, in ſo ſhort 
a time, to make an addition to that liberal provi- 
viſion for the crown, though there had been ſome 
ſmall deficiency in ſome of the duties appropriated 
to the ſervice of it: But this, in our opinion, is fo 
far from being the caſe, that we are firmly per- 
ſuaded, if we had agreed to this bill, with that part 
of the clauſe, we ſhould have conſented to a grant 
of a new aid, and not to make good the deficiency 
of an old one; fince it ſeems evident to us, that 
the produce of the civil lift funds, in the firſt year 
of his Majeſty's reign, rather exceeded than fell 
ſhort of 800,000 J. even from thoſe accounts deli- 
vered into the houſe, which we believe will be uni- 
verſally allowed to be free from any ſuſpicion of 
error, in favour of the people. 


3dly, Becauſe we look upon this to be not only a 
grant of a new aid, but a grant made in ſuch an irre · 
lar manner, without being demanded by the crown, 
that it cannot but give us ſome reaſon to think, that 
however 
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however it may be wanted by the miniſters, it may 
poſſibly not be deſired by his Majeſty. N 


4thly, Becauſe the literal interpretation of part 
of the act for ſettling the civil liſt revenues on his 
Majeſty, which was contended for, in order to juſti- 
ſy that part of this clauſe to which we object, ſeems 
to us liable to conſequences very dangerous to the 
properties of all the ubjects, by putting it into the 
power of thoſe who have the management of the 
public money, to give the crown a title to the ar- 
rears of the civil lift funds, tho? perhaps left on pur- 
pole in the hands of the receivers, and to a parlia- 
nentary ſupply for thoſe very arrears too. 


i$ 5thly, Becauſe the argument which was uſed for 
c paſſing the clauſe, from the ſmallneſs of the ſum, 
rt ems to us a much ſtronger reaſon why it ſhould 
i- Woot be aſked, than why it would be granted. 


d bt hy, Becauſe we obſerve, that whenever a ſupply 
ſo br the cixil liſt has been aſked in Parliament, it has 
r- auſed great uneaſineſs in the nation, tho? demanded 
rt om the crown it ſelf, and upon pretences, in our 
nt Nopinion, more juſtifiable, and at times leſs unrea» 
cy onable than this, when, notwithſtanding our moſt 
at MWprevailing methods of negotiation, the fate of Eu- 
ar Ne, as far as we are enabled to Judge, is ſtill in 
ell Naſpence; and we labour under difficulties that un- 
li- voidably attend ſuch a doubtful and undetermined. 
ni - tuation of our affairs abroad; when the complaints 
of ef the people at home are general and loud, and, as 

ve fear, too well founded, on account of their pover- 

ty, and other calamities, with which they have been 

y a Wngafflicted; and when, for that reaſon, it appears 
re · Ito us to be not only a proper clemency, but true po- 
„ey too, to avoid giving them the leaſt ground to 
at Nepprehend, that the Parliament, by laying unne- 
ver ceſſary 


! 
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43 ceſſary burdens upon them, may itſelf become one : 
| of their grievances. | 8 
othly, Becauſe this attempt, when we conſider it 
in all its circumſtances, as far as appears to us, is 
without example; and we dread leſt it ſhould be P 
made one, and laid hold of as a precedent hereafter, 9 
jf ever the nation ſhould have the misfortune to ſee M 
2 laviſh, weak, and rapacious miniſtry, armed I © 
with great power, deſirous to raiſe ſuch extraordi- 
nary ſupplies in Parliament, in ſuch extraordi. ; 
nary ways, more in reality to ſupport their own | '* 
inconſiderate and pernicious ſchemes, than the 
+ honour and dignity of the crown. | 1 
Scarſdale, Northampton, Plymouth, : 
Beaufort, Coventry, Warrington, . | 
'Strafford Litchfield, Mont joy, : 
Gower, Boyle, © Bathurſt, . 
Oxford & Mort. Willoughby de Broke, 4 
' After this, Mr. Treaſurer acquainted the houſe, Y , 
That he had a rink „ from his Majeſty to this , 
houſe, ſigned by his Mejeſty; and he preſented . : 
the ſame to the houſe; and it was read by Mr.. 
Speaker, as followeth, viz. oe E, 
| GEORGE R. 55 


VII Majeſty thinks fit to acquaint this houſe, That 3 
be intends, for divers weighty and important 
reaſons, ſpeedily to viſit his dominions in Germany, K 
and to appoint his deareſt conſort the Queen, regen * 
of this kingdom, during his Mazeſty*s abſence. 


Then upon a meſſage from the Lords, That the] t 
Lords had paſſeda bill, intitled, An Act to enable ber! 
Majeſty to Fe regent of this kingdom, during his Mil © © 
Hefty*s abſence, without taking the oaths : To which the 
Lords deſired the concurrence of this houſe, The F 
bil 


That 


yt all 
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bill was immediately read the 1ſt, 2d, and 3d 
times, paſſed, and ſent back to the Lords. 


A. 1729. 


May 14. The King came to the houſe of 
Peers, with the uſual ſtate and ſolemnity, and the 
Commons being ſent for up, and attending, his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to 
ſeveral public and a Bk, =: > 


After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to makethe 
following Speech toboth houſesof Parliament, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


445 


6 ** ſeaſon of the year, and the diſpatch you — King's 


have given to the public buſineſs, make it 
proper for me to put an end to this ſeſſion of Par- 
* liament;z which I cannot do without expreſſing 
my ſatisfaction at the juſt regard you have ſhewn 


| © upon all occaſions, to my honour, and the true 


* intereſt of my people. | 

* Theprudence and temper with which you ha 
* proceeded at this critical conjuncture, have been 
* very acceptable to me, and cannot fail of meet- 
ing with general approbation : Your ſeveral de- 
* terminations upon matters of the greateſt nicety 
and importance, have ſhewn you not inſenſible of 
* the difficulries we labour under, without ſuffering 
* your ſelves to be tranſported, and carried into 
* any unreaſonable warmths and animoſities: You 
have conſidercd the loſſes of our merchants, with 
a becoming compaſſion and concern; and recei- 
ved their complaints in ſuch a manner, as will 
* beſt conduce tothe obtaining them juſtice and ſa», 
© tisfactionz and you may be aſſured, no endea- 
© vours ſh ul be wanting on my part, to anſwer the 
© expectations and wiſhes of ny people. 


Crentlemer 
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Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

The ſupplies which you have granted me, and 
« {o effectually raiſed, in a manner the leaſt burden- 
« ſome to my ſubjects, are a new proof of your zeal, 
affection, and readineſs to ſupport me in the de- 
© fence and protection of the rights and privileges 
of my kingdom. It is a great ſatisfaction to me 
to obſerve, that you have been thus able to ſup. 
© ply the neceſſary charges and expences that have 
been unavoidably brought and continued upon 
« us, and at the ſame time to make a farther. pro- 
« preſs in leſſening and reducing the national debt. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© I have already e you, that it being ne- 
< ceflary for me to viſit my German dominions this 


© year, 1 have determined to make the Queen re. 


© oent here, during my abſence; and I muſt in a 
particular manner recommend it to you all, to 
© make her adminiſtration. as eaſy as poſlible, by 
« preſetving the peace and quiet of the kingdom, 
in your ſeveral ſtations and countries; and by en- 
deavouring to diſcountenance and reſtrain the vile 
< and ſeditious practices of raifing unjuſt clamours, 
© and creating diſcontents in the minds of my peo- 
ad © | | 


And afterwirds the Lord Chancellor, by his Mx 
jeſty's command, ſaid, . 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
It is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 
this Parliament be prorogued ta Tueſday the two 
© and twentieth day of 7uly next, to be then here 
held; and this Parliament is accordingly pro- 


* rogued to Trefday the two and twentieth day of 


© ay next; > * 


Th: 


„ that 
e two 
1 here 
pro- 


day of 


Jeg 
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The Third Sgſion of the Third Septennial Par- 


lament, 


January 13, 1730. 

H IS Majeſty came this day to the houſe of 

Peers, and being in his royal robes ſeated on 
the throne with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Charles 
Dalton, Gentleman-uſher of the Black-rod, was 
ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the houſe 
of Commons, commanding their attendance in the 
houſe of Peers ; the Commons being come thither 
accordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſe to make the 
following moſt gracious Speech: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I is with great ſatisfaction I acquaint you, that 


we have at length extricated ourſelves from 
the many difficulties and inconveniencies that at- 
tended rhe uncertain ſtate of affairs in Europe, by 
having concluded an abſolute peace with the crown 
* of Fpain. 

This negotiation hath been carried on, and fi- 
© niſhed, with a perfect union, harmony, and fide- 
© lity, between me and my allies, with no other 
© view but to prevent the miſeries and confuſion of 
*a war, which if once kindled in Europe, it had 
© been as hard to know the end, as to determine 
the ſucceſs of ſuch a fatal event. 

As this alliance is built upon the foundation, and 
is agreeable to the purport and intentions of for- 
© mer treaties, without any alterations in the prin- 
* cipal articles, but ſuch as tend to render more ef- 
fectual, what the contracting powers in the qua- 
druple alliance were before engaged to fee per- 
* formed, it is very juſtly to be — that from 
this happy beginning, the great work, ot a gene- 
tal pacification, will ſoon be perfect and — 

Hic 
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© But if, contrary to expectation, and in reſent- 
< ment of the preſent engagemen new trou- 


ts, any 
bles, althoꝰ with little proſpect of ſucceſs, ſhould 


be raiſed in Europe, to oppoſe or diſappoint the 
execution of them, Iam confidear I ſhalt not want 
the ſupport and affiſtance of my Parliament in ſo 


juſt a cauſe, which hath the joint concurrence of 


ſo many conſiderable powers, for the honour and 
credit of the preſent meaſures, and their united 
« ſtrength, in maintenance of our mutual ſtipulations, 

In the mean time, I can aſſure you, that I have 
made it my firſt care to conſult the immediate in- 
tereſts of theſe my kingdoms, preferable to any 


other conſideration, and at the hazard of all 
other events. 


All former treaties and conventions made with 
Spain, in favour of our trade and navigation, are 
« renewed and confirmed; not only a tree and un- 
« interrupted exerciſe of our commerce, for the tu- 
< ture, is reſtored, but juſt and ample reſtitution, 
and reparation, for unlawful ſeizures and depre- 
dations, are exprefly ſtipulated and agreed to; in 
« general, all rights, privileges, and poſſeſſions, 


in any manner belonging ro me and my allies, 


« are ſolemnly re eſtabliſhed, confirmed and gui- 
«* ranteed, and not one conceſſion is made to the 


- * prejudice of me or my ſubjects. 


By this means a foundation is laid for removing 


all former animoſities and miſunderſtandings be- 


* tween the kingdoms of Great Britain and Spain; 
* and it is not at all to be doubred, but that by 
faithful execution of our reciprocal engagements, 
a perfect friendſhip berwixtthetwo nations, united 


by the common ties of mutual intereſt, may be 


* more ſtrongly eſtabliſhedand cemented than ever, 
And that my ſubjects might reap the earlieſt fruits 

* of this advantageous peace, I gave orders for the 
* immediate reductionofa great number of my land- 
* torcey 


are 


un- 
fu- 
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pre- 
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« forces, and for layingamp and diſcharging a great 
part buy, fleetwores, yy 
oa 6.255. Oo He „% r 430g © 
- 1+Guntlememaf the houſe of Commons, 

This will pake.a copliderable ſaving in the ex- 
pen of. the urgent year, and 1 hope it will give 
«a general ſatisfaction to my people, as it is a 
* moſt ſenſible pleaſure to me. The proper eſti- 
* mates ſhall be laid before you, and I make no 
doubt but you will grant me the neceſſary ſup- 
* plies, and enable me to make good my engage- 


© ments with my allies, in ſuch — as ſhall be 


* 


* moſt effeQual for the public ſervice, and moſt eaſy 


to your fellow ſubjects. 1 


Lou will ſee by the accounts that will be laid 


before you, the ſtate, produce, and application of 
the ſink ing fund, us far as hath been hitherto di- 
* rected by Act of Parliament; and you will not fail 
to take into your conſideration the farther diſpoſi- 
tion of the growing produce: You are the beit 
© judges, whether the circumſtances of the ſinking 
fund, and of the national debt, will as yet admit 
« of giving any eaſe, where the duties are moſt grie- 
vous. nl bave the greateſt regard. for the finking 
fund, and look with compaſſion upon the hard- 
ſhips of the poor axtificers and manufacturers. | 
leave it to your determination, what may reaſon- 
© ably and with due caution be done upon this 
critical conſideration. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 
That we may receive the natural advantages of 
our preſent ſituation, I muſt, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner recommend to you a perfect unanimity among 
* your ſelves; ſuch as may intirely defeat the hopes 
* of our enemies both at home and abroad: The 
groundleſs inſinuations, cavils, and clamours of 
t ſome few ill deſigning perſons, to ſhake the ſteadi- 
&neſs of thoſe powers who are already my allies, or 
"For: 18. _ to 
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© to hinder others from becoming ſo, will, by your 
© unanimity, be rendered ineffectual ; and I deſire 
that the affections of my people may be the ſtrengh 
of my government, as their interelt has always becn 
© the rule of my actions and the object of my wiſhes, 


The humble addreſs of the right honourable the Lord; 
ſpiritual and temporal in Parliament aſſembled. 


( Preſented to his Majeſty on Wedneſday the 144h of 
| January, 1730.) | 


Maſt gracious Sovereign, 
. W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
6 \ ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return the 
humble thanks of this houſe for your Majeſty's 
* moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 

We humbly congratulate your Majeſty upon your 
« ſafe and happy arrival in this kingdom, and are 
deeply ſenſible, that nothing could in any degree 
© alleviate the loſs we muſt ever ſuffer by your Ma. 
« jeſty*s abſence from us, but the prudent and happy 
* adminiſtration of the government by the Queen, in 
the moſt critical conjuncture of affairs, under your 
« Majeſty's authority, and by your great example. 

We want words to expreſs our joy and grati- 


* © tude in congratulating your Majeſty on your hav- 


ing concluded an ablolute peace with the crown 
© of Spain; and when we reflect upon the tender 
and anxious concern your Majeſty has ſhewn, du- 


ring the whole courſe of the late uncertain ſtare | 


of affairs in Europe, we cannot but look upon this 
happy event as a public reward from heaven for 
« your Majeſty's love of your people. 

The earneſt defire of your Majeſty to prevent 
© the miſeries and confuſion unavoidable in war, the 
events of which are far removed from all human 
* foreſight, even under the conduct of the greateſt 

; « princes) 
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prinees) and at the ſame time your ſteadineſs and 
© reſolution in continuing the neceſſary prepara- 
© tions, joined with a perfect union and mutual fide- 
* lity between your Majeſty and your allies, have 
at laſt ſurmounted all difficulties that ſtood in the 
way of our happineſs. 

* Analliance built upon the foundation of former 
{ treaties, and rendering more effectual what the con- 
* tracting powers in the quadruple alliance were be- 
fore obliged to perform; the confirming all for- 
mer conventions made with Spain in favour of our 
trade; the ſtipulating a juſt and ample reſtitution 
* and reparation for unlawful ſeizures and depreda- 
tions; and in general, the re. eſtabliſnment and 
«* guaranty of all rights, privileges and poſſeſſions 
in any manner belonging to your Majeſty, or your 
© allies, without any conceſſion being made to the 
© prejudice of your Majeſty, or your ſubjects, are 
conditions intirely agreeable to the true intereſt of 
© Great Britain, equal even to thoſe we might have 
© expected after a proſperous war, as the fruits of 
© victories, if your Majeſty's unwearied labours for 
peace had been unſucceſsful. 

We have the greateſt reaſon to believe, that a 
general pacification will be the conſequence of this 
happy beginning; for your Majeſty, having noam- 
bition but to defend the honour and rights of this 
nation, to ſee our trade flouriſh, and to reign over 
© a happy and willing people, is ever averſe to war: 
And, on the other ſide, fo juſt a cauſe, ſupporred 
© by the united ſtrength of ſo many confiderable al- 
lies, joined in intereſt for the tranquillity of Europe, 
© will incline other powers to peace. This, we hope, 
vill produce an univerſal approbation of the pre- 
* ſent engagements. But as your Majeſty's firſt care 
© has been to conſult the immediate intereſts of theſe 
your kingdoms, preferable to any other conſide- 
© rations, and at the hazard of all other events; if, 
* contrary to expectation, and in reſentment of theſe 

Eg 2 * meaſures, 
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meaſures, any new troubles ſhould be raiſed in 


Europe, to oppole or diſappoint the execution of 


them, the ſame juſtice, gratitude, and honour, 
which have hitherto influenced us, muſt make us 
exert ourſelves to the utmoſt to ſupport and aſſiſt 
your Majeſty, 

« Your Majeſty, by the immediate reduction of a 
great number of your land forces, and the laying 
up a great part of the fleet, has ſhewed how un- 
willing you were to ſuffer any time to intervene 
between the concluſion of the peace, and letting 
your ſubjects ſee the happy effects of it. This lays 
the ſtrongeſt obligation upon us to place the grea- 
ter truſt and confidence in your Majeſty, when 
we find by experience, that our military prepa- 
rations are made only when the public neceſſities 
call upon your Majeſty to defend your kingdoms, 
and are laid aſide the very inſtant that our ſafety 
will admit of it. 

The unanimity among ourſelves, which your 
Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to recommend to us, 
is one of the leaſt returns we ought to make for 
theſe bleſſings procured for us: your Majeſty has 
compleated the wiſhes of all your good ſubjects, 
and the deſpair of the bad : You have obviated ail 
the groundleſs cavils and clamours, which even 
malice itſelf could invent; ſo that the inſinua- 
tions of any conſiderable remnant of faction, 
which may be yet in being, will have as little 
appearance of veracity abroad, as of duty, loyal- 
ty, or love of their country, at home; and will 


ſerve only to excite us all to act with the greateſt | 
zeal and harmony, ſo as to make your govern- 


ment as eaſy and happy for your Majeſty, as it is 


* for us. 
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r, His Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer. 

= My Lords, 


Wn ] Thank you for this dutiful and loyal addreſs. I doubt The King's 
not but my ſubjefs will reap great advantage from ber. 
* the treaty concluded with Spain; and a faithful exe- 
- cul ion of all that is ſtipulated in their favour, ſhall be 


"a 


a my principal care; io which nothing will contribute 
: more eſfectually, than the ſtrong and affefionate aſſu- 
5 rances you give me of your ſupport and aſſiſtance, in 
2 caſe any powers ſhould, in reſentment of the meaſures 1 
ug have taken, endeavour to raiſe new troubles. 
5 The humble Addreſs of the houſe of Commons to 
the King. 

IS, 
7 BN (Preſented to his Majeſty on Thurſday the 1 5th of 
os January, 1730.) 
* Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
na 6 WI your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
be : ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
in Parliament aſſembled, return your Majeſty our 
5s * moſt humble thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech 
uy from the throne. 

We cannot omit taking this firſt opportunity to 
— * congratulate your Majeſty upon your happy return 


| into theſe kingdoms : The juſt and prudent admi- 
i © niſtrationof che government, during your Majeſty's 
t K *« abſence, by the queen your royal conſort, ruling by 
a your authority, and governing by your example, 
I could alone compenſate for the want of your royal 
< preſence and auſpicious influence among us. 

The welcome news of your Majeſty's having 
concluded an abſolute peace with the crown of 
Spain, effected by a perfect union, harmony and 
lis fidelity between your Majeſty and your allies, fill- 

*ed the hearts of all your good people with inex- 
Gg 3 * preflible 
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preſſible joy and ſatisfaction; and we ſhould be 
* wanting in duty to your Majeſty, in juſtice to our- 
« ſelves, and not anſwer the expectations of thoſe we 
© repreſent, if we did not approach your Majeſty 
upon this happy occaſion with hearts full of duty 
and gratitude, and with the ſtrongeſt acknowledg- 
* ments of your Majeſty's goodneſs, wiſdom and re- 
+ ſolution z your wiſdom and reſolution, in not ſuf- 
+ fering yourſelf to be diverted by any falſe and 
© malicious clamours and inſinuations, from ſteadi- 
ly purſuing the great and deſirable work of giving 
+ peace to your people; your goodneſs, in conſult. 
ing the immediate intereſts of theſe your king- 
* doms, preferable to all other conſiderations, and 
at the hazard of all other events. 

This mult convince the woxld of your Majeſty's 
* paternal care and tender regard for your Britif 
s dominions, when we ſee all former treaties made in 
* favour of our trade and commerce, and for the ſecu- 
© rity of the rights, privileges and poſſeſſions belong- 
ing to your Majeſty, renewed and confirmed, when 
ve ſee the crown of Spain under new and freſh ob- 
* ligations to your Majeſty, not only to permit to 
« your ſubjects a free and uninterrupted exerciſe of 
their trade and commerce for the future, but to 
* make juſt and ample reſtitution and reparation for 
all former unlawful#ſeizures and depredations. 

* The extenſion of former engagements, without 
any material alterations in the principal articles from 
the purport and intentions of former treaties, in 
order to obtain theſe great and truly valuable ad- 
* vantages, without one conceſſion made to the pre- 
* judice of your Majeſty, or your ſubjects, is a con- 
ſideration that to reject had been loſing the faireſt 
opportunity to recover the ancient freedom and li- 
berty of trade and commerce to theſe kingdoms ; 
and not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is ſti- 
* pulated on your Majeſty's part to ſecure a recipro- 
cal performance from your Majeſty's allies, of the 

| © ENgAage- 
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© engagements they have entered into, would be a- 
« bandoning the particular intereſts and properties 
« of your Majeſty's trading ſubjects, and to expoſe 
the trade and commerce of this nation, to all the 
* hazards and incertainties which they have ſo long 
laboured under, 

* Theſe bleſſings ſecured to us, will ſufficiently 
© compenſate all inconveniencies that can attend thę 
performance of your Majeſty's engagements : And 
* asit 1s juſtly to be preſumed, that a general pacifi- 
cation and tranquillity in Europe, will be the conſe- 
« quence of the preſent treaty, the proſpect of ſeeing 
this ſoon compleat and perfected, adds greatly to 
our ſatisfaction. 

But if, contrary to expectation, and in reſent- 
ment to your Majeſty's juſt and prudent meaſures, 
any new troubles ſhould be raiſed in Europe, to 
oppoſe or diſappoint the execution of the preſent 
* engagements, we think ourſelves obliged by the 
* ſtrongeſt ties of duty, affection and gratitude, to 
© aſſure your Majeſty, that we will ſtand by and 
* ſupport your Majeſty againſt all inſults and indig- 
© nities that ſhall be offered to your Majeſty, and 
that we will enable you to make good your en- 
* gagements with your allies. 

© The immediate reduction of ſo conſiderable a 
part of your forces by ſea and land, upon the firſt 
© notice of the confirmation of the peace, is another 
© inſtance of your Majeſty's care and attention to the 
* eaſe and welfare of your people; and the recom- 
* mending to our conſideration the ſtate of the ſink- 
ing fund, in ſogracious and condeſcending a man- 
ner, obliges us to proceed with all poſſible caution 
and prudence in an affair of that nicety and im- 
* portance, where the earlier diſcharge of the na- 

© tional debt on one hand, and the hardſhips of the 
© poor artificers and manufacturers on the other, re- 
« quire the greateſt regard, and deſerve the moſt 
* mature deliberation. 
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From a due ſenſe of theſe many proofs of your 
Majeſty's unwearied endeavours to conſult the ha 
© pineſs of your people, we think ourſelves obliged 
© to aſſure your Majeſty, that this houſe will, by the 
< beſt and moſt eaſy methods, effectually raiſe the 
neceſſary ſupplies for the ſervice of the current 
year; and by a proper zeal and concern for the 
* honour of your Majeſty, the public tranquillity, 
and the good of your people, defeat the vain ex- 
« pectation of ſuch ill-deſigning perſons, who may 
« flatter themſelves with the hopes of being able, by 
groundleſs inſinuations, cavils, and clamours, to 
* ſhake che ſteadineſs of thoſe powers who are al- 
© ready allies to your Majeſty, or to hinder others 
from becoming ſo.“ 


His Majeſty's moſt graciqus anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


Return you my thanks for this very affeftionate and 
loyal addreſs. The aſſurances you have given me, 


and the ſupport of my Parliament in enabling me to 


make good my engagements with my allies, will, I pro- 
miſe myſelf, greatly contribute towards ſettling the ge- 
neral pacification of Europe. 

You may be aſſured, that the confidence you repoſe 
in me ſhall never be made uſe of but for preſerving the 
public tranquillity, for maintaining the rights and in- 


tereſts of my people, and in vindication of my honour 
and dignity. N 


The 


A 


( 
| 
| 
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R The Lords Proteſts in this Seſſion of Parliament. 


ie I, On the treaty of peace, union, and friendſhip, 
between Great Britain, France, and Spain, con- 


g cluded at Seville on the gth of November, 1729. 
e 
4 Die Marlis 27 Fanuarii 1729. 


ay F: HE houſe (according to order) proceeded to 
by take into farther conſideration the treaty of 


| peace, union and friendſhip, lately concluded at 
a Seville ; and the ſame was read by the clerk, as was 


alſo the fifth article of the quadruple alliance. 
Moved to reſolve, That the agreement in the 
treaty of Seville to effectuate the introduction of 
Spaniſh troops into Tuſcany and Parma, is a mani- 
teſt violation of the fifth article of the quadruple al- 
lance, tends to involve the nation in a dangerous 
7nd and expenſive war, and to deſtroy the balance of 
me, power in Europe. 
10 After debate, the queſtion was put upon the ſaid 


70. motion, and it was reſolved in the negative. 

— f : 
Content 31. 

the 


Moved to refolve, That our right of ſovereignty, 
our dominion, poſieſſion, and propriety to Gibraltar and 
the iſland of Minorca, is not aſcertained by the trea- 
ty of Seville, ſo as to extinguiſh the claims and pre- 
tenſions ſet up by the Spaniards, which were follow- 
ed by an actual ſiege, ſince the ceſſion of thoſe va- 
luable places by the treaty of Utrecht, 

After debate, the queſtion was put thereon, and 
it was reſolved in the negative. 


The 


Content 31. 
Not Content 85, 


Moved 
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Moved to reſolve, That the ſtipulations in the 
treaty of Seville for repairing the loſſes of our mer. 
chants, are inſufficient and precarious. 

After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon, it 
was reſolved in the negative. 


Content 30 
Not Content 72 


Then it was propoſed to reſolve, That the treaty 
of peace, union and friendſhip, concluded at Seville 
on the gth of November laſt, doth contain all ne- 
ceſſary ſtipulations for maintaining and ſecuring 
the honour, dignity, rights and poſſeſſions of the 
crown; and that all due care is taken therein for 
the ſupport of the trade of the kingdom, and tor re- 
pairing the loſſes ſuftered by the merchants. 

After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon, 
and it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſeatient.” 
Ecauſe we think this queſtion, from the debate, 
as well as from the import of the queſtion it- 
ſelf, was deſigned as a juſtification of the whole trea- 
ty, which appears to us neither to be ſolid, honour- 
able nor advantageous for the following reaſons. 


1. Becauſe we know not whether all the treaties 
and conventions concluded between England and 
Spain, may be, in every article of them, ſobeneficia] to 
us, as to be fit to be again confirmed and renewed. 


2. Becauſe, as we think it extremely difficult to 
exainine, with requiſite nicety, how advantageous 
every treaty and convention becween Great Britain 
and Spain, may be to us; ſo we think it abſurd to 
pretend to judge of any future agreement, and there- 
tore we think it very extraordinary, and apprehend 
it may be of very ill conſequence, to be bound as we 
are by this treaty, to ratify and guaranty whatever 

| agrce- 
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agreement ſhall be made between the King of Spain, 
and Dukes of Tuſcany and Parma, concerning the 
garriſons once eſtabliſhed in their countries. 


3. Becauſe the obligation on our merchants to 
make proof of the juſtice of their demands for their 
loſſes, at the court of Spain, is, in our opinion, an 
hardſhip upon them, and not honourable for the 
nation; and we are perſuaded thoſe unfortunate 
gentlemen will undertake ſo troubleſome and ex- 
penſive a journey with the leſs chearfulneſs, becauſe 
they may fear their claims are not unlikely to be 
counterbalanced by others from the Spaniards; and 
after all, they have only the ſlender comfort of 
hoping (if they think there is even any room for 
them to hope) to get that redreſs by commiſlaries, 
which they have not hitherto been able to obtain 
by plenipotentiaries. 


4. Becauſe we are obliged to aſſiſt in effectuating 
the introduction of ſix thouſand Spaniſh troops into 
the towns of Tuſcany and Parma, without ſpecify- 
ing the methods we are to take, or charge we are 
to be at, in giving that aſſiſtance; ſo that, for 
ought we know, we may be liable to an endleſs 
trouble, and unlimited expence, to compaſs what, 
if effected, cannot, in our opinion, be of any ad- 
vantge to us, but, as we fear, may prove moſt pre- 
judicial and deſtructive. . 


5. Becauſe we oblige ourſelves to guaranty for 
ever, not only to Don Carlos, but even to all his 
ſucceſſors, the right to, and poſſeſſion of, the ſtates 
of Tuſcany and Parma, which we think is a ſtipu- 
lation of ſo extenſive a nature, that we can _— 
ſee we are ever like to be exempted from the diſ- 


putes and quarrels it may, too probably, draw upon 
us, 


6. Be- 
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6. Becauſe this treaty differs from the Quadruple 
Alliance, upon which it is pretended to be chiefly 
founded, in ſome points that ſeemed to be thought 
eſſential by ourſelves, as well as by the Kings of 
France and Spain, as far as we can judge by the ſti- 
pulations of former alliances, particularly in that of 
Introducing Spaniſh troops, inſtead of neutral, into 
Tuſcany and Parma, and by ſtipulating that thoſe 
troops ſhall remain chere till Don Carlos and his 
ſucceſſors are ſecure and exempt from all events; 
which, from the nature and extent of human fore- 
ſight, we think the warmeſt advocates for the treaty 
muſt allow, is, in effect, to ſay, they are to remain 
there tor ever. | 


7. Becauſe the alterations in this treaty, from that 
of the Quadruple Alliance, are made, not only with. 
out the conſent of the Emperor, but as we tear, he 
will interpret it (ſince he has not the compliment 
paid him of being invited into it) almoſt in defiance 
of him; and if this treatment of him ſhould un- 
happily alienate his friendſhip from us, we think we 
ſhould, as good Engliſhmen, have great reaſon to la- 


ment the loſs of ſuch an ancient, powerful and faith- 
ful ally. | 


8. Becauſe we apprehend there is an artful omiſ- 
ſion throughout the whole treaty, of any plain and 
expreſs ſtipulatian, to ſecure us our right to Gibral- 
ter and Minorca, which, however willing we are to 
attribute it rather to the ſuperior ſkill of the Span 
managers, than to any want of Feal for their coun- 
try in our own, 1s an error that we fear will leave 
our poſſeſſion of thoſe important places too liable to 
future cavils; and we think the Spaniards could not, 
with the leaſt plauſible pretence of reaſon, have re- 
fuſed to aſcertain our indubitable right to them in 
as ſtrong and as explicit terms as we have declared our- 
ſelves guarantees of the right, poſſeſſion, ny, 

and 
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and quiet of the Falian dominions allotted to Don 
Carlos and his ſucceſſors; ſince we have had the 
complaiſance to admit the Spaniards, to diſcuſs 
their pretenſions for the reſtitution of the ſhips 
taken in the year 1718, tho? their right to that 
compenſation was as effectually ſecured to them, 
as it can be pretended ours is to Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca, by thoſe general words that renew and 
confirm all former treaties. 


9. Becauſe his Majeſty himſelf, by his ſpeech 
from the throne, ſeems not intirely free from ap- 
prehenſions of new troubles being ſtill likely to 
ariſe in Europe, even in reſentment of the preſent 
engagements; and if he thought this peace had 
ſettled the public tranquillity upon a laſting foun- 
dation, we are confident his paternal goodneſs 
would have inclined him, by a farther reduction of 
troops, to have given more eaſe tohis people, who 
have long groaned under the heavy burden of taxes 
almoſt inſupportable, and of a large ſtanding army, 
and have had all their grievances increaſed, by a 
pernicious interruption, of late, of that flouriſhing 
commerce, without which they can neither be 
happy at home, nor reſpected abroad. 


10. Becauſe it appears to us, after the moſt ma- 
ture conſideration of all particulars, that we are 
much farther obliged than we were before, and than, 
we think, we ever ought to be, to meddle in dii- 

utes about territories at a great diſtance fromus, and 
in which our national intereſt ſeems no way concern- 
ed; and ſince one of the principal contracting parties 
in that alliance upon which this is built, is not only left 
out of it, but, as we think there is reaſon to believe, 
extremely diſobliged by it; and ſince it ſeems im- 

Mble to make the introduction of Spaniſb troops 
into Tuſcany and Parma, even by the molt prevail- 
ing application we can ule, conſiſtent with the dig- 


nity 
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nity and quiet of thoſe princes, whoſe towns they 
are to garriſon ; we own ourſelves, upon the whole, 
uncapable of diſcerning either the equity or policy 
of this treaty, which, we fear, will not enable us, 
either to get reſtored what we have loſt, or long to 
preſerve quiet and undiſturbed what we yet poſſeſs ; 
and, which we fear, inſtead of extricating us out of 
thoſe difficulties that we have of late been involved 
in, and which have been owing, in a great meaſure, 
in our judgment, to the incapacity of thoſe miniſters 
by whoſe counſels we have been entangled in a la- 
byrinth of unneceſſary, if not prejudicial treaties 
and engagements, will probably be the melancholly 
occaſion of freſh diſturbances, and bring upon us, 
already too much impoveriſhed, the miſery and 
confuſion of a war , which, if once kindled, we are 
convinced it will be as difficult to know the end, as 10 
determine the ſucceſs of ſuch a fatal event. 


Scarſdale, Boyle, Warrington, 
Thanet, Plymouth, Briſtol, 
Bruce, Abington, Bedford, 
Foley, Middleton, Huntin3don, 


Northampton, Gower, Willoughby de Broke, 
Aylesford, Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, 
Beaufort, Bathuſt, Monja, 

Angleſey, Strafford, Bridgewater, 


II. On the Motion far reading the Mutiny Bill, &c. 


Die Lune, 16 Martii, 1729. 


HE. houſe being moved that the bill intitled 

An adt for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and 

for the better payment of the army and their quarters, 
be read a ſecond time on Friday next, 


The fame was objected to, and a nearer day be- 
ing propoſed, 


Aſter 


er, 


C. 
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After debate, the queſtion pas put, Whether the 
ſaid bill ſhould be read a ſecond time on Friday 
next ? 

It was reſolved in the negative. 


Content — — 7 

Diſſentient. Not Content 2 
Ecauſe we conceive that the conſideration of 
the ſtate of the nation, which is appointed for 
next Thur/day, ought rather to precede, than follow 
that deliberation, which will naturally ariſe upon 
the bill of mutiny and deſertion; concerning the 

keeping up, in time of peace, a ſtanding army, an 
the method of governing that army, it any ſhould 
be judged requiſite ; which is a ſubject of ſuch im- 
portance, that we think hardly any thing of more 
moment can fall under our confideration, or that 
more requires the cleareſt light that can be had, in 
order to form a judgment upon it, not unworthy a 
Britiſh houſe of Pecrs, zealous for that freedom 
which has been delivered down to them from their 

anceſtors. 


Strafford, Abington, Foley, 
Northampton, Aylesford, Beaufort, 
Hereford, Boyle, Oxford and Mortimer. 


III. On the motion to addreſs for a liſt of penſions. 
Die Jovis, 19 Martii, 1729. 


HE houſe being moved, That an humble 
T addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That he 
will be gracioufly pleaſed to order to be laid be- 
fore this houſe, a liſt of all penſions payable by 
the crown : 

And a queſtion being ſtarted thereupon, the pre- 
vious queſtion was put, Whether that queſtion ſhall 


be now put ? 
It was reſolved in the negative, 
Content 30 


Not Condent $3 


Diſſentieuti. 
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Diſſentient.“ 

1. D Ecauſe we think this queſtion ought to have 
been put, and paſt in the affirmative, ſince 
no inſtance could be given, that the liſt of penſions 
was denied, when called for by either houſe of Par- 
liament; and we cannot imagine there can ever be 
a more proper time to addreſs to the crown for that 
liſt to be laid before this houſe, than when they are 
to enter upon the conſideration of a bill, which is 
calculated to prevent the members of the houfe of 
Commons, for the future, from ſitting or voting 
under any undue influence. 


2. Becauſe we conceive the refuſal of complying 
with this queſtion, will be miſinterpreted withour 
doors, whether the bill ſhall paſs, or be rejected : 
For, in one caſe, it will give juſt reaſon to believe 
the liſt of penſions was filled with members of rhe 
houſe of Commons ; and though this houſe would 
concur to prevent the evil, they were tender of ex- 
poſing the names of particular perſons; in the other 
caſe, it would raiſe a jealouſy, that there were too 
many members of this houſe who were upon that 
lift, which aſperſion ought, as we conceive, to have 
been obviated by producing thoſe liſts, and making 
them public; as in former times has been frequently, 
done. 


Berkſhire, Avlesford, Litchfield, 
Coventry, Beaufort, Strafford, 
. Abington, Bathurſt, Hereford, 


Oxford and Mor- Thanet, Gower, 
timer, Foley, 


IV. 
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IV. On the queſtion for rejecting the penſion- Bill, and 
the ſecond reading of the mutiny- Bill. 


-C Die Sabbati 21 Martii, 1729. 

1$ 

[= Hdie 2da vice lecta eſt Billa, intitled, An act for 
e making more effectual the laws in being, for diſ- 


at ¶ alling perſons from being choſen members, or ſitting or 
"Cc voting in the houſe of Commons, who have any penſion, 
iS Wl during pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any 
of Aces holden in truſt for them, by obliging all perſons 
g bereaſter to be choſen, to ſerve for the Commons in 
Parliament, to take the oath therein mentioned. 
Propoſed to commit the bill. 

1g After long debate thereupon, the queſtion was 
ur put, Whether this bill ſhall be committed ? It was 
1: HT reſolved in the negative. 


ve Content 31. 

he Not Content 26. 

Id =O RPA 
ks Diſſentient. 


1. D Ecauſe all objections againſt particular clauſes 
or expreſſions in the bill, would have been 


o I regularly the ſubjects of debate in a committee, and 
"at might have been removed, if it ſhould have appear- 
6 ed neceſſary, by making ſuch amendments to the 


% bill, as the wiſdom of the houſe ſhould have thought 
proper. 


2. Becauſe we conceive the general deſign of this 
pill to be highly reaſonable, and of the greateſt im- 
portance to the conſtitution of Parliaments, and are 
therefore extremely concerned, it ſhould not receive 
even the countenance of a commitment, when the 
houſe of Commons, who alone would have been 
immediately affected by it, had paſſed it, and, as we 
apprehend, with ſo much regard to their country, 

IV and ſo much honour to themſelves, | 


You, IX. H h 3. 
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3. Becauſe this bill does, in effect, enact nothing 
new, ſince it only enforces the obſervation, and pre- | 
vents the evaſions of former laws, which were judged? 


ments, and which we do not apprehend, that our ex- 
perience fince has given us reaſon to look upon as 
leſs neceſſary for the ſame purpoſes at this time, 
By one of theſe laws, no perſon who has a, penſionfſÞ*"*: 
from the crown during pleaſure, can fit in the houſe 
of Commons; but the effect of this law was, or 
might have been evaded ina great meaſure, by grant 
of penſions for certain terms of years, whereof we 
preſume that examples have not been wanting. To Me | 
remedy, or prevent this abuſe, it was enacted by alp 
another law, that no perſon who enjoys a penſion mall 
from the crown for any number of years, ſhall fre 
in the houſe of Commons, under certain penalties Ee 
therein mentioned; but the effect of this bs like. 

wiſe is, or may be, intirely evaded ſeveral ways. It Int 
is, or may be, evaded, by giving occaſional gratu- N b 
ties, or making annual preſents, which will not be. 
conſtrued to fallunder the denomination of penſions, Nu 
and which are known in their nature, and muſt be 
in their effect, manifeſtly the ſame. It is, or may © 
be evaded alſo, by the difficulty of diſcovering ande 
convicting thoſe who preſume to break it, {ince[**?! 
there is ground to believe, by what has happened“ 
lately in this houſe, as well as on ſome other occa- 1 
ſions, that the Commons would find it difficult to 
obtain theſe accounts, which can alone ſhew what 


employment under the crown, cannot ſit in that houſe 
till he has been re- elected. Now, it appears to us, 
that all thoſe good and laudable proviſions, may 

of be 


penſions are paid to particular perſons. We obſerve N K 
farther, that by the laws now in force, all thoſe who. 
hold certain offices therein ſpecified, as well as al.“ 
thoſe who hold any offices erected ſince that time, ! 
are made incapable of fitting in the houſe of Com- 4 
mons; and that whoſoever accepts of any office or C 
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Je rendered uſeleſs ; that the houſe of Commons 
my be filled with perſons who are by law inca- 
rable of ſitting there, that the electors may be de- 
wrived of that reaſonable option which the law 
has given, whether they will truſt the ſame perſon 
v repreſent them after he has accepted an employ- 
nent, whom they elected to repreſent them when he 
ouſe ad none; and that all this may be effected by the 
lngle expedient of getting an office or employment 
o be held by ſome perſon who is not a member of 
the houſe of Commons, in truſt for one who is. 
Toe ſhall not determine on public fame, or private 
i by bſpicion, whether all, or ſome of theſe abuſes and 

waſions of ſo many acts of Parliament have pre- 
H iled, or not; but ſince it is evident, that they may 
lee caſily introduced under a corrupt adminiſtration, 
like. Ne Mult be of opinion, that a law which would pre- 
ent them as effectually, as we believe the bill ſent 
p by the Commons would have done, could not 


t bee met with too great encouragement from this 
ons Nouſe, nor have been paſſed too ſoon. 
5 

{t be ; 

maß“ Becauſe it appears to us, that the arguments 
and eainſt this bill, drawn from the neceſſity or expedi- 
gancel Rey of preſerving an influence to the crown, by the 
encg {over of rewarding, are either not at all to the pre- 
ec. nt purpoſe, or elle are applied to prove, that an 


nfluence guarded againſt by ſo many ſolemn acts 
Parliament, ſhould be admitted by the connivance 


ſerve | | . 
whoſe for the honour of this houſe, if theſe arguments 
as alNere of real weight, to be prevailed upon by them, 


irectly to repeal the laws above-mentioned, than 


Hectual, to ſeem, as we apprehend, to approve all 
de evaſions of them which have been, or can be 
Wivented, or put in practice. | 


Hh 2 


Parliament. And we taink it would be much 


dy rejecting a bill deſigned to render thoſe laus 


c 


468 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 zo. 
5. Becauſe we think, that, altho' this bill tends 


to reſtrain any illegal and dangerous influence over 


the houſe of Commons, yet it leaves ſuch an influ- 
ence intire to the crown, as will appear at leaſt ſuf. 
ficient, when we conſider, that there are in the pre- 
ſent houſe of Commons hardly leſs than two hun- 
dred members who hold ſuch offices and employ- 
ments under the crown, as would have continued to 
be tenable by them, if this bill had paſſed, and even 
the power of granting penſions for life to members 
of Parliament openly, would have ſtill remained in 
the crown. 


6. Becauſe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, all influence over 
either houſe of Parliament, except that which ariſe; 
from a ſenſe of thoſe duties we owe to our King, 
and to our country, are improper; and the partici- 
lar influence which this bill was intended to prevent, 
are not only improper, but may, and naturally 
muſt, in courſe of time, become extremely perni- 
cious, both to the crown and to the people, For 
firſt, altho' this influence appears to be that of the 
crown, it may become virtually that of the miniſter, 
and be applied to deceive the Prince, as well as tt 
oppreſs the people; if ever acorrupt miniſter ſhoulc 
have the diſpoſition of places, and the diſtribution 
of penſions, gratuities and rewards, he may create 
ſuch an influence, as ſhall effectually deprive the 
Prince of the great advantage of ſhewing the true 
ſenſe of his people. And a houſe of Parliament 
being prevailedupon to approve ſuch meaſures as tie 
whole nation diſlikes, ſo may be confirmed in the put 
ſuit of them, and for the ſake of an unworthy je 


vant, loſe the affections of his people, while he im 


gines that he both deſerves and poſſeſſes them. I 
the next place, if ever this improper influence ſhoulc 
obtain a certain degree of ſtrength, theſe terribl: 
conſequences muſt inevitably follow from it, That 


the worſt propoſals for the public will be the mov 


likely 


A. 1730. DEBATES. 


likely to ſucceed, and that the weakeſt miniſters will 
be the beſt ſupported. The reaſon whereof we take 
to be extremely plain, ſince this improper influence 
may be directed to any purpoſe whatſoever, and 
will be moſt expected where it is moſt wanted, in 
the ſupport of ill meaſures, and weak miniſters, 


7. Becauſe we agree, that as national, or other ſer- 
vices have expoſed the crown to any new danger, 
the ſecurity of fidelity and allegiance given by che 
oaths of the ſubjects to the crown, has been increaſed 
from time to time; and we therefore think, that by 
a parity of reaſon, ſome greater ſecurity than was 
formerly exacted, ſhould be now given to the nation 
by their repreſentatives, for a faithful diſcharge of 
the truſt repoſed in them; becauſe this truſt, which 
is the ſame as it was in every other reſpect, is come 
to be much greater than it was, 1n reſpeCt to thoſe 
heavy taxes which have for many years paſt, and 
which, as we fear, muſt be for all ſucceeding times, 
annually laid by Parliament on the people, as well 
as to thoſe immenſe debts which have been contract- 
ed, and which we apprehend to have annually in- 
creaſed upon the nation. The ſervice of the houſe 
of Commons was formerly a real ſervice, therefore 
often declined, and always paid for by the people : 
It is now no longer paid for by the people; and 
yet, far from being declined, it has been courted and 
ſought after at great expence, How far theſe con- 


ſiderations, together with that of the vaſt increaſe of 


the civil liſt revenue, and of the debts contracted on 
it in former reigns, deſerve to enforce the reaſons 
for exacting ſome newand ſtrong engagements from 
the members of the houſe of Commons, to thoſe 
whom they are choſen to repreſent, we think, ſuffi- 
ciently obvious. 


8. Althoꝰ it muſt be allowed, that the multiplying 
of oaths without great and evident reaſons, ought to 
: Hh 3 be 
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be avoided; yet an oath being the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagement which men can be laid under, we judge 
it, on that very account, the more proper to be im. 
poſed, upon this important occaſion, nor will the 
probability of its being broke thro? by the iniquity 
of mankind, be an argument of greater force againſt 
this bill, than againſt any other law made for pre. 
venting any other crime whatſoever. 


Huntingdon, Plymouth. Bruce, 
Northampton, Montjoy, Strafford, 


Bathurſt, Ker, Beanfort, 
Sunderland, Warrington, Berkſhire, 

Gower, Abingdon, Oxford & Mortimer. 
I lesford, Boyle, Litchfield, 

Foley, Hereford, Maynard, 

Creven, Coventry, Briſtol, 

Thanet, Maſſam, 


Then the queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid bill 
ſhall be rejected? : 
It was reſolved in the affirmative. 


Diſſentient.” 

1. TJ Ecauſle the evident intention of this bill, was 

only to make farther advance towards gain- 
ing that good end, which the legiſlature hitherto has, 
we fear, too weakly endeavoured to compaſs, he 
prevention of corruption; which, it muſt be owned, is 
an evil of ſo miſchievous a nature, fo apt to ſpread 
and grow epidemical, that a wiſe and virtuous peo- 
ple will apply the moſt timely and effectual reme- 
dies that can be deviſed for the cure of it; fince a 
nation once infected muſt ſoon get the better of ſo 


contagious a diſtemper, or it will ſoon get the better 
of the nation. | 


2. Becauſe we can hardly frame in our minds a 
more reaſonable method, than the ſanction of fuch 
1 
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an oath of purgation as was to have been taken by 
all the members of the houſe of Commons, if this 
bill had paſſed into a law, to preſerve that part of 
the legiſlature pure and free from that kind of bri- 
bery, which ſeems from the nature of it to be the 
moſt pernicious, a ſecret and unavowed penſion; or 
what, however different 1g name, would, we fear, be 
too much the ſame in effect, an office in truſt, or a 
clandeſtine gratuity, 


3. Becauſe the Act of Parliament which paſſed 
laſt year, tho? it contained ſome excellent proviſions 
againſt bribery and corruption, and ought, in our 
opinion, ever to be held, ſacred, inviolable, and a 
fundamental part of our yet free conſtitution, wanted 
ſtill ſomething, as we judge, to make it more com- 
pleat, by eſtabliſhing an oath for the elected, as well 
as the electors ; which being done by this bill, we 
cannot but look upon it to have been a ſeaſonable 
and neceſſary addition to thoſe laws already enacted 
for the ſame purpoſe, in order to guard us more 
ſtrongly againſt the powerful and malignant influ- 
ence of wicked, aſpiring, and deſpotic miniſters, who 
invent no artifices ſo likely to ſubvert the liberties 
of the people, as by corrupting thoſe who are choſen 
to defend them. | 


4. Becauſe we apprehend the houſe of Commons 
may think themſelves unkindly treated by us for re- 
jecting a bill ſent by them, of great conſequence, by 
which they deſigned only toſecure their own honour, 
and the nation's liberties, and that concerned only 
their own members, without allowing 1t even the 
uſual forms of a commitment; and the reſt of our 
fellow ſubjects, will, we fear, hardly be charitable 
enough to think, that one houſe of Parliament could 
be perfectly unbiaſſed, when it refuſed ſo proper 
an expedient to make, in a great meaſure, the 
other ſo. 

„ Hunting- 
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Huntingdon, Plymouth, © Bruce, 
Northampton, Montjoy, Strafford, 


Bathurſt, Ker, Beaufort, 
Sunderland, Warrington, Berkſhire, 

Gower, Abingdon, Oxford & Mortimer, 
Hhlesford, Boyle, Litchfield, 
Foley, Hereford, Maynard, 

Craven, Coventry, Briſtol. 

Thanel, Maſſam, 


V. On the bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion. 
Die Lune, 23 Martii, 1729. 


ODE tertia vice lecta eſt billa, intitled, An Adi 
fũor puniſhing mut iny and deſertion, and for the bei- 
ter payment of the army and their quarters. 


The queſtion was put, whether this bill ſhall paſs? 
It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient”. 

Ecauſe we think, that ſo large a number of 
troops as is propoſed to be kept up in this king- 
dom for this year, by this bill, is not neceſſary for 
our ſafety, as far as we can judge from the preſent 
conjuncture of affairs; and that a ſtanding army, 
in time of peace, muſt be always burdenſome to the 
people, and dangerous to their liberties, for rea- 
ſons often given by ſeveral Lords, and remaining 
upon the journals of this houſe, to which we chule 
to refer, rather than repeat them, in order to prove 
a propoſition, that we think almoſt manifeſt in it 
ſelt, or, at leaſt, may eaſily be maintained, by ar- 
guments undeniably convincing, and ſo obvious, in 
our. Opinion, that they muſt occur, upon the leaſt 
reflection, to every Erghiſoman, who loves his coun- 
try and his freedom. 


Montjoy, Strafford, Beaufort, Abingdon, 


. 
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VI. On the ſtate of the nation, 


Die Veneris, 19 Aprilis, 1730. 
_ order of the day for taking into farther 
conſideration the ſtate ofthe nation, being read, 


Moved to reſolve, That the maintaining of 12,000 
Heſſians in the pay of Great Britain, for the year 
1730, is burthenſome and unneceſſary. | 


After debate, the queſtion was put thereupon, 


and it was reſolved in the negative. 
Content 21. 
Not Content 30. 


Diſſentient.* 
1. D Ecauſe we think the maintaining foreign troops 
in our pay, when we have no territory, and 
not only when we have no war, but immediately af- 
ter a peace concluded with one of the moſt conſide- 


rable powers in Europe, while we are in alliance 


with Holland, and are in ſtrict friendſhip with 


France, the moſt conſiderable power of all; is a 


850 that, before this inſtance of it, cannot be pa- 


rallelled, as far as we can recollect, in all our annals; 


and muſt be owing to the advice of miniſters leſs 


cautious, and leſs concerned for the true intereſt of 
this kingdom, than their duty obliged them to be; 
and we cannot, out of the regard we owe our poſte- 
rity, conſent to it. | 


2. Becauſe the importance of the ſervice in which 
they are deſigned to be employed, does no way ap- 
pear to us, and we fear it may create an apprehenſion 
that they may be intended tor purpoſes that do not 
concern Great Britain; which is a jealouſy, however 
ill-founded, that we are perſuaded from his Majeſty's 
goodneſs, he will be always inclined to prevent, for 
his people's ſake 3 and his counſellors, we think, 
ought, if poſlible, to prevent for their own. 


3. 
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3. Becauſe we think it would be an unreaſonable 
burden upon the people at any time, but we look 
upon it to be particularly ſo at this, while we are 
ſtill heavily loaded with an immenſe national debt, 
ſevere annual taxes, oppreſſive and perpetual exciſes, 
and have had, of late, the additional misfortune of 
an unuſual and exceſſive dearneſs of almoſt all neceſ- 
faries for living ; while our commerce (we cannot 
bur fear) has been declining for ſome years, and 
many valuable branches of it running into other 
channels, from whence we have but little expec- 
tation of ever deriving them again into our own ; 
when the dubious and unhappy ſituation of affairs, 
under which we have laboured of late, has reduced 
many ſubſtantial merchants to poverty; and has 
been 3 of other ill 3 that, we 
apprehend, will be ſenſibly felt for ſome time by 
the whole nation; when the ſum which is to be al- 
fowed for the maintenance of theſe troops, is at leaſt 
fix pence in the pound on every landed man's eſtate 
in England, and when we avowedly pay, at the ſame 
time, greater ſubſidies to other foreign princes, than 
our pteſent circumſtances (in our opinion) can well 
bear, or than any wiſe reaſons of ſtate ſeem to re- 


quire. 


4. Becauſe it does not appear to. us, that his Ma- 
jeſty, either in any ſpeech, or by any meſſage, has 
demanded any ſupply, for what ſeems to us ſo ex- 
traordinary acharge ; and he ſeems not to think them 
neceſſary tor our ſafety at home, ſince he has lately 
diſbanded ſome of our own, and we cannot find that 
we are under any direct ſtipulation, to maintain them 
for the ſafety of any of our allies abroad; who not- 
withſtanding the various engagements and multipli- 
city of treaties, with which we have within the com- 

aſs of a few years, moſt incautiouſly (as we fear) 
intangled our ſelves, have no right to require ſuc- 
cours from us, till by ſome moleſtation, or hoſtile 
ey attack, 
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attack, the public tranquillity is diſturbed; which 
misfortune may ſtill (as we hope) be prevented, if 
ſuch meaſures are taken, as it becomes able and up- 
right ſtateſmen always to purſue; if the reputation 
of our wiſdom and power is alone ſufficient (as it 
ought to be) to produce us equal and uſeful alliances 
(and it always will be, when the affairs of the king- 
dom are adminiſtred as they ought to be) and if, 
to ſave our friends from dangers, that perhaps are 


only imaginary, we do not run into real ones our 
ſelves. | 


Berkſhire, Maynard, Coventry, 
Northampton, Alesford, Litchfield, 
Huntingdon, FWilloughby de Brook, Boyle, 
Craven, Abington, Montague, 
Scarſdale, Plymouth, Oxford and 
Strafford, Gower, ( Mortimer. 


A copy of the Penſion-Bill, paſſed by the houſe of Com- 
mons, and rejected by the houſe of Lords. 


May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, 

HAT it may be enacted, and be it enact- 

ed by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 

and with the advice and conſent of the Lords ſpi- 

ritual and temporal, and Commons, in this act ar 

Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame. 

That from and after the 24th day of Fane 1730, 
no perſon who ſhall be elected a member, ſhall fir 
and vote in the houſe of Commons, during any de- 
bate there, after their ſpeaker is choſen, until th 
have taken the oath following, and ſubſcribe the 
ſame, to be provided by the clerk of the houſe of 
Commons for that purpoſe, viz, 


IA. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely ſwear, that T have 
not directly or indirettly, any penſion during pleaſure, or 
for any number of years, or any office in part, or in tbe 
whole, 
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whole, from the crown, held for me, or for my benefit» 
by any perſon whatſoever ; and I do ſolemnly and ſin- 
cerely promiſe and ſwear, that I will not receive, ac- 
cept or take, directly or indirettly, during the time of 
my being a member of this Parliament, any penſion du- 
ring pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any other 
gratuity or reward whatſoever, or any office from the 
crown to be held for me, or my benefit, in part, or in 
the whole thereof, by any perſon whatſoever, without 
frenifying the ſame to this houſe within fourteen days 
after I have received or accepted the ſame, if the Par- 
liament be then fitting, or within fourteen days after 
the next meeting of the Parliament. So help me God. 


Which oath ſhall be in this and every ſucceeding 
Parliament, ſolemnly and publickly taken and ſub- 
ſcribed by every member of the houſe of Commons, 
at the table in the middle of the ſaid houſe, at the 
ſame time he takes the oaths by law directed to be 
taken, while a full houſe of Commons is there duly 
ſitting with their ſpeaker in his chair. And be it 
farther enacted, That if any member ſo taking the 
oath, and ſubſcribed as before directed, ſhall at the 
time of taking the ſaid oath, have any penſion during 
pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any office 
from the crown, in part, or in the whole, held in 
truſt for him, or his benefit; or ſhalt, during his 
being a member, receive or take any penſion during 
pleaſure, or for any number of years, or any other 
gratuity or reward whatſoever, or any office to be 
held for him or his benefit from the crown, without 
fignifying the ſame to the houſe, as aforeſaid, ſuch 
member ſhall be, and is hereby adjudged and decla- 
red to be guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and 
being thereof convicted by due courle of ow. ſhall 
incur and ſuffer the pains and penalties, which by 


the laws and ſtatutes of this realm are inflicted in ca- 
ſes of wilful and corrupt perjury ; and ſhall from 


thence- 
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thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding or en- 
joying any office whatſoever. 

And be it enacted, That if any member elected 
as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to take and ſub- 
ſcribe ſuch oath, as before directed, the place for 
which ſuch perſon was elected, is hereby, without 
any other conviction or 1 declared void 
to all intents and purpoſes, as if ſuch member was 
actually dead. And be it farther enacted, That 
in caſe any member ſhall preſume to fit and vote in 
the houſe of Commons, after the Speaker is choſen, 
without taking the oath aforeſaid, ſuch member 
ſhall, over and above the penalties already inflicted, 
forfeit the ſum of 30 J. for each day he ſhall fit and 
vote, as aforeſaid, to be recovered and received 
with full coſts of ſuit by him or them, who ſhall 
ſue for the ſame, and to be proſecuted by any acti- 
on, ſuit, bill, orinformation, inany of his Majeſty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoign, 
protection, or wager of law, or more than one im- 
parlance, ſhall be admitted or allowed; and ſhall 
from thencefor thbe incapable of taking, holding, 
or enjoying any office or employment of profit or 
truſt under his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or 
of ſittingor voting in either houſe of Parliament. 


Among the bills paſſed this ſeſſion, was one very 
particular bill upon a ſubject, which ſeems to be 
without precedent; namely, A bill to prevent or 
prohibit any his Majeſty's ſubjects refiding within this 
kingdom, to advance or lend money to any foreign 
prince, ſtate, or potentate without licenſe, &c. This 
bill did not paſs without oppoſition, and we are 
informed that the following diſcourſes happened 
upon that occaſion : 15 

Tueſday, February 24, 1730. 
HE houſe of Commons according to order, 
read a ſecond time, A bill to prevent or Fra- 
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bit any perſon or perſons, his Majeſty's ſubjects, or 
refiding within this kingdom ;, 10 advance or lend any 
ſum or ſums of money to any foreign prince, ſtate, or 
potentate, without having obtained licence from his 
Majeſty, under his privy ſeal or ſome greater authority. 


Andthen the Speaker opened the bill, which en- 
acts, That the King be empowered by proclamation 
which ſhall take place within a limited time, to probi- 
bit all ſuch loans of money, jewels or bullion, and this 
prohibition to continue a limited time, under limited 
forfeitures and penalties, unleſs diſpenſed with by the 
crown ; that the Attorney General be empowered by En- 
gliſh bill in thecourt of Exchequer, io compel the eſtectu- 
al diſcovery onOathof any ſuch loans, and that in default 
of an anſever to any ſuch bill, the court ſhall decree a 
limited ſum againſt the defendant, refuſing to anſwer. 
Provided that this act do not extend to prohibit 
any ſubſcriptions to the public funds or trading com- 
panies of foreign kingdoms. 


1. Sir Robert Walpole obſerved, the reaſon of 


things apparently ſhewed that this bill was always 
right and neceſſary, that all poſſible care had been 
taken in drawing this bill, to obviate every objecti- 
on, to avoid every inconvenience z that as to any 
exception which gentlemen poſſibly might make 
to the frame of it as it now ſtands, he conceived 
they would properly come under conſideration when 
the bill was committed, that any reaſonable altera- 
tions might be regularly offered and agreed to in 
ſuch a commitment; and therefore he moved, that 
this bill might be committed to a committee of the 
whole houſe, propoling, for the day to conſider 
ot it, Wedneſday the 4th of March: 


2. Mr. Daniel Pulteney declared, that this being the 
ſecond time of reading this bill, he thought is was 


proper 


© 
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proper to give his opinion, and that after having con- 
ſidered it fully, he neither approved it on the whole 
or in any part, for it woald intirely prove ineffectual 
to all the purpoſes propoſed, it could not poſſibly 
anſwer good ends, and it would certainly produce 
very bad ones; he thought it would be a reſtraint 
upon commerce, a reſtraint of a dangerous nature, 
he had heard all the merchants in general, complain 
of its tendency, and he wiſhed they might not feel 
it in a very grievous manner: That by denying this 
liberty to all the people of England, by reſtraining 
all loans or aſſiſtance of money to princes and powers 
abroad, we made Holland the market of Europe, the 
mart of money, tothe nations of the continent; that 
this was unjuſt and imprudent in us, when our ſubjects 
had money to trade with as well as their neighbours; 
when his Majeſty's ſubjects might make an advan- 
tage even of his very enemies, were it not for this 
ill judged prohibition; that our neighbours the 
Dutch, would rejoiceatſuch a procedure, they would 
certainly make this moſt fortunate accidgnt, as be- 
neficial as it could be to their people; that the con- 
trary could not be expected, for not only the late 
wars of Europe evince, that the greateſt of dangers, 
the moſt formidable enemies could not be fo terri- 
fy ing as to prevent them from lending their mo 

to their private advantage: But that even in their 
ancient war with Spain, a war wherein they were 
treated not only as enemies but rebels, and had they 
been conquered, they muſt have been ſlaves to the 
victor, they muſt have ſubmitted to Popery and 
Chains, yet their merchants aſſiſted the Spaniards, 
even in that moſt hazardous juncture, with money, 
with arms and ammunition; nor could we ſuppoſe 
they would ſcruple to furniſh the Emperor alſo, 
with the very ſame aſſiſtance, whenever he aſked 
it, as had always been praciuged fince the firſt foun- 
dation of that wiſe republic. 


He 
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He took notice, this bill was a general prohibi- 
tion, extending to all princes, ſtates, or potentates 
whatever; that thus we were wholly diſabled to aſ- 
ſiſt the beſt allies, the trueſt friends, and thoſe who 
really well deſerved our aid; that he was credibly 
informed, the King of Portugal to whom we could 
have no exception, very frequently borrowed the mo- 
ney of our merchants reſiding within his dominions; 
that it could not be denied him, without diſobliging 
a prince on whoſe favour our commerce depends, 


nay, expoſing it to his ſevereſt diſpleaſure ; that 


ſhould a proclamation iſſue here, the Britiſb ſubjects 
who reſide in Portugal, or more remote dominions, 
may contract for loans, tho“ liable to penalties, of 
which they. may be wholly unapprized, that he had 


therefore the moſt powerful motives to throw out the 


bill, becauſe it prevented the people of England, 
from aiding their friends and allies ; but what was 
more, it might involve many innocent perſons in 
unavoidable guilt, and expoſe them to the heavy 
pains of unknown crimes. 

But whit was even more to his offence, was the 
power of licenſing reſerved to thecrown by this bill; 
he believed it a power the King would apply toghc 
welfare and advantage of the people; but he was not 
againſt it, as a power in the — of the King, he 
knew it would be influenced much by an adminiſtra- 
tion, that whenever theſe licenſes iſſued, it muſt be 
thro? the hands of the miniſters; and while ſuch a 
prohibition continued, he knew not but the licen- 
{ing trade muſt become a new branch of their buſi- 
ſineſs, and a managing miniſter might make it by to- 


lerable huſbandry, an article of twenty, thirty, or 


forty thouſand a year. That therefore they caſily 
might ſee it was not for the honour of the King, or 
the intereſt of his good ſubjects, that any ſuch bill 
was contrived, but that it was wholly deſigned for 
creating of profitable jobbs, and making a market 


He 


of the merchants. 
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He ſaid farther, That he was an oppoſer of this 
bill, becauſe it made the court of Exchequer, a court 
of Inquiſition, that ic gave new, great and extraor- 
dinary powers to the crown, already armed, in his 
opinion, with weighty and terrible authority; that 
while it reſtrained our merchants from aſſiſting the 
princes and powers of Europe, it permitted our 
ſtock· jobbers to trade in their funds without any in- 
terruption; that he knew for whoſe benefit, this 
complaiſance was deſigned, but that jobbing abroad, 
in the ſtocks of foreign nations, was what we ſhould 
leaſt encourage, and what we ought moſt to prohi- 
bit ʒ for we have ſuffered ſeverely by that means al- 
ready, and our miniſtry would never give us relief or 
aſſiſtance: Thus our people, When they truſted their 
money with our faithful allies the French, in the af- 
fair of the Miſſiſipi, were ruined and betrayed by 
their edicts of ſtate, and had nothing but papers for 
ſpecie 3 that notwithſtanding this moſt ſhameful 
treachery, 'this great injuſtice and violation of the 
laws of nations, the | miniſtry never interpoſed 
with the leaſt good office for their ſuffering fel- 
low- ſubjects, who have irrecoverably loft the mo- 
ney they unhappily advanced in thoſe fatal, thofe 
faichleſs ſchemes. | 


Sir Robert Walpole again ſaid, * That he thought 
© theirobje&tionsmoſt proper for the conſideration of 
the houle, in a committee of the whole houſe, where 
* every paragraph would be debated, where every 
member might reply as otten as occaſion required, 
and fully purſue the inquiry; that he did not deſire 
this bill for any advantage to himſelf, for any ac- 
«© cefſion of extraordinary powers tothe crown, or for 
* any thing elſe, but the preſſing occaſion, the ap- 
parent neceſſity of this important eonjuncture; that 
© when this bill was committed by the houſe, he pro- 
© miſed he would heartily concur in. every amend- 

Vol. IX, I 1 ment 


481 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1730. 
© ment that could be wich reaſon propoſed ;; nay, he 
was ſo.candid, ſo ingenuous in his intentions, he 
« would freely conſent the committeee ſhould make 
it a temporary law, ſhould enact it for a ſhort du- 
ration, and limit the continuance for a very ſmall 
ſpace of time. That an honqurable gentlemen in 
this debate had departed from the queſtion before 
them; had opened a charge again Frante, in de- 
< bating a particular bill; brought in the old Miſſiſipi 
affair, in an argument about lending money; and that 
© he thought ita weak reafoning, that we ſhould not 
do our ſelves juſtice in this point, becauſe that our 
neighbours had treated us ill in another; and be- 
© cauſe that the French had not yielded us all we 
< cauld wiſh, that therefore the Parliament ſhould 
not in this caſe do all that they ovghte;. why was 
not this matter laid open in the committee of ſtate 
repriſals, (here ſome members made a great noiſe) 
he meant in the committee on the ſtate of the na, 
© tion, but this was a weighty objection indeed to 
the French, it was like all other complaints againſt 
France, it was raiſed on occaſion of proper pre- 
* cautions, to prevent a war with the Emperor; that 
© he was fully convinced, this bill was a matter of 
great importance and neceſſity ; he had been ſo 
tender 1a this argument, he had not even ſaid what 
* he was authorized to ſay; he had meant no aſ- 
« perſions or reflections on any gentlemen; he 
was willing that this and all other debates ſhould 
be managed with decency and candour: But ſince 
< that thele things had thus paſſed, he was thereby 
* provoked to declare, what he knew, What he had 
+* the King's leave to declare, and what would ef- 
fectually filence the debate; that he was ve- 
* ry much inclined to ſay it, he would ſay it if the 
* gentlemen reqir'd it; (here the houſe called aloud 
* for this affair) he would ſay it before he ſat down: 
This bill was not drawn or promoted from any 

| other 
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other view than its great heceſſity, its being now 
* abſolutely expedient to the peace of Europe, and 
the general repoſe of mankind; for he could ſay 
© it, he had the King's leave to declare it: There 
© wag at this time a ſubſcription tranſacted for the 
« ſervice of the Emperor, and money was raiſing 
for his uſe, no leſs than the ſum of 400,000 l. 


He proceeded to ſay, * that this bill could not 
© poſſibly be a reſtraint upon trade, or agrievancero 
© the merchants in any one lawſul point of com- 
© merce ; that the view of this bill having been to 
© prohibit ſuch loans and aſſiſtance to the Emperor, 
* who could not march his armies, or cloath his 
troops without ſupplies of money, it was not juſt or 
© reaſonable, he ſhould have aſſiſtance from us, from 
© that nationagainſt which he was formitiga war, and 
projecting their future diſturbance: How could the 
Emperor maintain the ſoldiers he had in his troops, 
the numerous forces he quarter'd upon his own peo- 
ple, and bring them into the field, without treaſure 
to pay the expence? And now, when by treaties with 
Spain, that prince was deprived of thoſe ſubſidies, 
© andrhar ance, which once made him dangerous 
©ro us, when thus he is happily cut off from all 
© communication with thoſe countries, from whence 
© his treaſure uſed to flow, ſhall the people of Eng- 
land alfiſt him themſelves with ſupplies? Shall they 
© arm an enemy with ſtrength, which his beſt ally 
© denies? And the Britiſß merchants lend their mo- 
©ney to a prince againſt the Britif nation? Tf this 
« ſhould be done in the time of hoſtility, and after 
the commencement of a war, it would be high 
« treaſon by law; to aid, abett, or aſſiſt a foreign 
power at war with the King, is expreſly declared 
ia the ſtatute of high treaſon ; and ſhall the mer- 
* chants be allowed to enable a prince, to become 
our enemy, whom it is even high treaſon to aid, 
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Vvhen an enemy? Shall it be allowed with impu- 


< nity to aid the Emperor to march his troops, and 


+ yet open rebellion to aſſiſt the Emperor, while 


© thoſe troops were marching ? Muſt the quiet of 


the whole world be a victinrto.the.avarice of men, 
* who would make an inglorious advantage of their 


money? Muſt. men be indulged in thoſe dealings, 


* which bear ſuch analogy even to high treaſon, 
only for the ſake of ſelf- intereſt? It was compaſ- 


ſion and humanity, to ignorant unwary men, which 
led them to bring in this bill; for in caſe of a war 
with the Emperor, merchants might tranſact with 


him loans before it broke out, and when their 


ſecond payments became due, it would be within 
the ſtatute ſhould they make them good; ſo that 
ſuch a. proclamation would warn them of ap- 


* proaching dangers, .would give them due notice 


of a rupture and prevent them incurring the unfore- 


* ſeen pains of capital crimes, by coveting ſuch a 


premium and intereſt. 388 
He owned, That many difficulties had occur- 


red to him, and the gentlemen ordered to bring 


in this bill; he was ſorry to be ſenſible, that it 
could not be ſo effectual as many might wiſh, and 
himſelf had moſt heartily deſired; but was this an 


argument to a houſe of Commons, againſt a bill 


for ſuch important ends, becauſe they could not do 
© all that they would, therefore muſt they not do 
* all that they could ? If their power could not 
* wholly prevent thoſe practiſes, muſt they not ex- 
ert the utmoſt of their power? If they had not 


an abſolute redreſs for the evil, muſt they not find 
cout all poſſible redreſs? And, becauſe they could 


is not ſhut up all the avenues of aſſiſtance, therefore 


* muſt they leave all open? | 
He added, It was no objection to the bill before 
them, that any Prince, State, or Potentate, was 
* equally intended with the Emperor; that the _ 
| 0 
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© of it was to prevent a war with that Prince, and to 
name him in this caſe, diſtinct from all others, 
* would amount toa full declaration of war; beſides, 
* one Prince might borrow money for another, and 
* elude the import of the law : But as to the King of 
Portugal, or any other Prince in alliance with the 
* crown of Great Britain, his Majeſty would readi- 
* lygrant his allowance for loans to ſo good an ally: 
However, this law would not have an effect, but 
in caſe of apparent neceſſity ; if the Emperor gave 
his Majeſty reaſon to oppoſe his intentions, it 
might produce a future proclamation ; yet this was 
* eventual, it might be, or it might not be: And 
if it ever ſhould happen, no ſubjects of Britain, no 
* merchants abroad could offend through igno- 
© rance of ſuch a proclamation, the bill was drawn 
with a blank, to be filled with a proper li- 
© mitation of time, before that the law ſhould take 


place; and that limitation might be very large 


© and extenſive, that merchants abroad might be 
* duly informed of the terms which the law had 
© enjoined.“ | 

He faid, © It was the — policy of nations, 
© the reaſonable authority veſted in the councils of a 
country to uſe ſuch precautions, and lay ſuch pro- 
© hibitions on any appearance of danger, although 
not diſcerned by the people; that the reaſon of this 
* was, becauſe they had early and ſecret intelligence, 


not proper for the public view when immediately 


© received, yet highly expedient to beobſerved. And 

© as to the indulgence allowed to thoſe perſons who 

© traded in the funds abroad, or truſted their money 

in foreign companies, it was reaſonable and proper, 
© becauſe many perſons thought thoſe a good ſecurity 
for their fortunes, many of the Britiſb merchants in 
© other countries, had no better employment for caſh 
in their hands, and it would occaſion great confu- 
ſion to include thoſe caſes in this prohibition, nei- 
113 « ther 
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ther indeed did they any ways relate to this caſe, 
* for though money might he lent to the Emperor 
by private perſons, he would never have aids from 
the public companies. abroad.. 


„ 


He owned, He was not ſo converſant in the laws 
« as ſome gentlemen were, who could Julthy ſupport 
this bill in its proviſion for a proper diſcovery of 

evidence, by precedents he wasa ſtranger to that; 

he himſelf remembered the act to prevent the ſub- 

* jects of Great Britain from trading in the Oftend 
company; that there the ſame Method of diſco- 
very was provided. And ſhould not the public 

detect ſuch a criminal commerce with a powerful 

* and national enemy, when they were allowed it 
* againſt a little interloping company? It was far 

from ſetting up a court of inquiſition,, it was far 
from laying hardſhips or ſeverities on any man: 
* Butit was for the prevention of fraudulentdealings, 
of concealed tranſactions, and it involved the 
party in noother penalty than one, which he could 

not incur but through conſcious guilt, which he 
might eaſily avoid by purging him ſelf of the 

crime; and that this penalty was. ſtill in the 
judgment of the houſe to be limited by their 

authority, having no other end than to be ſuch a 

taxupon loans, as might make it unproſitablſe toad- 
© vancethem for the higheſt premiumsorintereſt,? 

He alſo obſerved, * That the, proclamation pro- 

© vided in the bill, was the ſame as by law had. been 
uſual in the caſe of quarentine in the apprehenſions 
© of a peſt ilence, and as a prevention of any conta- 

gious diſtempers ; he thought it a reaſonable re- 
medy on all ſuch appearances of danger; it 
. + would not be made uſe of unleſs ſuch grievances 
happened, and if they did happen, he thought 
they deſerved a redreſs: He therefore — wn 
with repeating his motion to commit this bill, 
+ as highly expedient and neceſſary.” , 

2 5 f , 4. 
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Mr. W—M— faid, * He had a point of 
order to debate: The honourable gentleman had 
brought in the name of the King to influence their 
conſideration, contrary to a ſtanding rule of the 
* houfe, That it was never allowed that the 
name of the King ſhould ever be uſed upon any 
© occaſion to awe their proceedings, or to over-bear 
© their debates : That it the honoupable gentleman 
© had been properly careful of his Majeſty's honour, 
© he would not have mentioned his name at that rate, 
© he would have informed them of the evidence they 
had, and regularly brought it before them in the 
« preſent inquiry; that whatever that evidence might 
: be, he ſuppoſed it muſt come from foreign mini- 
* ſters, and he thought the houſe ought to have it 
opened in a proper parliamentary way: He added, 
nis opinion was againſt the bill, he thought it re- 
* ſtrained our commerce, and we might as well pro- 
* hibir all commerce.” | 


Sir Robert Walpole ſaid, The manner of his de- 


© claration had been very much miſtaken, that he 


vas not unparliamentary in what he faid ; he well 
* knew and duly obſerved the orders of the houlr ; 
© That he had not brought in the name of the King 
to influence gentlemen, or to over-bear the de- 
* bates; that he had mentioned the poſitive aſſu- 
© rances which were received, not as a meſſage from 
the King, bur by his Majeſty's leave; not by his 
© command, but only by his permiſſioa ; that the 
* flation he was in obliged him to aſk that permiſ- 
© fion, becauſe that by his oath he was obliged to 
keep the King's council ſecret, and theretore he 
asked this allowance from his Majeſty yeſterday 
morning apprehending the debate of this day 
* would require him to mention it, and he had offer- 
* ed it to prove the importance of the bill now be- 
fore them.” | 


1i 4 Mr. 
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Mr. G=um—{aid, He was a merchant himſelf, 

* that he could make it appear tothe houſe, the Em- 
6 — agents had been in Change- Alley, that he 
knew a particular ew, who had been applied to 


for 30, oool, and others for very large ſums, but 


refuſed to advance them, as fearing it would draw 
the diſpleaſure of the government upon them; he 
thought the bill a good bill, and all reaſonable 
< licences might be obtained, whenever they might 
* anſwer an innocent purpoſe ; nay, he thought they 
< ought to be granted, when applied for without any 
charge to the merchants ;* which Sir R—— and 
his friends agreed to. | 


Mr. P.— ſaid, He would not oppoſe the de- 
© ſign of this bill, he would never oppoſe whatever 
* might ſtrengthen his Majeſty's hands, he never 
did nor ever would appear in any ſuch cauſe : 
But if this muſt be done, why was it to be ef- 
* felted by a proclamation, why were the miniſtry 
to be judges in this caſe 3 let the houſe deter- 
mine the fatneſs of the affair, let them enact the 
* prohibition, let them alone have the abſolute di- 


* rection, and then he had nothing to offer againſt 
ſuch a bill, pal N 


Mr. Pelham replied, That the gentleman miſ- 
* underſtood them, if he imagined that he or the per- 
* ſons employed to prepare and bring in that bill, 
intended to make any miniſters judges where the 
* houſe might much better decide; but it, was a ten- 
* derneſs to the people, that made them provide a 
+ proclamation; they hoped this affair might even 
6 8 adjuſted without a prohibition; hut if the 
S houſe would not have it eventual, if they would 
* have it immediately, he ſhould not ſtand in op- 
: poſition to any wch demand? vie ions wh b5l be 


ii.! 


* # ; 
* + 
Mr. 


A. 1730. DE BAT E S. 
Mr. Bernard declared himſelf againſt the bill; he 
« thought it a reſtraint upon commerce, that could 
not be juſtified; and ſuch reſtraints had ever been 
« prejudicial to ourſelves; he remembered a bill 
of this ſort againſt Sweden, to prohibit all com- 
$ merce with that kingdom, yet the conſequence 
© was, we were forced to enable our merchants to 
© carry it on in Dutch bottoms, and rendered the 
* prohibition uſeleſs, as well as burdenſome, before 
ve took it off; he thought if the Dutch could aſ- 
+ fiſt their enemies the Spaniards in a war, where 
rebellion was the quarrel, and the crown of Spain 
claimed all the people as its natural born ſubjects, 
they would ſurely lend money to the Emperor 
* when he applied for aſſiſtance; he ſaid, the argu- 
ment uſed about merchants, incurring bigharealba 
for their ſecond payments, was very abſurd, for 
no men in the world would contract for loans on 
ſuch terms, or make them good. He inſiſted, 
they ſhould name the Emperor expreſsly, and not 
make a great prohibitionto affect the whole world, 
as if we were at war withall; he ſaid, that how- 
ever the practice might obtain of licenſing loans 
© to his Majeſty of Portugal, or to any of our good 
« allies, that this would be of no ſervice th our mer- 
© chants, who would loſe the advantage of lending 
their money, becauſe other nations could furniſh 
* ſuch. loans with more readineſs; and while ours 
were applying for permiſſion to the crown, the 
others would advance ſuch aſſiſtance in the mean 
time, and ſupplant our people in all their money 
dealings. He likewiſe declared againft making 
the court of Exchequer a court of inquiſition, he 
* conceived it unknown to the laws; nay, odious 
* to the conſtitution, - that men ſhould be obliged 
© to accule themſelves, and thereby incur the worſt 
* penalties; he knew not what precedents might 
+ be furniſhed; he believed they could eaſily find 
| pre- 


PartiamentArRy Az. 
6 2 thing: But he thought the li- 
berties of his country much more — 10 with 
him than any precedents whatever; and he 
5 would never conſent to a bill, which he thought 
< a violation of our fundamental laws, à breach of 
s our deareſt liberties, and a very terrible hardſhip 
on Mankind.“ er 3898 314 


Nr. Attorney General ſaid, That himſelf and 
the gentlemen honoured by the houſe with their 
s commands to bring inthe bill, had conſidered the 


Dutch and the Engliſh merchants as two different 


< reſotts, where the Emperor might apply for aſ- 
! ſiſtance; that if one ſhop — 5 he had 
< one the leſs to make uſe of; and even the other, 
if our true and faithfulally, and governed by reaſon 
and right policy, and not under extraordinary in- 
fluence, ſurely they might alſo be prevailed on to 
ſtop this aſſiſtance of money, and yield a private in- 
< tereft to the common caufe of Europe; he thought 
they were very well juſtified in drawing this bill, 
not only from reaſon and the fitneſs of things, but 
from the common law of the kingdom; that the 
King had a lawful 2 to recal his ſubjects 
4 ner, rom tne ſervice of foreign ſtates, 
c and ſhould he not alſo have the power to prohi- 
bit them from lending their money, Which might 
be more uſeful and dangerous than even the ſervice 
of their perſons. That in Ireland, the Parliament 
had made it high · treaſon to inliſt men for foreign 
* ſervice, without licence obtained from the crown; 
* and ſurely a reſtraint upon money, the ſine ws of 
war, was highly expedient any where ; that this 
law was intended only as a temporary reſtraint, a 
* prefent remedy applied to an approaching evil, 
and not to be eſtabliſned in perpetuity. He ob- 
ſerved the clauſe for diſcovering evidence by gn, 
i bill in the court of Zxcheguer, was the only 
n method 
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method to make this law. effectual, for ſuch a 
« tranſaction. as lending of money in this manner, 
* would always be done in a very concealed, a very 
« clandeſtine way; that if they did not paſs this 
« clauſe, they might juſtly throw out the whole bill, 
for there would be no evidence even to ſupport ita 
* deſign ; that many ſuch laws had provided ſuch 
* methods of diſcovery, that memorable law among 
others which puniſhed the Soutb-ſea directors; he 
* ſaid in that law it was felony, to refuſe anſwering 
© or todemur to a bill for diſcovery of concealments, 
and yet if they did diſcover a concealment, the 
very anſwer was good in evidence againſt them, 
© and the conceal:nent was felony, but here was a 
limited ſum, and no other penalty could be the 
* conſequence, attending conſcious. guilt upon ſuch 
a bill of diſcovery ; that by the conſtruction. of a 
court of equity, ſuch a bill of diſcovery would 
have been allowed, it this clauſe had not been in- 
ſerted, that the Barons of the Excheguer bad main- 
« tained the legality of ſuits, to diſcover frauds and 
+ miſuemeanors, relating to the revenue, nor could 
they deny that this was as jaſt by parity of reaſon- 
ing, though if the houſe ſhould throw out this 
* clauſe, it might make the judges unwilfing to ſup- 
ly it by ſuch a conſtruction, and therefore he 
— they would not throw it out.“ 2. 


Sir William Myndbam ſaid, he hoped when this 
© bill was committed they would make it a reaſon- 
able bill, that the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
* laſt, had mentioned a poſlible caſe, that the Dutch 
would ſhut up their ſhop to the Emperor; and 
ſuch a bare poſſibility it was, that no man could 
think it a common probability: That in the late 
wars with France, we drew them into a bargain, 
and paid them a price to diſcontinue their trade 


$ with the Frencb, which they did for one year only, 
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© but took our money for two or three more, and 
© when required to follow the tenor of their con- 
© tract, they declared they neither could nor would 
do any ſuch thing; that therefore we cannot ima- 
* gine the Dutch will refuſe to lend their money to 
© the Emperor now, any more than to trade with 
the French in the Queen's war, that he looked 
on all theſe reſtraints upon liberty, as unjuſtifia- 
© ble powers in the hands of a miniftry ; and that 
to argue from any ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Cor- 
pus act, to the fuſpenſion of trade, was to argue 
from one evil to another; that he was alſo againſt 
the practice of an Engliſb bill in the Exchequer, 
© to diſcover evidence; that he had heard the 
© South-ſeaa&t mentioned, but tho? it was a law, and 
© therefore to be tenderly uſed, he was no more 
© convinced of the juſtice of that than he was of 
© this; and that he found from ſome paſſiges in 
this debate, that becauſe we ſtood in fear of a war 
© with the Emperor, therefore the nation ſhould bear 
© whatever the French ſhould impoſe.” 


The Speaker would now have put the queſtion : 
Bur, | 


Mr. 7— 4 —— ſaid, that this was a bill 
< of terrors; that tho? a temporal act, it would be 
an eternal yoke on them and their fellow ſubjects; 
« that ſince the honourable perſon in the adminiſtra- 
tion, had opened ſecret intelligence, they ſhould 
© allo know what he knew of this matter. | 

That the Emperor had depoſited jewels in Hol- 
© Jand, as a ſecurity for the ſum of 400,0007. and 
that he himſelf had money to lend, and he did 
© not know any cauſe why he and other people, 
might not make an advantageous bargain as well 
© as their neighbours the Dutch, | | 
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# Mr. F— replied, © That indeed it was a bill of 


« terrors, and he hoped it would prove fo to all the 
King's enemies, the foes to the peace of Great- 
« Britain ; but that the terror of our enemies would 
© be the delight of our friends: He. added, the 
« gentleman was miſinformed, the Emperor had 
© no ſuch jewels to mortgage, but the revenues of 
© his hereditary countries.” | | 


The queſtion then was carried without any di- 
viſion. . : 


_ Theſe things having taken their courſe in the 
houſe, and the public buſineſs being as good as over, 
his. Majeſty. came on the 15th of May to put an end 
to the ſeſſion, when being ſeated on the throne in 


the houſe of Peers with the uſual ſolemnity, and 


the Commons being ſent for up, his Majeſty gave 


the royal aſſent to the public and private bills pre- 


pared for him, and made the following ſpeech. 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, 


HE ſeaſon of the year, and the diſpatch 
you have given to the public buſineſs, make 
it proper for me to put an end to<his ſeſſion; and 
I make no doubt, but the conduct and behaviour 
of this Parliament, as it has anſwered my expec- 
tations, will be equally fatisfaftory to all my good 
and faithful ſubjects. I 
The ſupport you have given me, in enabling 
me ſo effectually to make good my engagements 
with my allies, will, I perſuade myſelf, have the 
deſired effect; and when it ſhall be ſeen, that the 
allies of the treaty of Seville are not only deter- 
mined, but in a readineſs, to execute their mutual 
engagements, it is very much to be hoped, that a 
gene- 
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1 general pacy 1 9995 wal EO happy conſequence 
iN this Juſt ang power il A , 

elke of th boſe of Commons, © 

I give you my thanks in particular for the ſup- 
«plies you haye raiſed for the ſervice of the current 
year. It is a great ſatisfaction to me, that you 
© have had ſuch a due regard for the eaſe of your 
fellow - ſubjects, Whoſe welfare and profperity it 
* ſhall always be my principal .care .and ſtudy to 
advance and promote. 3 3 


. My Lords and Gentlemen, . | 
. * Tam very glad, that, for the general ſatisfaction, 
© you entered into a particular conſideration of the 
©. ſtate of the nation; and it is a great happineſs to 
s ſce, afterſo many unjuſt and unreaſonable clamours, 
© raifed with all poſſible art, induſtry, and malice, 
© that, upon mature deliberation, and the moſt ſo- 
© lemn debates, you were fo far from finding any 
thing worthy of blame or cenſure, that all matters 
* which came under your conſideration, met with 
« ycur approbatioun. ee: 
Ibis muſt give all mankind a juſt deteſtation 
© of thoſe incendiaries, who, trom'a'ſpirit of envy 
and difcontent, continually Hboùr, by ſcandalous 
Hbels, to alienate the affections of my people, and 
to fill their minds with groundleſs jealouſtes and 
© unjuft complaints, in diſbonour af me and m 
* government, and in defiance of the ſenſe of both 
JJ ĩͤ „ ee ag monday 
But I muſt rely upon your prudence, and your 
eoncern far the peace and happineſs of your coun- 
try, to diſcountenance all ſuch ſeditious practices, 
and to make my people ſenſible, that theſe wicked 
ptoctedings can have no other view or end, but 
© to create confuſion and diſtraction among us.“ 
Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 
command, ſaid, 
My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 4. - 

5 is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, That 

this Parliament b: prorogued to Tuſday the 

6 _ — Wy of 7uly next, ” moe here held; 

« and this parliament: is accordingly prorogued to 
Tueſday the fourteenth day of July next. 


The Fourth Safe of the Third Septennial Par- 
: lament. | 


"HIS ſeſſion began on Thurſday the 21ſt 
day of January, when his Majeſt being 
come to Nig houſe of Peers, and ſeated on his 


throne, and the houſe of Commony being come 


up, his Majeſty ads the following Os to both 
hahe. | 


25 Lords and Gontlenien, 
OU cannot but be ſenſible, war the mea- The — 
6 ſures formerly taken, and the concluſion of * 
« the treaty of Seville, have prevented and diſap- 
pointed the dangerous conſequences that were ſo 
« juſtly. apprehended from the treaty of Vienna; 
and we do not only ſee that union diſſolved, which 
had alarmed all Europe, but the allies of the treaty 


of Hanover ſtrengthened by the additional power 
© of the crown of Spain. 


This * of i gave us a reaſoiiable 
0 a general pacification, and juſt hopes 
6 Mins the ditions of the treat 15 Sele 
complied with, without the neceſſity of coming to 
( Kanga and no endeavours have been want- 

, conformable to my engagements with m 
lies, to obtain that happy end. But this deſira- 
0 Nl event having been hithertodelayed, the treaty 
of Seville lays an indiſpenſible obligation upon all 
the contracting parties to prepare for the execution 
% 
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© of it; and we muſt be in a readineſs to perform 
our part, and, by continuing to purſue the proper 
* meaſures, convince our allies, that we will faith. 
4 fully fulfil our engagements, and, as far as ſhall de- 
< pend-upon us, procure the ſatisfaction due to them, 
either by ſuch means as ſhall-be moſt eligible, or 
© by ſuch as ſhall be found abſolutely neceſſary. 

The preſent critical conjuncture ſeems in a very 
particular manner to deſerve your attention, and 
© you need not be told with what impatience the 
© reſolutions of this Parliament are every where 
« waited for and expected, ' . 


the point of being determined, the great event of 
peace or war may be very much affected by your 


SS + # K+ * 


not be eaſy to determine how far the expences, 
neceſſary 
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. houſe, and his Majeſty's « being reported to 
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neceſſary for the ſervice of the enſuing year, may, 


or may not, exceed the proviſions made for the 


« ſervice of the laſt year. | 

In the mean time I am perſuaded you will go 

on to give all poſſible diſpatch to the public buſi - 
« nels; and if it ſhall be neceſſary, I ſhall not fail 

« to alk the farther advice and aſſiſtance of my Par- 

« lament, according to the circumſtances of pub- 

lic affairs, and as ſoon as any proper occaſion 
* ſhall require it. | 


- 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, a 

I will order the proper eſtimates to be prepared, 
and laid before you; and I can make no doubt, 
but that dutiful regard which you have always 
ſhewed to me and my honour, and your juſt con- 
* cern for the true intereſt of your country, will in- 
* duce you to grant me the neceſſary ſupplies, and 
enable me to make good my engagements with 
* my allies, with that chearfulneſs and affection, 
* which become a Britiſh houſe of Commons, ten- 
der and jealous of the honour of the crown, care- 
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ful and ſolicitous for the glory and proſperity of 


the kingdom. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
© The time draws near, which will admit of no 
« farther delays. If the tranquillity of Europe, can 
be ſettled without the effuſion of blood, or the ex- 
« pence of public treaſure, that ſituation will cer- 
* tainly be moſt happy and deſireable. But if that 
bleſſing cannot be obtained, honour, Juſtice, and 
the ſacred faith due to ſolemn treaties, will call 
© upon us to exert ourſelves, in procuring by force 
* what cannot be had upon juſt and reaſonable 
terms.“ 5 


* 


After which the Commons retired to their own 
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the houſe of Lords by my Lord Chancellor, a mo- 
tion was made and feconded, *< that an humble ad- 
© dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his 
« Majeſty the thanks of that houſe for his moſt gra- 
© cious ſpeech from the throne z to declare that, as 
his Majeſty had uſed all endeavours to obtain a 
© compliance with the juſt conditions of the treaty 
© of Seville, ſo it was their duty to perſevere in a 
© zeal for his Majeſty's honour, and the public faith 
©. of the nation; and to aſſure his Majeſty that they 
« would fupport his Majeſty's engagements, and in 
© all events endeavour to the utmoſt of their power, 

© to enable his Majeſty to procure ſatisfaction to his 
© allies; and that whenever his Majeſty ſhould be 
« oraciouſly to afk their farther advice and 
« affiftance, they would come to ſuch reſolutions, as 
became dutiful and faithful ſubjects, tender of the 
« effuſion of blood, and the expence of public trea- 
* fare, but unalterably ſteady in maintaining the ho- 
* nour of the nation, and the ſacred faith due to 
public treaties.“ 8 
An Amendment was offered by the right honou- 
rable the Lord Carteret to this motion, and ſecond- 
ed by the Earls of Winchelſea, Strafford, &c. which 
was as follows, That they ſhould deſire of his 
. © Majeſty, that in cafe a War broke out, his Ma- 
© jeſty would take care that the fame ſhould not be 
© carried on againſt the Emperor in Flanders, oz 
upon the Rhine.“ This amendment was oppoſed 
by the Dukes of Newcaſtle, Argyle, &c. and after 
Long debates it was carried againſt the amendment; 
and an addreſs ordered to be drawn up in the terms 
firſt propoſed. The arguments of both ſides were 
much the ſame, as were made uſe of in the houſe 
of Commons, of which we ſhall give an account 
in their proper place: The addreſs was as follows. 
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The humble Addreſs of the right honourable the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 


Die Jovis 21 Fanuarii, 1730-1. 


Maſt © pn" Sovereign, 


your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal The Log 


c 
c W ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tempo Addrels 
ral in Parliament aſſembled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majeſty the thanks of this houſe for 
© your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
© The many fatalconſequences attending the trea- 
t ty of Vienna, which affected all Europe, but more 
© particularly this nation, could only have been ob- 
© viated by diſſolving that dangerous union: This 
© the meaſuresformerly taken, and the concluſion of 
© the treaty of Seville, have not only accompliſhed, 
© but have even joined one of the great contracting 
powers of the treaty of Vienna, to the allies at the 
* treaty of Hanover. . 

Four Majeſty having thus laid a ſure foundation 
© of the public tranquillity, if the juſt conditions of 
* the treaty of Seville were complied with, and 
© having, in purſuance of your engagements with 
© theallies, uſed all endeavours to obtain that happy 
end; it is highly our duty to perſevere in that 
© zeal for your Majeſty's honour, and the public 
faith of the nation, that all the parties to that 
© treaty, who are under mutual and indiſpenſible 
© obligations for the execution of it, may find no- 
thing wanting on the part of Great Britain. 

: We therefore humbly beg leave to aſſure your 
* Majeſty, that the ſame zeal and vigour, which has 
© hitheretoappearedin this houſe, for the ſupport of 
* your Majeſty and your engagements, ſhall con- 
* tinue to be ſo manifeſt, in all our proceedings, to 
© the contending powers abroad, that there ſhall as 


little doubt remain, to the utmoſt of our power, 
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of your Majeſty's being fully enabled in all events 
to procure ſatisfaction to your allies, if force 
« ſhould be neceſſary, as there is of your Majeſty's 
© known inclination, from a tenderneſs to your peo- 
ple, and concern for the peace of Europe, to pre- 
vent by any juſt accommodation the bad conſe 
£ quences of a general rupture. TE 

We ſhall in the mean time give all poſſible dif. 
patch to the public bulineſs, and whenever your 
< Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to aſk our far- 
ther advice and aſſiſtance, this houſe will come to 
ſuch reſolutions as become dutiful and faithful ſub- 
« jects, tender of the effuſion of blood, and the ex- 
© pence of public treaſure, but unalterably ſteady in 
* maintaining the honour of the nation, and the ſa- 
© cred faith due to public treaties, ever mindful 
that we owe the enjoyment of our happy conſti- 
* tution to the ſettlement of the crown in your Ma- 
« jeſty's royal family, and contributing all that is 
in our power, that your Majeſty may long wear 
it with eaſe and honour, undiſturbed by ene- 
mies either at home or abroad. | 


To which his Majeſty returned the following 
anſwer. | 


My LORDS, | ve 

I Thank you for this dutiful and loyal addreſs. The 
enabling me tofulfil my engagements with my allies 

in all events, will not only effeftually ſecure and conti- 
tinue to my people the advantages ſtipulated for them 


by treaties, but may greatly contribute to the obtaining 
of a general pacification.” 8 


Mr. Speaker, with the Commons being returned 
to their own houſe; in order to conſtitute a ſeſſion 
of Parliament, a bill for more effectuallypreventingof 
clandeſtine outlawries was read, and ordered to be 
read a ſccond time. Then Mr. Speaker reported 

that 


A721. DE BATES; © 
that the houſe had attended his Majeſty in the houſe 


of Peers, that he had obtained a copy of his Majeſ- 
ty's ſpeech which he read to the hou and thereupon 
a motion was made and ſeconded, * that an humble 
* addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his 
* Majeſty the thanks of the houſe for his moſt gra- 
© cious ſpeech from the throne, to acknowledge his 


* Majeſly's goodneſs in endeavouring to have the 
conditions of the treaty of Seville fulfilled and ex- 


* ecuted, in ſuch manner as might beſt ſecure a ge- 


© neral pacification, and be conformable with his en- 


gagements with his allies; to declare their intire 


confidence in his Majeſty's care and concern for 


* the honour and intercits of his people, and their 


perfect reliance upon his wiſdom and juſtice, in 
doing every thing that ſhall depend upon him, to 
© procure the ſatisfaction due to his allies, by ſuch 
means as ſhall be moſt deſireable, or abſolutely ne- 


— — . 


ceſſary; to exprefs their firm reſolution to continue 
* their utmoſt zeal and vigour, in ſupport of his Ma- 
* jefty and his engagements, and to aſſure his Ma- 
* jeſty that they would give all poſſible diſpatch to 


the public buſineſs, as it ſhould from time to time 


be brought before them, and that from a dutiful 


regard to his Majeſty's honour and dignity, and 


.* a juſt concern for the true intereſt of their country, 
. * which they ſhould always look upon as indiſpenſa- 


.* ble, 


© his 


d inſeparable obligations, they would grant to 
ajeſty ſuch ſupplies, as ſhould be neceſſary 


for the ſervice of the enſuing year; and effectually 


© enable his Majeſty to make good his engagements 


© with his allies: And in return to his Majeſty's 
. © goodneſs, in avoiding to bring any unneceſſary 
_ © burdens upon his people, to aſfure his Majeſty, that 
in caſe the circumitances of affairs, ſhould oblige 
his Majeſty to aſk the farther advice and aſſiſtance 


of that houle, they would, upon every occaſion, 
« diſcharge their duty to his Majeſty and thoſe they 
« repreſent, with that chearfulneſs and affection, 
; K k 3 « which 
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© which became a Britiſb houſe of Commons, ten- 
der and jealous of the honour of the crown, and 


careful and ſollicitous for the glory of the king- 


Hereupon a motion was made in the houſe, and 
ſeconded, for the following amendment to the firſt 
motion, vi. to leave out moſt part of the firſt mo- 
tion in order to make the addreſs general, and to de- 
ſire that his Majeſty would take care, that no war 
ſhould be carried on in Flanders or upon the Rhine. 


This amendment was ſupported by the two Mr. 
Pulteney's, Sir William Wyndham, &c. and oppoſed 
by Sir Robert Walpole, Horatio Walpole, Lord Harvey 
Sir William Yonge, &c. the arguments offered in ſup- 
port of the amendment were, That every gentle- 
tleman in that houſe knew very well the great ex- 
< pence of blood and treaſure it had coſt this nation 
to reduce the exorbitant power of France, which 
by the impolitic meaſures of former times had been 
* allowed to riſe to ſuch a height, that it began to 
< threaten the liberties of all Europe: That our join- 
ing with France, and attacking the Emperor in 
* Flanders, or uponthe Rhine, would naturally throw 
* Flanders, and perhaps a part of Germany into the 
hands of the French; by which that monarchy 
* would again become terrible to Europe, and the 
* whole fruits of a ten years ſucceſsful war would be 
« mtirely deſtroyed. 

That French alliances, thro the unfaithfulneſs 
aof that people, and their inveterate malice to us, 
had always proved deſtructive to the intereſt and 
trade of this nation, that the uſe they had always 


made of a correſpondence with us, was to encou- 


rage arbitrary deſigns in our princes, and that there- 
+ fore it had N proved fatal for any King, or 
Miniſtry of England to enter cordially into any 
* iriendſhip or correſ pondence with them: That we 


* might 


. 
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might learn from the hiſtories of former times, 
what faith could be given to French promiſes or 
French engagements; even at preſent we may ſee, 
* that they have taken advantage of the late preca- 
* rious ſituation of the affairs of Europe, and of the 
confidence we have repoſed in them, and from 
thence have preſumed to clear, and reſtore the har- 
bour of Dunkirk, and to incroach upon our ſettle- 
ments in the Y/et-Tndies : From their preſent ma- 
nagement we may judge, how much their friend- 
* ſhip is to be depended on, we may ſee that we 
* muſt pay dear for any ſuperficial fayours they are 
« pleaſed to vouchſafe to us, or to any of our allies. 
That proſecutinga war either in FHanders or up- 
on the Rhine in conjunction with the French, could 


» K a 


tend to nothing but the ruining of that balance of 


6 power in Europe, which with difficulty we had at 
* laſteſtabliſhed, after a ten years bloody and expen- 
* ſive war crowned with many glorious victories, 
and attended with a molt ſurprizingſucceſs : That 
in the preſent conjuncture ofthe 4 of Europe, 
« the balance of power by our being beaten might 
* ſuffer, by our being victorious it would be intirely 


£ deſtroyed, and loſt perhaps for ever. 


That according to the ancient Parliamentary 
method, all addreſſes were general ; that our an- 
« ceſtors neyer were ſo complaifant as to declare 
their ſenſe of things, till the particulars came re- 
* gularly before them: That the making of an ad- 
dreſs in terms ſo particular as thoſe nay propoſed, 
looked like an immediate determination of all the 
points likely to come before them, which was in 
effect bringing the buſineſs of the whole ſeſſion into 
the reſolves of one day, and proceeding to deter- 
mine without either proofs or reaſons for ſuch de- 
* terminations: As for example, the promiſing now 
© to. ſupport his Majeſty in all his engagements, 
without knowing what thoſe cngagements were, 
£ ſeemed to be a —_ thatthey would ſup- 
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port him before any reaſon could be offered for 
© ſuch a determination; for no other reaſon could 
© be offered, than that they were all juſt and rea- 
* ſonable, which no man could ſay 8 he knew 
© what they were.“ 
In anſwer to this it was urged, That the making 
of the addreſs in terms ſo very general, ſeemed 
to be ſhewing a ſort of diffidence in his Majeſty's 
conduct and management; that his Majeſty, ever 
ſince he came to the throne, had always been ſo 
careful of the intereſts of the nation, that no mem- 
ber of the houſe had any reaſon to harbour the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of his Majeſty's meaſures : That as to 
the other part of the amendment relating to the 
war in Flandersor upon the Rhine, they agreed that 
it was not for the intereſt of Europe, that any part 
of thoſe countries ſhould fall into the hands of the 
French; that his Majeſty would, without doubt, 
according to his wonted prudence, take all pro- 
per care to prevent any ſuch conſequence; but 
that the putting of ſuch words in the addreſs 
would look like an incroachment upon the pre- 
rogative of the crown, and a directing of the o- 
rations of the future war, if any ſhould happen, 
which they hoped would not, for that they had 
good reaſon to believe, that the meaſures already 
concerted would produce a pacification. 
© That the . deſign of the great alliance 
© formedagainſt the Emperor, was to convince him, 
that if he did not come into the peaceable meaſures 
< propoſed, he would be ſo powerfully attacked up- 
© on all ſides, that it would be impoſſible for him ta 
. 
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reſiſt; which deſign would be entirely fruſtraced 
© if they ſhould declare at the beginning, that he 
* was not to be attacked in Flanders or upon the 
* Rhine, theſe being the only two places in which 
he was vulnerable; for that in Italy he could make 
'< himſelf ſuperior tothe whole alliance, ſince he was 
already in poſſeſſion of that country, and could 
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pour in what troops he pleaſed by unexpenſive 
land marches, whereby he might fill the whole 
country with his numerous body of horſe, which, 
« being maſter of the open country, as well as of all 
the tortified places, he might eaſily ſubſiſt, while 
the troops ſent by the allies to attack him in 7zaly, 
in order to force him to a compliance with the 
tertns of the treaty of Seville, mult be both tranſ- 
ported, and ſupported byſea; it being well known 
to all thoſe who underſtand any thing of the geo- 
« graphy of Taly, that it is impoſſible to force a 
« paſſage by land into that country, when it is pro- 
vided with a powerful and well diſciplined army 
to oppoſe the entry of an enemy. That therefore 
it would be very impolitic to put any ſuch words 
in their addreſs, becauſe it would perſuade the Em- 
peror, that the allies had come to a reſolution not 
to attack him in Flanders or upon the Rhine, which 
* by taking away all grounds of fear from the court 
of Vienna, would make them perſevere in refuſing 
to enter into any peaceable meaſures, whereby thoſe 
* alliances, which had been procured with ſo much 
* expence and labour, would be rendered fruitleſs 
and of no effect, and conſequently a pacification 
* would become altogether impracticable. 

Another amendment vas offered byThomas Wynd- | _ 
ham, Eſq; member of Parliament for Sudbury in ment fre. 
Suffolk in theſe words,viz. * That they would ſupport 
* hisMajeſty*s engagements, in ſo far as they related 
© to the intereſt of Great-Britain.* This motion was 
ſeconded by Mr. Pulteney and ſeveral others, and op- 
poſed by Sir Robert Walpole, &c. In ſupport of the 
amendment it was ſaid, That it was agreeable to 
the act of ſettlement whereby it is expreſly pro- 
© yided, that this nation ſhall not be obliged to en- 
© ter into a war for the defence of any dominions not 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain; that by vir- 
tue of this act his Majeſty held the crown of theſe 
5 realms, and that therefore every clauſe and proviſo 

thereof 


* 


. 


r 


805 PARLIAMENTARY Az. ff | 
© thereof was to be exactly obſerved, except in 
< ſo far as they had been, or ſhould be altered by | 
Parliament; and that therefore the houſe could 0 
© not well by way of addreſs go any farther, than . 
* to ſay that they would ſupport his Majeſty's en- 
£ gagements, in ſo far as they related to the intereſt 
© of Ereat- Britain. 


In anſwer to this it was alledged, © That ſuch an 
< expreſſion in their addreſs would ſeem to inſinuate, 
that his Majeſty had entered into engagements, 
© thatdid not relate to the intereſts of Great-Britain, 
< which would be the greateſt ingratitude that could 
be imagined towards his Majeſty, who in all his 11 
* meaſures had never ſhewn the leaſt regard to any It 
thing but the intereſt of Grea/-Britain, and the i «| 
< eaſe and ſecurity of the people thereof, as all thoſe I «x 
< who had the honour to ſerve him could teſtify, and  * n 
upon their honour declare: and that they hoped If « f 
© every member of that houſe was convinced, that «c 
his Majeſty never would enter into any engage- «c 
© ment, that was not abſolutely neceſſary for procu- a 
< ring the happineſs and enſuring the ſafety of his I * 
people, and therefore it was quite unneceſſary to * at 
« confine the words of their addreſs to fuch engage - * fi 
© ments as related to the intereſts of Great-Bri- 6 
6 tain. 0 to 


Mr. Heaths In this debate George Heathcote, Eſq; member for ar 
«urs pech. Hindon in Wiltſhire, ſpoke to the effect following, I m 
viz. © That with reſpect to the prerogative, he did I co 

not think that the giving of advice to his Majeſty I * w. 

could ever be called an interfering with the prero- © th 

* gative of the crown, ſince it was the proper buſi- * th 

* neſs of Parliament, which was the King's great of 
Council, to adviſe the crown in all matters of im- th 
portance; that it was what many Parliaments had ce: 

done, and what they were always obliged to do. to 


„ That 
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That the acting againſt the Emperor in Flanders, 
or upon the Rhine was abſolutely deſtructive to the 
© intereſt of England, and inconſiſtent with that 
political maxim of maintaining a balance of power 
in Europe, as had been acknowledged by all the 
* gentlemen who had ſpoke in the debate; there- 
fore he thought he had good reaſon to believe, 
that no miniſter would dare to adviſe his Majeſty 
to concur in ſuch a meaſure ; for which reafon 
there was no need of adviſing his Majeſty againſt 
a meaſure, which it could not be ſuppoſed he 
* would take. 

That in order to procure the long wiſhed-for 
* peace, it was neceſſary to convince the world, that 
they would join heartily with his Majeſty in all 


proper meaſures for that end, which they could 


* not more effectually do, than by ſhewing an una- 
* nimity in their reſolves at the beginning of the 
« ſeſſion of Parliament; fuch an unanimity would 
certainly have its weight abroad, it would en- 
courage our allies, it would terrify our enemies, 
and make both attentive to ſuch propoſals as his 
Majeſty ſhould think proper to make to them; 
and it would teſtify to the world their zeal for the 
* ſupport of the preſent happy eſtabliſhment. 

1 That for his part, he looked upon all addreſſes 
to be in their own nature general, and that no 
* words which could be put into an addreſs, could 
any ways influence the future reſolutions of Parlia- 
ment; he looked upon them only as words of 
* courſe, and no more obligatory than the penal 
words of a bond, which every one knows obliges 
the debtor to the payment of nothing more than 
the principal ſum borrowed, with intereſt and coſts 
* of ſuit; That the declaring in the addreſs that 
they would ſupport the King's engagements ne- 
ceſſarily implies, that ſuch engagements do relate 
to the intereſt of Exgland, and if afterwards it 
| ſhould appear, that any one of them did not, he 
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< would not at all think himſelf obliged by the ge- 
« neral words of the addreſs to approve of, or ſup- 
© port any ſuch engagement. 

That he believed he would vote for an addreſ; 


in the terms as at firſt propoſed, but that his vot- 
ing in that way might not be conſtrued ſo, as to 


< anticipate his aſſent to any thing thereafter pro- 


© poſed, he thought it proper to declare, that by 


« ſupporting his Majeſty*s engagements, he neither 
© meant to agree to the continuing of the Heſſians 


in the pay of Great-Britain, nor to approve of 


« ſubmitting tamely to the depredations of the Spa- 
© ztards, nor of allowing them to blockade Gibro/- 
tar; nor did he approve of ſubmitting paſſively 
< to the incroachments of the French in the Meſt-In. 
© dies, or to their opening the port and harbour of 
© Dunkirk , nor would he from thence think himſelf 
© obliged to approve . of any meaſure, which he 
© ſhould not at the time of propoſing think expe- 
© dient, and conſiſtent with the real and true intereſt 
© of Great-Britain : That by aſſuring his Majeſty, 
© that the houſe would ſupport his engagements, he 
meant to ſupport no other engagements, than ſuch 
© as the _ ſhould judge to be for the advantage 
© of the nation; that for his part he was very ſute 
© that his Majeſty would enter into none but ſuch as 
© were ſo, and if it ſhould appear, that any other 
© fort of engagement had been entered into, he would 
take it to be an engagemeut of the miniſters, and 
not an engagement of the King's and conſe. 


«* quently that the words of the addreſs did not ob- 
(lige the houſe, or any member of the houſe, to 


* ſupport the ſame in any manner of way. For 
< theſe and many other reaſons he was of opinion, 
that the addreſs ought to be in the terms firſt pro- 
© poſed.” And the Maſter of the Rolls and ſeve- 


ral other members declaring, that they were of hi 


opinion, and that they underſtood addreſſes in the 
ſame manner as he did, the queſtion was put, ant 
li 
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it paſſed without a diviſion, to addreſs his Ma- 
. jeſty in the terms firſt propoſed without any amend- 

ment. | 
s Whereupon a Committee was appointed to draw 
op an addrefs accordingly ; and the fame being 
0 drawn up, and reported next day to the houſe 

it was agreed to, and preſented the day following 


to his Majeſty by the whole houſe, and was as fol- 
er W lows, viz. | 
ns 
ol Maſt gracious Sovereign, 


ba- E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 1 
*. ö | 0 al The houſ- 
al 8 ſubjects, the Commons of Great Britain in —— 8 
Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return our ſin- the K fs. 

* cere thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious 


(al < TR from the throne, 
We cannot but in gratitude acknowledge your 
= « Majeſty's goodneſs in endeavouring to — the 


ht” f conditions of the treaty of Seville fulfilled and ex- 
ty ecuted in ſuch manner as might beſt ſecure a ge- 
„neral pacification, and be conformable to your 


* engagements with your allies. 
Wage © And out © f a juſt ſenſe of the bleſſings we en- 
| ſure joy, We think it our duty to declare our entire 
ch confidence in your royal care and concern for the 
„„ honour and intereſt of your people, and our per- 
doe dect reliance upon your NMajeſty s wiſdom and juſ- 
al ice, in doing every thing that ſhall depend upon 
AP" g 85 to procure the ſatisfaction due to your allies, 
1 ſuch means as ſhall be the moſt deſirable; or, 
2. 2 © if they prove ineffectual, by ſuch as ſhall be abſo- 
Fall © lutely neceſſary. .. . 
- od We are firmly reſolved to continue our utmoſt 
ſt pro © zeal and vigour in ſupport of your Majelty and 
1 ere Pur engagements; eſteeming this the leaſt part of 
of bil dur duty, when we conſider, that thoſe engage- 
in the} . ments are the effect of yaur vigilapce for the wol- 
it, an fare of your ſubjects. 5 | 


© We 
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We aſſure your Majeſty, that we will give all 
« pollible diſpatch to the publick buſineſs, as it ſhall 
from time to time be brought before us; That as 
your people feel the happineſs of your reign, ſo 
your Majeſty may feel the eaſe of it. And from 
© a dutiful regatd to your hotiour and dignity, and 
© a juſt concern for the true intereſt of our coun- 
try, which we ſhall always look upon as indiſpen- 
© {ible and inſeparable Obligations, we have the 
< greateſt ſatisfaction in aſſuring your Majeſty, that 
* we will with all chearfulneſs grant ſuch ſupplies 
© as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſervice of the enſuing 
© year, and effectually enable your Majeſty to 
© make good your engagements with your allies, 

© Your Majeſty's goodneſs to Your people is very 
© apparent in your avoiding to bring any unneceſ- 
* fary burdens upon them. And it is the leaſt re- 
© turn we can make for it, to aſſure your Majeſty, 
that in cafe the circumſtances of publick affairs 
* ſhall oblige you to aſk the farther advice and al- 
ſiſtance of your faithful Commons, we will, upon 
every occaſion, diſcharge our duty to your Ma- 
« jeſty and thoſe we repreſent, with that chearful- 
< neſs and affection, which become a Britiſb houſe 
of Commons, tender and jealous of the honour of 
the crown, careful and ſollicitous for the glory 
and proſperity of the kingdom. 


To which his Majeſty returned the following 
anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


The King's J Return you my hearty thanks for this dutiful and 
anſwer. 


loyal addreſs. The zeal and affection you expreſs 
for me, and the aſſurances you have given me 2 

bling me to make good my engagements with my allies, 

- zwill, I am perſuaded, have a very good effeł at this 
critical and important eonj uncture. 


Upon 


15 
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Upon the 22d day of January, a Petition was 
reſented to the houſe of Commons, by ſeveral 
inhabitants, traders, and proprietors of land with- 
in the town of Manchefter in the county of Lan- 
caſter, ſetting forth, That the ſaid town was ve- 
« ry large and populous, and the poor thereof very 
numerous and burthenſome z that the chief inha- 
* tants, traders, and proprietors of land there, 
had agreed to contribute and give 2000/7. towards 


+ erecting a publick workhouſe for the better main- 


* tenance and employment of their poor, which 
* would very much tend to the leſſening the poor 
© rates within the ſaid town, and to the in 
* the labour of the poor more beneficial to the 
trade thereof; and therefore praying that leave 
might be given to bring in a bill for the erect- 
* ing a publick workhouſe in the ſaid town, for 
the purpoſes aforeſaid, with ſuch proviſions, 
powers, and authorities as to the houfe ſhould 
* ſeem meet.” | : 

This petition was referr'd to a Committee, and a 
bill was brought into the houſe, which we ſhall give 
an account of in its proper place, 

Upon the 26th, the houſe agreed, nemine contra- 
dicente, with the refolution of the Committee, That 
« ſupply be granted to his Majeſty. After which they 
ordered the proper eſtimates and accounts to be 
hid before the houſe, 

Upon the firſt day of February, the houſe or- 
dered that leave be given to bring in a bill for ma- 
king more effectual the laws. in being for diabling 
perſons from being choſen Members of, or ſitting 
or voting in tke houſe of Commons, who have any 
penſion during pleaſure, or for any number of years, 
or any office held in truſt for them In purſuance 


of this order a bill was next day accordingly brought 
in, which was ſo favourably receiv'd by the Mem- 
bers within doors, and fo univerſally applauded and 
deſired by the voice of the People without, that it 

paſſed 
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paſſed the houſe of Commons without any oppoſi- 
tion. " | 
Upon the 2d of February, two petitions - ſigned 


by many of the principal inhabitants, traders, and 
land owners in the town of Mancheſter, were pre- 


ſented to the houſe, ſetting forth, that there was al- 
ready a convenient workhouſe hired for the mainte- 
© nance and employment of the poor, in purſuance 
of the preſent laws, by common conſent, at a 
public town meeting: That there was no occa- 
* fion for any other, and that a workhouſe as in- 
< tended by the petition depending in the houſe, 
(pray ing a bill for that purpoſe) would prejudice 
© the trade and intereſt of the town, and render 
the rights and properties of the inhabitants pre- 
© carious and uncertain, and that the terms propo- 


_ © fed for building the workhouſe petitioned for, 


< were diſagreeable to the town in general, and had 
© been rejected at a public meeting; wherefore they 
< prayed to be heard by themſelves or their coun- 
rought in z which two pe- 
< titions were referred to the committee, to whom 
© the firſt petition was referred, and it was ordered, 
that both parties be admitted to be heard by them- 
« ſelves or council.” 
Upon the ſame day the houſe was (according to 
order) called over, and the names of ſuch Mem- 
bers as made default were taken down, and ordered 
to be again called over, which was accordingly be- 
gun, but before they were called over, a motion 
was made for adjourning the call 'till that day 
fortnight; this motion was warmly oppoſed by 
the members who are ſo virtuous as to think, that 
every man, in every ſtation, - ought to attend his 
duty, more eſpecially when his abſence may hap- 
pen to be the occaſion of the ruin of his country ; 
and their arguments were ſo ſtrong, and the houſe 
ſo thin, that upon the queſtion's being put, it 
paſſed in the negative, whereupon the houſe — 
ao 
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thro* the liſt of defaulters, and ordered ſuch of 
them as were not excuſed to attend again certain 
days then reſpectively appointed, or otherwiſe to 
be taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
tending the houſe. 

Upon the third day of February the houſe (ac- 
cording to order) reſolved itſelf into a Committee 
of the whole houſe, to conſider further of the ſup- 
ply granted to his Majeſty ; and the eſtimate of 
the charge of the Hęſian troops being referred to 
the ſaid Committee, there enſued a hot debate, 
whether or no thoſe troops ſhould he continued in 
the pay of Great Britain. The party in the houſe, 
generally known by the name of the Country Party, 
were againſt the continuing of thoſe troops in our 
pay, becauſe they could not, as they ſaid, be of 
any ſervice to Great Britain, for that as we were 
ſurrounded: by the ſea, our fleet was our only real 
and proper ſecurity ; and therefore we had no uſe 
for the maintaining of ſtanding armies either at 
home or abroad, more particularly at a time of 
perfect tranquillity : They faid, that if the appre- 
henſion of a war being ſpeedily to break out ſhould 
be made an argument for keeping foreign troops 
in our. pay, we could never be without them z for 
Europe never was, nor ever could be in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, as tHat it could be ſaid, there was no 
reaſon for having any apprehenſion of a war: 
That many wars might happen upon the conti- 
nent with which we had nothing to do; and if 
we ſhould at any time have the misfortune of be- 
ing involved in any war, it was then time enough 
to take foreign troops into our pay, but till then 
there was no neceſſity for it, for we would always 
find troops enough in Europe to hire, whenever 
we had occaſion for them; therefore the keeping 
of ſuch troops in pay at preſent, when we had no 
occaſion for them, was a waſting of the public 
Wo. IX. LI money; 
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money, which every man who has any regard to 
the intereſt and welfare of his native country, 
ought to prevent as far as lies in his power. This 
was the principal ſcope of all the arguments made 
uſe of by that party. 

The other party, called the Court Party, ſaid in 
anſwer to this, That though we were disjoined 
by the ſea from the continent of Europe, yet as 
long as we had any trade or communication with 
any of the countries upon the continent, we 
« could not help being involved in fome of their 

quarrels, as well as having quarrels of our own 
wirh ſome of them: That by means of our in- 
fluence upon the affairs of the continent we had 
got a great many advantages in trade, and in 
order to maintain thoſe advantages we had got, 
« we were obliged from time to time to interfere 

in che quarrels among foreign princes : That ſome 
of the countries of Europe had fo little commu- 
nication with the ſea, that they were entirely 
© out of the reach of our fleet, and therefore, in 
« caſe they laid the trade of our ſubjects in their 
© dominions under any hardſhips or inconvenien- | 
* cies, or offered us any other injury or indignity, 
* we had no other way of righting or revenging 
< ourſelves, but by getting ſome of their power- 
ful neighbours and rivals upon the continent to 
engage in our quarrel, which we could never pro- 
- 
4 
“* 
> 
. 
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cure without engaging in ſome of theirs: That 
this conſideration firſt brought on the treaty of 
Hanover, and obliged us to take the Heſſian 
troops into our pay: That ſuch meaſures pre- 
vented the fatal effects of the treaty of Vienna 
between the Emperor and Spain, and at laſt 
brought about the treaty of Seville, by which 
Spain was effectually diſunited from the Empe- 
ror; but that in order to do this, we were o- 


= 


ts with 


Spain, 
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Spain, by which we had bound ourſelves to fee 

* 6000 Spaniſh troops introduced into {taly, to ſe- 

© cure the eventual ſucceſſion of the Infante Don 
Carlos to the dutchies of Tuſcany, Parma and 
Placentia: That the Emperor not only refuſed 
to conſent amicably to the introduction of thoſe 
Spaniſh troops, but had filled Italy with his 


troops, in order to repel the Spaniards by force, 


- 
4 
in caſe we and our allies offered to introduce 
© them without his conſent: That we had already 
* ſeen the good effeſts of having thoſe Heſſian 
troops in our pay; and the continuing of them 
* might. probably have ſuch an influence upon the 
Emperor, as at laſt to induce him to agree to 
< reaſonable terms; whereas, if we ſhould now diſ- 
* miſs them, it would free the Emperor from all 
fears of being attacked upon that ſide; there- 
upon he would become more obſtinate; and his 
* obſtinacy would certainly involve Europe in a ge- 
* neral war, which would coſt us a great many 
* millions; ſo that they could not but look upon 
diſmiſſing the Heſſian troops at that time as a 
very unrcalonable and fooliſh piece of thrift, be- 
« cauſe we thereby run the great riſk of loſing mil- 
lions, for the ſake of ſaving a year's ſubſidy to 
* thoſe troops. | 
At laſt the Committee agreed to the continuing 
of the Heſſian troops in the pay of Great Britain, 
and reſolved, that a ſum not exceeding 241,259 /. 
I 5. 3 d. be granted to his Majeſty, for defray ing 
the expence of 12,000 Heſians taken into his Ma- 
jeſty's pay for the ſervice of the year 1731. 


Upon the 1oth day of February, the houſe re- 
ſolved itſelf again into a Committee of the whole 
houſe, to conſider further of the ſupply granted to 
his Majeſty, when a great debate aroſe about the 
ſubſidy payable to the duke of Wolfeubutile. The 

"Ed Country 
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Country Party inſiſted ſtrongly upon it, That all 
© thoſe ſubſidies were of no ſervice to Great Bri. 
* tain; and that they were paid only for the ſake 
of protecting his Majeſty's foreign dominions, 
which (as ſome of them inſinuated) was contrary 
to the act of ſettlement; one clauſe of which is 
in the words following: In caſe the crown ſhall 
come to any perſon not being a native of England, 
this nation ſhall not be obliged to war for defence of 
dominions not belonging io this crown.” 
To this the Court Party anſwered, That all 
the quarrel we had with the Emperor was upon 
account of the intereſt and trade of England, and 
not at all on account of any of his Majeſty's fo- 
reign dominions; ſo that if they ſhould be in- 
© volved in a war, it would be ſo far from involy- 
ing Britain in any war upon account of them, 
that the caſe would be directly the contrary, they 
* would be involved in a war for defence of the 


"©; 5 7 T7. 


trade and commerce of Great Britain : That 
ſince we had a quarrel with the Emperor, who 
was a very powerful Prince upon the continent, 
we had no way of revenging this quarrel, - but by 
engaging as many Princes upon the continent as 
we could on our fide; and that therefore it was 
neceſſary to continue thoſe ſubſidies till we could 
bring the Emperor to our terms.” 

The Committee likewiſe agreed to the continu- 


ing of this ſubſidy, and reſolved, that the ſum of 
25, 000 J. be granted to his Majeſty, for one year's 


ſubſidy to the duke of Brunſwick Lunenburgh Wol- 


fenbuttle, purſuant to a treaty dated the 15th of 
Novomber, 1727. | 1 5 | 


Upon the 11th day of February, two petitions 
were prelented to the houſe, from the quarter ſeſ- 
ſions of the peace held for the eaſt and the north 
ridings of Zorkfoire, complaining, * That the ob- 

© liging 
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« liging, grand jury men at the ſeſſions of the 
« peace to make their preſentments in a language, 
© which few of them underſtood, and the ſuffering 
© in any of the proceedings of the courts of juſtice, 
or in any of the tranſactions of the law, (where- 
by the perſon or property of the ſubject may be 
affected) the uſe of a language not intelligible, 
and of a character not legible, but by the learn- 
ed in the law, were great occaſions of the delay 
of juſtice, and gave room to moſt dangerous 
frauds : That ſpecial pleadings, by their intrica- 
cy and dilatorineſs, rendered the proſecution of 
the rights of the ſubject difficult and expenſive ; 
and 'that the recovery of ſmall debts, as the law 
then ſtood, was impracticable, and the number 
of attornies exceſſive ; and praying the houſe to 
take theſe grievances into conſideration, and to 
give ſuch remedy as to the houſe ſhould ſeem 
meet.” 

| Theſe petitions were ſeverally ordered to be re- 
ferred to a Committee; and a Committee being a 
pointed for that purpoſe, they brought in a bull 
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accordingly for remedying thoſe inconveniencies, 


which, with ſome amendments being paſſed into a 
law laft ſeſſion of Parliament and printed, we need 
not therefore inſert any account of it here. 

| While this bill was depending in the houſe, 
ſome oppoſition was made to it within doors, and 
a great deal by the lawyers without. The princi- 
pal arguments inſiſted on both within and without 
againſt it were, That if the language and writing 
© of the law ſhould be altered, and made accord- 
ing to the modern way of ſpeaking and wri- 
ting, no man would ever be at the pains to ſtudy 
that ancient language and writing which moſt of 
our old valuable records are wrote in, ſo that the 
uſe of them would in a few years be entirely loft, 
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That the method of diſtributing juſtice was 
now eſtabliſhed according to-a moſt conciſe and 
regular form, which muſt be entirely altered, if 
the language and methods of pleading ſhould be 
changed; and this they ſaid would neceſſarily 
produce ſuch a confuſion, that it would coſt, ma- 
ny years painful and troubleſome application, 
before the new forms could be ſettled in a cer- 
tain, and regular courſe of procceding; fo that 
the making of thoſe alterations. would occaſion 
greater delay of juſtice, give more room to dan- 
gerous frauds, render - the proſecution of the 
rights of the ſubject more difficult and expenſive, 
the recovery of ſmall debts more impracticable, 
and the number of attornies more exceſſive than 
heretofore.” | 


To this it was anſwered by the gentlemen wha 


were for the bill, That though both the language 
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and writing of the law ſhould be altered, there 
would be no danger of loſing the uſe of our an- 
cient records; becauſe, as long as we have any 
ſuch, there always will be ſome men, who cither 
out of curioſity, or for the ſake of gain, will make 
it both their buſineſs to underſtand both the lan- 
guage and character in which they are wrote, in 
the ſame manner as we find among us now, ſe- 
veral gentlemen who make 1t their buſineſs to 
learn to underſtand the language and character 
of manuſcripts, much ancienter than any of our 
records : That a very few of ſuch law antiquari- 
ans will ſuffice, conſidering the little occaſion we 
have in any law proceedings to have recourſe to 
any very ancient records; and that when they 
are made uſe of, they often do more harm than 
good; it being neceſſary for every nation to have 
private, property determined and aſcertained by 
a continued poſſeſſion for a moderate term of 
years.“ 
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As to the ſet forms of the law, they ſaid, We 
© had already too many of them, and that they 
« were of opinion that nothing ſo much perplexed 
* and retarded the proceedings of the courts of 
« juſtice, as a too nice obſervance of the eſtabliſh- 
ed forms: That ſuch forms are generally brought, 
for the ſake of new fees, to ſuch a bulk by the 
© lawyers of all countries, that every country have 
found it neceſſary from time to tune to curtail 
and abridge them: Juſtice they ſaid was gene- 
rally the moſt ſpeedily, and the moſt impartially 
« diſtributed in thoſe places where the feweſt forms 
< were obſerved; and therefore they thought that 
the deſtruction of our law-forms was a good ar- 
« gument for the bill, in place of being one againſt 
it; becauſe it would take up a conſiderable time, 
© before the lawyers could again perplex the courſe 
of Juſtice, with a number of uſeleſs forms and 
ceremonies. 


On the 15th of February, the Royal African 
Company prelented a petition to the houſe, ſetting 
forth, That the houſe having in the laſt ſeſſion 
upon full examination and conſideration of the 
« ſtate of the trade to Africa, granted the ſum of 
4 10,0007. towards the maintenance of the Britiſb 
« forts and ſettlements there, belonging to the pe- 
« titioners, the ſaid ſum had been applied accord- 
«* ingly: And it having appeared to the houſe that 
the ſaid forts and ſettlements cannot be ſupport- 
ed, and the trade preſerved without the aid of 
Parliament, the petitioners therefore, prayed, 
that ſuch further proviſion might be made in the 
« premiſſes, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem meet.“ 

And his Majeſty having conſidered the great ad- 
vantages that may accrue to this nation by the in- 
creaſe and improvement of that trade, did, by 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, recommend it 
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to the conſideration of the houſe to make further 
proviſion in the premiſſes as to the houſe ſhould 
ſeem fit. | 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table, and 
the company were ordered to lay before the houſe, 
the eſtabliſnment for their ſeveral forts and ſettle- 
ments on the coaſts of Africa, with the charges 
thereof for the year 1730; diſtinguiſhing how 
much of the ſame is on account of trade, and how 


much was for the maintenance and defence of the 


ſaid forts and ſettlements ; and alſo an account how 
the money granted in the laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment, towards the maintenance of the ſaid forts, 


and ſettlements, had been . e of. Which 


eſtabliſhment the company preſented to the houſe 


the next day; and the members being all thereby 


convinced, that the company had faithfully dil- 
charged their truſt, and employed the money they 


had before received for the ſupport of our trade to. 


Africa, the like ſum was in the courſe of proceed- 
ings granted to them for this year without any dil- 
pute. 


But on the 6th, a petition was preſented which 
occaſioned much warmth and high debates, which 
was a petition of the merchants, and others of the 
city of Briſtol, trading to and from his Majeſty's 
colontes and plantations in America, complaining 
« Of the great interruptions of their trade to the 


© ſaid colonies, and depredations of the Spantards 


for ſeveral years paſt, who, notwithſtanding the 
« reſolutions of that houſe, and his Majeſty's mot 
© gracious endeavors to obtain for his ſubjects juſi 
and reafonable fatisfaftion, ſtill continued their 
«* depredations, and had lately taken and plunder- 
ed ſeveral ſhips and veſſels belonging toBr#/ol and 
other Britih ports, and had treated fuch as had 
fallen into their hands in a very barbarous and 


cCxut! 


A. 73 1. DEBATES 


© cruel manner, and therefore the petitioners prayed 
the conſideration of the houſe, and ſuch timely 
and adequate remedy as to the houſe would * 
. 

This petition was referred to a Committee of 
the whole houſe, and that day fortnight was ap- 
pointed for the houſe, to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee thereupon. 


On the 15th it was ordered, that the proper of- 

ficers mould lay before the houſe an account of the 
produce of the ſeveral land- taxes for ten years laſt 
paſt, with the charges of intereſt and other deduc- 
tions which have been made thereout. This ac- 
count was accordingly laid before the houſe : But 
that every one may have a full view of the ſtate of 
the nation, we ſhall begin with the general account 
of the national debt. 
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333 PARLIAMENTARY A.zi. 


An account ſhewing the monies ariſen within the half- 
| Var ending at Lady-Day, 1730. 


The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund. Dr. 
O ſurplus money unapplied at Micharlmes 
1729, as per account for the half- year then 
ended — i — 77128 0 2} 
To ſurplus money ariſen in the hall. year ended 
at Lady-Day 17 30, viz. 
Surplus of the aggregate fund. 268936 7 r 
Surplus of the general fund, . 
when the ſum of 38100. 
95. 94; being the comple- 
ment to 362424 J. 135. 5d. 
ſhall be made good. 153312 14 8 
Surplus of the South-Sea com- 
18 12 24 
Income by the tax. on papiſts, 283 
after the deficiency thereof 
was made good out of the 
public ſupplies for the year 
* purſuant to an = 
72 Georgi prom, pag, 318. 
in that behalf, 99 14 5 
m_—— 44 6 
526240 6 91 


Per 


222 
E 


E 


= 
einn = a—— .< Mc X=x=«k p—_-— 


E 


A193. DEBATES, 539 


Per Contra Cr. 


By principal paid off on orders for debentures 
made forth for the relief of the ſufferers of 
Nevis and St. Chriſt her's, purſuant to a clauſe 
in art act 1 Georgii — pug. 446 and 447, 
in full of 1032721. 10s. | 10561 9 BZ | 

By paid James Whitchurch for an annuity (called g | | 
Bankers Accounts) on the principal of 1001. at 
the rate of 55 per Cent. per Ann. for eleven | | 
years and three quarters, from the 26th of 
December 1705, to the 29th of September 1717, pj 
the ſum of 35/1. 5s. and for redemption of 


the ſaid annuity, and diſcharge of the ſaid n | 
principal ſum of 100 J. the farther ſum of 50. | 
being one moiety _ in both 85 J. 56. 
urſuant to the Act 13 Georgii primi, pag. 327 112 
— 328 in that behalf. ; 85 $0 - 
By Remains at Lady-Day, 17 30, vis. 1 10646 14 87 
. 
Surplus of the aggregate fund. 268851 2 1 
Surplus of the general fund, 
when the ſum of 381007. 
9s. dt. being the defi- 
ciency thereof in this half- | | 
, year, ſhall be made good wg i 
f y Parliament, 221879 0 22 1 
5 Surplus of the South - Sea com- N 
Z pany's fund for their old ö 
capital. | 24769 10 4; 
Income by the tax on papiſts, 99 14 5 515599 fz I | 
526240 © 9x 
” 


= 


540. PARLIAME NTARY A. 1731. 


An account ſhewing the Monies ariſen within the half- 
year ending at Michaelmas, 1730. | 


The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund. Dr. 


O ſurplus money unapplicd at Lady-Day, . 4. d. 
17 30, as per Account, for the half year 
then ended. — — —ê 
To ſurplus money ariſen in the half year ended 
at Michalmas, 17 30, vix. 


515599 121 


J. 3 
Surplus of the Aggregate fund. 446688 8 72 
Surplus of the general fund, 
when the ſum of 12521. 
15 6. Id. being the com- 
plement to 3624241. 13s. 
5 d. ſhall be made good, — 162482 14 5 
Surplus of the Soxth-Sza com- 
pany's fund. — 


62144 6 6 


— 


12 — m 


671315 9 65 


Income by the tax on papiſts 
after the deficiency thereof 
was made good out of the 
public ſupplies ſor the year 
17 26, purſuant to the = 
12 Georgii primi, pag. 318, | 
in that beball * 86 18 62 
— 671402 8 3 


1187002 © 4 


Per 


A. 1731. DEBATES. 
Per Contra. 


By paid the governot and company of merchants 
trading to the South- Sea, &c. at or ſoon after 
Midſummer, 17 30, towards pay ing off and re- 
2 one million, part of their remaining 
capital ſtock, or principal ſum of 16651101 J. 

125. di. belonging to the ſaid company in 
their own right, commonly called South-Sea 

flock, and thereby redeeming the annuity, be- 
ing after the rate of 4/, per Cent. attending 
thereon, purſuant to the Act 3 Georgii adi, 
pag. 359 in that behalf, —— —725 . 

By paid the ſaid governor and 
company at or ſoon after 
Michaelmas 17 30, in full 
redemption of one million 
of their ſaid remaining capi- 
tal ſtock, purſuant to the 
ſaid Act, — — — , 275000. 


By paid for arrears an annuities (called Bankers 
Annuities) due before Michaelmas 1717, pur- 
ſuant to a clauſe in an Act 13 Georgii primi, 
pag. 327 in that behalf. 


By Remains at Michaelmas 17 30, viz. 


4140 

Surplus of the aggregate fund, 64877 11 2% 
Surplus of the general fund, 
when the ſum of 3935 J. 45. 
114, the deficiency thereof, 
Anno 17730, ſhall be made 

good by Parliament. 122115 14 IE 


* 1 


This being the ſixteenth half-yearly account made 
up purſuant to the Act g Georgii primi, pag. 
367, is humbly preſented this 5th day of Feb— 
Per ruary, 1739-1, by 


J. SCROPE, 


$41 


CE: 


J. & * 
1000000 0 0 


8 15 0 


1000008 15 © 


180993 5 4 


118,002 0 4 


2542 


PAN I N EN AY A. 1731. 
On the 7th of May his Majeſty came to the houſe 
of Peers, and being in his royal robes, ſeated on 
the throne with the uſual ſolemnity, Sir Charles 
Dalton, gentleman- uſner of the black rod, was“ 
ſent with a meſſage from his Majeſty to the houſe of 
Commons, ' commanding their attendance in the 
houſe of Prers; the Commons being come thither 
accordingly, his Majeſty was pleaſed to give the 
royal aſſent to che public and private bills Ppared 
or him. | 
After which his Majeſty. was, pleaſed to make the 
following moſt: gracious. ſpeech : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
II is a great pleaſure to me, that, at the cloſe 
: I of this ſeſſion of Parliament, I am able to 
< acquaint you, that the hopes I had conceived 
and given you, of ſeeing very ſuddenly a happy 
period put to the troubles and diſorders which 
had been ſo long apprehended, are now, by the 
© treaty ſigned at Vienna, anſwered and accom- 
© pliſhed. 

A project of a convention betwixt the Emperor 
and the maritime powers, for accommodating 
< the differences and diſputes that were ſubfiſting, 
© having been formed, the treaty is concluded and 
«* ſigned by me and the Emperor, and is now un- 
der the conſideration of the States General; the 
forms of that government not admitting a pre- 
< vious concert in a negotiation of this nature: 
And, as this treaty principally regards the exe- 
* cution of the treaty of Seville, it is likewiſe com- 
© municated to the courts of France and Spain, as 


parties to the treaty, of Seville: And I have juſt 


© received advice, that the ratifications between 

me and the Emperor are exchanged. 
© The conditions and engagements which I have 
entered into upon this oecn are agreeable to 
that 
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« that concern which this nation muft al- 
« ways have the ſecurity and preſervation of 
the balance of power in —_ and as the un- 
certain and violent ſtate of affairs, to which Ex- 
rope Was reduced, and the miſchiefs of an imme- 
« diate ral war, which began to be thought 
© unavoidable, are now removed: This happy turn 
« duly improved, with a juſt regard to our former 
© alliances, which it ſhall be my care to preſerve, 
gives us a favourable proſpect of ſceing the pub- 
a fi tranquillity re-eſtabliſhed, 


Gentlemen of the bouſe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the effectual ſup- 
* plies which you have granted me for the ſervice 
of the preſent year, and for the proper diſpoſi- 
tion you have made of the public funds, towards 
leſſening and diſcharging the national debt; the 
remarkable diſpatch and unanimity which you 
have ſhewn at this critical conjuncture, has added 
* very much to the credit and weight of your pro- 
« ceedings; and you ſhall find as great a readineſs 
on my part to caſe the burthens of my people, 
* as foon as the circumſtances and fituation of af- 
fairs will admit of it, as you have ſhewn to raiſe 


the ſupplies neceflary for the fervice of the 
© public. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

© I hope at your return into the country, you 
vill find all attempts to raiſe a ſpirit of diſcon- 
* tent among my people, by unjuſt clamours and 
* miſrepreſentations, vain and ineffectual. All ma- 
* licious inſinuations to the prejudice of my mea- 
© ſures muſt ſurely vaniſh, when it ſhall appear, 
* that my firſt and principal care has been for the 
© intereſt and honour of this kingdom: Let it be 
* your endeavour to remove all groundleſs jealou- 


« lies 
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„ ſies and apprehenſions, that the ſatisfaction of 
© the nation may be as general, as it is my ear- 
© neſt deſire that their happineſs may be; let all 
© my people, let all orders of men enjoy, quietly 
© and unenvied, the rights, privileges, and indul- 
© gences, Which by law they are entitled to; let 
no innovations diſturb any part of my ſubjects 
in the poſſeſſion of their legal property; let all 
< that are zealous in the ſupport of me and my 
government, partake in common the benefits of 
< the preſent happy eſtabliſnment; and let your 
< good-will to one another be as extenſive as m 

protection, which all my good and faithful ſub- 
< jets have an equal right to, and may equally 
depend upon.* . 8 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſtys 
command, ſaid, n 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, Thal 
_ this Parliament be prorogued to Tueſday the 
twenty ſeventh day of July next, to be then here held; 
and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Tueſ- 
day the twenty ſeventh day of July next, 


During this ſeſſion, a ſecond penſion- bill was 
brought into the houſe of Commons, and paſſed 
that houſe z but was, like the former, rejected by 
the houſe of Peers. This bill being ſomewhat dit- 
ferent from the other, (p. 475.) we ſhall here in- 
ſert the following copy of it. 


Arr. DEBATES. 


A BILL for making more effftual the laws in le- 


ing for diſabling perſons from being choſen mem 


bers of, or ſitting or voting in the houſe of Com- 
mons, who have any penſion during pleaſure, or 
for any number of years, or any office holden in 
truſt for them, by obliging perſons hereafter to be 
choſen to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, to 
take the oath therein mentioned. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 

HAT it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the Lords 55 


ritual and temporal, and Commons in this preſent 


Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That from and after the 24th day of June, 
1731, no perſon who ſhall be elected a member 
to ſerve in the kouſe of Commons, ſhall vote or 


fit in the ſaid houſe, during any debate there, af- 


ter their Speaker is choſen, until ſuch member ſhall 
from time to time,” and in manner following, firſt 
take the oath herein after mentioned, and ſub- 
ſcribe the fame in a parchment roll, to be pro- 
vided by the clerk of the houſe of Commons for 
that purpoſe, viz. | 


J A. B. do ſolemnly and fincerely ſwear, that I 
bave not directly or indireftly, any penſion during 
pleaſure, or for any number of years, from the crown, 
nor any office in part, or in the whole, from the crown, 
beld for me, or for my benefit, by any perſon whatſo- 
ever: And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely promiſe and 
ſwear, that I will not receive, acc-pt, or take, di- 
rettly or indireltly, during the time of my being a 
member of. 1his Parliament, any penſion during plea- 
ſure, or for any number of years, or any other gra- 
tuity or reward whatſoever, or any office from ihe 


crown, to be held for me, or for my benefit, in part, 
Vor. IX, Nn or 
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or in the whole thereof, by .any perſon whatſoever, 
withaut fignifying the ſame to this bouſe, within 
fourteen days after I have received or accepted the 
ſame, if the Parliament be then ſitting, or within 
fourteen days after the next meeting of the Parlia- 
ment, So help me God. 


Which faid oath ſhall be in this and every ſuc- 
ceeding Parliament, ſolemnly and publickly taken 
and ſubſcribed by every ſuch member of the houſe 
of Commons, at the table in the middle of the ſaid 
houſe, at the ſame time that he takes the other 
oaths by law directed to be taken, whilſt a full 
houſe of Commons is there duly fitting with their 
Speaker in his chair. 


And he it further enacted, That if any member 
fo taking the oath, and ſubſcribing as before di- 
rected, ſhall, at the time of the taking the ſaid 
oath, have any penſion during pleaſure, or for 
any number of years, or any office from the crown, 
in part, or in the whole, held in truſt for him, or 
for his benefit, or ſhall, during his being a mem- 
ber of Parliament, accept, receive, or take any 
penſion during pleaſure, or for any number of 
years, or any other gratuity or reward whatſoever, 
or any office in part, or in the whole, to be held 
for him, or for his benefit, from the crown, with- 
out ſignifying the ſame to the houſe, as aforeſaid, 
ſuch member ſhall be, and is hereby adjudged and 
declared to be guilty of wiltul and corrupt perjury, 
and being thereof convicted by due courle of law, 
ſhall incur. and ſuffer the pains and penalties which 
by the laws and ſtatutes of this realm are inflicted 
in caſes of wilful and corrupt perjury, and ſhall 
from thenceforth be incapable o taking, holding, 
or enjoying any office Whatſocver. 


And 
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And be it further enacted, That if any member 
elected as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to take 
and ſubſcribe the oath as before directed, the place 
for which ſuch member was elected, is hereby, 
without any other conviction or proceeding, de- 
clared void to all intents and purpoſes, as if ſuch 
member was naturally dead. 


And be it further enacted, That in caſe any 
member ſhall preſume to fit or vote in the houſe 
of Commons, after the Speaker is choſen, without 
taking and ſubſcribing the oath herein before men- 
tioned, ſuch member ſhall forfeit the ſum of thirty 

unds for each day he ſhall ſit and vote as afore- 
aid, to be recovered and received, with full coſts 
of ſuit, by him or them who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
and to be proſecuted by any action, ſuit-bill, 
plaint, or information, in any of his Majeſty's 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, wherein no eſſoin, 
protection, wager of law, or more than one im- 
parlance ſhall be admitted or allowed; and ſhall 
from thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, 
or enjoying any office or employment of profit or 
truſt under his Majeſty, his — or ſucceſſors. 


Provided always, and it is hereby declared and 
enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no per- 
ſon ſhall be made liable to any diſability, incapa- 
city, forfeiture or penalty by this act laid or im- 
poſed, unleſs proſecution be commenced within 
one year next after the diſſolution, or other deter- 
mination of the Parliament in which ſuch diſ- 
ability, incapacity, forfeiture, or penalty ſhall be 
incurred; or, in caſe of a proſecution, unleſs the 
lame be carried on without wilful delay, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
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Upon its being rejected by the upper houſe, the 


following proteſt was entered. 


Die Martis, 2“ Martii, 1726. 
O DIE 24a vice leata eſt billa, An act for 


making more effectual the laws in being, for 
diſabling perſons from being choſen members of, 
or voting in the houſe of Commons, who have any 
penſion during pleaſure, or for any number of 
years, or any offices holden in truſt for them, by 
oblicing perſons hereafter to be choſen to ſerve for 
the Commons in Parliament, to take the oath 
therein mentioned. 


Propoſed to commit the bill. 


After long debate, 
The queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid bil! 
ſhould be committed ? 


© was reſolved in the negative. 


Then the queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 
bill ſhould be rejected ? 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, 


Diſſentient.* 

1. D Ecauſe the reafons which were entered on 
our journals (ſee p. 465.) laſt ſeſſion for the 
commitment, and againſt the rejection of this bill, 
can, in our judgment, have nothing of weight ſaid 
againſt them, as we think they want little to be ad- 
ded to them; tho? they ſeem to us to be ſtreng- 
thened on this. occaſion, leſt our ſecond refuſal to 
concur with the houſe of Commons, in what ſole- 
ly regards their own members, and without any 
arguments offered to then in a parliamentary way 
for that refuſal, ſhould be looked upon by them 
| as 
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as unkind, if not an unprecedented treatment, and 
ſhould, in the opinion of many diſintereſted lovers 
of our ancient frame of government, too juſtly 
create in them a reſentment that might interrupt 
the harmony between the two houſes, which is ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on the moſt important affairs 
of the nation. 


2. Becauſe the Commons ſeem to think this 
bill is wanted, and we are perſuaded it is carneſt- 
ly defired by the people, and fo wiſely contrived, 
by a folemn and ſtrict oath of purgation, to guard 
againſt ſecret corruption in that place, where, if 
ever it ſhould be prevalent, its conſequences would 
be moſt pernicious and extenſive, that we fear we 
ſhould be expoſed to ſome uncharitable ſuſpicions, 
if we did not in this moſt authentick manner the 
conſtitution of Parliament will allow, from a be- 
coming zeal to hinder the infection of fo miſchiev- 
ous an evil from ſpreading among others, give an 


undeniable proof that we are untainted with it our- 
ſelves. 


3. Becauſe a member of Parltament, who 1s not 
aſhamed to accept a gratuity for any ſervice which 
he is aſhamed publickly to avow, mult be conſci- 
ous to himſelf (as we fear) that he is guilty of an 
immoral action, and therefore we conceive our- 
ſelves not only obliged in but in conſcience, 
to. yield our aſſent to a bill, that, as far as we could 
apprehend upon the moſt mature and ſerious reflec- 
tion, contains a proper expedient in this limited 
monarchy, to preſerve both the innocence and in- 
dependency of elected legiſlators, and that (we had 
reaſonable hopes) would, in a great meaſure, have 
prevented the danger of an infamous breach of a 


truſt of the higheſt nature, repoſed in every ſingle 


member of the lower houſe; tor the benefit of rhe 
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whole community, which we think a crime that 
ought to be dreaded by us, as good patriots, and 
that we are bound to abhor, as fencere Chriſtians. 


4. Becauſe we cannot but with grief of heart la- 
ment the loſs of that opportunity, which, by en- 
acting this bill into a law, we aſſure ourſelves his 
Majeſty would have embraced with particular ſatiſ- 
faction, of demonſtrating to all his ſubjects, that 
he is incapable of ſuffering an improper uſe to be 
made, by any of his ſervants, of that large revenue, 
which a Parliament liberal beyond any example ot 
their predeceſſors, ſo chearfully gave him, or of 
entertaining the leaſt thought himſelf to the pre- 


Judice of the liberties or properties of his people, 


by any unjuſtifiable influence on their repreſenta- 
tives. | | 


Berkſhire, Willoughby de Br. Bathurſt, 


Bruce, Strafford, Cadogan, 
Plymouth, Northampton, Briſtol, 

Bedford, Thanet, Coventry, 

Foley, Warrington, Bridgwater, 
Gainsborough, Aylesford, Boyle, 

Gower, - Abington, Oxf. and Mortim. 
Abergavenny, Maynard, Ancaſter Gr. Cha. 


While this bill was debated in the houſe of 


Lords, a right reverend prelate of very diſtinguiſhed 
abilities“, made a ſpeech againſt it with remark- 
able earneſtneſs; which made a great noiſe in the 


town, and gave occaſion to ſo many reflections 
thereon, as well ludicrous as ſerious, that ſome 
friends of the biſhop thought proper to vindicate 


— 


* Dr, Sherlock, 6;/bop.of Bengor, now biſhop of Salisbury. 


*- a. * a "a a ww Tr" 


B a kh, —I tm. 


rtr - - SD 


Fe MW TY i Ro 


c (> > l 


* 
6 


A791, DEBATES. 


him, in a letter publiſhed in the Daily Poſt- Boy, 
May 7, which we have judged it not unfitting to 
inert here, as it naturally belongs to the hiſtory 
of this remarkable bill, and may be looked on as 
a ſort of counterpart to the proteſt of the Lords. 


Extra of LETTER from Cambridge 
to a gentleman at London, dated April 27, 
1731, relating to the penſion bill, 


IF a great appearance of zeal againſt bribery 
I and corruption were a certain ſign of inte- 
« grity, I ſhould felicitate you upon our preſent 
« {tate of purity, But he who cries flop thief 
« loudeſt, 1s not always the honeſteſt man in the 
crowd. Knaves dare not, and honeſt men will 
not defend corruption; and hence comes the ge- 
« neral conſent in ſuch caſes, | 


But the preſent queſtion is not, Whether 
© bribery is a bad thing, or no? which neither 
the honeſt nor diſhoneſt part of the nation will 
« diſpute with you. The ſingle point is, Whe- 
© ther the method propoſed to ſtop bribery, be 
© an effectual method, and confi/tent with our con- 
« ſtitution ? 


To clear this to myſelf, and to know upon 


© what grounds ſome of unblemiſhed characters 


* oppoſed a late bill, commonly called, @ bill a- 
« gainſt brivery and corruption; 1 got with ſome 
difficulty one of the printed bills, with the 
© blanks filled up. As I had heard that it related 
© to places, penſions, and all rewards and gratui- 
ties whatever from the crown, I read it in full 
expectation of finding every member of the 
houſe of Commons made incapable of taking 
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© or receiving in his own name, or in truſt, any 
+ place, penſion, reward or gratuity whatever, 
But to my very great ſurprize, I found nothing 
like it. The bill creates no new incapacity ; and 
had it paſſed into a law, any member notwith- 
c ſtanding might have taken any reward, or an 

« oratuity from the crown, which he cauld ob- 
©'tain, How then are bribery and corruption ſhut 
out? | 


All that I can find in the bill is this: —- 
« Every member of the houſe of Commons is to 
< ſwear to this effect, That he will not directly, 
nor indirectly, take or receive any reward or 
„ gratuity” (I will confine myſelt to this part of 
the bill) « from the crown, during the time of 


„ his being a member: Or, that it he does re- 


« ceive any gratuity or reward, he. will declare it 
«© to the houſe of Commons within fourteen days. 
< If any member neglects or refuſes to take this 
oath : Or, if taking a gratuity or reward after- 
„ wards, he does not declare it to the houſe, he is 
“ made ſubject to the pains and penalties of per- 
“ jury, Sc.“ (The fame proviſion extends to 
places and penſions.) | b 


The WHOLE, you ſee, comes to T HIS: 
The members may take what rewards, what 
« gratuities they pleaſe, provided they declare what 


they take within fourteen days to the houſe ob 
© Commons. | | 


* You, and every man muſt naturally aſk, 
What is to be done in conſequence of this de- 
claration? To this queſtion I can give no po- 
ſitive anſwer ; tor here the bill ſtops ſhort, and 
gives not the lea{t intimation of the w/e to be 
made of this declaralion: And yet can it be 
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thought that 10 uſe is to be made of it, and that 
the whole bill means nothing ? 


« Confider then, whatever uſe is to be made, 
it muſt be by the houſe of Commons only.——There 
the declaration is to be made. And it would, I 
ſuppoſe, be a breach of privilege for any perſon 
in this kingdom to take cognizance of what paſſes 
there. Beſides, the uſe muſt be diſcretionary 
and arbitrary; for there is nothing in the bill 
to direct, much leſs to limit the uſe to be made 
of this declaration, Suppoſe now any houſe of 
Commons hereafter ſhould refer the conſidera- 
tion of all ſuch declarations to the Committee of 
Elections, there the merit of the perſon who re- 
ceives, the view and deſign of the crown who 
gives the reward, muſt come in queſtion 3; and 
though they ſhould be judged of there, and de- 
termined with the ſame honour and juſtice (and 
I make no doubt but they would) that elections 
are, yet nevertheleſs I fear the conſequence of 
erefting ſuch a judicature would be injurious to 
the conſtitution. | 


We have had ſeveral laws to render perſons 
under certain circumſtances incapable of offices 
of truſt ; but in all ſuch caſes, the incapacity 
reſts upon the ſubject; the honour and dignity 
of the crown are ſaved, and not expoſed to the 
cenſure and judgment of the people: I remem- 
ber no law that leaves the crown at liberty to 
give, and ſets up a judicature to condemn or ap- 
prove the gift. I apprehend, ſuch a power in 
the ſubject to be abſolutely inconſiſtent with our 
conſtitution ; and that it is every where a branch 
of the ſupreme power; and that wherever it is 
placed, it muſt neceſſarily draw the ſupreme 
power to it, We have inſtances in our own hi- 
4 + „ - ſtory, 
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« ſtory, when powers of this fort have been af. 
* ſumed ; but never, I think, without ending in 
© the ruin of the crown. Once too the houſe of 
Lords, by this and like methods, Ieſt their very 
* being z and is it to be wondered at, if they are 
< jealous of every approach, every tendency to the 


© ſame power in the houſe of Commons. 


Lou may think, perhaps, that I carry this 
© matter too far; and that the Commons could 
have no ſuch meaning as this. I am as willing 
to think honourably of the Commons of Great 
< Britain as you are. But conſider, 


© Laws are not to be made upon a preſumption 
that men will be ſo honeſt as not to abuſe them; 
© nor is it enough to ſay, that they who propoſe 
the law, mean no harm by it. It muſt be con- 
ſidered, not only what is intended by a law at 
preſent, but alſo what uſe may poſſibly be made 
© of it hereafter. And can any man pretend to 
© ſay, that no houſe of Commons hereafter will 
ever ground any partial proceedings on this bill? 
And if any houſe of Commons ſhould, who can 
© hinder them? It will be too late to complain, 
* when the caſe happens; which, whenever it 
happens, will be remedileſs. In ſome inſtances 
it may be right to paſs laws in hopes of good 
ſucceſs, and with a view of repealing them, if 
they ſhould not anſwer the end propoſed : But 
in the preſent caſe, where the conſequence to be 
feared 13 a new power unknown to our conſtitu- 
tion; a kind of ſupreme judicature to ariſe in the 
houſe of Commons; if ſuch conſequence ſhould 
prove real, how ſhall the evil be cured? Do 
you think the law would be eaſily repealed ? 
That the Commons would conſent to give up 
* the power, after they had found what ſtrength 
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it gave them? I am afraid not: And therefore 
bills of this kind are not to be paſſed to try ex- 
periments; or upon probable preſumptions that 
they may not be abuſed: For ſhould the experi- 
ment miſcarry, and the preſumption fail, it 
might prove fatal to the conſtitution, and be an 
evil never to be removed. 


Conſider farther, If this power ſhould ever 
be allowed, how far it will extend. It muſt 
go to all rewards and gratuites whatever, re- 
ceived directly or indirely, by any member of 
the houſe of Commons. I think there is no- 
thing in the power of the crown, to give or 
grant, but may be taken in under theſe general 
words, There are great offices in the kingdom, 
which, as the law now ſtands, do not diſqualif 

thoſe who hold them from fitting in the houſe 
of Commons. But if you conſider them as re- 
wards or gratuities given by the crown, (and 
what ſhall hinder their being ſo conſidered ?) 
they muſt be affected by this bill, and they who 
hold them, made ſubject to ſuch ſcrutiny and 
difcretionary judgment, as ſhall at any time, in 
conſequence of this bill, be exerciſed in the 
houſe of Commons. | 


© If the relation of a member is advanced to any 
office, it may be conſtrued as a reward, indi- 
rely at leaſt, to the member, and he made an- 
ſwerable to the houſe under the ſuſpicion of bri- 
bery. And conſidering how numerous the rela- 
lations of the beſt families are, how often the 
ſubject ſtands in need of the favour of the crown 
for the pardon of offences, for the remitting of 
fines or forfeitures, for renewing leaſes, grants, 
patents, and the like; it will always be in the 
power of a majority to fix the guilt of bribery 

* upon 
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upon thoſe who are not in their favour, and ci— 
ther to turn ſuch members out as corrupt men, 
or by the terror of ſuch uſage make them ſub- 
ſervient to their own ends. 


© There is little difference between a power 
to give places, and a power to approve or dil. 
approve the gift of them by another. What 
mnſt this power be in the hands of the Com- 
mons, joined to the /ole right they claim of giving 
money, to the right of determining all diſputed 
elections, to the right of calling to account every 
miniſter and officer in the kingdom, and to 
many other powers now, and anciently exerciſcd 
by the Commons? Muſt they not grow too 
great to be controuled or checked by the other 
branches of the legiſlature ? And may they not, 
in ſuch a plenitude of power, think the houſc 
of Lords to be (what in ſuch cafe it probably 
would be) of no uſe? Should a republican ſpi- 
rit ever poſleſs a houſe of Commons, inveſted 
with ſuch uncontroulable power, (and what has 
been, may be again) how long could our ancient 
conftitution, on which our religion, liberties and 
properties depend, ſubſiſt? 


Upon this view, which I have given you of 
the bill, and its conſequences, it will not be hard 
for you to apply properly the words of a learned 
prelate, (one too long, and too well known in 
this univerſity, to be ſuſpected here to be a 
pleader for bribery and corruption) and to ſce 
upon what foundation, the apprehenſion therein 
expreſſed of an independency to accrue from 
this bill, to the houſe of Commons, was groun«- 
ed. As you may not perhaps have the fait 
words at hand when you receive this letter, I 
have tranſcribed them for you, from the paper 
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in which they were lately communicated to the 
« public.” 
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% For tho? this bill at firſt ſight ſeems to be a 
ſelf-denying bill; and to ſome particular mem- 
bers may perhaps prove ſo: Yet the Commons, 
conſidered as an houſe of Parliament, will find 
in it, I ſuſpe&, a very great enlargement of 
power. And whatever tends to break the ba- 
lance between the powers eſſential to this con- 
ſtitution, muſt ſooner or later prove the ruin of 
the whole. An independent houſe of Com- 
mons, or an independent houſe of Lords, is as 
inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, as an inde- 
pendent, that is, abſolute King. And whoever 
loves the liberties and laws of his country, will no 
more deſire to ſee one than the other. Let bri- 
bery be puniſhed, let corruption be puniſhed, 
but not by giving ſo much ſtrength to one power 
of this conſtitution, as ſhall make it able to over- 
bear the reſt.” 


I am well affured, theſe were the very words 


© ſpoken by the biſhop. What think you, Sir, 
* are they either empty ſounds, or capable of the 


.* wicked conſtruction that has been put upon them? 


J am, Se. 


The End of the NIiNxTH VoLUME. 
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